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Module  4 Introduction 


© Paul  Chacon/5404371 /Fotolia 


To  many  people  who  have  lived  within  liberal  democracies  for  their  entire  lives,  the  notion  of  rejecting  liberalism 
in  favour  of  an  ideology  that  offers  less  personal  freedom  and  little  input  into  government  decisions  may  appear 
incomprehensible.  Yet  for  most  of  history,  even  after  the  advent  of  liberalism,  a majority  of  the  world’s  population 
lived  under  governments  that  spumed  the  primary  ideals  of  liberalism.  These  ideals  were  rejected  in  favour  of  strict 
government  control  and  limited  citizen  participation  in  the  decision-making  process. 

In  many  cases,  this  strict  government  rule  was  imposed  by  force  on  a largely  unwilling  population.  In  some  notable 
instances,  however,  liberalism  appeared  to  be  rejected  by  large  segments  of  the  populations  that  found  it  somehow 
flawed  or  inadequate. 

In  this  module  you  will  examine  theories  that  have  been  generated  to  explain  why  some  people  reject  the  concepts  of 
freedom  and  democracy.  You  will  closely  scrutinize  the  theoretical  basis  and  practical  application  of  the  ideologies 
that  have  evolved  in  opposition  to  liberalism.  Finally,  you  will  be  asked  to  draw  your  own  conclusions  regarding  how 
well  these  alternative  ideologies  have  served  the  nations  that  have  adopted  them. 

After  this  period  of  examining  and  scrutinizing,  you  should  be  well-positioned  to  answer  the  module  question: 

To  what  extent  is  resistance  to  liberalism  justified? 


2 


Module  4 Introduction 


Module  4 Organizer 


R 

Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  look  at  the  “Module  4 Graphic  Organizer.” 


Assessment  in  This  Module 


You  will  complete  the  following  assignments  as  you  work  through  the  lessons.  Your  teacher  will  determine  the 
weighting  for  each  piece  of  work  you  complete.  Typically,  lesson  assignments  are  weighted  less  than  section 
challenges  and  module  challenges. 


Module  4:  Graded  Work 

Section  t ^ ^ 

' , Description'  ■ ^ 

Marks 

Section  1 Challenge 

iRule:  Planning  Your  Dictatorship 

16 

Section  2 

Description 

Marks 

Section  2 Challenge 

Interview  with  a Dictator 

24 

I Section  3 

Description  ; 

Marks 

Lesson  2 

Assessing  Communism 

16 

Section  3 Challenge 

Product  Labels  for  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 

20 

I Module  4 Challenge 

Description 

Marks 

Source  Analysis  and  Multiple-Choice  Exam 

35 

At  the  end  of  each  section,  and  at  the  end  of  the  module,  you  will  complete  a challenge.  You  might  want  to  look  ahead 
to  the  challenges  and  keep  them  in  mind  as  you  work  through  the  lessons. 
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Section  1 : Introducing  Authoritarian  Systems 


Section  1 Introduction 
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Would-be  terrorists  planned  attack 
on  Parliament  and  stock  exchange 


ss“Kr;sS3=: 
sr.X7?.  li. 

the  leader’s  extremist  views. 


man  with  bat:  © ruddy_ok/22780752/Fotolia,  secret  agent  man:  © Felix  Mizioznikov/22425609/Fotolia,  man  with  pistol:  © Birgit  Reitz-Flof mann/1 8293795/Fotolia 


Have  you  ever  felt  frustrated  with  a set  of  required  policies?  Do  you  sometimes  feel  powerless  to  change  the  rules  that 
govern  your  life?  Does  it  sometimes  seem  that  people  who  have  power  in  society  use  that  authority  for  themselves 
while,  meanwhile,  your  needs  are  ignored?  Have  you  ever  wished  that  the  world  could  be  instantly  remade  to  fit  your 
ideals? 
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Section  1 Introduction 


If  you  have  experienced  any  of  these  thoughts  and  feelings,  you’re  likely  not  alone.  Living  within  a society,  and 
particularly  a liberal  democratic  society,  requires  individuals  and  groups  to  make  compromises.  For  example, 
minorities  in  a liberal  democracy  must  accept  that,  for  the  most  part,  the  will  of  the  majority  must  be  followed. 
Majorities,  for  their  part,  are  required  to  accept  that  the  differing  views  and  practices  of  minorities  must  be  afforded 
certain  protections.  All  citizens  must  accept  that  democracy  provides,  at  best,  an  imperfect  system  for  dealing  with  the 
problems  that  face  society. 

What  happens  if  people  don’t  accept  that  liberal  democracy,  with  all  its  imperfections,  is  the  best  system  for  governing 
a society?  What  alternatives  are  there,  and  what  would  lead  people  to  support  these  alternatives? 

In  this  section  you  will  be  introduced  to  a variety  of  authoritarian  systems.  You  will  begin  to  explore  how,  in  some 
circumstances,  populations  accept  and  support  the  establishment  of  authoritarian  rule. 

In  this  section  you  will  answer  the  following  question:  What  principles  underlie  the  formation  and  operation  of 
governments  that  reject  liberalism? 

You  will  also  work  on  answering  the  module  question:  To  what  extent  is  resistance  to  liberalism  Justified? 

In  This  Section 

In  this  section  there  are  two  lessons  and  one  section  challenge. 

In  each  lesson  you  will  have  opportunities  to 

• develop  a deeper  understanding  of  the  nature  of  authoritarianism 

• reflect  on  how  and  why  individuals  and  groups  support  authoritarianism 

Lesson  1 : Variations  on  Tyranny 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  this  question:  What  are  the  main  characteristics  of  authoritarian  regimes? 

Lesson  2:  The  Lure  of  Authoritarianism 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  this  question:  Why  might  a population  favour  dictatorship  over  liberal  democracy?  You 
will  review  the  dominant  theories  as  to  why  populations  sometimes  accept  and  support  authoritarian  governments. 

Section  1 Chalienge:  iRuie — Planning  Your  Dictatorship 

At  the  end  of  this  section  you  will  use  the  knowledge  you  acquired  in  the  lessons  to  create  your  own  plan  to  install 
an  authoritarian  government.  You  will  then  provide  recommendations  about  how  to  prevent  such  an  occurrence  from 
taking  place. 
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Outcomes 

In  this  section  you  will 

• appreciate  various  perspectives  regarding  the  viability  of  the  principles  of  liberalism 

• appreciate  various  perspectives  regarding  the  promotion  of  liberalism  within  political  and  economic  systems 

• analyze  the  extent  to  which  the  practices  of  political  and  economic  systems  reflect  principles  of  liberalism 


• critical  thinking 

• creative  thinking 

• historical  thinking 


• decision  making 


• respect  for  multiple 
perspectives 


• gathering  information  • oral  literacy 


• organizing  information  • written  literacy 


• analyzing  and  • visual  literacy 

evaluating  information 
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Lesson  1 ; Variations  on  Tyranny 

Get  Focused 


Imagine  that  you  meet  up  with  three  friends  on  the  street, 
and  you  intend  to  go  to  a movie  together.  As  you  stand  in  a 
group  trying  to  decide  what  show  to  see,  a police  van  pulls 
up  and  three  uniformed  officers  get  out.  They  order  you  and 
your  friends  to  stand  with  your  hands  up  against  a nearby 
wall.  One  person  protests  and  says  that  your  group  has  done 
nothing  wrong.  She  is  immediately  struck  across  the  face 
with  a baton.  You  consider  running,  but  one  of  the  officers  is 
nienacingly  pointing  a sub-machine  gun  in  your  direction,  so 
you  comply  with  the  orders. 

You  and  your  friends  are  roughly  searched.  You  are  thrown  in 
the  back  of  the  van,  and  your  injured  friend  is  tossed  in  with 
extra  brutality.  You  are  not  told  why  you  have  been  arrested, 
nor  are  you  read  your  rights. 

It  is  only  at  the  police  station  where,  separated  from  your 
friends  and  placed  in  a dimly  lit  concrete  room  with  a 
malevolent-looking  interrogator,  you  are  told  of  your  crime. 
You  were  standing  in  a group  of  more  than  three  people, 
which  is  illegal  under  your  government’s  “security  laws.” 


Benjamin  Haas/shutterstock 


For  those  people  who  have  lived  their  entire  lives  under  freedoms  afforded  by  democracy,  this  scenario  may  appear 
like  a movie  scene.  For  many  people  around  the  world,  however,  the  “meeting  friends”  story  is  all  too  close  to  reality. 
In  this  lesson  you  will  familiarize  yourself  with  a number  of  approaches  to  authoritarian  government  and  explore 
examples  of  each  one.  As  a result  of  this  exploration,  you  will  be  better  prepared  to  identify,  analyze,  and  respond  to 
policies  and  structures  within  your  own  country  that,  while  perhaps  not  patently  authoritarian,  may  be  leading  in  that 
direction. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  this  question: 

What  are  the  main  characteristics  of  authoritarian  regimes? 
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Explore 

Liberal  democracy  is  a comparatively  recent  phenomenon.  In  most  places,  and  during  most  times  in  human  history, 
governments  of  one  form  or  another  ruled  over  the  people,  not  the  other  way  around.  Even  during  the  twentieth 
century,  most  of  the  world’s  population  lived  under  some  form  of  authoritarian  rule.  This  trend  has  gradually  begun  to 
change.  In  1998,  Freedom  House,  an  independent  organization  that  promotes  freedom  around  the  world,  announced 
that  “40  percent  of  the  world’s  population  now  live  in  free  societies.”’  The  rest  of  the  population  lives  in  nations  where 
only  partial  freedom  exists,  or  they  live  where  there  is  oppressive  authoritarian  rule. 


O 

Discover 


Do  a search  using  the  keywords  “Freedom  Map  House”  to  get  a visual  picture  of  the 
degree  to  which  the  world  has  adopted  the  ideals  of  liberal  democracy. 

Exploring  Authoritarianism 

Authoritarianism  is  a broad  term  applied  to  systems  of  government  that  do  not 
provide  all  of  the  democratic,  civil,  and  human  rights  typically  associated  with 
modem  liberal  democracies.  Some  nations  under  authoritarian  mle — the  rare  few  run 
by  “benevolent  dictators”  or  “enlightened  despots” — may  afford  their  citizens  some 
elements  of  freedom.  Other  nations  may  be  highly  oppressive.  Control  is  maintained 
through  violence  and  intimidation  of  the  population  and  by  propaganda,  indoctrination, 
and  the  staging  of  rallies  and  events  that  give  the  people  the  illusion  of  participation  in 
their  own  governance. 


authoritarianism:  an 

approach  to  government 
in  which  the  leadership  is 
not  freely  elected  by,  or 
accountable  to,  the  people  it 
governs 

dictatorship:  an  authoritarian 
system  in  which  power  is 
concentrated  in  the  hands  of 
a single  person;  autocracy 

absolute  monarchy:  an 

authoritarian  government 
headed  by  a hereditary 
monarch 


Authoritarian  governments  come  in  a variety  of  forms. 

Dictatorship 

The  word  dictatorship  is  often  used  to  describe  any 
authoritarian  government  in  much  the  same  way  as 
certain  brand  names  are  often  casually  used  to  describe 
all  types  of  cellophane  tape  or  facial  tissues.  The 
term  dictatorship  actually  refers  to  a specific  kind  of 
authoritarian  system.  A true  dictatorship  is  an  autocracy, 
where  governmental  power  is  concentrated  in  the  hands 
of  a single  person. 

While  a dictator  will  obviously  rely  on  people  in 
leadership  positions  to  help  maintain  power  and  run 
the  government,  to  be  labelled  a true  dictatorship, 
there  must  clearly  be  a single  person  in  charge.  Some 
observers  categorize  absolute  monarchies  as  a kind  of 
dictatorship.  Other  people,  because  absolute  monarchs 
gain  power  through  heredity,  put  absolute  monarchies  in 
a category  of  their  own. 


© Georgios  Kollidas/iStockphoto 
Saddam  Hussein 


' “Major  Gains  For  Liberty  in  1998.  Survey  Finds,”  Press  Release  - Freedom  House,  22  Deeember,  1998 
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© Oleg  Prikhodko/iStockphoto 


Oligarchies 

An  oligarchy  is  a government  run  by  a small  group 
of  unelected  individuals.  There  may  be  a leader  in 
an  oligarchy,  but  power  is  more  divided  than  in  a 
dictatorship.  An  oligarchy  formed  by  military  officers 
is  referred  to  as  a junta.  Since  the  military  officers  have 
control  of  trained  soldiers  and  heavy  weapons,  juntas  are 
frequently  established  through  a coup  d’etat  (or,  simply, 
a coup)  in  which  the  existing  government  is  overthrown 
by  force. 


oligarchy:  an  authoritarian  system  in  which  power  is 
concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a small  ruling  group  or 
committee 

junta:  an  oligarchy  formed  by  a committee  of  military  officers 

coup  d’etaV.  the  forceful  overthrow  of  a government  by  a 
small  group  of  individuals 


It  is  important  to  note  that  a coup  d’etat  differs 
from  a revolution  in  that  the  ousting  of  the  previous 
government  is  done  by  a small  number  of  people  and 
not  always  with  the  general  population’s  support.  A 
revolution  is  characterized  by  the  widespread  support 
and  participation  of  the  populace  in  the  government’s 
overthrow. 


Oligarchies  may  also  be  formed  on  the  basis  of  religion, 
race,  or  other  factors.  For  example,  a theocracy  is  a form 
of  government  where  religious  leaders  have  power  over 
citizens.  If  a single  religious  leader  has  absolute  power,  this 
may  be  considered  a form  of  dictatorship  rather  than  an 
oligarchy.  In  many  cases  an  oligarchy  serves  the  interests 
of  its  small  group,  to  the  detriment  of  the  others.  This  is  often  referred  to  as  minority  tyranny  or  minoritarianism. 


theocracy:  a system  of  government  in  which  religious 
leaders  rule 

minority  tyranny  or  minoritarianism:  a form  of  oligarchy  in 
which  the  government  is  operated  by,  and  in  the  interests  of, 
a minority  group  within  the  population 
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Totalitarian  Governments 


Totalitarian  governments  can  be  dictatorships  or  oligarchies.  What  makes  this  form 
of  rule  distinctive  is  the  degree  to  which  the  government  exercises  control  over  the 
population.  In  some  dictatorships  and  oligarchies,  the  leadership  may  be  primarily 
focused  on  maintaining  political  power  and  perhaps  increasing  their  personal  wealth. 


totalitarian:  a term  used  to  describe  a dictatorship  or  oligarchy  that  attempts  to  impose  its 
control  and  ideological  beliefs  on  all  aspects  of  society 


The  average  citizen  might  be  able  to  avoid  undue  contact  with  the  totalitarian 
government  simply  by  going  about  her  or  his  daily  business  without  criticizing  the 
government  or  otherwise  drawing  attention.  In  fact,  one  oligarchy  or  dictatorship  might 
be  overthrown  and  replaced  by  another  with  little  recognizable  impact  for  citizens. 

In  a totalitarian  system,  however,  the  government  endeavours  to  impose  its  ideology 
on  all  citizens.  This  requires  the  government  to  extend  its  control  throughout  the  fabric 
of  society.  Your  examination  of  the  Hitler  Youth  movement  in  Module  1 provides  you 
with  a good  example  of  how  totalitarian  governments  try  to  extend  control  over  their 
populations. 


This  1939  magazine  cover 
shows  German  citizens  saluting 
Adolf  Hitler. 


For  additional  insight  into  totalitarian  regimes,  consult  your  textbook.  Perspectives  on  Ideology.  Read  “The  Nature  of 
Totalitarian  Regimes,”  starting  on  page  167  and  ending  on  page  168  at  “The  Need  for  Change  in  Russia.” 

Understanding  and  Responding 

To  solidify  your  knowledge  of  the  concepts  learned  in  this  lesson,  and  to  familiarize  yourself  with  some  examples, 
you’re  going  to  do  a bit  of  virtual  travelling  around  the  world  and  through  time  via  the  Internet.  This  search  will 
require  you  to  identify  your  own  set  of  keywords  and  to  broaden  and  refine  your  search  based  on  the  information 
returned  by  your  initial  queries. 

□ Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  open  “Blank  Postcards.”  You  have  been  provided  with  a series  of  blank 
postcards.  Well,  they’re  not  totally  blank.  There  are  some  clues  as  to  what  time  and  place  in  history  you 
need  to  travel  to.  (You  may  need  to  use  the  “zoom”  command  in  your  word  processor  to  get  a more  detailed 
view  of  each  postcard.)  Your  task  is  to  write  home  to  a friend  on  each  postcard  and  provide  a brief  overview 
of  the  political  situation  in  the  country  you’re  visiting  at  the  time  indicated  by  the  postmark. 

You  should  also  give  a brief  description  of  what  life  is  like  under  authoritarian  rule.  You  may  mention  the  names  of 
leaders,  political  parties,  or  other  information  you  think  is  appropriate.  As  you  provide  your  description,  try  to  use  the 
terms  you  learned  in  this  lesson  to  label  the  kind  of  authoritarian  government  in  place  in  the  country.  Remember,  in 
some  cases,  you  can  use  more  than  one  term. 
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It  will  also  be  your  task  to  choose  the  image  that  will  serve  as  the  postcard’s  front.  Find  or  create  an  image  that  in 
some  way  symbolizes  the  kind  of  authoritarian  system  in  place  and  that  is  appropriate  to  the  country  you  are  visiting. 
Don’t  forget  to  give  the  image  a suitable  caption  and  to  acknowledge  the  image’s  source  somewhere  on  the  card. 


n 

Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  access  “Sample  Postcard.” 

When  you’re  done  this  activity,  if  possible,  exchange  your  postcards  with  someone  else  or  post  them  on  a discussion 
board  or  on  a social  networking  site.  Ask  for  comments  or  questions  from  fellow  students  and  your  friends.  You  may 
revise  your  postcards  based  on  that  feedback  if  you  wish. 

Provide  your  teacher  with  a copy  of  your  finished  postcards  or  a link  to  the  site  on  which  they  are  posted.  Ask  your 
teacher  which  method  works  best.  This  procedure  will  allow  your  teacher  to  review  your  work  and  provide  feedback. 

Lesson  1 Summary 

In  this  lesson  you  explored  this  question:  What  are  the  main  characteristics  of  authoritarian  regimes? 

While  they  share  a common  rejection  of  many  fundamental  principles  of  liberal  democracy,  authoritarian  governments 
may  differ  widely  in  their  structure,  their  foundations,  and  their  goals.  Executive  power  may  be  concentrated  in  the 
hands  of  a single  leader  or  dispersed  among  a ruling  elite. 

In  some  cases,  authoritarian  rule  is  based  on  a long-standing  tradition.  In  other  circumstances,  authoritarianism  comes 
about  through  the  violent  overthrow  of  a government  or  through  the  abuse  of  executive  power  by  elected  officials. 

The  objectives  of  authoritarian  regimes  can  be  as  varied  as  their  leadership.  A few  genuinely  seek — in  some 
fashion — to  improve  the  lives  of  citizens.  Others  primarily  seek  wealth  and  power.  Some  of  history’s  most  tyrannical 
regimes  were  often  driven  by  a desire  to  remake  their  nation,  and  sometimes  the  world,  fit  their  particular  ideological 
perspective. 

A familiarity  with  the  forms,  bases,  and  objectives  of  authoritarian  regimes  is  important  for  citizens  in  a democracy. 

As  you  will  see  in  Lesson  2,  not  all  authoritarian  governments  seize  power  from  their  citizens  by  military  force.  In 
some  cases,  power  is  handed  over  willingly  by  a population  unmindful  of  the  signals  that  their  chosen  government  is 
not  committed  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  liberal  democracy. 

While  working  through  Lesson  2,  you  will  also  be  answering  the  Section  1 question:  What  principles  underlie  the 
formation  and  operation  of  governments  that  reject  liberalism? 
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Module  4:  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 


Section  1 : Introducing  Authoritarian  Systems 


Lesson  2:  The  Lure  of  Authoritarianism 

Get  Focused 

Over  the  course  of  history,  authoritarian  regimes  have 
been  directly  responsible  for  the  systematic  suppression 
of  human  rights  and  for  countless  deaths.  Joseph  Stalin 
and  Adolf  Hitler,  acknowledged  as  two  of  the  twentieth 
century’s  most  brutal  dictators,  were  responsible  for  the 
imprisonment  and  murder  of  millions  of  people.  Under 
their  regimes,  men,  women,  and  children  were  shot, 
starved,  worked  to  death,  or  gassed. 

These  atrocities  may  have  been  ordered  by  Stalin  and 
Hitler,  but  they  were  carried  out  by  legions  of  followers. 

These  men  and  women  were  willing  to  turn  on  fellow 
human  beings  at  the  behest  of  an  authority  figure. 

Perhaps  more  astounding  is  the  fact  that  years  later, 
and  after  the  unspeakable  crimes  committed  by  these 
dictators  have  been  documented  for  all  to  see,  some 
individuals  reminisce  about  the  “good  old  days”  when 
Stalin  or  Hitler  ruled. 


atrocity:  an  act  of  violence  or  cruelty  viewed  as 
exceptionally  shocking  due  to  its  nature  or  extent 


It  might  be  argued  that  the  biggest  threat  to  liberal 
democracy  in  any  country  is  not  that  people’s  freedoms 
will  be  taken  from  them  by  force.  The  biggest  threat 
could  be  that  people  may  willingly  surrender  their  rights 
and  freedoms  to  the  individual  or  group  that  promises 
hope,  security,  or  the  glory  of  empire  in  return  for 
obedience. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  this  question: 

Why  might  a population  favour  dictatorship  over  liberal  democracy? 
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Lesson  2:  The  Lure  of  Authoritarianism 


Explore 

Over  the  years,  a number  of  historians,  philosophers,  and  psychologists  have  theorized  why  populations  sometimes 
fall  under  the  sway  of  authoritarian  regimes.  What  follows  is  a brief  account  of  some  of  the  more  popular  theories 
developed  to  explain  the  appeal  of  authoritarian  rule. 

The  Great  Man  Theory 

One  theory  of  authoritarian  rule  proposes  that  society  gives  rise  to  rare  and  remarkable  individuals  who  are  naturally 
suited  to  lead.  The  rest  of  the  population  are,  in  theory,  largely  unqualified  for  the  task  of  leadership  and  should 
follow  these  “great  men.”  The  great  man  theory  was  clearly  articulated  in  the  1800s  by  Thomas  Carlyle,  who  wrote 
extensively  on  the  subject  of  heroes  and  heroic  leadership. 


Jacques-Louis  David  1748-1825 

This  portrait  of  Napoleon  riding  on  a white  horse  is  by 
Jacques-Louis  David.  Was  Napoleon  a “great  man”? 


Voices 


“For  there  is  one  thing  we  must  never  forget ...  the  majority  can  never  replace  the  man.  And  no  more  than  a hundred  empty 
heads  make  one  wise  man  will  an  heroic  decision  arise  from  a hundred  cowards.” 

Adolf  Hitler 
Mein  Kampf  ' 
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Module  4:  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 


The  Crisis  Theory 


Viktor  Vasnetsov  1848-1927 


You  may  remember  the  name  Thomas  Hobbes  from  your  time  spent  with  the  Dead  Liberal  Philosophers  in  Module  2. 
Hobbes,  who  tended  to  support  authoritarianism,  argued  that  life  without  a strong  ruler  would  be  “nasty,  brutish,  and 
short.”  Hobbes  likely  would  have  agreed  with  the  following  theory  as  to  why  people  accept  authoritarian  rule. 

The  crisis  theory  holds  that  when  people’s  personal  security  is  threatened,  they  will  willingly  give  up  freedoms  and 
obey  an  authority  that  appears  to  be  in  a position  to  restore  that  security.  Crises  that  might  be  seen  to  threaten  the 
security  of  the  people  as  a whole  include  war,  famine,  disease,  epidemics,  or  widespread  economic  upheaval. 


Voices 


“What  did  he  promise?  Work  and  bread  for  the  masses  ...  for  the  millions  of  workers  who  were  unemployed  and  hungry  at  that 
time.  Nowadays,  in  our  prosperous  society,  work  and  bread  doesn’t  mean  anything  anymore.  But  then,  it  was  an  absolutely  basic 
need  and  this  promise,  which  wouldn’t  make  any  sense  today,  doesn’t  sound  like  much.  Then, . . . then,  it  sounded  like  a promise 
of  paradise.” 

Dr.  Konrad  Morgen,  a law  student  in  Germany  during  the  Nazi  era,  commenting  on  Hitler’s  appeal 
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Lesson  2:  The  Lure  of  Authoritarianism 


Authoritarian  Personalities 

Another  important  idea,  the  authoritarian  personalities  theory,  suggests  that  certain  individuals  are  predisposed  to 
fall  under  the  spell  of  authoritarian  regimes.  Sociologist  and  philosopher  T.  W.  Adorno  postulated  the  following:  As  a 
result  of  a number  of  social  and  psychological  influences,  some  people  develop  a perspective  on  the  world  that  leaves 
them  inclined  to  accept  and  even  be  complicit  in  authoritarian  rule.  Adorno  said  such  people  exhibited  authoritarian 
personalities. 


Adorno  identified  the  following  characteristics  as  those  often  associated  with  authoritarian  personalities: 

• rigid  beliefs  regarding  right  and  wrong 

• unquestioning  respect  for  and  submission  to  authority 

• a tendency  to  accept  simplistic  solutions  to  complex  problems 

• a tendency  to  project  frustration  and  anger  at  their  own  inadequacies  onto  other 
groups  of  people 

• an  admiration  of  strong  leaders  and  overt  displays  of  power 

• a black  and  white  view  of  the  world  with  little  room  for  variation  or  ambiguity 

• a desire  to  punish  those  who  don’t  conform  to  the  established  norm 


mEGSEmn4hLERju& 

This  poster  says,  “We  all  give 
a hand!  War  contribution  of  the 
Hitler  Jugend.”  What  visual 
techniques  are  used  in  this 
propaganda  to  help  glorify 
membership  in  the  Hitler  Youth? 


Adorno  even  developed  a personality  test,  called  the  F-Scale,  to  measure  the  degree  to  which  an  individual  exhibited 
this  personality  type. 
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Module  4:  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 


Voices 


flusftcllungafuhrcr 


“Our  patience  with  all  those  who  have  not  been  able  to  fall  in 
line  with  National  Socialist  reconstruction  during  the  last  four 
years  is  at  an  end.  The  German  Folk  will  judge  them.  We  are 
not  scared.  The  Folk  trust,  as  in  all  things,  the  judgment  of 
one  man,  our  Leader.  He  knows  which  way  German  art  must 
go  in  order  to  fulfill  its  task  as  the  expression  of  German 

character What  you  are  seeing  here  are  the  crippled 

products  of  madness,  impertinence,  and  lack  of  talent 

I would  need  several  freight  trains  to  clear  our  galleries  of 
this  rubbish.” 


Adolf  Ziegler,  painter  and  Nazi  politician,  at  the  July  1937 
opening  of  a Nazi  exhibit  of  what  they  called 
“entartete  kunst”  (“degenerate  art”) 


Discover 

Do  some  research  on  the  Internet,  and  see  if  you  can  find  a version  of  Adorno’s  F-Scale  test.  Take  the  test  yourself 


lUmi'  Pause  and  Reflect 


Do  you  believe  that  a test,  such  as  the  F-Scale  test,  can  accurately  predict  who  is  more  likely  to  support  authoritarian  rule?  To 
what  extent  should  you,  as  a student,  question  the  ideas  and  information  provided  to  you  by  your  teachers,  your  textbooks,  and 
other  “authorities,”  including  Adorno? 
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Lesson  2:  The  Lure  of  Authoritarianism 


Read  Perspectives  on  Ideology  starting  on  page  168  at  “The  Need  for  Change  in  Russia”  and  ending  at  the  bottom  of 
page  177.  Make  a set  of  Cornell  Notes,  a concept  map,  or  a set  of  RSS  feeds  that  encapsulate  the  key  ideas,  events, 
and  individuals  discussed  in  the  reading. 

Elf  necessary,  go  the  multimedia  DVD  and  see  the  Toolkit  for  help  with  “Making  Comeli-Style  Notes”  and 
“Making  a Concept  Map.” 

Put  your  completed  notes  or  concept  map  in  your  portfolio  as  a study  resource  and  so  your  teacher  may  view  it,  if 
required. 

Understanding  and  Responding 

Review  “The  Program  of  the  Nazi  Party”  on  page  176  of  Perspectives  on  Ideology,  and  complete  questions  1 to  3. 

In  addition  to  the  questions  from  the  textbook,  answer  the  following  question: 


You  have  examined  several  theories  explaining  the  reasons  why  people  might  support  authoritarian  rule.  How  relevant  are  these 
theories  to  the  rise  of  the  authoritarian  regimes  discussed  in  this  lesson’s  assigned  reading  from  the  textbook?  Explain  in  detail 
by  relating  the  theories  you  have  studied  in  this  lesson  to  specific  examples  from  the  textbook. 


Once  you  have  finished  answering  the  questions,  if  possible,  compare  your  answers  with  those  of  a fellow  student. 
Discuss  your  responses.  Was  there  anything  you  picked  up  on  that  your  fellow  student  missed,  or  vice  versa?  Feel  free 
to  revise  your  answers  based  on  the  additional  insights  provided  by  this  collaboration. 

If  you  aren’t  able  to  compare  your  responses  with  another  student,  submit  the  responses  to  your  teacher  for  feedback. 
Once  again,  revise  your  answers  based  on  that  feedback. 

Place  your  completed  questions  in  your  portfolio.  These  answers  will  serve  as  a valuable  study  resource  for  upcoming 
exams  and  major  assignments. 

Going  Beyond 

In  the  introduction  to  this  lesson,  it  was  noted  that  most  atrocities  are  committed  not  by  dictators,  but  by  people 
following  the  dictator’s  orders.  But  what  allows  people  to  commit  such  heinous  acts?  Were  Hitler’s  and  Stalin’s 
henchmen  all  psychopaths  who  were  vastly  different  from  the  average  person,  or  did  these  people  become  different 
because  of  the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed? 

In  1971,  researchers  at  Stanford  University  conducted  an  experiment  designed  to  understand  the  psychology  of 
imprisonment.  The  now  infamous  simulation  they  created  instead  provided  compelling,  and  somewhat  disturbing, 
insights  into  the  nature  of  humans  and  authority. 


You  can  find  out  more  about  this  research  by  searching  the  “Stanford  Prison  Experimenf  ’ on  the  Internet.  You  may 
also  be  interested  in  the  “Milgram  Experiment,”  which  also  serves  as  a disconcerting  example  of  people’s  willingness 
to  submit  to  authority. 
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Module  4:  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 


Lesson  2 Summary 

In  Lesson  2 you  explored  this  question:  Why  might  a population  favour  dictatorship  over  liberal  democracy? 

Much  thought,  research,  and  writing  has  been  devoted  to  analyzing  how  authoritarian  regimes  gain  and  maintain 
control  over  their  populations.  The  threat  of  violence  or  imprisonment,  and  even  the  actual  murder  of  those  people 
who  don’t  comply  with  the  regimes’  wishes,  certainly  plays  a part  in  securing  the  acquiescence  of  the  population  in 
most  authoritarian  states.  That  being  said,  history  provides  many  examples  of  authoritarian  regimes  established  and 
maintained  with  the  popular  support  of  the  citizens,  even  as  the  potential  for  brutality  by  those  regimes  was  becoming 
apparent. 

Multiple  theories  have  been  proposed  to  explain  this  apparent  willingness  to  embrace  authoritarian  rule.  Some 
philosophers  have  suggested  that  certain  individuals  appear  rightfully  destined  to  rule  based  on  the  special  qualities 
they  possess.  Other  observers  note  that,  in  times  of  crisis,  populations  may  be  inclined  to  surrender  rights  and 
freedoms  in  exchange  for  the  security  promised  by  authoritarian  leaders.  There  are  also  those  who  argue  that 
some  segments  of  the  population  are  psychologically  predisposed  to  accept,  and  often  become  complicit  in,  the 
establishment  of  authoritarian  rule. 

These  theories  are  as  varied  as  the  dictatorships  they  endeavour  to  explain.  Elements  of  all  noted  theories  can  be 
identified  in  the  rise  of  totalitarian  dictatorships  in  Russia  and  Germany  during  the  first  half  of  the  twentieth  century. 

In  both  cases,  most  citizens  did  not  reject  the  principles  of  liberal  democracy  out  of  hand,  but  people  were  frustrated 
by  the  inability  of  weak  democratic  governments  to  put  the  lofty  ideals  of  liberalism  into  actual  practice.  Because  they 
were  blinded  to  the  true  nature  of  new  extremist  ideologies  by  the  promise  of  a better  life,  many  people  in  both  nations 
were  willing  to  surrender  control  to  leaders  who  would  soon  transform  their  governments  into  classic  totalitarian 
dictatorships. 

In  this  lesson  you  worked  on  answering  the  section  question:  What  principles  underlie  the  formation  and  operation  of 
governments  that  reject  liberalism? 
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Section  1 Challenge 


Section  1 Challenge 


iRule:  Planning  Your  Dictatorship 


Overview 


Adolf  Hitler 


Canada  has  a tradition  of  liberal  democracy.  Most  people  would  argue  that  this  tradition  makes  it  unlikely  for  an 
authoritarian  government  to  ever  be  established  in  Canada.  History  shows,  however,  that  Canada  is  not  completely 
immune  to  the  circumstances  that  can  lead  to  dictatorship. 

There  have  been  brief  periods  in  which  Canadians  have  had  many  basic  rights  suspended.  During  the  1970  October 
Crisis,  for  example,  some  people  were  arrested  and  jailed  without  charge.  And  Canadian  soldiers  patrolled  Canadian 
streets,  machine  guns  in  hand.  These  situations  were  temporary,  and  the  actions  were  taken  with  the  intention  of 
protecting  liberal  democracy. 

When  the  government  puts  soldiers  in  the  streets,  however,  how  can  citizens  be  certain  that  the  protection  of 
democracy  is  the  government’s  true  goal?  How  can  citizens  be  assured  that  rights  taken  away  in  the  name  of 
protecting  democracy  will  ever  be  reinstated? 

If  a group  of  people  wanted  to  establish  an  authoritarian  regime  in  Canada,  how  would  they  go  about  it?  Perhaps  by 
thinking  about  this  question,  you  will  be  better  able  to  recognize  political  groups,  policies,  and  laws  that  may  have  the 
ultimate  goal  of  establishing  an  authoritarian  regime.  The  first  step  in  protecting  your  rights  and  freedoms  is  the  ability 
to  identify  the  methodologies  used  by  those  who  would  take  away  those  same  rights  and  freedoms. 

In  this  challenge  you  will  use  the  knowledge  you  gained  in  this  section  to  create  a set  of  plans  for  the  establishment  of 
an  authoritarian  regime  in  Canada.  Your  plan  must 

• have  a basis  in  theory  and  draw  on  the  lessons  learned  from  previous  authoritarian  rulers 

• include  a piece  of  propaganda  that  will  help  encourage  the  people  to  support  your  authoritarian  regime 

Finally,  you  will  make  recommendations  for  the  actions  Canada  can  take  to  ensure  authoritarian  rule  is  never 
established  in  Canada. 

Detailed  instructions  follow.  Prior  to  starting  work,  read  all  the  instructions  carefully  and  review  the  rubric  provided. 
Keep  the  assessment  criteria  in  mind  as  you  plan  and  revise  your  work. 

This  section  challenge  will  take  approximately  two  80-minute  learning  periods  to  complete. 
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Module  4:  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 


Detailed  Instructions 


Part  1:  Planning  for  Power 

Go  to  the  Assignment  Booklet  and  complete  Part  1:  Planning  for  Power  of  the  iRule: 
Planning  Your  Dictatorship  activity. 


© tele52/shutterstock 


Part  2:  Propaganda  Piece  and  Rationale 

Create  a propaganda  piece  designed  to  gather  and  solidify  public  support  for  your 
authoritarian  government.  Look  at  the  “Skill  Path”  on  page  178  of  Perspectives  on 
Ideology  to  get  some  insight  into  who  is  targeted  by  propaganda  and  how  these  people 
are  targeted.  You  may  also  want  to  do  some  research.  Check  out  what  resources  about 
propaganda  are  available  at  your  local  library  or  on  the  Internet. 

Your  propaganda  piece  may  take  one  of  the  following  forms: 


• Propaganda  Poster:  This  may  be  created  digitally  or  by  hand.  Your  teacher  may, 
however,  request  that  the  final  product  be  submitted  in  digital  form.  This  means 
that  if  you  create  your  poster  by  hand,  you  should  scan  the  artwork  or  take  a 
good  quality  digital  photo.  Think  carefully  about  the  images  and  slogan  that  you 
put  on  your  propaganda  poster.  This  information  should  be  chosen  with  your  primary  target  audiences  in  mind. 
Review  propaganda  posters  of  the  Nazis,  the  Soviets,  or  other  regimes  to  see  some  examples  of  propaganda 
posters. 


character:  © Lorelyn  Medina/shutterstock; 
DVD:  © Vladfoto/shutterstock 


• Short  Radio  Spot:  The  piece  should  be  from  30  to  60  seconds  in  length  and  may  be  submitted  as  a detailed 
script  or  as  a recording.  The  radio  spot  may  include  carefully  chosen  music  and/or  sound  effects.  If  you  are 
handing  in  only  a script,  a description  of  the  music  and  the  reasoning  behind  your  choice  should  be  included. 

You  will  also  need  to  go  to  the  Assignment  Booklet  to  complete  Part  2:  Propaganda  Piece  and  Rationale  of  the  iRule: 
Planning  Your  Dictatorship  activity.  Explain  and  justify  your  approach  to  creating  propaganda. 

Part  3:  Fortifying  Freedom 

Remember,  the  ultimate  goal  of  this  challenge  is  not  to  encourage  you  to  become 
a dictator,  but  to  make  you  more  aware  of  the  tools  used  by  authoritarians  to  gain 
control  of  a society.  The  last  task  you  must  complete  is  to  make  recommendations  for 
how  Canada  and  similar  nations  can  ensure  their  liberal  democratic  systems  are  never 
replaced  by  authoritarian  regimes. 

You  should  consider  what  you  have  learned  in  this  section  when  formulating  your 
response.  You  may  also  want  to  seek  advice  from  others  for  this  task. 

© tele52/shutterstock 
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Section  1 Challenge 


Think  about  people  you  know  who  may  have  had  experience  living  under  authoritarian  rule.  Potential  candidates 
could  include  grandparents,  parents,  friends,  or  other  acquaintances  who  have  immigrated  to  Canada  or  who  are 
still  living  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Ask  their  opinions  and  weigh  their  responses  against  your  own  ideas.  As  you 
formulate  your  response,  feel  free  to  make  reference  to  concepts  you  have  covered  in  previous  modules. 

Go  to  the  Assignment  Booklet  and  record  your  recommendations  in  Part  3:  Fortifying  Freedom  of  the  iRule:  Planning 
I Your  Dictatorship  activity. 

I Part  4:  Assessment 

! Go  to  the  Assignment  Booklet  and  complete  Part  4:  Assessment. 

I Section  1 Summary 

In  this  section  you  have  developed  knowledge  about  the  various  forms  of  authoritarian  governments,  the  terminology 
i associated  with  these  forms,  and  case  studies  that  illustrate  how  these  types  of  authoritarian  governments  operate. 

i 

' You  answered  the  section  question:  What  principles  underlie  the  formation  and  operation  of  governments  that  reject 
I liberalism? 

; You  studied  popular  theories  about  why  some  populations  largely  accept  and  support  authoritarian  rule,  and  you 
related  these  theories  to  the  rejection  of  liberalism  that  took  place  in  some  nations  in  the  first  half  of  the  twentieth 
century. 

Finally,  you  have  hypothesized  how  authoritarian  rule  could  be  established  in  Canada.  And  you  have  begun  to 
consider  what  factors  are  important  in  maintaining  a strong,  liberal  democracy. 

The  knowledge  and  ideas  you  developed  in  this  section  will  be  invaluable  as  you  explore  and  evaluate  ideologically 
driven  totalitarianism  in  the  remaining  sections  of  Module  4.  In  this  section  you  worked  on  answering  the  module 
question:  To  what  extent  is  resistance  to  liberalism  justified? 

Later  in  this  course,  your  knowledge  will  provide  important  insights  as  you  begin  to  evaluate  liberalism  and 
illiberalism  within  Canada  and  around  the  world. 
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Section  2:  When  Freedom  Fails 


SOCIAL  STUDIES  30-1  . = 

Module  4:  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 


Section  2:  When  Freedom  Fails 


Section  2 Introduction 


of  the 

Spectrum 


Cauliflower’s  Idea  ProdujMOn^RESENTS  Some  Guy  AS  James  Bond  IN  The  Far  Ends  of  the  Spectrum 
CO^^ARRING  Joe  Sfa^'-Adolf  Hitler  • WITH  Benito  Mussolini  and  Chairman  Mao  Zedong 
. ' FEATURING  THE  HIT  SINGLES  “The  Internationale  " and  “The  Horst  Wessle  Song" 

PNk  I-OIs  o'  It  .1'lv.jf:  Jlly  really  tine  pnnt  that  nobody  every  reads  bol  is  probablv  important  Irom  a lejai  standpoint 


mannequin:  © Urbanhearts/4767821/Fotolia,  passport:  © Andrew  Bucl<in/13728064/Fotolia,  nazi  stamp:  © Oxlock/13800465/Fotolia,  globe  and 
shaded  people:  © ktsdesign/441043/Fotolia,  aperature:  © Maximo  Sanz/12262152/Fotolia,  guard:  © Ljupco  Smokovski/10844238/Fotolia,  man  with 
pistol:  ©Sergey/22051268/Fotolia,  Stalin,  Hitler 
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Section  2 Introduction 


If  you  were  to  briefly  survey  the  thousands  of  fietional  thrillers  produced  over  the  last  50  years,  you  would  no  doubt 
find  that  the  heroes  of  these  works  are  frequently  pitted  against  an  ideological  group  threatening  the  “free  world.”  Of 
those  threatening  groups,  two  tend  to  reappear  with  great  regularity  in  Western  fiction.  Whether  this  is  in  the  guise  of 
dastardly  Soviet  spies  attempting  to  steal  military  secrets,  or  in  the  form  of  a shadowy  group  of  neo-Nazis  attempting 
to  overturn  the  existing  world  order,  communists  and  fascists  have  long  been  some  of  popular  culture’s  favourite 
“stock  enemies”  of  liberal  democracy. 

The  fictional  treatments  of  these  characters,  however,  is  often  very  superficial.  Communists  and  fascists  provide 
convenient  and  readily  identifiable  “bad  guys”  for  protagonists  to  battle,  but  audiences  are  seldom  given  real  insight 
into  the  ideologies  that  supposedly  drive  these  characters  to  carry  out  their  villainous  deeds. 

Millions  of  people  around  the  globe  have  subscribed  to  various  forms  of  communism  and  fascism  at  one  time  or 
another,  and  many  still  do.  Are  all  these  people,  like  many  movie  villains,  simply  cruel  and  power-hungry  monsters 
who  have  found  their  perfect  niche  in  a totalitarian  state?  This  seems  unlikely. 

To  really  understand  the  potential  appeal  of  fascism  and  communism,  it  is  important  to  go  beyond  simple  stereotypes 
and  delve  into  the  history  of  these  influential  movements.  By  now,  you’ve  probably  got  some  sense  of  the  basic  tenets 
of  each  ideology,  but  could  you  articulate — in  some  sort  of  detail — the  differences  between  the  two?  Do  you  know 
how  and  why  each  one  developed? 

You  previously  explored  general  theories  to  explain  the  rise  of  authoritarian  systems.  In  this  section  you  will  closely 
examine  communism  and  fascism.  You  will  also  discover  how  these  ideologies  served  as  the  basis  for  two  of  the  most 
infamous  totalitarian  dictatorships  in  history. 

In  this  section  you  will  be  answering  this  question: 

What  are  some  alternative  ideologies  that  developed  in  response  to  liberalism? 

In  This  Section 

In  this  section  there  are  two  lessons  and  one  section  challenge. 

In  each  lesson  you  will  have  opportunities  to 

• familiarize  yourself  with  the  ideals  and  policies  associated  with  communist  and  fascist  ideologies 

• discover  how  totalitarian  regimes  founded  on  extremist  ideologies  functioned  in  practice 

Lesson  1:The  Rise  of  Communism 

In  this  lesson  you  will  study  this  question:  What  are  the  fundamental  principles  of  communism,  and  how  were  those 
principles  implemented  in  archetypal  communist  regimes? 

You  will  build  upon  the  knowledge  of  communism  you  acquired  from  your  previous  study  of  Karl  Marx.  You  will 
develop  a deeper  understanding  of  communist  principles  and  how  they  were  applied  and  modified  in  the  Soviet  Union 
during  the  first  half  of  the  twentieth  century. 
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Section  2:  When  Freedom  Fails 


Lesson  2:  Fascism  and  Naziism  in  Practice 

In  this  lesson  you  will  further  familiarize  yourself  with  the  ideals  and  origins  of  fascism  and  discover  how  those  ideals 
were  implemented  and  adapted  by  the  Nazi  regime  of  Adolf  Hitler. 

You  will  explore  this  question:  What  are  the  fundamental  principles  associated  with  fascism,  and  how  were  these 
principles  implemented  by  fascist  regimes? 

Section  2 Challenge:  Interview  with  a Dictator 


At  the  end  of  this  section  you  will  demonstrate  the  knowledge  and  understanding  you  acquired  in  the  lessons  by 
developing  interview  questions  to  be  posed  to  infamous  twentieth-century  dictators.  You  will  also  be  required  to 
predict  likely  responses  to  your  questions  based  on  your  knowledge  of  extremist  ideologies  and  totalitarianism. 


Outcomes 

In  this  section  you  will 

• analyze  the  extent  to  which  the  practises 
of  political  and  economic  systems 
reflect  principles  of  liberalism 

• appreciate  various  perspectives 
regarding  the  promotion  of  liberalism 
within  political  and  economic  systems 

• appreciate  various  perspectives 
regarding  the  viability  of  the  principles 
of  liberalism 

• evaluate  ideological  systems  that 
rejected  principles  of  liberalism 

• examine  the  characteristics  of  ideology 

• analyze  collectivism  as  a foundation  of 
ideology 


• cooperation 

• critical  thinking 

• creative  thinking 

• historical  thinking 


• decision  making 
problem  solving 


respect  for  multiple 
perspectives 


gathering  information 
organizing  information 
analyzing  and 
evaluating  information 


oral  literacy 
written  literacy 
visual  literacy 
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Lesson  1 : The  Rise  of  Communism 


Section  2:  When  Freedom  Fails 


Lesson  1:The  Rise  of  Communism 


Get  Focused 

Of  the  alternate  or  authoritative  ideologies  that  arose 
in  response  to  liberalism,  few  have  demonstrated  more 
longevity  and  global  appeal  than  communism.  Over  the 
years,  communism  has  found  supporters  among  rural 
peasants,  urban  industrial  workers,  students,  and  noted 
academics. 

Communist  movements  and  political  parties  have 
developed  on  every  major  continent,  and  they  continue  to 
exist  today.  In  fact,  by  the  1980s,  more  than 
one-third  of  the  world’s  population  lived  under  some 
form  of  communist  rule. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  the  theoretical  basis  of 
communist  ideology  in  more  depth  and  examine  attempts 
to  put  that  theory  into  practice. 


© Witold  Krasowski/1 1 31 0600/Fotolia 


In  Lesson  1 you  will  explore  this  question: 

What  are  the  fundamental  principles  of  communism,  and  how  were  those  archetypal:  classic;  the 

principles  implemented  in  archetypal  communist  regimes?  example  on  which  others  are 

DdSGCl 

Explore 

mJtIt  Check  Your  Understanding 

To  understand  the  appeal  of  communism  and  to  be  able  to  evaluate  its  practical  application,  it  is  important  to  have  a 
good  grasp  of  communist  theory.  You  were  introduced  to  Karl  Marx  in  Module  2.  Marx’s  theories  form  the  basis  for 
communist  thought. 

I 1 Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  access  “Marxist  Theory  Review”  to  see  how  much  you  remember  from 
L.  DVD^  previous  lessons. 
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Module  4:  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 


Read 

How  did  you  do  on  this  Marxist  Theory  Review  self-check?  If  you  struggled,  go  back  and  review  pages  136  and  137 
in  Perspectives  on  Ideology  before  continuing  on  with  the  lesson. 

The  Key  Principles  of  Communist  Ideology 


Many  nations  have  adopted  Marxism.  While  the  ideology  has  sometimes  been 
modified  to  suit  the  varying  economic  circumstances  and  cultural  compositions  of 
individual  nations,  most  Marxist  governments  are  grounded  in  certain  basic  principles. 

The  following  diagram  summarizes  the  key  principles  of  communism  that  may  be  implemented  to  different  degrees 
by  communist  governments.  Some  of  the  terms,  such  as  collectivism  (related  to  collectivization),  may  be  new  to  you. 
If  you  are  unfamiliar  with  any  of  the  terminology  you  encounter,  don’t  be  afraid  to  do  a little  independent  research 
for  clarity.  The  ability  to  teach  yourself  is  an  important  life  skill.  If,  after  doing  some  research,  you  are  still  uncertain 
about  the  meaning  of  a term,  consult  your  teacher  for  clarification. 


collectivization:  the  abolition 
of  private  property  in  favour  of 
group  or  state  ownership 


Collectivism 

All  individuals  are 
workers  who  labour 
together  for  the  good 
of  the  group.  The 
state  provides 
everyone  with  the 
necessities  of  life. 


Revolution  & 

Dictatorship  of  the 
Proletariat 

• Bourgeoisie  governments 
are  to  be  overthrown. 

• A workers’  dictatorship  will 
govern  until  communism  is 
fully  established  and  the  state 
“withers  away.” 


Public  Enterprise 

• Private  ownership  of 
the  means  of  production 
should  be  eliminated. 

The  state,  representing 
the  working  class,  should 
own  all  the  industry 
and  land. 


Egalitarianism 

• All  people,  regardless 
of  race,  national  origin, 
or  gender,  should  be 
treated  equally. 


Internationalism 

• Nationalism  is  largely' 
irrelevant.  Regardless 
of  their  nationality, most 
of  the  world’s  people  are 
workers.  The  true  enemies 
are  not  other  national  groups, 
but  the  capitalists  who  exploit 
the  workers  in  all  nations. 
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Lesson  1 : The  Rise  of  Communism 


Pause  and  Reflect 


Are  there  any  goals  or  principles  in  the  diagram  about  communist  ideology  that  you  believe  are  admirable?  Are  there  any  that  you 
believe  are  flawed  or  just  plain  wrong?  Are  there  any  goals  or  principles  that  sound  good  in  principle,  but  might  be  unworkable  in 
practice?  How  has  your  own  ideology  affected  your  perspective  when  assessing  the  diagram? 


Communism  in  the  Soviet  Union 


© 2009  Jupiterimages  Corporation 


A 1950  Soviet  poster  commemorates  International  Workers’  Day  (May  Day).  Does  Canada  have  a 
holiday  to  recognize  the  importance  of  workers? 


The  first  nation  to  attempt  to  implement  some  variation  of  Marxist  ideology  on  a large  scale  was  Russia.  The  Soviet 
Union  provides  a classic  case  study  of  the  potential  benefits  and  problems  that  can  arise  when  communist  theory  is 
actually  put  into  practice. 
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Module  4:  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 


Read 

Read  pages  179  to  186  in  Perspectives  on  Ideology,  up  to  “Fascism  in  Nazi  Germany”  on  page  186.  Pay  close 
attention  to  the  problems  that  presented  themselves  as  communist  theory  was  put  into  effect  in  the  Soviet  Union  and 
the  solutions  that  were  implemented  by  the  government.  As  you  read,  create  a study  resource  for  yourself  in  a form 
that  appeals  to  you.  Cornell  Notes,  a concept  map,  or  even  a well-annotated  timeline  would  all  be  appropriate  choices. 

Place  your  competed  study  resource  in  your  portfolio  for  future  review. 


s 

Check  Your  Understanding 

A familiarity  with  names,  events,  and  terms  related  to  communism  in  the  Soviet  Union  will  be  important  to  achieving 
success  on  future  exams.  Moreover,  such  knowledge  will  help  you  confidently  discuss  Soviet  communism  in  essays 
and  other  written  assignments. 


[*] 

Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  complete  “Soviet  Communism  Crossword.” 

If  you  struggle  with  any  of  the  terms,  you  should  add  them  to  a personal  glossary  in  your  portfolio.  You  can  then  use 
this  glossary  as  a study  resource. 


Q 

Discussion 


The  Russia  that  Vladimir  Lenin  took  over  in  the  1917 
Communist  Revolution  was,  in  comparison  to  its 
European  neighbours,  a relatively  backward  nation.  The 
basis  of  the  country’s  economy  was  agriculture,  and  it 
had  relatively  few  factories.  In  some  sense,  it  was  as  if  the 
Industrial  Revolution  had  never  arrived  in  Russia. 

Fifty  years  later,  the  Soviet  Union  would  be  a military 
and  technological  colossus  proclaiming  the  superiority  of 
communism  through,  among  other  things,  the  launching 
of  the  world’s  first  artificial  satellite.  In  a sense,  Lenin, 
and  particularly  Stalin,  had  moved  the  country  from  a 
largely  pre-industrial  state  to  an  industrial  superpower  in 
a third  of  the  time  that  it  had  taken  liberal  democracies  to 
reach  a similar  level  of  development. 


This  Soviet  Union  stamp  commemorates  the  launch  of  Sputnik 
in  1957.  How  might  such  an  accomplishment  be  perceived  in  the 
West? 
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Lesson  1 : The  Rise  of  Communism 


Workers  at  the  Belbaltlag  slave  labour  camp  in  the  Soviet  Union 
(1932).  Do  you  think  it  is  justifiable  to  imprison  individuals  who 
might  be  enemies  of  the  state? 


This  short  road  to  success  was  paved,  however,  with  the 
deaths  of  millions  of  Soviet  citizens  and  the  suffering  of 
millions  more.  Many  historians  paint  Joseph  Stalin  as 
a paranoid  mass  murderer,  willing  to  sacrifice  anyone 
to  increase  the  economic  and  military  power  under  his 
control. 


“The  death  of  one  man  is  a tragedy,  the  death  of  millions  is  a 
statistic.” 

Joseph  Stalin ' 


There  are  those,  though,  who  see  Stalin  as  a heroic 
figure  who,  through  vision  and  iron  will,  transformed 
the  Soviet  Union  into  a modem  industrial  state.  All  of 
the  death  and  the  suffering,  they  might  argue,  was  the 
price  that  had  to  be  paid,  just  as  many  workers  in  liberal 
democracies  paid  the  price  for  the  advances  made  during 
the  Industrial  Revolution. 


“We  are  50  or  100  years  behind  the  advanced  countries.  We  must  make  good  this  lag  in  ten  years. 
Either  we  do  it  or  they  crush  us.” 

Joseph  Stalin 


What  do  you  think?  Is  it  justifiable  to  sacrifice  the  lives  or  freedom  of  a minority  of  the  people  in  order  to  vastly 
improve  the  lives  of  the  entire  population?  In  short,  do  the  ends  justify  the  means? 

Discuss  this  question  with  fellow  students,  friends,  or  family  members.  If  you  wish,  you  could  post  the  question  on  a 
discussion  board  or  social  networking  site.  It  would  be  a good  idea  to  provide  a context  for  your  discussion  by  briefly 
outlining  Soviet  history  in  the  first  half  of  the  twentieth  century. 

There  is  no  need  to  limit  the  discussion  to  Stalin  and  the  Soviet  Union,  however.  If  you  or  your  discussion  group  can 
think  of  other  examples  where  some  people  were  forced  to  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  the  group,  by  all  means  include 
these  examples  in  your  discussion. 


Pause  and  Reflect 

What  did  you  learn  in  your  discussion?  Were  you  surprised  at  some  of  your  friends’  responses?  Did  anyone  provide  examples 
that  changed  your  perspective  on  authoritarianism?  on  liberalism? 
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Going  Beyond 

One  of  the  problems  with  the  study  of  authoritarian  systems  is  that  it  is  difficult  for  people  reading  a textbook  to  really 
identify  with  the  millions  of  people  who  have  suffered  under  dictatorial  rule.  For  some  people,  novels  and  films  can 
provide  a more  provocative  look  at  the  past,  especially  if  the  creators  of  the  novel  or  film  make  an  effort  to  maintain 
an  accurate  portrayal  of  history. 

For  example,  the  conditions  endured  by  millions  of  Soviet  citizens  in  the  Siberian  Gulag  are  captured  in  Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn’s  1962  novel  One  Day  in  the  Life  of  Ivan  Denisovich.  A film  version  of  the  book  is  also  available. 

Solzhenitsyn,  who  himself  was  a prominent  dissident  critical  of  Soviet  communism,  spent  time  in  a Soviet  prison 
camp.  His  writings  won  him  the  Nobel  Prize  for  literature  in  1970.  If  you  can,  obtain  either  the  book  or  the  film 
version  of  One  Day  in  the  Life  of  Ivan  Denisovich.  It  provides  a compelling  look  a life  in  a Soviet  prison  camp. 


Until  1917,  the  theories  of  Karl  Marx  had  never  been 
put  into  practice  on  any  large  scale.  The  Russian 
Revolution  would  turn  the  Soviet  Union  into  the  testing 
ground  for  communist  ideology.  The  practicality  of 
remaking  an  economy  to  fit  communist  ideals  forced 
the  Soviet  Union’s  first  leader,  Vladimir  Lenin,  to 
make  compromises.  He  maintained  some  elements  of 
capitalism  in  order  to  maintain  economic  stability. 

His  successor,  Joseph  Stalin,  was  uncompromising. 
Stalin  instituted  a program  of  collectivization  that 
stripped  land  from  farmers  and  placed  the  land  in 
state  hands.  He  embarked  on  a massive  program  of 
industrialization.  The  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat 
promised  by  Marxist  ideology  was  replaced  by  the 
totalitarian  rule  of  Stalin. 

Stalin’s  regime  used  the  classic  tools  of  totalitarianism. 
Those  people  that  he  perceived  as  a threat  to  him  or  his 
plans  were  eliminated  or  imprisoned. 

Secret  police  spied  on  and  intimidated  the  population. 
Well-orchestrated  propaganda  campaigns  and  programs 
of  indoctrination  created  a cult  of  personality  that 
portrayed  Stalin  as  the  nation’s  infallible  leader.  Mass 
rallies  provided  people  with  a sense  of  fellowship  and 
grandeur. 

cult  of  personality:  a form  of  hero  worship  in  which  a leader  is  revered  by  followers  as  a model  of  perfection 


Lesson  1 Summary 
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Joseph  Stalin 
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Lesson  1 : The  Rise  of  Communism 


Stalin’s  ruthless  dictatorship  had  brought  the  Soviet  Union  to  a point  where  the  country  rivalled  or  surpassed  many  of 
the  world’s  liberal  democracies  in  military  might,  technological  achievement,  and  in  the  provision  of  social  programs 
for  citizens.  But  the  state  had  not  “withered  away”  as  Marx  had  promised,  leaving  the  people  to  work  intuitively 
for  the  good  of  their  neighbours.  In  fact,  the  state  had  become  a monolithic  institution  with  much  of  its  power 
concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a single  man. 

It  was  a fear  of  the  state,  as  much  as  enthusiasm  for  communism,  that  had  driven  the  workers  of  the  Soviet  Union  to 
build  a new  industrialized  nation.  The  challenge  that  would  face  that  nation  in  the  latter  half  of  the  twentieth  century 
I would  be  to  maintain  progress  without  resorting  to  the  brutal  methods  employed  by  Joseph  Stalin. 

In  this  lesson  you  worked  on  answering  this  question:  What  are  the  fundamental  principles  of  communism,  and  how 
were  those  principles  implemented  in  archetypal  communist  regimes? 

I 

The  section  question  is:  What  are  some  alternative  ideologies  that  developed  in  response  to  liberalism? 


i 

i 
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Module  4:  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 


Section  2:  When  Freedom  Fails 


Lesson  2:  Fascism  and  Naziism  in  Practice 
Get  Focused 


A series  of  stunning  defeats  in  World  War  1 and 
frustration  with  attempts  to  establish  an  effective 
democratic  government  helped  propel  Russians  into 
the  arms  of  communism.  Ironically,  those  same  factors 
led  several  European  nations  to  accept  dictatorial  rule 
based  on  fascism,  an  ideology  that  is  in  many  ways 
communism’s  opposite. 

Fascism,  and  its  more  extreme  offshoot,  Naziism,  reject 
the  communist  notion  of  an  egalitarian,  classless  society 
and  state  ownership  of  the  means  of  production.  Fascism 
replaces  those  concepts  with  ultranationalism  and 
a corporate  state  where  private  business  co-operates 
closely  with  the  government. 

ultranationalism:  an  extreme  form  of  nationalism  that 
places  the  interests  of  one  national  group  of  people  above 
those  of  other  people 


© mark  yuill/11816911/Fotolia 


This  Italian  stamp  commemorates  the  alliance  between 
Mussolini’s  fascist  Italy  and  Hitler’s  Nazi  Germany. 


Despite  these  important  differences,  fascists  made  use  of  many  of  the  same  tactics  as  Stalin  to  establish  and 
maintain  totalitarian  dictatorships.  It  is  important,  however,  that  you  don’t  confuse  the  two  ideologies  of  fascism  and 
communism. 

This  lesson  will  build  on  knowledge  you  may  already  have  about  fascism  and  help  you  distinguish  fascist  ideals  from 
those  of  communism  and  liberal  democracy. 

In  Lesson  2 you  will  explore  this  question: 

What  are  the  fundamental  principles  associated  with  fascism,  and  how  were  these  principles  implemented  by 
fascist  regimes? 
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Lesson  2:  Fascism  and  Naziism  in  Practice 


jExplore 

The  Origins  of  Fascism 

Fascism  was  born  in  post- World  War  1 Italy.  In  the 
early  1920s,  Italy  was  a country  racked  with  economic 
problems,  strikes,  and  soeial  unrest.  During  the 
negotiations  that  led  to  the  Treaty  of  Versailles,  Italy’s 
territorial  claims  had  been  largely  ignored  by  her 
wartime  allies.  Frustrated  by  these  eonditions,  a group 
of  Italian  war  veterans  formed  the  Fascist  Party  under 
the  leadership  of  Benito  Mussolini. 

Treaty  of  Versailles:  the  treaty  that  brought  a formal  end  to 
World  War  I and  dictated  terms  to  the  losing  side,  including 
the  transfer  of  some  territories  to  the  control  of  victorious 
nations 

Italian  fascism  promoted  nationalism,  militarism,  and 
imperialism.  Mussolini  hoped  to  return  Italy  to  the 
; state  of  grandeur  the  country  enjoyed  when  it  was  the 
centre  of  the  Roman  Empire.  In  faet,  traditionalism 
: and  a nostalgia  for  the  “glorious  past”  is  another 
, common  feature  of  fascism.  For  some  people,  the  idea  of  a 
appealing. 

militarism:  a government  policy  that  promotes  the  development  and  maintenance  of  a powerful  military  in  order  to  protect  and 
promote  a country’s  national  interests 

imperialism:  a government  policy  that  promotes  the  establishment  of  an  empire,  usually  through  military  conquest 
traditionalism:  praise  for,  and  promotion  of,  the  values  and  achievements  of  the  past 
paramilitary:  an  adjective  used  to  describe  a private  army  or  unofficial  militia 


more  powerful  and  respected  Italy  was,  no  doubt. 


Also  appealing  to  some  people  was  the  fascists’  anti-communist  stance.  In  the  tough  economic  times  of  post-war 
Italy,  communists  and  radical  socialists  had  occasionally  taken  over  factories  and  staged  protests.  Many  people 
in  government  and  business  feared  Italy  might  undergo  a communist  revolution  like  the  recent  one  in  Russia. 
Consequently,  despite  the  violence  and  intimidation  often  employed  against  communists  and  socialists  by  Mussolini’s 
paramilitary  army,  known  as  the  squadristi  or  Blackshirts,  the  fascists  were  largely  tolerated  by  the  authorities. 

Supported  by  his  Blackshirts,  Mussolini  staged  a bloodless  coup  in  1922.  In  what  became  known  as  the  March  on 
Rome,  Mussolini  and  his  troops  began  a march  toward  Rome  with  the  intent  of  overthrowing  the  government.  The 
Italian  king,  who  commanded  the  army,  refused  to  send  his  troops  against  the  Blackshirts.  Due  to  this  refusal,  power 
was  effectively  handed  over  to  Mussolini. 

Over  the  next  few  years,  Mussolini,  who  took  the  title  II  Duce  (the  leader),  consolidated  his  power,  banned  rival 
political  movements,  and  restricted  personal  rights  and  freedoms  under  the  guise  of  preventing  revolution.  He 
concluded  an  agreement  with  the  influential  Catholic  Church  to  gain  its  support.  He  also  signed  treaties  with  a nation 
to  the  north,  whose  newly  elected  leader,  Adolf  Hitler,  was  an  admirer  of  Mussolini’s  approach  to  government. 
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Fascism  in  the  Extreme:  Naziism 

anti-Semitism:  hatred  and 
prejudice  directed  at  people  of 
Jewish  faith  or  origin 


Read 


Naziism  is  a form  of  fascism  that  incorporates  racism  and  anti-Semitism  as 
fundamental  parts  of  its  doctrines.  The  term  Naziism  is  derived  from  the  name  of 
the  fascist  party  that  rose  to  control  Germany  in  the  1930s  and  1940s,  the  National 
Socialist  German  Worker’s  Party  or  “Nazi”  Party. 


To  gain  insight  into  Naziism,  read  Perspectives  on  Ideology  from  the  heading  “Fascism  in  Nazi  Germany”  on 
page  186  to  the  end  of  page  192.  Pay  close  attention  to  how  Nazi  policies  affected  different  populations  within 
Germany. 


Once  again,  as  you  work  through  the  reading,  create  a study  resource  in  the  form  of 
Cornell  Notes,  a concept  map,  or  RSS  Feeds.  Take  special  care  to  include  important 
names  and  terminology  in  your  resource.  Store  your  completed  study  resource  in  your 
portfolio  for  later  retrieval.  You  will  likely  want  to  use  the  information  to  help  you  with 
upcoming  projects  and  to  review  for  exams.  You  will  encounter  the  terms  autarky  and 
eugenics  in  the  course  of  your  reading. 


Check  Your  Understanding 


autarky:  economic  j 

self-sufficiency  H 

eugenics:  a largely  J 

discredited  science  of  T 

improving  the  human  race  ^ 

through  programs  of  selective  ^ 
breeding,  sterilization,  and 
euthanasia  i 


a Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  complete  “Fascist  Facts”  to  ensure  that  you  have  a sound  knowledge  of  the 
events,  individuals,  and  terminology  surrounding  Italian  fascism  and  the  Nazi  regime  in  Germany. 
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Lesson  2:  Fascism  and  Naziism  in  Practice 


Going  Beyond 

Although  his  rule  was  an  unmitigated  disaster  for  much  of  the  world,  it  can  be  argued  that  Adolf  Hitler  was  the 
world’s  single  most  influential  person  in  the  twentieth  century.  His  policies  ultimately  led  to  the  death  of  millions 
of  people  and  affected  the  political  landscape  of  the  world  for  years  to  come.  Naziism  forced  the  United  States  to 
li  abandon  a policy  of  isolationism  and  led  it  to  become  a global  superpower  and  the  acknowledged  leader  among  the 
world’s  liberal  democracies. 

1 Germany’s  attacks  on  the  Soviet  Union  in  the  Second  World  War  led  to  the  creation  of  a massive  Soviet  army  that 
^ would  ultimately  occupy  the  formerly  democratic  nations  of  Eastern  Europe  and  impose  communism  upon  the  people. 

Were  it  not  for  Hitler,  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  might  have  remained  focused  on  domestic  affairs. 

! Instead,  the  two  superpowers  vied  with  one  another  to  fill  the  ideological  vacuum  left  by  the  demise  of  fascism  in 
j Europe  and  started  a Cold  War  that  would  last  for  several  decades. 

I Because  of  the  pivotal  role  Hitler  and  the  Nazis  played  in  shaping  twentieth-century  history,  there  are  reams  of 
additional  materials  worth  looking  at  to  gain  a better  understanding  of  fascism,  Naziism,  and  the  events  and  policies 
j associated  with  them.  Here  are  just  a few  ideas  for  additional  exploration: 

• Watch  Schindler’s  List,  Steven  Spielberg’s  award-winning  retelling  of  the  true  story  of  Oskar  Schindler,  a 
Nazi  industrialist  who  saved  more  than  a thousand  Jews  from  death  in  the  concentration  camps  during  World 
War  11.  Be  warned,  however,  that  Schindler’s  List  is  intended  for  adult  audiences.  It  contains  strong  language, 
some  scenes  of  nudity,  and  realistic  portrayals  of  violence.  Viewing  this  movie  is  a sobering  and  disturbing 

' experience  for  most  people.  Schindler’s  List  is,  however,  an  important  film  that  provides  an  emotional 

' perspective  on  the  Holocaust  that  is  often  difficult  to  attain  by  simply  reading  a textbook  account.  That  said,  if 

' you  consider  yourself  a sensitive  viewer,  you  may  want  to  avoid  this  movie. 

[ 

I • In  1967,  in  Palo  Alto,  California,  high  school  teacher  Ron  Jones  created  a school  organization  called  The  Third 
Wave,  modelled  very  much  on  fascist  principles.  The  events  that  transpired  in  his  school  serve  as  a warning 
! that  the  pre-conditions  for  fascism  to  arise  are  not  confined  to  any  particular  place  or  time.  Research  Ron  Jones 

and  The  Third  Wave.  Alternatively,  you  could  watch  the  interesting,  if  a little  bit  dated,  movie  adaptation  of  his 
experience,  called  The  Wave. 

• Eugenics  did  not  begin  with,  nor  was  its  practice  confined  to,  the  Nazi  regime.  Eugenics  programs  existed  in 
many  places  before  and  even  after  the  horrors  perpetrated  by  the  Nazis.  Research  the  Alberta  Eugenics  Board 
and  the  Sexual  Sterilization  Act  of  Alberta.  Take  a look  at  some  of  the  names  of  the  early  members  of  the 
Eugenics  Board,  and  you  may  note  the  disturbing  irony  that  some  of  these  individuals  are  famous  for  their 
battles  to  gain  rights  for  another  group  in  society.  Note,  too,  how  long  after  the  fall  of  Nazi  Germany  that  the 
final  vestiges  of  eugenics  policy  were  removed  from  Alberta  law. 

• Anti-Semitism  continues  to  be  a problem  even  after  the  Holocaust.  Anti-Semitic  actions  still  take  place  today  in 
many  nations,  including  Canada.  To  get  some  further  insight  into  the  nature  of  anti-semitism  and  indoctrination, 
research  the  activities  of  former  Alberta  teacher  James  Keegstra.  The  controversy  surrounding  Keegstra 
highlights  how  important  it  is  for  you  to  employ  good  research  techniques  and  critical  thinking  skills,  even 
when  presented  with  information  by  your  teachers. 

• Research  other  fascist  regimes  that  existed  in  places  like  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Japan.  What  were  the  similarities 
and  differences  between  these  regimes  and  Italian  or  German  fascism? 
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Lesson  2 Summary 

In  the  1920s  and  1930s,  fascist  regimes  began  to  take  power  in  many  countries,  particularly  in  Europe.  In  Italy,  Benito 
Mussolini  would  be  handed  the  control  of  the  government  by  people  who  feared  communism  more  than  fascism  and 
sought  a political  movement  that  might  be  able  to  address  Italy’s  problems  more  effectively  than  the  post-World  War  1 
liberal  democratic  government. 

A few  years  later,  Adolf  Hitler  would  build  on  his  party’s  marginal  electoral  successes  to  manoeuvre  himself  into  a 
position  of  leadership  in  the  German  government.  Then,  after  seizing  full  dictatorial  power  by  means  of  a fabricated 
national  emergency,  he  would  proceed  to  create  a state  based  on  a brand  of  totalitarian  fascism  that  was  darker  and  far 
more  violent  than  that  which  Mussolini  had  originally  conceived. 

For  some  people  living  under  fascist  rule,  there  appeared  to  be  benefits.  Big  business  thrived  as  military  spending 
increased  and  labour  unions  were  outlawed.  The  threat  of  communist  revolution  was  largely  eliminated.  Many  citizens 
attributed  such  things  as  improvements  in  the  job  market,  reduced  crime,  and  a reduction  in  political  unrest  directly  to 
the  leadership  of  Hitler  and  Mussolini. 

Fascist  principles  like  racism,  nationalism,  and  anti-liberalism  meant,  however,  that  many  of  those  people  whose 
race,  political  beliefs,  or  genetic  pedigree  did  not  meet  with  the  fascist  ideal  suffered  imprisonment  or  death  under  the 
rule  of  Mussolini  and  Hitler.  These  evil  aspects  of  fascism  would  spread  beyond  the  borders  of  Italy  and  Germany  as 
Mussolini  and  Hitler  implemented  their  plans  for  territorial  expansion.  The  war  that  resulted  from  their  militarist  and 
imperialist  policies  would  briefly  unite  communist  and  liberal  nations  in  the  common  goal  of  defeating  expansionist 
fascist  regimes  both  in  Europe  and  in  Asia. 

In  Lesson  2 you  studied  this  question:  What  are  the  fundamental  principles  associated  with  fascism,  and  how  were 
these  principles  implemented  by  fascist  regimes? 

The  section  question  is  this:  What  are  some  alternative  ideologies  that  developed  in  response  to  liberalism? 
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Section  2 Challenge 


[Interview  with  a Dictator 

i 

ijOverview 

I 

[In  this  section  challenge  you  will  display  your 

I knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  twentieth  century’s 
Uwo  most  notorious  totalitarian  regimes.  You  will  also 
i demonstrate  your  ability  to  formulate  good  questions  and 
ito  communicate  key  information  to  others  in  a creative 
and  interesting  manner. 

The  Scenario 

II 

! You  are  the  producer  and  star  of  an  educational  series  for 
■public  television  called  Meeting  History.  Every  week, 

I you  host  a talk  show  in  which  you  interview  one  or  more 
, important  figures  from  history.  The  historical  figures 
; are,  of  course,  played  by  actors  and  the  entire  program  is 
• largely  scripted  in  advance.  Over  the  run  of  the  show  you  have  had  “guests”  such  as  Socrates,  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  Joan 
i of  Arc,  Florence  Nightingale,  and  Mahatma  Gandhi,  to  name  a few. 

I ^ I Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  watch  the  clip  titled  “Meeting  History”  to  see  an  example  of  a typical 
' L.  DVD  M interview. 

Your  show’s  website  provides  a discussion  board  where  fans  can  comment  on  the  program.  In  a recent  thread,  a 
fan  noted,  “Meeting  History  seems  focused  entirely  on  ‘admirable’  historical  figures,  but  they  aren’t  the  only  ones 
that  make  history.”  Another  fan  added,  “You’re  right.  Why  doesn’t  the  host  give  us  a look  at  some  of  history’s  more 
problematic  individuals,  people  who  were  seen  as  great  leaders  by  some  and  as  monsters  by  others?” 

Television  producers  live  or  die  by  the  ratings  their  shows  get.  If  your  show  is  going  to  continue  to  be  popular,  you’ll 
need  to  address  these  concerns.  You  will  need  to  interview  a couple  of  more  controversial  guests,  such  as  Adolf  Hitler 
and  Joseph  Stalin. 

As  a producer,  finding  actors  who  can  play  Hitler  and  Stalin  is  the  easy  part  for  you.  The  real  difficulty  is  writing  the 
script.  You  need  to  write  probing  and  relevant  questions  to  ask  the  “guests.”  You  also  must  write  the  guests’  answers, 
predicting  how  the  real  Hitler  and  Stalin  would  likely  respond  to  your  questions  given  what  you  know  about  them 
and  their  regimes.  As  added  pressure,  the  program  must  have  a clear  educational  value.  You  receive  grants  from  the 
government  to  help  cover  production  costs,  but  if  it  becomes  clear  that  educators  are  not  utilizing  your  programming 
in  the  classroom,  the  grant  money  will  dry  up. 


Background:  © DeshaCAM/4641725/Fotolia 
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Your  challenge,  then,  is  to  write  a realistic  script  for  an  interview  with  Stalin  and  Hitler  that  will  provide  viewers  with 
an  insight  into  the  men  and  their  perspectives  on  the  world. 


You  should  ask  a minimum  of  five  questions  of  each  leader.  You  may  certainly  ask  more  questions,  but  be  mindful 
of  your  show’s  time  limits.  Between  commercial  breaks  and  opening  and  closing  segments  (which  you  are  not 
responsible  for  creating),  the  actual  interview  time  is  quite  short.  In  some  cases,  you  might  pose  the  same  questions  to 
each  leader.  In  other  cases,  different  questions  for  the  different  leaders  will  be  more  appropriate. 


Meeting  History  Script 
Episode  11  - Hitler  and  Stalin 

hi  story 'rmorrconlrovrrsi  aTi  ndi  Vi  dual  s . 

arelLillrbr-stTi:u°tar 

Sfant^brnailed^y  son-e  as  leaders  .bo 
led  theirs  nations  to  9rea  9 ^ 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  Aldolf  Hi  tie 
Doesph  Stalin. 

STALIN  AND  HITLER  WALK  INTO 

COUCH,  HITLER  ON  THE  RIGHT. 

HOST:  Welcome. 

STALIN:  Hello. 

HITLER:  Hello. 

host-  Well,  we  don’t  have  much  time  here, 
sflet’s  g^t  started  with  a few 
questions. 


© Alhovik/shutterstock 


In  a realistic  interview,  the  interviewer  might  also  add  additional  probing  questions  based  on  the  guest’s  response 
before  moving  on  to  the  next  question.  The  idea  is  not  to  let  the  guest  off  the  hook  with  a simplistic  answer  to  a 
penetrating  question.  It  is  also  possible  that  guests  will  occasionally  comment  on  each  other’s  responses.  Don’t  let 
things  get  out  of  hand,  however.  As  ruthless  as  Stalin  and  Hitler  were,  they  understood  that  when  they  were  in  the 
public  eye,  it  was  necessary  to  act  like  statesmen. 
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Following  are  some  potential  areas  that  you  might 
want  to  focus  on  in  your  questioning.  These  are  only 
starting  points.  It’s  up  to  you  to  develop  thoughtful  and 
penetrating  questions  and  meaningful  and  insightful 
answers. 

• the  role  of  the  leader 

• the  role  of  people  in  society 

• the  role  of  government  in  the  economy 

• the  role  of  government  in  people’s  lives 

• the  weaknesses  of  liberalism 

• the  flaws  in  the  other  guest’s  ideology 

• ideological  goals  and  personal  goals 

• successes 

• regrets 

Additional  Options 
I Partner  Up 


You  might  find  this  assignment  more  interesting  if  you 
work  with  a partner.  One  person  could  play  the  role  of 
Stalin  and  the  other  could  take  the  part  of  Hitler,  spelling 
off  the  role  as  interviewer.  To  make  the  project  even 
more  interesting,  you  would  not  share  your  interview 
questions  with  your  partner,  or  vice  versa,  while  you  are 
working  together. 

Instead,  you  would  develop  your  questions  ahead  of  time 
and  then  exchange  them  with  your  partner.  Then  each  of 
you  would  take  time  to  write  a response  as  your  assigned 
leader.  Questions  could  then  be  exchanged  again  and 
you  would  return  to  the  role  of  interviewer,  reading  your 
“guest’s”  responses  and  adding  supplementary  questions 
where  needed  to  draw  out  more  information.  Exchange 
the  questions  one  more  time,  giving  Stalin  and  Hitler  a 
chance  to  respond  to  the  supplementary  questions. 

When  finished,  discuss  the  questions  and  responses  with  your  partner.  Were  the  questions  insightful?  Do  the  responses 
fit  with  what  you  know  about  Hitler  and  Stalin  and  their  ideological  perspectives?  You  should  adjust  and  adapt  your 
script  based  on  your  discussion. 

Consult  your  teacher  if  you  wish  to  work  with  a partner.  Your  teacher  may  have  different  expectations  for  the 
assignment’s  length  if  there  are  two  people  working  on  the  interview. 


©Yuri  Arcurs/516320/Fotolia 
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Podcast 

If  you  have  the  time  and  equipment,  you  could  take  this 
assignment  to  the  next  level,  producing  your  own  audio 
or  video  podcast.  Your  teacher  may  agree  to  assess  your 
podcast  as  an  alternative  to  your  script.  You  could  also 
share  your  podcast  with  others  if  you  feel  the  quality  is 
good.  However,  be  mindful  of  the  technical  challenges 
and  time  constraints  placed  on  you  if  you  choose  to 
attempt  a podcast.  Don’t  get  lost  in  the  production 
process  and  forget  the  main  objective  of  the  assignment. 

Assessment 

Go  to  the  Assignment  Booklet  for  instructions  on  how  to 
complete  this  assignment. 

Section  2 Summary 


© Dmitry  Nikolaev/8054104/Fotolia 


In  this  section  you  have  developed  an  understanding  of  how  weaknesses  within  liberal  democracies  can  provide 
opportunities  for  totalitarian  regimes  to  gain  power.  You  have  also  examined  the  basic  principles  of  communist  and 
fascist  ideologies.  Finally,  you  have  reviewed  how  totalitarian  regimes  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  Germany  interpreted 
and  put  into  practice  the  principles  of  the  respective  ideologies  they  embraced. 

The  knowledge  gained  in  this  section  will  provide  an  important  foundation  for  you  in  Section  3 as  you  begin  to 
critically  evaluate  fascism  and  communism  as  alternatives  to  liberalism. 
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■ In  Module  1 of  this  course,  you  were  given  the  task  of  “reprogramming”  Hitler  Youth  via  a propaganda  piece  where 
i you  promoted  the  advantages  of  liberal  democracy.  In  reality,  this  would  have  been  a challenging  task,  and  not  just 
; because  the  Hitler  Youth  had  been  heavily  indoctrinated  with  Nazi  ideology.  The  fact  is  that  some  Germans  living 
under  Hitler,  and  for  that  matter  some  Soviets  living  under  Stalin,  genuinely  felt  that  the  quality  of  their  lives  had 
improved  as  a result  of  having  extremist  governments  in  charge. 

How  could  this  be?  Do  fascism  and  communism  really  have  any  qualities  that  might  make  them  reasonable 
alternatives  to  liberal  democracy?  Hitler  and  Stalin  are  typically  painted  as  being  crazed  and  murderous  dictators,  and 
rightfully  so,  but  were  there  ways  in  which  their  regimes  succeeded  where  liberalism  failed? 

In  Section  2 you  explored  how  these  extremist  ideologies  developed  in  response  to  liberalism.  In  this  section  you 
will  examine  how  these  ideologies  were  implemented  in  a variety  of  nations,  and  you  will  begin  to  draw  your  own 
conclusions  regarding  the  viability  of  fascism  and  communism  as  alternatives  to  liberalism. 

In  this  section  you  will  be  answering  this  question: 

How  successful  are  ideologies  that  reject  the  principles  of  liberalism? 
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In  This  Section 

In  this  section  there  are  two  lessons  and  one  section  challenge. 

In  each  lesson  you  will  have  opportunities  to 

• explore  the  successes  and  failures  of  extremist  ideologies  in  practice 

• arrive  at  an  informed  personal  opinion  regarding  the  viability  of  extremist  ideologies  as  an  alternative  to 
liberalism 

Lesson  1 : Passing  Judgment  on  Fascism 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  the  question:  Does  fascism  represent  a viable  alternative  to  liberal  democracy? 

You  will  explore  the  merits  and  drawbacks  of  fascism  in  more  depth  by  examining  a variety  of  case  studies. 

Lesson  2:  Considering  Communism 

In  Lesson  2 you  will  study  this  question:  Does  communism  represent  a viable  alternative  to  liberal  democracy? 

You  will  review  a variety  of  examples  of  communism  in  practice  with  the  objective  of  rendering  your  own  informed 
verdict  regarding  the  viability  of  communism  as  an  ideology. 

Section  3 Chalienge:  Product  Labeis  for  Aiternatives  to  Liberalism 

At  the  end  of  this  section  you  will  use  the  knowledge  you  acquired  in  the  lessons  to  create  two  sets  of  product  package 
labels  or  containers  that  will  inform  “consumers  of  ideologies”  about  the  potential  benefits  and  drawbacks  of  these 
extremist  ideologies. 
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Section  3 Introduction 


Outcomes 

In  this  section  you  will  develop  your  understanding  of  the 

• values  and  ideals  that  underlie  communism  and 
fascism 

• varying  approaches  to  the  implementation  of 
extremist  ideologies 

• ways  in  which  the  practical  implementation  of  an 
ideology  can  diverge  from  theory 


n.r.ppraH. - 

• critical  thinking  co.  xi  res>  ' itior 

• creative  thinking  conserr,us-  u - >•: 

h^stcrra:  ti  Kh  g irwniveme» 

geog.-at.  •- leauers. r.p. 


decision  making 

l-c  - iving 


respect  for  multiple 
perspectives 


Skills  ^ 
and 

Processes 

for 

Social 

Studies 


• gathering  information 


• organizing  information 

• analyzing  and 
evaluating  information 


• written  literacy 

• visual  literacy 

• media  literacy 
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Module  4:  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 


Section  3:  Evaluating  Extremism 


Lesson  1 : Passing  Judgment  on  Fascism 
Get  Focused 

Fascism  has  to  be  considered  one  of  the  dominant 
ideologies  of  the  twentieth  century.  Fascist  regimes 
existed  not  only  in  Italy  and  Germany,  but  in  many  other 
countries  around  the  world.  For  better  or  worse,  the 
ideology  of  fascism  has  helped  to  shape  the  current  world. 

Even  today,  groups  of  people  continue  to  promote  fascist 
ideals  within  most  liberal  democracies.  Many  of  these 
individuals  view  the  regimes  of  Mussolini  and  Hitler  as 
high  points  in  history  and  would  likely  be  delighted  if 
fascist  regimes  were  to  rise  to  power  in  their  own  nations. 

You  have  learned  that  history’s  most  influential 
fascist  regimes  gained  support,  in  part,  because  liberal 
democracy  did  not  appear  to  be  meeting  the  needs  of 
citizens.  But  how  successful  were  the  fascist  regimes  that 
replaced  those  liberal  governments?  Can  the  rejection  of 
liberal  ideals  be  justified  by  purported  improvements  in 
the  lives  of  some  of  the  many  people  who  lived  under  fascist  regimes? 

These  are  important  questions  to  consider.  As  societies  experience  periodic  upheavals,  some  people  will  promote 
fascist  principles  as  practical  alternatives  for  dealing  with  crises.  As  a citizen,  you  need  to  recognize  such  proposals 
and  assess  them  from  an  informed  perspective. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  this  question: 

Does  fascism  represent  a viable  alternative  to  liberal  democracy? 

This  lesson  will  take  approximately  two  80-minute  periods  to  complete. 


This  photo  from  1945  is  of  the  surviving  leadership  of  Nazi 
Germany.  They  are  on  trial  at  the  Nuremberg  War  Crimes  Trials. 
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ilf  you  look  into  the  activities  of  James  Keegstra,  as  suggested  by  Going  Beyond  in  Lesson  2 of  Section  2,  you  know 

Uhe  potential  pitfalls  of  accepting  information  from  any  single  source  without  additional  research  or  critical  thinking. 

y 

I 

;The  main  question  this  lesson  seeks  to  explore  is  this  one:  “Does  fascism  represent  a viable  alternative  to  liberal 
democracy?”  In  other  words,  does  fascism  provide  a workable  approach  to  governing  a nation  that  would  allow  it  to 
I successfully  replace  liberal  democracy?  You  may  have  formulated  your  own  response  to  that  question  based  on  what 
I you  have  already  learned.  It  is  worthwhile,  however,  to  explore  this  further  to  be  sure  that  you  have  a complete  and 
j accurate  picture  of  the  history  of  fascism. 

I Understanding  and  Responding 

I 

; The  Successes  and  Failures  of  Fascism 

! In  this  multi-step  activity,  you  will  use  the  vast  resources  of  the  Internet  to  research  and  assess  the  successes  and 
failures  of  fascism.  Read  the  instructions  carefully  and  completely  before  beginning  your  research.  You  should  allot 
roughly  five  minutes  to  complete  Step  1,  a couple  of  hours  to  complete  the  research  in  Step  2,  and  about  40  minutes 
to  complete  Step  3.  You  should,  however,  adjust  the  time  you  allot  for  each  step  based  on  your  own  work  habits  and 
reading  and  thinking  skills. 

Step  1:  Preliminary  Review 

Before  you  begin  your  Internet  search,  you  should  review  the  basic  principles  of  fascism  as  laid  out  in  the  chart 
on  page  186  in  Perspectives  on  Ideology.  These  principles  will  be  useful  for  you  to  keep  in  mind  as  you  begin  to 
complete  a chart  in  Step  3. 
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Module  4:  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 


Step  2:  Exploring  Knowledge  Nodes 


The  concept  map  provides  you  with  a series  of  “nodes” 
or  “clusters”  of  key  search  terms  related  to  various  fascist 
regimes.  You  can  use  these  search  terms  as  the  basis  for 
your  research.  Enter  the  search  terms  into  your  chosen 
search  engine.  Review  the  hits  returned.  Based  on  the 
preliminary  information  provided  in  your  list  of  hits, 
choose  a few  documents  that  seem  appropriate  to  your 
task.  Then  skim  through  the  documents. 


Remember  that  you  are  trying  to  assess  the  viability 
of  fascism.  When  you  do  research,  focus  on  materials 
that  appear  most  relevant  to  answer  a specific  question. 

When  you  find  something  in  a document  that  does 
appear  relevant,  read  it  over  more  carefully.  Make  notes 
regarding  how  the  material  you  have  found  relates  to  the 
viability  of  fascism.  Copy  the  site  address  into  your  notes 
so  you  can  easily  return  to  the  site  later  on  in  Step  3.  You  may  also  want  to  bookmark  particularly  rich  sites  in  your 
browser. 


© skvoor/12522238/Fotolia 


I ^ j Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  check  the  concept  map  called  “Knowledge  Nodes:  Evaluating  Fascism”  for 
L.  DVD  M a starting  point. 


As  you  continue  to  conduct  other  searches  in  each  node  and  add  to  your  notes,  a clearer  picture  of  fascism  in  practice 
should  start  to  emerge.  Later  in  the  Section  3 Challenge,  you  will  be  asked  to  pass  judgment  on  the  principles, 
policies,  and  actions  of  the  fascist  regimes  you  are  researching,  so  keep  this  information  in  the  back  of  your  mind  as 
you  work  through  the  nodes. 


As  you  work  through  Knowledge  Nodes:  Evaluating  Fascism,  don’t  be  afraid  to  explore  interesting  links  that  seem 
to  be  relevant  to  your  inquiry  or  that  will  enhance  your  understanding  of  the  topic.  Be  careful  not  to  get  sidetracked, 
though.  Stay  focused  on  completing  the  activity.  Bookmark  interesting  but  less  relevant  links  for  future  exploration 
when  you  have  more  time. 


Fascists  advocate  many  ideas  that  are  at  odds  with  the  ideals  of  liberal  democracy. 
Neo-fascists  make  use  of  the  Internet  to  spread  their  ideology.  In  your  search,  you  may 
encounter  websites  that  serve  as  outlets  for  neo-fascist  propaganda.  Keep  your  critical 
thinking  cap  on  and  consider  each  source  you  encounter  in  light  of  what  you  have 
learned  elsewhere. 
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Lesson  1 : Passing  Judgment  on  Fascism 


Step  3:  Benefit  Rating 


For  this  activity  stage,  go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  access  “Assessing 
Fascism.” 

The  first  row  of  the  chart  on  this  document  has  been  filled  out  as  an  example  for  you  to 
consult  as  you  review  the  remainder  of  these  instructions. 

Once  you  have  completed  your  research,  consider  the  various  prineiples,  policies,  and 
actions  taken  by  past  fascist  regimes.  Choose  those  that  you  believe  represent  the  best 
and  worst  of  fascism.  You  should  be  able  to  come  up  with  at  least  ten  items  to  put  in  the 
first  column  of  the  chart  on  the  Assessing  Fascism  sheet.  Assess  each  item  on  the  basis  of  its  benefit  to  society.  Ask 
yourself  the  following  questions: 

• Did  this  principle,  policy,  or  action  address  perceived  problems  and  shortcomings  of  liberalism? 


• Did  this  principle,  policy,  or  action  produce  desirable  results? 

Based  on  your  answers  to  these  questions,  rate  the  principle,  policy,  or  action  using  the 
following  labels. 

• Complete  Failure — highly  detrimental  or  disastrous  for  people 

• Marginal  Failure — somewhat  detrimental  to  people 

• Maintained  Status  Quo — little  change  from  what  existed  prior  to  fascist  rule 

• Marginally  Successful — some  benefit  to  people 

• Predominantly  Successful — a significant  benefit  to  people 


’ © Scott  Maxwell/1 2730983/Fotolia 


In  the  “Reason  for  Benefit  Rating”  eolumn,  briefly  record  your  rationale  for  the  rating  you  gave  in  the  previous 
“Benefif  ’ column. 


Step  4:  Significance  Rating 


Once  you  have  assembled  and  provided  a Benefit  Rating  for  at  least  ten  events, 
policies,  and  actions,  move  on  to  the  “Significance”  column.  This  column  exists 
because  it  is  important  not  only  to  try  and  assess  the  success  or  failure  of  various 
policies  implemented  by  fascist  regimes,  but  also  to  assess  the  relative  significance  of 
those  successes  and  failures. 

For  example,  imagine  that  a government  came  up  with  a successful  plan  to  make 
travel  by  rail  more  comfortable.  Is  this  plan  more  or  less  significant  than  a policy  that 
provides  free  dental  care  for  children  or  a policy  that  restricts  the  rights  of  women  to 
own  property? 
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Module  4:  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 


Consider  each  of  the  principles,  policies,  or  actions  you  have  listed.  Provide  a “Significance”  rating  using  the 
following  labels: 


• Very  Significant 

• Significant 

• Marginally  Significant 

• Insignificant 


Part  of  your  challenge  in  this  activity  is  deciding  for  yourself  what  makes  one  principle,  policy,  or  action  more 
significant  than  another.  In  the  “Reason  for  Significance  Rating”  column,  provide  a brief  explanation  of  the  rationale 
behind  each  rating  you  give. 


Scott  Maxwell/1 2665684/Fotolia 


Step  5:  Passing  Judgment 

In  a paragraph,  provide  your  answer  to  this  question:  To  what  extent  is  fascism  a 
viable  alternative  to  liberal  democracy?  Be  sure  to  support  your  judgment  by  making 
references  to  key  evidence  you  obtained  and  evaluated  in  your  research. 


Step  6:  Evaluation — Thinking  About  Thinking 

Remember  that  not  every  important  activity  in  which 
you  take  part  will  result  in  an  immediate  or  easily 
identifiable  reward  or  payment.  Voting,  for  example,  may 
only  provide  the  knowledge  that  you  have  participated 
in  the  democratic  process,  particularly  if  your  candidate 
has  no  hope  of  winning.  Your  participation,  however,  is 
critical  to  the  maintenance  of  a true  democracy. 

Similarly,  unless  your  teacher  decides  otherwise,  there 
will  be  no  formal  mark  assigned  to  the  work  you  have 
done  for  this  activity.  Nonetheless,  it  is  still  important  for 
you  to  complete  the  activity.  Your  teacher  may  wish  to 
review  your  conclusions  and  provide  feedback.  As  well, 
the  knowledge  you  gain  will  be  invaluable  later  on  in  this 
course  and  in  life.  The  Assessing  Fascism  activity  does 
contain  three  questions  regarding  the  process  you  have 
gone  through  to  reach  your  conclusion.  Make  sure  you 
answer  those  questions. 
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Lesson  1 : Passing  Judgment  on  Fascism 


I Lesson  1 Summary 

In  Lesson  1 you  explored  this  question:  Does  fascism  represent  a viable  alternative  to  liberal  democracy? 

From  the  standpoint  of  most  people  living  in  liberal  democracies,  fascism  is  a discredited  and  dangerous  ideology. 
One  of  the  advantages  of  living  in  a liberal  democracy,  however,  is  the  freedom  to  access  information  from  a wide 
variety  of  sources  and  to  be  able  to  evaluate  ideas  and  historical  events  for  yourself. 

You  may  have  discovered  in  your  research  that  some  of  history’s  most  notorious  fascist  regimes  instituted  some 
I programs  that  can  only  be  described  as  beneficial  and  even  ahead  of  their  time.  However,  these  positive  results  of 
fascist  rule  must  be  weighed  against  the  catastrophic  effects  of  other  fascist  policies.  After  closely  examining  the 
results  of  fascist  rule  for  yourself,  you  should  be  able  to  draw  your  own  conclusions  regarding  whether  fascism 
represents  a viable  alternative  to  liberal  democracy. 

You  worked  on  answering  the  Section  3 question:  How  successful  are  ideologies  that  reject  the  principles  of 
I liberalism? 
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Module  4:  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 

I 


Section  3:  Evaluating  Extremism 


Lesson  2:  Considering  Communism 

Get  Focused 


© Online  Creative  Media/iStockphoto 


The  defeat  of  Germany,  Italy,  and  Japan  in  World  War  11  significantly  diminished  the  influence  of  fascism  around  the 
world.  Communism,  on  the  other  hand,  has  exhibited  greater  longevity  as  a prominent  alternative  to  liberal  democracy. 

Following  the  Second  World  War,  the  number  of  countries  under  communist  rule  began  to  increase.  For  many  people 
in  the  twentieth  century,  communism  offered  the  promise  of  a more  equitable  distribution  of  a nation’s  wealth  and  a 
government  that  provides  for  the  needs  of  all  citizens.  You  have  already  learned  that  Stalin  achieved  some  of  these 
goals  but  at  a great  human  cost. 

To  evaluate  the  success  of  communism,  it  is  necessary  to  look  not  only  at  Stalin’s  rule,  but  also  at  the  post-Stalin  era 
in  the  Soviet  Union.  You  will  also  need  to  explore  some  of  the  achievements  and  failures  of  various  other  communist 
regimes  around  the  world. 

In  Lesson  2 you  will  explore  this  question: 

Does  communism  represent  a viable  alternative  to  liberal  democracy? 
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Lesson  2:  Considering  Communism 


Assignment 

• Assessing  Communism 

This  lesson  should  take  approximately  two  80-minute  periods  to  complete. 

Explore 

Communism  in  the  Post-Stalinist  Era:  An  Overview 

Stalin  ruled  with  an  iron  fist  until  his  death  in  1953.  During  the  latter  half  of  the  twentieth  century,  the  Soviet  Union 
had  a number  of  leaders.  Some  of  these  people  supported  policies  that  continued  to  quash  political  dissent  and 
impose  totalitarian  rule  on  the  Soviet  people.  Other  leaders  appeared  at  least  somewhat  accepting  of  the  notion  that 
government  should  be  open  to  criticism  by  those  people  it  governs.  Even  under  these  more  “liberal”  leaders,  however, 

I the  Soviet  Union  was  still  clearly  under  authoritarian  rule. 

Throughout  this  period,  the  Soviet  Union  had  to  manage  the  largely  self-imposed  responsibility  of  supporting  and 
ij  maintaining  communist  governments  in  many  other  countries.  In  some  cases,  this  involved  providing  economic 
I assistance  to  other  communist  nations.  This  management  also  often  required  military  assistance.  Soviet  weapons,  and 
; sometimes  Soviet  troops,  helped  to  protect  communism  against  perceived  threats  from  capitalist  nations.  More  often, 

, however,  tanks  and  soldiers  were  employed  to  rein  in  nations  whose  populations,  and  occasionally  governments, 

I appeared  to  be  drifting  off  the  path  of  Soviet-style  communism. 

Some  communist  nations 
did  succeed  in  extricating 
themselves  from  Soviet 
domination.  China,  under 
! Mao  Zedong,  developed  its 
own  brand  of  communism. 

In  Yugoslavia,  Josip  Tito 
also  managed  to  avoid 
Moscow’s  influence  and 
charted  a course  for  his 
country  that  brought 
Yugoslavia  closer  to  the 
capitalist  nations  of  the 
West.  North  Korea,  too, 
proclaimed  its  autonomy 
from  Soviet  and  Chinese 
communism  although, 
in  reality.  North  Korea 
still  received  substantial 
economic  assistance  from 
both  countries. 

Even  though  the  number  of  nations  adopting  communism  appeared  to  be  increasing  for  a time,  many  observers  in 
capitalist  democracies  believed  that  flaws  in  the  political  and  economic  ideals  of  communism  were  beginning  to  show. 
Their  suspicions  appeared  to  be  well-founded  as,  in  the  late  1980s,  communist  governments  in  the  Soviet  Union  and 
in  many  Eastern  European  nations  began  to  collapse. 
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Many  people  today  question  whether  the  economic  policies  of  most  remaining  communist  nations  are  really  true 
to  communist  ideals.  There  are  also  doubts  about  the  long-term  prospects  for  the  world’s  few  remaining  hard-line 
communist  regimes  as  they  struggle  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  their  populations. 

Even  as  communism’s  viability  appears  to  be  in  question,  there  are  still  many  people  around  the  globe  who  defend  and 
promote  the  ideals  of  communism.  Some  people  point  to  the  many  achievements  made  under  communist  rule.  These 
people  suggest  that  bad  leadership  and  a prolonged  arms  race  with  the  West,  and  not  bad  ideology,  caused  communist 
governments  to  collapse.  Supporters  also  argue  that  communism,  with  its  emphasis  on  economic  equality  and  social 
welfare,  is  still  superior  to  liberalism  in  ensuring  the  well-being  of  citizens. 


□ 

^■■iV  Assignment 
Assessing  Communism 

In  Lesson  1 you  evaluated  fascism  by  charting  the  successes  and  failures  of  regimes  that  tried  to  implement  the 
ideology.  You  then  weighed  those  success  and  failures  to  reach  an  overall  judgment.  In  this  assignment  you  will  repeat 
the  procedure,  but  this  time  you  will  evaluate  communism. 

Step  1:  Preliminary  Review 

Review  the  chart  in  Section  1 : Lesson  2 of  this  module  to  refresh  your  memory  regarding  some  of  the  basic  principles 
of  communism.  The  procedure  to  completing  this  assignment  is  similar  to  Lesson  1 of  Section  3,  but  you  are  also 
provided  with  an  opportunity  to  revise  the  assessment  process  based  on  what  you  learned  in  Lesson  2. 

Step  2:  Exploring  Knowledge  Nodes 

r N The  piece  titled  “Knowledge  Nodes;  Evaluating  Communism  in  Practice,”  which  can  be  found  on  the 
1^1  multimedia  DVD,  has  been  provided  as  a starting  point.  Once  again,  use  these  key  words  to  seek  out 

web-based  documents  relevant  to  your  research  task.  Skim  those  documents  to  find  information  you  need  to 
complete  your  examination  of  communism.  When  confronted  with  long  documents,  make  use  of  the  “Find” 
or  “Find  on  page”  feature  of  your  web  browser  to  highlight  relevant  passages.  Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD 
and  find  the  item  titled  “Conducting  an  Efficient  Web  Search”  in  the  Toolkit  for  instructions  on  using  this 
feature. 

Once  again,  expand  your  search  where  appropriate,  but  stay  on  topic.  You  have  a lot  of  ground  to  cover  to  get  a 
good  sense  of  how  communism  functioned  in  practice.  Bookmark  interesting,  but  less  relevant,  web  pages  for  later 
exploration. 

Step  3:  Benefit  and  Significance  Ranking 

As  you  did  with  fascism  in  Lesson  1 , you  must  somehow  rank  the  communist  principles,  policies,  or  actions  that  you 
have  learned  of  through  your  research.  In  Lesson  1 you  were  also  asked  to  evaluate  the  process  used  to  reach  your 
conclusion  and  to  suggest  changes  that  could  be  made  to  improve  that  process.  This  lesson  affords  you  the  opportunity 
to  actually  implement  your  recommended  changes. 
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r' 

I Go  to  the  Section  3:  Lesson  2 Assignment  in  the  Assignment  Booklet  and  view  “Assessing  Communism.”  Feel  free 
! to  modify  the  chart  and  the  process  to  suit  your  needs.  Perhaps  you  have  envisioned  a more  mathematical  approach 
to  the  task;  for  example,  rating  the  principles,  policies,  or  actions  by  using  a numerical  scoring  system.  Perhaps  you 
would  prefer  to  generate  requirements  for  what  constitutes  a “viable”  ideology  and  then  provide  real-life  examples  of 
how  communism  has  met,  or  failed  to  meet,  those  requirements.  If  you  are  comfortable  with  the  evaluation  scheme 
provided  for  you,  then  feel  free  to  use  this  form. 

Remember  that  you  will  be  assessed  on  your  critical  thinking  skills  and  your  ability  to  provide  a solid  rationale  for 
your  judgment  regarding  communism’s  viability. 

Step  4:  Passing  Judgment 

Once  you  have  completed  your  ranking,  you  must  make  your  final  judgment  and  provide  an  answer  to  this  question: 
To  what  extent  is  communism  a viable  alternative  to  liberal  democracy?  Be  sure  to  support  your  judgment  by  making 
reference  to  key  evidence  you  obtained  and  evaluated  during  your  research. 

'Go  to  the  Assignment  Booklet  for  instructions. 
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Lesson  2 Summary 

Communism,  in  many  respects,  has  been  a very  successful  rival  to  liberalism.  By  the  early  1980s,  almost  one-third 
of  the  world’s  people  lived  in  nations  controlled  by  some  form  of  communist  government.  These  governments  could 
legitimately  argue  that  their  approach  to  government  had  led  to  many  impressive  accomplishments. 

Under  communism,  the  workers  of  the  Soviet  Union  had  turned  out  masses  of  tanks,  planes,  and  guns  that  had  been 
instrumental  in  defeating  Naziism.  A collectivist  philosophy  had  guided  the  Soviet  Union’s  remarkably  rapid  march  to 
industrialization,  and  communists  could  lay  claim  to  technological  achievements  such  as  putting  the  first  person  into 
orbit.  In  many  countries,  communist  revolutions  had  resulted  in  land  reform  and  the  institution  of  social  services  that 
vastly  improved  life  for  many  people. 

There  were  problems,  however.  In  many  communist  nations,  an  ideology  that  was  theoretically  supposed  to  lead  to 
the  “withering  away”  of  the  state  was  supplanted  by  a brand  of  communism  that  concentrated  immense  power  in  the 
hands  of  a few  individuals  or  with  a single  person.  Personal  freedom  was  often  limited,  and  in  many  cases  terrible 
atrocities  were  carried  out  in  the  name  of  protecting  and  advancing  “the  socialist  state.” 

Leadership  was  seldom  held  accountable  for  bad  political  or  economic  decisions.  Despite  early  successes,  economic 
problems  came  to  plague  many  communist  states  and  some  eventually  collapsed  under  the  weight  of  these  problems. 
Other  communist  regimes  have  survived  by  jettisoning  many  of  communism’s  key  economic  principles  and 
embracing,  instead,  a modified  form  of  capitalism.  Those  communist  governments  that  have  continued  to  completely 
reject  liberal  economic  ideals  often  struggle  to  provide  for  the  basic  needs  of  their  populations,  and  these  regimes 
frequently  resort  to  brutal  totalitarian  repression  to  retain  power. 

Despite  these  apparent  failings,  communist  parties  continue  to  exist  and  to  vie  for  political  power  in  many  nations, 
including  Canada.  While  communist  parties  are  largely  marginalized  in  these  countries,  the  promise  of  a more 
equitable  distribution  of  the  nation’s  wealth  and  a government  that  will  provide  for  the  needs  of  all  the  people  still 
resonates  with  some  of  the  electorate. 

The  challenge  presented  to  communists  in  Canada  and  around  the  world  is  to  demonstrate  that  communism  can 
deliver  in  practice  what  it  promises  in  theory.  Can  communism  provide  a “producf  ’ that  really  performs  as  advertised? 

In  Lesson  2 you  explored  this  question:  Does  communism  represent  a viable  alternative  to  liberal  democracy? 

You  worked  on  answering  the  Section  3 question:  How  successful  are  ideologies  that  reject  the  principles  of 
liberalism? 
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tProduct  Labels  for  Alternatives  to  Liberalism 

I 

iOverview 


' Monkey  Business  Images/shutterstock 


When  you  go  shopping,  how  much  attention  do  you  pay  to  product  packaging?  Product  packages  serve  multiple 
functions.  Well-designed  packaging  is  visually  appealing,  makes  the  product  appear  distinct  from  similar  ones  offered 
by  competitors,  and  promotes  features  that  are  likely  to  entice  the  consumer  to  buy. 

Packaging  also  provides  important  factual  information  about  the  product.  Manufacturers  are  usually  required  to  do 
this  by  law.  In  many  countries,  manufacturers  must  list  ingredients  and  nutritional  values  for  foods.  The  potential 
health  and  safety  risks  associated  with  using  a product  must  often  be  clearly  stated  somewhere  on  the  package.  Brief 
instructions  for  use  and  care,  as  well  as  warranty  information,  sometimes  also  appear. 

Imagine  what  would  happen  if  people  promoting  political  ideologies  were  required  to  create  packaging  for  their 
“product.”  What  features  would  be  promoted  to  entice  the  population  to  “buy  in”?  What  aspects  of  a given  ideology 
should  consumers  of  ideas  be  aware  of  before  making  a decision  to  adopt  these  plans? 

Your  challenge  is  to  create  product  packages  for  fascism  and  communism.  Your  packaging  should  highlight  the 
most  appealing  aspects  of  these  ideologies,  but  the  product  packages  must  also  contain  all  of  the  important  factual 
information  and  product  warnings  a consumer  would  need  in  order  to  make  a truly  informed  decision  about  the 
product. 
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Format 

Your  product  package  can  take  a variety  of  forms.  The  product  package  might  appear  as  a label  for  a can,  panels  on  a 
box,  or  the  front  and  rear  panels  on  a bag. 


Q 

Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  look  at  “Anarchy.” 

You  can  create  your  product  packaging  using  word-processing  software  or  graphics  software,  or  you  may  create  your 
package  by  hand. 

Ask  your  teacher  what  format  you  should  use  to  submit  your  project.  Product  packaging  produced  in  a digital  format 
can  easily  be  submitted  electronically.  If  you  create  something  by  hand,  however,  you  may  need  to  scan  the  product  or 
take  a series  of  high-resolution  photographs  so  that  your  work  can  be  submitted  in  digital  form.  Alternatively,  you  may 
arrange  to  mail  or  drop  off  a hard  copy  of  your  label  to  your  teacher. 

If  you  have  the  time,  skills,  and  inclination,  it  is  possible  to  map  your  labels  to  a virtual  three-dimensional  shape.  A 
variety  of  applications  are  available  on  the  Internet  that  will  allow  you  to  map,  including  some  provided  freely  along 
with  popular  mapping  software  applications. 

S 

Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  view  “Anarchy  3-D”  to  get  an  idea  of  what  you  can  create. 

If  you  undertake  this  3-D  option,  ensure  that  the  final  product  is  of  sufficient  resolution  that  your  teacher  will  be  able 
to  easily  read  all  the  print  and  view  any  included  images. 

Once  again,  make  sure  you  are  aware  of  the  time  constraints  for  your  project.  As  well,  don’t  become  so  intent 
on  creating  something  that  is  so  technically  impressive  that  you  forget  the  educational  objectives  of  this  section 
challenge.  Set  realistic  goals  for  what  you  can  achieve,  and  focus  first  on  meeting  the  requirements  set  out  in  the 
scoring  criteria. 

Assessment 

Go  to  the  Assignment  Booklet  for  instructions. 
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skulls:  © keith  brooks/487688/Fotolia,  Karl  Marx  statue;  © Michael  Leben/3603735/Fotolia,  Soviet  star:  © liubomirt/11833637/Fotolia 


Communism  and  fascism  arose  in  times  of  social  and  economic  upheaval.  The  founders  and  proponents  of  these 
ideologies  argued  that  liberalism  was  a flawed  ideology  and  was  ill-suited  to  deal  with  the  challenges  that  faced 
nations  in  the  twentieth  century.  In  some  nations,  where  liberal  democratic  governments  indeed  struggled  to  manage 
the  effects  of  war  and  economic  turmoil,  the  ideas  of  fascism  and  communism  gained  traction.  By  revolution,  by  coup, 
or  by  the  subversion  of  democracy  itself,  extremist  regimes  arose  in  Europe  and  elsewhere  to  present  a clear  challenge 
to  liberalism.  And  to  some  people,  fascist  and  communist  regimes  appeared  to  be  fulfilling  many  of  their  promises,  at 
least  on  the  surface. 

As  these  extremist  regimes  matured,  however,  flaws  became  evident.  Power  became  concentrated  in  the  hands  of 
brutal  dictators  who,  in  some  cases,  were  willing  to  sacrifice  millions  of  lives  to  achieve  their  goals.  The  militarism 
and  imperialism  inherent  in  fascist  doctrine  led  some  fascist  regimes  to  start  global  conflicts  which  pitted  them  against 
both  liberal  democracies  and  communist  nations.  The  ultimate  defeat  of  fascism  in  these  wars  left  fascism  largely 
discredited  as  a practical  alternative  to  liberal  democracy. 
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Communism  fared  better  for  a time  but,  ultimately,  autocratic  governments  and 
centrally  planned  economies  did  not  appear  to  be  serving  the  people  of  communist 
nations  as  well  as  democracy  and  capitalism  served  people  living  in  Western  nations. 

In  the  Soviet  Union,  glasnost  and  perestroika  allowed  citizens  to  finally  voice  what 
had  been  obvious  to  many:  that  decades  of  communist  government  had  not  fulfilled 
Marx’s  promise  of  a workers’  utopia.  By  the  mid-1990s,  the  Soviet  Union  and  many 
other  nations  had  abandoned  communism. 

Some  nations,  such  as  China,  retained  the  political  structures  associated  with 
communism,  but  largely  discarded  communist  economic  theories  and  embraced 
the  free  market.  North  Korea,  the  world’s  last  truly  hard-line  communist  state,  is 
diplomatically  isolated  and  struggles  to  feed  its  own  citizens. 

Despite  their  apparent  failings,  communism  and  fascism  both  have  continued  to  have 
adherents  within  former  communist  and  fascist  states  and  within  liberal  democracies. 

Some  people  believe  that  the  ideologies  themselves  are  sound  and  that  the  disasters 
of  the  past  were  the  result  of  improper  implementation  of  theories  or  just  plain  bad 
leadership.  For  these  supporters  of  fascism  or  communism,  liberalism  apparently  still  fails  to  address  their  needs. 
These  people  continue  to  work  toward  the  day  when  liberal  democracy  will  be  replaced. 

This  goal  of  replacing  democracy,  shared  by  both  neo-fascists  and  contemporary  communists,  is  one  that  you,  as  a 
citizen  of  a liberal  democracy,  must  be  prepared  to  evaluate.  As  you  have  worked  through  this  section  and  previous 
sections  in  this  module,  you  have  gathered  the  knowledge  required  to  provide  an  informed  answer  to  the  key  question 
posed  in  this  module: 

To  what  extent  is  resistance  to  liberalism  justified? 


glasnost:  a Russian  word 
meaning  “openness”;  used 
to  describe  a policy  instituted 
in  the  late  1980s  by  Soviet 
leader  Mikhail  Gorbachev 

Under  glasnost,  debate 
over  government  policies 
and  greater  government 
transparency  was  encouraged 
in  the  Soviet  Union. 

perestroika:  a Russian  word 
meaning  “restructuring”; 
used  to  describe  a period 
of  economic  reform  in  the 
late  1980s  when  communist 
economic  doctrine  in  the 
Soviet  Union  was  questioned 
and  modified 
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'Source  Analysis  and  Multiple-Choice  Exam 


Kerry  Wilkinson/1 29781 5/Fotolia 


In  this  module  challenge  you  will  tackle  a test  to  demonstrate  your  knowledge  and  understanding  of  ideologies  that 
rejected  liberalism.  The  test  tasks  are  modelled  on  the  types  of  challenges  you  will  face  on  your  diploma  exam,  so  the 
questions  will  also  provide  you  with  valuable  experience  to  help  prepare  for  that  exam.  Review  the  task  descriptions. 

When  you  feel  ready  to  tackle  the  challenge  tasks,  contact  your  teacher  to  arrange  to  write  the  test. 

Task1 

In  this  task  you  will  complete  a source  analysis,  just  as  you  will  for  Assignment  1 of  the  diploma  exam’s  written 
section.  You  will  be  presented  with  three  sources.  This  information  may  include  cartoons,  charts,  graphs,  quotes, 
photographs,  paintings,  and  maps,  all  of  which  are  related  to  principles  of  liberalism. 

You  will,  in  paragraph  form,  interpret  sources  to  identify  and  explain  differing  perspectives  regarding  principles  of 
liberalism.  You  must  discuss  one  or  more  relationships  that  exist  among  the  sources. 

Your  teacher  will  likely  use  the  same  rubrics  to  mark  your  work  as  those  used  to  mark  this  type  of  task  on  the  diploma 
exam.  You  may  obtain  a copy  of  that  rubric  in  an  exam  bulletin  for  teachers  available  from  Alberta  Education’s 
website. 
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Alternatively,  you  may  ask  your  teacher  for  a copy  of  the  rubric  in  advance  of  writing.  You  should  examine  the  rubric 
carefully  so  that  you  understand  exactly  what  is  expected  of  you. 

Alberta  Education’s  website  (http://education.alberta.ca/students/exams.aspx)  also  provides  access  to  a student 
guide  for  writing  diploma  exams.  You  may  wish  to  review  this  guide  because  it  provides  helpful  hints  for  tackling  this 
type  of  assignment. 


□ 

mamm  Assignment 

Go  to  the  Assignment  Booklet,  and  complete  Module  4 Challenge:  Task  1. 

Task  2 

Your  second  task  is  to  complete  a twenty  question,  multiple-choice  exam.  Many  questions  on  the  exam  will  require 
you  to  assess  and  analyze  quotations,  cartoons,  charts  and  graphs,  and  newspaper  headlines.  Be  sure  to  consider  the 
sources  carefully,  and  use  your  critical  thinking  skills  to  choose  the  correct  answer  from  the  four  possible  responses 
presented  for  each  question. 

You  will  be  allotted  a maximum  of  80  minutes  to  complete  both  tasks.  Once  you  have  completed  Task  1,  you  may 
submit  your  written  piece  and  obtain  the  multiple-choice  questions  and  answer  sheet  from  your  teacher  for  Task  2. 
Budget  your  time  wisely. 

Go  forth  and  conquer! 
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Liberalism  is  not  without  its  opponents.  Some  people  reject  the  democratic  principles  that  underlie  liberalism.  They 
jmay  reason  that  the  vast  majority  of  citizens  lack  the  required  knowledge  and  skills  to  justify  giving  them  input 
j'into  the  governance  of  an  entire  nation.  Others  have  attacked  liberalism  as  an  ideology  that  focuses  too  heavily  on 
[individualism.  These  people  would  argue  that  not  only  does  liberalism  promote  economic  inequality,  but  that  real 
democracy  cannot  exist  in  an  environment  where  rich  business  owners  and  corporations  can  use  their  wealth  to 
[influence  government  to  their  own  ends. 

Fascism  and  communism  arose  in  response  to  these  perceived  inadequacies  of  liberalism.  Some  psychological  and 
social  theories  have  suggested  that  populations  in  crisis  embrace  these  ideologies  as  ones  that  can  better  provide  for 
their  basic  needs.  Others  have  pointed  to  charismatic  leadership,  or  the  personality  traits  of  followers,  as  foundations 
of  extremism. 

|l  Whatever  the  basis  for  the  rise  of  these  ideologies  during  the  twentieth  century,  efforts  to  actually  implement  fascist 
and  communist  theory  often  proved  impractical  and,  frequently,  disastrous.  While  many  of  history’s  communist  and 
' fascist  regimes  enjoyed  some  successes,  these  must  be  juxtaposed  against  the  millions  of  deaths  caused  by  leaders 
! motivated  by  ideology  rather  than  humanity.  A legacy  of  cruelty  and  murder  has  left  both  fascism  and  communism 
I largely  discredited  in  the  eyes  of  many  people. 

f Regardless,  there  are  still  those  who  argue  that  liberalism  continues  to  harbour  fundamental  flaws.  Some  people  cling 
To  fascism  and  communism  as  potential  remedies  to  these  flaws.  Others  are  drawn  to  different,  but  often  equally 
extreme  ideologies.  As  you  will  see  in  future  modules,  the  viability  of  liberalism  has  been,  and  will  likely  continue  to 
‘be,  challenged  by  people  who  view  democratic  rights,  economic  freedom,  and  personal  liberty  as  the  weaknesses  of 
: liberalism,  rather  than  its  strengths. 

In  Module  4 you  studied  this  question:  To  what  extent  is  resistance  to  liberalism  justified? 
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Module  4 Glossary 

absolute  monarchy:  an  authoritarian  government  headed  by  a hereditary  monarch 
anti-Semitism:  hatred  and  prejudice  directed  at  people  of  Jewish  faith  or  origin 
archetypal:  classic;  the  example  on  which  others  are  based 

atrocity:  an  act  of  violence  or  cruelty  viewed  as  exceptionally  shocking  due  to  its  nature  or  extent 
autarky:  economic  self-sufficiency 

authoritarianism:  an  approach  to  government  in  which  the  leadership  is  not  freely  elected  by,  or  accountable  to,  the 
people  it  governs 

collectivization:  the  abolition  of  private  property  in  favour  of  group  or  state  ownership 
coup  d’etat:  the  forceful  overthrow  of  a government  by  a small  group  of  individuals 

cult  of  personality:  a form  of  hero  worship  in  which  a leader  is  revered  by  followers  as  a model  of  perfection 
dictatorship:  an  authoritarian  system  in  which  power  is  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a single  person;  autocracy 
dissident:  a person  who  disagrees  with  the  government 
emancipation:  the  freeing  of  enslaved  or  indentured  people 

eugenics:  a largely  discredited  science  of  improving  the  human  race  through  programs  of  selective  breeding, 
sterilization,  and  euthanasia 

glasnost:  a Russian  word  meaning  “openness”;  used  to  describe  a policy  instituted  in  the  late  1980s  by  Soviet  leader 
Mikhail  Gorbachev 

Under  glasnost,  debate  over  government  policies  and  greater  government  transparency  was  encouraged  in  the  Soviet 
Union. 

imperialism:  a government  policy  that  promotes  the  establishment  of  an  empire,  usually  through  military  conquest 
junta:  an  oligarchy  formed  by  a committee  of  military  officers 

militarism:  a government  policy  that  promotes  the  development  and  maintenance  of  a powerful  military  in  order  to 
protect  and  promote  a country’s  national  interests 

minority  tyranny  or  minoritarianism:  a form  of  oligarchy  in  which  the  government  is  operated  by,  and  in  the 
interests  of,  a minority  group  within  the  population 


62 


Module  4 Appendix 


oligarchy:  an  authoritarian  system  in  which  power  is  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a small  ruling  group  or  committee 
paramilitary:  an  adjective  used  to  describe  a private  army  or  unofficial  militia 

perestroika:  a Russian  word  meaning  “restructuring”;  used  to  describe  a period  of  economic  reform  in  the  late  1980s 
when  the  communist  economic  doctrine  in  the  Soviet  Union  was  questioned  and  modified 

theocracy:  a system  of  government  in  which  religious  leaders  rule 

totalitarian:  a term  used  to  describe  a dictatorship  or  oligarchy  that  attempts  to  impose  its  control  and  ideological 
beliefs  on  all  aspects  of  society 

traditionalism:  praise  for,  and  promotion  of,  the  values  and  achievements  of  the  past 

Treaty  of  Versailles:  the  treaty  that  brought  a formal  end  to  World  War  1 and  dictated  terms  to  the  losing  side, 
including  the  transfer  of  some  territories  to  the  control  of  the  victorious  nations 

ultranationalism:  an  extreme  form  of  nationalism  that  places  the  interests  of  one  national  group  of  people  above 
those  of  other  people 

I 

lvalue:  a principle,  philosophy,  or  code  that  defines  what  is  important  or  desirable 

Weimar  Republic:  a term  used  to  describe  the  democratic  government  that  existed  in  Germany  between  1919  and 
1933 

s welfare  state:  a state  in  which  the  economy  is  capitalist,  but  the  government  uses  policies  which  modify — either 
directly  or  indirectly — the  market  forces  in  order  to  ensure  economic  stability  and  a basic  standard  of  living  for  its 
[citizens 

j 
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Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


kabliczech/1 32 1 7923/Fotolia 


One  of  the  features  that  liberalism  and  many  other  ideologies  have  in  common  is  the  goal  of  improving  the  lives  of  all 
people.  Fascism  tends  to  promote  the  advancement  of  a single  national  group  at  the  expense  of  others.  Communism 
has  as  its  theoretical  objective  the  creation  of  a world  in  which  all  people  are  equal  and  enjoy  a reasonable  standard  of 
living. 

Many  other  ideologies  have  at  their  heart  some  goal  of  bettering  humanity,  whether  economically,  socially,  spiritually, 
or  in  some  other  way.  Where  liberalism  and  other  ideologies  often  differ,  however,  is  in  defining  what  constitutes 
the  betterment  of  the  human  condition  and  how  this  improvement  should  be  achieved.  This  difference  has  been,  and 
continues  to  be,  the  source  of  conflict  between  nations  that  champion  liberalism  and  those  nations  or  groups  that 
favour  other  ideologies. 

The  conflicts  that  have  arisen  between  liberal  democracies  and  their  rivals  have  frequently  resulted  in  hardship  and 
misery.  At  least  once,  such  a conflict  took  humanity  to  the  brink  of  possible  self-destruction. 

The  challenge  the  citizens  of  liberal  democracies  face  is  how  to  approach  liberalism’s  ideological  rivals.  This  issue 
raises  questions  like  the  following: 

• Should  ideological  rivals  be  ignored?  If  so,  what  are  the  risks  of  doing  so? 

• Should  attempts  be  made  to  engage  those  who  resist  liberal  principles  in  an  effort  to  convince  these  people  of 
the  advantages  of  liberalism?  What  if  such  approaches  are  rejected? 
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These  are  critical  questions  that  you,  as  a citizen  of  a liberal  democracy,  must  consider.  How  your  government  chooses 
to  interact  with  those  who  reject  liberalism  can  have  a significant  impact  on  your  own  freedom  and  security. 

In  this  module  you  will  explore  some  of  the  history  and  issues  surrounding  this  clash  of  ideologies.  When  finished, 
you  should  be  able  to  provide  your  own  informed  response  to  the  module  question: 

How  should  conflicts  between  opposing  ideologies  be  resolved? 


Module  5 Organizer 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  look  at  the  “Module  5 Graphic  Organizer.” 


Assessment  in  This  Moduie 


You  will  complete  the  following  assignments  as  you  work  through  the  lessons.  Your  teacher  will  determine  the 
weighting  for  each  piece  of  work  you  complete.  Typically,  lesson  assignments  are  weighted  less  than  section 
challenges  and  module  challenges. 


Module  5:  Graded  Work 

Section  1 

Description 

Marks 

Section  1 Challenge 

Cold  War  Radio  Interview 

24 

Section  2 

Description 

Marks 

Lesson  2 

Approaches  to  Expanding  Liberalism  in  the  Twenty-First  Century 

8 

Section  2 Challenge 

Writing  Op-Ed  Pieces 

24 

Module  5 Challenge 

Description 

Marks 

1 

Position  Paper 

35 

At  the  end  of  each  section,  and  at  the  end  of  the  module,  you  will  complete  a challenge.  You  might  want  to  look  ahead 
to  the  challenges  and  keep  them  in  mind  as  you  work  through  the  lessons. 
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Section  1 : The  Cold  War 


SOCIAL  STl  'llES  30-1  . . . 

Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Section  1 : The  Cold  War 


Section  1 Introduction 


Think  about  the  freedoms  you  enjoy  in  Canada.  How 
much  are  those  freedoms  worth  to  you?  Would  you 
sacrifice  your  life  to  defend  them?  The  lives  of  your 
family?  Would  it  be  better  for  life  to  end  than  for  it  to 
continue  under  the  tyranny  of  someone  like 
Joseph  Stalin? 

In  the  years  following  World  War  11,  citizens  of  all 
democracies  were  forced  to  ponder  these  questions. 

The  advent  of  nuclear  weapons  had  raised  the  stakes  in 
ideological  conflict  to  new  heights.  For  the  first  time 
in  history,  defending  liberalism  against  a competing 
ideology  had  the  potential  to  result  not  just  in  a war,  but 
in  the  total  annihilation  of  the  human  race. 

In  this  section  you  will  examine  the  pivotal  conflict 
following  the  end  of  World  War  11  that  arose  between 
nations  supporting  communism  and  those  advocating 
liberal  democracy. 

In  this  section  you  will  answer  the  following  question: 

How  did  the  post- World  War  11  competition  with 
communism  affect  the  practice  and  promotion  of 
liberalism  in  the  world? 

And  you  will  work  on  the  module  question:  How  should 
conflicts  between  opposing  ideologies  be  resolved? 


Library  of  Congress  USZC2-727 


In  This  Section 

In  this  section  there  are  two  lessons  and  one  section  challenge. 

In  each  lesson  you  will  have  opportunities  to 

• learn  about  the  events  and  concepts  associated  with  the  ideological  conlJict  that  followed  World  War  11 

• reOect  on  the  impact  that  ideological  conflict  has  on  the  nations  and  people  involved 
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Section  1 Introduction 


I 

I Lesson  1 : A Most  Dangerous  Dichotomy 

I 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  the  question:  What  were  the  characteristics  of  the  ideological  conflict  that  arose 
between  communism  and  liberalism  following  World  War  II? 

You  will  look  at  the  ideological  competition  that  arose  between  liberal  democracies  and  communist  nations  following 
li  the  defeat  of  fascism. 


Lesson  2:  Repercussions  of  the  Coid  War 

You  will  explore  this  question:  How  did  the  Cold  War  affect  the  nations  involved  in  the  conflict? 


You  will  analyze  the  impact  of  Cold  War  rivalries  on  the  nations  involved. 

Section  1 Chaiienge:  Radio  interview 


i At  the  end  of  this  section  you  will  use  the  knowledge  you 
acquired  in  the  lessons  to  provide  insightful  answers  to  an 
interviewer’s  questions  about  Cold- War  era  events 
and  policies. 

J 

I Outcomes 

I 

' In  this  section  you  will 

• come  to  appreciate  how  citizens  and  citizenship  are 

: affected  by  the  promotion  of  ideological  principles 

• analyze  how  ideological  conflict  shaped 
international  relations  after  the  Second  World  War 

• examine  why  governments  that  advocate  liberalism 
may  sometimes  engage  in  practices  that  do  not 
reflect  liberal  values 


• critical  thinking  ^ 'es. 

• creative  thinking  , . r , : 

• historical  thinking  . • . -.nt 

• geographic  thinking  e sr 

• decisionmaking  c-  r-  ; . 


r Skills  ^ 
and 

Processes 

for 

Social 

Studies 


• gathering  information 

• organizing  information 

• analyzing  and 
evaluating  information 


• oral  literacy 

• written  literacy 

• visual  literacy 

• media  literacy 
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Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Section  1 : The  Cold  War 


Lesson  1 : A Most  Dangerous  Dichotomy 
Get  Focused 


U.S.  National  Archives  and  Records  Administration 

This  diagram  is  of  a fallout  shelter  designed  to  protect  people  from  the  radioactive  dust  produced 
in  a nuclear  explosion.  Because  they  feared  a Soviet  attack,  American  civil  defence  agencies 
encouraged  Americans  to  build  such  shelters  in  their  backyards,  particularly  during  the  1950s. 

A dichotomy  is  defined  as  a split  between  two  entities  that  are  polar  opposites.  After  the  defeat  of  fascism  and  Naziism 
in  World  War  11,  supporters  of  liberalism  and  communism  started  to  compete  for  the  hearts  and  minds  of  people 
around  the  globe. 

Many  of  the  world’s  nations  began  to  ally  themselves  with  either  the  United  States — the  world’s  most  powerful  liberal 
democracy — or  the  Soviet  Union,  which  was  the  first  nation  to  put  communism  into  practice.  The  resulting  dichotomy 
would  shape  international  relations  for  most  of  the  second  half  of  the  twentieth  century. 

Throughout  most  of  that  period,  an  ideological  competition  played  out  in  a variety  of  arenas — social,  scientific, 
economic,  and  military.  While  the  world’s  two  dominant  ideological  rivals  never  engaged  each  other  in  large-scale 
military  action,  their  battle  to  advance  their  respective  “ism”  nonetheless  took  a great  financial  and  human  toll  around 
the  globe. 
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Lesson  1 : A Most  Dangerous  Dichotomy 


During  the  conflict,  the  world’s  citizens  had  to  live  with  the  possibility  of  global  annihilation  should  the  ideological 
rivalry  between  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States  erupt  into  a shooting  war. 


In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  the  following  question: 


What  were  the  characteristics  of  the  ideological  conflict  that  arose  between  communism  and  liberalism 
following  World  War  11? 


Explore 

I Read 

Turn  to  Chapter  7 in  Perspectives  on  Ideology.  Read 
j|  from  page  232  to  page  257.  As  you  read,  complete  the 
' following  Cold  War  activity. 

|i  You  will  encounter  the  following  terms  in  your  reading: 

I alignment,  brinkmanship,  cold  war,  containment, 
detente,  deterrence,  dissuasion,  espionage, 
expansionism,  hot  war.  Iron  Curtain,  satellite  state, 

I sphere  of  influence,  summit,  and  superpower. 


Discover 


! You  may  also  wish  to  build  upon  and  test  your 
! knowledge  gained  from  the  reading  by  exploring 
I Internet-based  materials  related  to  the  Cold  War. 

; Entering  the  keywords  “bbc  bitesize  cold  war”  into  a 
• search  engine  will  lead  to  a site  that  has  audio-visual 
I presentations  and  quizzes  that  you  can  take.  As  well, 

' entering  the  keywords  “CNN  Cold  War”  into  a search 
i engine  should  lead  you  to  a comprehensive  series  of 
i videos  about  the  period. 


I 


alignment:  a situation  in  which  countries  share  a similar 
ideology  and  foreign  policy 

In  an  alignment,  foreign  policy  is  often  guided  by  a dominant 
nation. 

brinkmanship:  a diplomatic  approach  that  involves  escalating 
a conflict  in  the  hope  that  the  other  side  will  back  down  first 

cold  war:  a conflict,  without  an  actual  war,  characterized  by 
tension  and  competition  between  the  principal  adversaries 

containment:  a policy  or  collection  of  policies  aimed  at 
stopping  the  spread  of  a particular  ideology 

detente:  a period  of  lessening  tensions 

deterrence:  a defense  strategy  that  consists  of  having 
sufficient  military  resources  to  make  an  attack  by  an  aggressor 
likely  to  result  in  the  aggressor’s  destruction,  thereby 
restraining  the  aggressor  from  taking  action 

dissuasion:  the  French  policy  of  maintaining  a nuclear  arsenal 
for  national  defence 

espionage:  spying 

expansionism:  a policy  of  spreading  ideological  and  political 
influence  beyond  the  status  quo 

hot  war:  a war  that  involves  actual  combat  between  military 
forces;  the  opposite  of  a cold  war 

Iron  Curtain:  the  physical  and  ideological  divide  between  the 
liberal  democracies  of  the  West  and  the  nations  under  the 
domination  of  the  Soviet  Union 

sateilite  state:  a previously  Independent  nation  that  has  fallen 
under  the  control  or  ideological  influence  of  a larger,  more 
powerful  state 

sphere  of  influence:  the  group  of  nations  subject  or  receptive 
to  the  domination,  guidance,  or  influence  of  a superpower 

summit:  a meeting  between  two  or  more  heads  of  state 

superpower:  a nation  with  sufficient  economic  and  military 
resources  to  have  significant  global  influence 


\ 

I 
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Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Understanding  and  Responding 

If  ^ 'l  Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  complete  the  “Cold  War  Concepts  Activity”  by  using  information  from  the 
I JvQ  J textbook  reading  referred  to  in  the  Read  section. 


When  you  have  completed  the  activity,  contact  your  teacher.  He  or  she  may  wish  to  review  your  responses  and  to  offer 
advice  and  commentary.  Save  your  completed  work  in  your  portfolio  as  a study  resource  and  for  review  prior  to  taking 
on  your  module  challenge. 


Q 

Discussion 


When  you  have  completed  the  Cold  War  Concepts  Activity,  you  may  wish  to  compare  your  work  with  that  of  a fellow 
student.  If  you  cannot  find  another  student  to  discuss  your  responses  with,  consider  talking  with  an  adult  who  lived 
during  the  Cold  War.  Someone  else’s  insights  and  comments  on  your  responses  may  enhance  your  understanding  of 
the  Cold  War. 


Check  Your  Understanding 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  complete  the  “Cold  War  Crossword  Puzzle.”  Revisit  the  textbook  to  get  the 
answers  for  any  questions  you  miss. 


Going  Beyond 


View  the  film  Thirteen  Days.  As  with  many  Hollywood  films  that  depict  historical  events,  the  producers  of 
Thirteen  Days  may  have  taken  some  dramatic  license  with  events  to  make  the  film  more  entertaining.  However,  the 
film  is  in  large  part  an  accurate  portrayal  of  the  events  surrounding  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis. 


It  is  sometimes  difficult  for  the  average  person  to  get  a real  sense  of  the  destructive  power  of  nuclear  weapons.  The 
film  Trinity  and  Beyond:  The  Atomic  Bomb  Movie  documents  the  development  of  ever  more  powerful  atomic  and 
hydrogen  bombs.  The  abundant  footage  of  American  and  Soviet  nuclear  tests  provides  testament  to  the  awesome  and 
terrifying  effects  of  nuclear  weapons. 

For  a sobering  lesson  on  the  human  consequences  of  using  nuclear  weapons,  check  out  the  National  Film  Board’s 
Oscar®  winning  documentary  If  You  Love  This  Planet.  The  film  is  available  for  viewing  in  most  libraries  and  on  the 
Internet.  Be  advised,  this  film  contains  some  graphic  images  of  injuries  caused  by  nuclear  weapons.  Alternatively,  you 
may  wish  to  view  the  BBC  production  of  A Guide  to  Armageddon,  which  can  be  found  on  the  Internet. 
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Lesson  1 : A Most  Dangerous  Dichotomy 


j Lesson  1 Summary 


Courtesy  of  the  U.S.  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Defense 

Checkpoint  Charlie  was  the  best-known  Berlin  Wall  checkpoint  that  persons  travelling  to  and  from 
East  Berlin  had  to  cross  during  the  Cold  War. 


i'i  In  Lesson  1 you  answered  this  question:  What  were  the  characteristics  of  the  ideological  conflict  that  arose  between 
i communism  and  liberalism  following  World  War  II? 

!jl 

I And  you  worked  on  answering  this  section  question:  How  did  the  post- World  War  II  competition  with  communism 
j|  affect  the  practice  and  promotion  of  liberalism  in  the  world? 

ji  The  Cold  War  was  an  almost  half-century-long  conflict  that  split  much  of  the  world  along  ideological  lines.  Following 
ill  the  defeat  of  Hitler  and  Mussolini,  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States  both  sought  to  draw  the  devastated  nations 
; of  Europe  into  their  respective  spheres  of  influence. 

‘ As  the  conflict  intensified,  more  and  more  nations  were  caught  up  in  the  conflict.  Rival  military  alliances  formed — 
j NATO  in  the  West,  the  Warsaw  Pact  in  the  East.  The  superpowers  worked  to  spread  their  influence  beyond  Europe 
j'  as  well.  While  many  nations  aligned  themselves  with  one  ideological  camp  or  the  other,  some  tried  to  remain 
I non-aligned  despite  considerable  pressure  from  the  superpowers. 

‘i 

The  overriding  fear  throughout  the  Cold  War  was  that  some  incident  or  the  perceived  threat  of  an  imminent  attack 
I would  drive  one  side  or  the  other  to  unleash  its  nuclear  arsenal.  The  1962  Cuban  Missile  Crisis,  for  example,  drew  the 
J world  perilously  close  to  a nuclear  war. 

I 

I In  the  aftermath  of  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis,  steps  were  taken  to  improve  communication  between  the  superpowers. 

I By  the  1970s,  detente  was  taking  hold.  While  the  Cold  War  was  by  no  means  over,  its  intensity  had  somewhat 
j diminished. 

j:  The  Cold  War  gave  rise  to  a number  of  ironies.  The  United  States,  the  leading  liberal  democracy  in  the  world,  often 
jj  appeared  to  abandon  the  basic  principles  of  liberalism  in  its  efforts  to  fight  communism.  The  CIA  helped  stage  coups, 
sponsored  assassination  attempts,  and  covertly  influenced  the  outcome  of  elections  in  other  democratic  nations. 


!* 
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Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Many  of  the  nations  within  the  sphere  of  influence  of  the  US  were  not  liberal  democracies  at  all.  Rather,  they  were 
authoritarian  dictatorships  that  often  used  weapons  and  training  supplied  by  the  United  States  to  brutalize  their  own 
populations  in  addition  to  fighting  communism. 

For  its  part,  the  Soviet  Union  was  finding  that  many  individuals,  indeed  entire  nations,  wished  to  escape  the 
communist  “utopia”  that  had  been  imposed  upon  them.  The  Soviets  often  had  to  resort  to  walls,  barbed  wire,  tanks, 
and  soldiers  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  communist  alliance. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  irony  of  the  Cold  War  was  that  both  sides  were  armed  with  a massive  arsenal  of  powerful 
weapons  they  could  never  use.  Conflict  on  the  scale  of  World  War  1 and  World  War  11  was  precluded  by  the  fact  that  no 
nation  could  really  win  in  an  all-out  nuclear  exchange.  The  nuclear  arms  race  had,  in  this  rather  strange  way,  brought 
about  a degree  of  global  stability. 

Despite  this  stability  the  Cold  War  would,  as  you  will  discover  in  Lesson  2,  take  a considerable  toll  on  both  the  Soviet 
and  the  American  nations.  This  toll  was  both  domestically  and  abroad. 
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Lesson  2:  Repercussions  of  the  Cold  War 


Section  1:The  Cold  War 


Lesson  2:  Repercussions  of  the  Cold  War 

Get  Focused 


© Torian/553481 5/Fotolia 


Many  observers  point  to  the  Cold  War  not  only  as  a period  of  tension  but  also  as  a time  of  relative  international 
I stability.  The  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  had  considerable  sway  over  the  nations  in  their  respective  spheres 
of  influence.  While  they  were  supporting  their  ideological  allies,  the  US  and  the  USSR  were  careful  to  ensure  that  the 
actions  of  those  allies  did  not  put  them  (the  superpowers)  into  a direct  military  confrontation  with  each  other. 

In  some  sense,  the  Cold  War  was  like  a chess  match  in  which  the  superpowers  battled  one  another  by  influencing  the 
i actions  of  other  nations. 

I 

Although  circumstances  precluded  a direct  military  conflict  between  nuclear-armed  states,  the  Cold  War,  nonetheless, 

II  was  costly  in  human  lives  and  in  many  other  ways.  Some  people  would  also  suggest,  however,  that  humanity 
benefitted  from  this  half-century-long  competition  for  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  world’s  people. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  the  following  question: 

How  did  the  Cold  War  affect  the  nations  involved  in  the  conflict? 

This  lesson  will  take  approximately  one  eighty-minute  period  to  complete. 
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Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Explore 


Read 


In  Perspectives  on  Ideology,  read  from  the  heading 
“Proxy  Wars  and  Liberation  Movements”  on  page  258. 
Keep  reading  to  the  end  of  page  269.  You  will  read  about 
the  terms  McCarthyism,  proxy  war,  and  liberation 
movement. 


Voices 


McCarthyism:  the  term  given  to  the  movement  designed  to 
root  out  and  expose  potential  communists  within  American 
society  during  the  1950s 

proxy  war:  a war  in  which  one  superpower  fights  with  or 
provides  support  to  a nation  struggling  against  an  enemy 
backed  by  a rival  superpower 

liberation  movement:  a term  used  to  describe  a situation  in 
which  people  within  a nation  rebel  against  a foreign  power  that 
has  traditionally  dominated  or  controlled  the  nation 


‘As  a kid  growing  up  in  the  Cold  War,  I didn’t  think  of  nuclear 
war  all  the  time,  but  every  once  in  a while  it  would  creep  into 
your  thoughts.  You’d  look  in  the  phone  book  and,  where  now 
there’s  a page  telling  you  what  to  do  in  case  of  a tornado, 
back  then  there  was  a page  telling  you  what  to  do  in  case  of  a 
nuclear  attack. 


Sometimes,  when  it  rained  heavily,  water  would  somehow 
get  inside  an  air-raid  siren  near  our  house  and  it  would 
malfunction  and  start  to  sound.  The  first  time  it  happened  I 
was  really  scared.  I was  just  seven-  or  eight-years-old,  but 
I knew  what  that  siren  could  potentially  mean.  After  my  dad 
explained  what  was  likely  causing  the  siren  to  go  off,  I was 
mostly  reassured.  Still,  lying  in  bed  at  night  listening  to  the 
rain  beating  against  the  house  and  this  siren  wailing  in  the 
distance  was  a disturbing  experience  for  a child.  You  knew  it 
was  probably  just  the  rain,  but  if  it  wasn’t . . .” 


Alberta  Resident 


©Aaron  Kohr/149852/Fotolia 


n 

Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  view  “Duck  and  Cover.”  This  is  a short  Cold  War-era  civil  defence  film. 


Pause  and  Reflect 


Can  you  think  of  an  international  crisis  or  ideological  clash  that  undermined  your  sense  of  security  as  a child?  Can  you  think  of 
ways  in  which  clashing  ideologies  currently  affect  your  life  or  your  sense  of  security? 
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Lesson  2:  Repercussions  of  the  Cold  War 


Understanding  and  Responding 

In  this  activity  you  will  use  the  Internet  to  develop  a greater  understanding  of  the  impact  the  Cold  War  had  on  nations, 
on  their  populations,  and  on  the  world. 

SGo  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  complete  the  “Cold  War  Scavenger  Hunt”  by  using  an  Internet  search 
engine  to  collect  the  requested  pieces  of  information. 

Experiment  with  potential  search  terms.  In  some  cases,  you  may  get  more  targeted  results  if  you  combine  the  key 
words  “cold  war”  to  your  own  search  terms.  As  you  find  information  for  each  item,  record  it  in  the  “Response” 
column  on  the  worksheet.  Also  record  the  URL  or  publication  information  for  the  source  in  the  “Source  and  Validity 
Assessment”  column.  Take  the  time  to  briefly  assess  the  validity  of  the  source  and  mark  it  as  either  “authoritative,” 

[ “requires  further  verification,”  or  “very  weak.” 

,1 


I ^ I If  necessary,  go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  see  the  Toolkit  for  help  with  assessing  the  validity  of  sources. 
^DVD^  Check  “Assessing  Web  Search  Results.” 

I Rate  the  item’s  impact  as  positive,  neutral,  or  negative,  and  briefly  explain  your  reasoning.  Spend  enough  time  reading 
j about  each  scavenger  hunt  item  to  get  a sense  of  how  the  information  relates  to  the  Cold  War.  Think  about  the  data’s 
j significance.  Then,  in  the  final  column,  record  your  insight  regarding  how  the  item  demonstrates  the  impact  the 
' Cold  War  had  on  the  nations  involved,  on  their  citizens,  or  on  the  world  in  general. 

i 

! Place  your  completed  Cold  War  Scavenger  Hunt  in  your  portfolio.  Your  teacher  may  wish  to  review  your  work  to 
I ensure  completion  and  to  verify  that  you  have  developed  sufficient  understanding  of  the  concepts  in  this  lesson. 

Q 

ImV  Discussion 


If  possible,  compare  your  worksheet  responses  with  another  student  or  discuss  them  with  an  adult  who  has  some 
knowledge  of  Cold  War  events.  Try  to  account  for  any  discrepancies  between  what  you  have  put  in  your  “Response” 
I column  and  what  you  learn  from  others. 


Feel  free  to  engage  in  a discussion  on  what  impact  each  item  you’ve  listed  has  had.  Modify  your  chart  to  account  for 
any  corrections,  new  insights,  or  modifications  in  your  perspective  on  the  impacts  of  the  Cold  War. 


I 
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Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Going  Beyond 


© York/71 5569/Fotolia 


From  a United  States  point  of  view,  the  Vietnam  War  had  a profound  effect  on  the  individuals  who  fought  in  that  i 
war  and  on  American  society  as  a whole.  A variety  of  films  have  been  made  that  attempt  to  explore  and  explain  what  | 
happened  in  Vietnam.  I 

Some  of  the  best  movies  include:  Platoon',  Dear  America:  Letters  Home  from  Vietnam',  We  Were  Soldiers',  Path  to  WarX 
and  Good  Morning,  Vietnam.  This  is  by  no  means  an  exhaustive  list.  There  are  many  other  compelling  films  from  | 

which  to  choose.  Be  forewarned,  however,  that  many  of  these  films  contain  graphic  violence,  coarse  language,  and  I 
other  content  that  you  may  find  offensive.  i 

The  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  was  the  most  publicized  of  the  crises  that  almost  led  to  nuclear  war,  but  it  was  by  no  means  | 
the  only  such  crisis.  An  Internet  search  using  the  phrase  “accidental  nuclear  war”  returns  links  to  a variety  of  websites  | 
of  incidents  that  brought  the  world  close  to  Armageddon.  These  accounts  make  for  interesting  and  teirifying  reading.  | 

Some  would  say  that  the  seeds  of  many  contemporary  ideological  conflicts  were  planted  in  the  Cold  War.  The  recent 
conllict  in  Afghanistan,  for  example,  has  roots  in  Cold- War-era  policies  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States. 

The  film  Charlie  Wilson’s  War  provides  a dramatized  account  of  the  US  role  in  driving  the  Soviets  out  of  Afghanistan. 
The  armies  of  the  United  States  and  a coalition  of  Western  nations  would  themselves  enter  Afghanistan  two  decades  * 
later.  Be  advised  that  this  film  contains  content  that  you  may  find  objectionable.  s 
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Lesson  2;  Repercussions  of  the  Cold  War 


Lesson  2 Summary 

I 

In  Lesson  2 you  studied  this  question:  How  did  the  Cold  War  affect  the  nations  involved  in  the  conflict? 

And  you  worked  on  answering  the  section  question:  How  did  the  post- World  War  11  competition  with  communism 
I affect  the  practice  and  promotion  of  liberalism  in  the  world? 

I 

The  impact  of  the  Cold  War  was  far-reaching,  encompassing  the  political,  economic,  scientific,  social,  environmental, 
and  even  psychological  realms.  The  superpowers  involved  themselves  in  numerous  small  conflicts  around  the  world 
by  providing  arms,  and  sometimes  troops,  to  assist  allies  in  their  spheres  of  influence.  This  involvement  was  often 
costly — both  financially  and  in  terms  of  human  lives. 

^The  superpowers  also  devoted  much  of  their  gross  national  products  to  the  expansion  and  maintenance  of  both 
conventional  and  nuclear  arsenals.  Beyond  the  financial  cost,  testing  associated  with  nuclear  weapon  programs 
scattered  radioactive  fallout  over  much  of  the  world.  Citizens  of  both  the  Western  and  Soviet-Bloc  nations  had  to  live 
s with  the  knowledge  that  nuclear  Armageddon  was  a real  and  continuing  threat. 


The  Cold  War  was  not  without  its  positives,  however.  As  the  superpowers  and  their  allies  each  tried  to  demonstrate 
j their  ideological  superiority,  they  helped  spur  advances  in  science,  technology,  and  other  areas  of  human  endeavour. 

I As  well,  experiences  with  brinkmanship  and  a fear  of  mutual  assured  destruction  may  have  ultimately  contributed  to 
jthe  move  toward  detente  and  improved  relations  between  the  superpowers. 

I As  you  learned  in  previous  lessons,  communism  eventually  collapsed  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  in  most  of  its  allied 
nations.  This  collapse  signalled  the  end  of  the  Cold  War. 

! 

^Some  have  suggested  that,  in  the  end,  communist  nations  capitulated  because  their  system  could  not  continue  to 
compete  militarily  with  the  West  and  still  provide  a decent  standard  of  living  for  their  citizens.  Others  contend  that  a 
mew  Soviet  leadership  simply  saw  the  uselessness  of  the  world’s  two  most  powerful  nations  spending  billions  to  create 
I weapons  that,  if  ever  used,  would  spell  the  end  of  humanity. 

Regardless  of  the  interpretation,  the  end  of  the  Cold  War  brought  to  a close  one  of  the  greatest  ideological  conflicts 
!of  the  twentieth  century.  Liberal  democracy,  it  appeared,  had  prevailed.  The  new  century,  however,  would  see  other 
j ideologies  emerge  to  compete  with,  and  challenge,  liberalism. 

i 


I 
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Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Section  1 Challenge 


Cold  War  Radio  Interview 


In  this  challenge  you  will  do  a little  role-playing.  Your 
name  is  Terry  Knotwreel,  and  you  are  a fictitious  civil 
servant  from  the  Unites  States.  You  have  just  written  a 
book  about  the  Cold  War,  and  you’re  on  a tour  promoting 
your  work.  You’ve  been  to  book  signings,  appeared  on 
local  television  talk  shows  and,  in  this  case,  dropped  into 
a radio  station  for  an  interview  on  The  Interval  show. 


y 

WHP  Discover 

a Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  listen  to  ''The 
Interval  Intro”  or  read  "The  Interval  Intro 
Transcript”  to  get  a better  sense  of  your 
character’s  background. 

The  interviewer  is  going  to  ask  you  a variety  of  questions 
related  to  Cold  War  events  and  policies.  Your  challenge 
is  to  provide  informed,  well-reasoned  answers  from  the 
point  of  view  of  someone  who  has  an  in-depth  knowledge 
of  the  period  of  time  surrounding  the  Cold  War. 


©flariv/7118892/Fotolia 


Discover 


a Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  listen  to  “Cold 
War  Interview  Questions  Audio  Recording.” 
Then,  from  the  Assignment  Booklet,  retrieve 
the  “Cold  War  Radio  Interview.” 


Use  the  knowledge  you  have  gained  in  Section  1 to  provide  insightful  answers.  Record  your  answers  in  the  spaces 
underneath  each  question. 


Remember  to  review  the  rubric  before  you  start  this  challenge  and  again  before  you  submit  your  work. 

If  you  have  the  time,  technological  skills,  and  desire,  you  can  record  your  responses  and  merge  them  with  the  audio 
recordings  of  the  introduction  and  questions,  or  you  can  re-record  the  introduction  and  questions. 

As  with  other  projects  of  this  nature,  it  is  important  to  budget  your  time  and  not  let  the  production  process  become 
more  important  than  developing  good  responses  to  the  interview  questions.  Have  a discussion  with  your  teacher  to 
decide  whether  creating  a full  podcast  is  a valuable  use  of  your  time. 
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Section  1 Challenge 


If  you’re  not  creating  a podcast,  put  a copy  of  your  responses  in  your  portfolio  for  safekeeping  and  as  a future  study 
reference.  Then  submit  a copy  to  your  teacher.  If  you  are  creating  a podcast,  your  teacher  may  accept  a digital  audio 
file  in  place  of  a text  document.  Ask  your  teacher  which  format — text  or  audio  recording — is  acceptable. 

0 

1 Assignment 

Submit  the  Cold  War  Radio  Interview  to  your  teacher. 

I Section  1 Summary 

j In  this  section  you  explored  the  history  of  the  Cold  War.  During  the  period  of  the 
li  Cold  War,  policies  of  expansionism  and  containment  drew  the  United  States  into  a 
j conflict  that  manifested  itself  in  proxy  wars  and  support  for  liberation  movements. 

^ The  advent  of  nuclear  weapons  made  direct  conflict  between  the  superpowers 
(potentially  disastrous.  This  point  was  driven  home  by  the  brinkmanship  surrounding  the 

ij  Cuban  Missile  Crisis. 

h 

As  the  opposing  ideological  blocs  built  ever-larger  nuclear  arsenals,  it  became  apparent 
^that  any  nuclear  war  would  likely  result  in  Mutually  Assured  Destruction.  As  a result, 

I the  idea  of  a nuclear  war  became  unthinkable.  Eventually,  both  sides  made  efforts  at 
I detente  in  an  attempt  to  decrease  tensions. 

I©  Department  of  Defense.  Department 

The  Cold  War,  though  it  precluded  direct  military  conflict  between  the  United  States  oVicer'!^'^'^^ 

If  and  the  Soviet  Union,  had  produced  a variety  of  small,  hot  wars.  Vietnam,  for  the 

Americans,  and  Afghanistan,  for  the  Soviets,  proved  to  be  military  and  economic  quagmires  that  sucked  up  lives  and 
! money.  Involvement  in  these  conflicts  caused  many  Americans  and  citizens  of  other  liberal  democracies  to  question 
|»  the  rationale  and  the  methods  their  governments  used  to  defend  and  promote  liberalism  abroad. 

(Domestically,  fear  of  communism  and  nuclear  attack  plagued  American  citizens,  particularly  during  the  1950s. 
Movements  like  McCarthyism  saw  many  law-abiding  citizens  persecuted  for  their  political  beliefs  and  personal 
( associations.  Ironically,  these  actions  were  taken  under  the  pretext  of  defending  liberal  democracy. 

'The  Cold  War  ended  with  the  virtual  disbanding  of  communism  in  the  late  1980s  and  early  1990s.  In  the  end, 

( communism  had  proved  as  capable  as  hot  war  of  destroying  lives  and  creating  national  and  international  upheaval. 

! You  have  familiarized  yourself  with  the  policies  and  actions  taken  by  the  superpowers  during  the  Cold  War  and 
• the  subsequent  impacts  on  the  superpowers’  populations  and  on  people  in  other  countries.  The  Cold  War  helped  to 
I shape  the  world  you  live  in  today.  As  you  will  see  in  Section  2,  the  Cold  War’s  echoes  can  be  heard  in  some  of  the 
(ideological  conflicts  that  currently  face  liberal  democracies. 


I 

i 
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Section  2:  Emerging  Challenges  to  Liberalism 


Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Section  2:  Emerging  Chaiienges  to  Liberaiism 


© innovari/13377777/Fotolia 


Section  2 Introduction 


Imagine  that  a vast  armada  of  spaceships  piloted 
by  technologically  advanced  aliens  lands  on  Earth. 

The  “Visitors,”  as  they  come  to  be  called,  although 
strange-looking,  appear  friendly  enough.  The  Visitors  ask 
for  nothing  more  than  the  chance  to  observe  humanity 
so  they  may  determine  how  to  help  earthlings  achieve  a 
better  life. 


One  morning,  however,  television  broadcasts  around 
the  world  are  simultaneously  interrupted.  The  leader  of 
the  Visitors  appears  on  television  and  makes  a stunning 
announcement. 


18 


Section  2 Introduction 


People  of  Earth.  We  have  observed  you  at  length  and  it  has 
brought  great  sadness  to  our  hearts.  Your  species  has  great 
potential,  but  appears  bent  on  self-destruction.  Your  wars, 
your  waste  of  resources,  and  your  inability  to  agree  on 
common  goals  for  your  people  cause  great  pain  and 
suffering  on  your  planet.  This  suffering  is  something  we 
cannot  ignore. 

Our  society  has  lived  in  peace  and  prosperity  for  thousands 
of  years  and  has  developed  the  ability  to  travel  the  stars. 
These  achievements  have  all  come  from  our  approach  to 
organizing  society,  specifically  from  the  manner  in  which  we 
raise  our  young. 


Your  commonly  held  belief  that  anyone  who  can  reproduce  should 

be  entitled  to  take  on  the  crucial  task  of  raising  the  next  generation  is 

misguided.  For  centuries  on  our  world,  our  offspring  have  been  taken 

from  their  parents  at  birth  and  raised  in  maturation  hives  by  specialized 

caregivers  who  have  extensive  training  in  caring  for  the  young.  Through  this  system, 

we  have  created  a peaceful  society  that  embraces  knowledge,  harmony,  and  equality. 

We  are  a compassionate  race,  and  compassion  demands  that  we  help  your  society 
advance  so  that  you  may  one  day  join  us  in  peace  and  brotherhood  among  the  stars. 
To  that  end,  we  have  begun  the  construction  of  maturation  hives  for  your  young  at 
key  locations  on  your  planet.  As  they  are  completed,  we  will  assist  you  in  transferring 
your  young  to  the  hives  in  order  to  ensure  their  proper  upbringing  by  our  trained 
caregivers.  We  are  confident  that  within  two  generations,  your  people  will  be  ready  to 
take  the  next  step  in  your  evolution  and,  as  we  have,  reach  out  to  the  stars. 


background  image:  © innovari/13077592/Fotolia,  tv:  Creatas/Thinkstock 


iHow  would  you  respond  to  such  an  event?  Would  you  accept  the  idea  that  the  aliens’  approach  to  raising  children  is 
better  than  the  human  one?  Would  the  Visitors’  apparent  prosperity  or  technological  superiority  lend  weight  to  their 
arguments?  Would  you  be  willing  to  discard  basic  human  ideals  of  parenthood  and  family  for  the  promised  age  of 
peace  and  prosperity? 
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Section  2:  Emerging  Challenges  to  Liberalism 


At  the  end  of  the  Cold  War,  many  people  in  liberal  democracies  thought  they  were  witnessing  the  dawn  of  a new  era 
of  global  peace  and  prosperity.  With  the  collapse  of  communism,  the  last  major  ideological  rival  to  liberalism  had 
apparently  been  defeated.  Liberal  economic  practices,  democracy,  and  individual  rights  and  freedoms  could  now  be 
extended  around  the  globe  without  resistance  and  interference  from  a powerful  ideological  rival. 

The  principles  of  liberalism,  however,  have  not  been  embraced  by  all  people.  Just  as  you  may  have  judged  the 
Visitors’  beliefs  about  raising  children  to  be  alien  and  counter  to  human  values,  people  in  some  parts  of  the  globe  see 
liberalism  as  a product  of  the  Western  world.  People  may  see  liberalism  as  an  alien  ideology  that  threatens  the  fabric 
of  their  society.  Thus,  the  movement  to  extend  liberal  economic,  social,  and  political  ideals  beyond  their  present 
geographic  borders  has,  in  many  cases,  been  a source  of  conflict. 

In  this  section  you  will  answer  the  following  question: 

How  do  differing  ideological  perspectives  contribute  to  conflict  in  the  twenty-first  century? 

And  you  will  also  answer  the  module  question:  How  should  conflicts  between  opposing  ideologies  be  resolved? 

In  This  Section 

In  this  section  there  are  two  lessons  and  one  section  challenge. 

In  each  lesson  you  will  have  opportunities  to 

• explore  the  manner  in  which  ideological  conflict  can  affect  nations  and  societies 

• evaluate  perspectives  on,  and  approaches  toward,  managing  ideological  conflict 

Lesson  1 : Determining  Liberalism’s  Reach 

You  will  explore  this  question:  To  what  extent  should  liberalism  be  the  dominant  ideology  in  the  twenty-first  century? 
You  will  study  the  source  of  some  contemporary  conflicts  between  liberalism  and  other  ideologies,  and  you  will 
evaluate  the  degree  to  which  liberal  principles  should  be  accepted  as  universal  principles. 

Lesson  2:  Learning  from  Past  Conflicts 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  this  question:  What  approaches  should  be  taken  to  extending  liberalism  around 
the  globe?  You  will  employ  your  familiarity  with  past  ideological  conflicts  to  make  recommendations  regarding 
approaches  to  addressing  contemporary  ideological  conflicts. 

Section  2 Challenge:  Writing  Op-Ed  Pieces 

At  the  end  of  this  section  you  will  use  the  knowledge  acquired  in  the  lessons  to  craft  two  editorials  that  outline  the 
opposing  perspectives  on  liberalism  that  contribute  to  ideological  conflict  in  the  twenty-first  century. 
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Section  2 Introduction 


Outcomes 


jin  this  section  you  will 

• develop  an  understanding  of  the  various 

j perspectives  on  the  promotion  of  liberalism  around 
the  globe 

• evaluate  how  well  principles  of  liberalism  can  be 
maintained  in  the  face  of  present-day  issues  and 
challenges 

!• 

J:  • analyze  why  the  practices  of  governments  may  not 

' always  reflect  principles  of  liberalism 

; • develop  a greater  awareness  of  the  issues  facing 

I people  around  the  globe 

i 

• evaluate  the  extent  to  which  ideology  should  shape 

I responses  to  present-day  issues 

1 

i 

] 


I 


• cooperation 

• critical  thinking  , conflict  resolution 

• creative  thinking  . j 

• historical  thinking  Invor  e en* 


respect  for  multiple 
perspectives 


Skills  ^ 
and 

Processes 

for 

Social 

Studies 


• decision  making 

• problem  solving 


• gathering  information 

• organizing  information 

• analyzing  and 
evaluating  information 


• oral  literacy 

• written  literacy 

• visual  literacy 

• media  literacy 
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Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Section  2:  Emerging  Chalienges  to  Liberaiism 


Lesson  1 : Determining  Liberaiism’s  Reach 
Get  Focused 


© cornelius/9811 390/Fotolia 


To  casual  observers,  the  downfall  of  communism  seemed  to  suggest  that  liberalism  would  now  be  the  world’s 
dominant  ideology.  In  fact,  the  Cold  War  had  focused  attention  on  communism  as  a rival  to  liberal  democracy  for  so 
long  that  other  ideologies,  which  challenged  many  basic  ideals  of  liberalism,  had  received  little  attention.  That  all 
changed  on  a warm,  September  day  in  2001,  when  hijacked  American  planes  slammed  into  the  World  Trade  Center  in 
New  York  City,  the  Pentagon  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  a farmer’s  field  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  9/11  Attacks,  as  they  became  known,  brought  Western  liberal  democracies  into  conflict  with  various  factions 
supporting  militant  Islam.  The  attacks  also  brought  to  the  forefront  the  issue  of  whether  the  world’s  societies  should 
conform  to  liberal  ideals  and,  if  so,  how  liberalization  should  be  accomplished. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  the  following  question: 

To  what  extent  should  liberalism  be  the  dominant  ideology  in  the  twenty-first  century? 
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Lesson  1 : Determining  Liberalism’s  Reach 


Explore 

In  his  book,  The  Clash  of  Civilizations,  political  scientist  Samuel  Huntington  suggests  that  the  major  confliets  of  the 
twenty-first  century  will  not  be  along  ideological  lines.  Huntington  argues  that  eonfliets  will  be  along  eultural  and 
religious  lines.  However,  if  one  views  ideology  as  a set  of  beliefs  and  values,  then  the  beliefs  and  values  that  guide  the 
aetions  of  groups  like  A1  Queda  and  the  Taliban  are  indeed  an  ideology. 

Some  analysts  and  security  experts  have  referred  to  this  ideology  as  Islamo-fascism,  by  trying  to  somehow  link 
radical  Islam  with  a familiar  opponent  of  liberalism  that  has  sprung  out  of  Western  society.  Others  have  critieized  this 
labelling  as  being  simplistic  and  inaccurate.  The  term  Islamo-fascism  is  offensive  to  many  Muslims  who  worry  that 
the  image  of  their  entire  faith  is  being  shaped  by  a tiny  minority  of  Islamic  extremists  and  the  journalists  and  analysts 
I trying  to  make  sense  of  extremist  actions.  It  is  important  to  recognize  that  many  Islamic  authorities  have  eriticized 
radical  groups  like  A1  Queda  and  the  Taliban  for  both  their  violent  acts  and  extreme  interpretation  of  Islam. 

. The  rise  of  groups  like  A1  Queda  and  the  Taliban  has,  however,  highlighted  the  fact  that  many  people  view  liberalism 
as  a product  of  the  European  Enlightenment  and  of  Western  societies.  Liberalism’s  fundamental  principles  often  plaee 
the  ideology  at  odds  with  the  longstanding  cultural,  religious,  and  legal  traditions  of  various  societies. 


The  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights 


t>  Steve  estvanik/shutterstock 


jrhis  is  the  General  Assembly  Chamber  at  the  United  Nations  Headquarters  in  New  York. 

n 1945,  at  the  end  of  World  War  11,  the  United  Nations  was  set  up  with  the  primary  goal  of  putting  an  end  to  war. 

The  UN  was  created  to  provide  a forum  for  all  nations  to  diseuss  and  confront  important  issues  facing  the  world.  The 
:)rganization’s  struetures  and  the  realities  of  the  post-war  world,  however,  arguably  gave  Western  nations  considerably 
:nore  influenee  in  the  UN  than,  for  example,  African  and  Asian  nations. 

' n 1948,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  UN  adopted  the  Universal  Deelaration  of  Human  Rights.  This  document 
)utlined  the  fundamental  rights  to  which  all  people  of  the  world,  according  to  the  UN,  should  be  entitled. 
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Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Understanding  and  Responding 

In  this  activity  you  will  develop  an  understanding  of  the  extent  to  which  liberal  ideals  have  served  as  the  model  to 
be  followed  globally,  and  you  will  see  how  following  this  model  may  lead  to  conflict.  There  are  three  parts  to  this 
activity.  Read  the  instructions  for  all  three  parts  before  you  begin  so  that  you  have  a complete  understanding  of  what  is 
required. 

Parti 

Do  an  Internet  search  to  find  a copy  of  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights.  Review  the  document  carefully.  If 
you  find  the  language  of  the  document  difficult  to  understand,  entering  the  keywords  “United  Nations  Declaration  of 
Human  Rights  plain  language”  will  lead  you  to  a simplified  version  of  the  document. 

a Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  open  the  “Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights  Activity  Sheet.” 
Complete  Part  1 of  the  sheet. 

Part  2 

Your  objective  is  to  develop  a familiarity  with  sharia  law.  Conduct  an  Internet  search  using  some  of  the  following 
search  terms: 

• “sharia  law” 

• “sharia  law  explained”  ; 

• “sharia  law  Ontario” 

• “sharia  law  Britain” 

• “sharia  law  Saudi  Arabia” 

• “sharia  law  hadd” 

• “women  and  sharia  law” 
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Lesson  1 : Determining  Liberalism’s  Reach 


Sharia  law  is  controversial.  Attitudes  toward  sharia  law’s  implementation  vary  even 
among  those  who  abide  by  the  law.  Be  aware  that  some  critiques  of  sharia  law  on  the 
websites  you  visit  may  be  little  more  than  ethnocentric  and/or  racist  rants.  Keep  your 
critical  thinking  cap  on  and  carefully  assess  the  goals  and  credibility  of  the  websites 
you  visit. 


ethnocentric:  a perspective  that  one’s  own  culture  is  superior 


p javarman/3668670/Fotolia 

P 

Sharia  law  shares  many  of  the  basic  principles  of  human  rights  found  in  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights. 
There  are,  however,  some  important  differences. 

kow  that  you  have  familiarized  yourself  with  sharia  law,  complete  Part  2 of  the  activity.  As  you  complete  Part  2, 
iremember  that  interpretations  and  implementations  of  sharia  law  can  vary  from  society  to  society.  To  ensure  clarity,  be 
IS  specific  as  possible  when  recording  your  examples. 


Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Parts 

Complete  Part  3 of  the  activity.  Use  what  you  have  learned  in  Parts  1 and  2 to  support  your  conclusions  and  provide 
examples  to  justify  your  response. 


Discussion 


If  possible,  compare  your  completed  activity  sheet  with  that  of  another  student.  Note  any  differences  between  your 
charts,  and  update  your  work  where  you  feel  a change  is  necessary.  Discuss  the  opinions  you  expressed  in  Part  3.  Try 
to  point  out  the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  one  another’s  arguments. 


If  you  do  not  have  a fellow  student  to  work  with,  consider  discussing  the  activity  with  a friend,  a parent,  or  someone 
else.  You  may  have  to  give  your  discussion  partner  a short  tutorial  regarding  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human 
Rights  and  sharia  law.  The  insights  you  obtain  from  your  discussion  may  give  both  of  you  new  perspectives  on  the 
issues. 


When  you  have  completed  the  activity,  place  your  completed  activity  sheet  in  your  portfolio  and  inform  your  teacher. 
He  or  she  may  wish  to  review  your  work  to  check  your  understanding  and  to  provide  additional  commentary  and 
insights. 


There  are  a variety  of  perspectives  on  whether 
liberalism  should  be  introduced  to  societies  where  it 
is  not  the  dominant  ideology.  To  further  broaden  your 
understanding  of  these  perspectives,  read  from  “Bringing 
Liberalism  to  the  World”  on  page  318  in  your  textbook  to 
“Questions  for  Reflection”  on  page  327. 


humanitarianism:  a doctrine  that  promotes  improvement  to 
the  standard  of  living  or  quality  of  life  of  others,  often  through 
outside  intervention 

self-interest:  consideration  of  one’s  personal  position,  often 
without  regard  for  the  welfare  of  others 

war  on  terror:  a term  used  to  describe  actions  taken  to 
combat  global  terrorism  in  the  wake  of  the  9/11  attacks  on  the 
United  States 


As  you  read,  make  a list  of  the  arguments  made  for 
extending  liberalism  around  the  globe.  Then  note  one 


practical  example  of  each  argument.  Put  the  list  in  your  portfolio  as  a study  resource.  You  will  come  across  the 
following  terms  in  your  reading:  humanitarianism,  self-interest,  and  war  on  terror. 


— --  Pause  and  Reflect 

Think  back  to  what  you  learned  in  Grade  10  about  imperialism  and  globalization.  How  might  some  non-Westerners  view  efforts  to 
establish  liberalism  if  this  ideology  does  not  already  exist  in  their  societies? 
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Lesson  1:  Determining  Liberalism’s  Reach 


Lesson  1 Summary 

In  this  lesson  you  explored  the  following  question:  To  what  extent  should  liberalism  be  the  dominant  ideology  in  the 
twenty-first  century? 

j You  also  worked  on  answering  the  section  question:  How  do  differing  ideological  perspectives  contribute  to  conflict  in 
the  twenty-first  century? 

Despite  the  general  demise  of  ideologies  like  fascism  and  communism,  liberalism  is  not  without  ideological 
competitors  in  today’s  world.  Many  societies  subscribe  to  other  ideologies  which,  while  they  may  have  some 
similarities  with  liberalism,  still  differ  from  liberalism  in  important  ways.  Efforts  to  spread  the  value  system  of 
liberalism  beyond  its  current  geographic  boundaries  are  not  without  controversy. 

For  some,  liberalism  is  seen  as  a product  of  Western  culture — a set  of  foreign  values  that  Western  democracies  wish 
to  impose  on  the  rest  of  the  world  in  the  same  way  that  European  nations  attempted  to  impose  their  cultures  on  others 
during  the  Age  of  Imperialism.  For  others,  liberalism  represents  something  of  a Trojan  horse:  a means  by  which  the 
West  can  open  up  the  rest  of  the  world  for  economic  exploitation  under  the  pretext  of  freeing  people  from  oppression. 

Liberalism  is  sometimes  fraught  with  problems  in  societies  where  liberal  democracy  has  only  recently  been 
I established.  For  example,  holding  elections  in  countries  where  relations  between  competing  tribal,  cultural,  or 
f, religious  groups  are  already  stressed  can  lead  to  instability  and  violence.  In  such  situations  it  sometimes  appears  that 
j,the  introduction  of  liberalism  does  more  harm  than  good. 

[For  some  people,  the  desire  to  spread  liberalism  is  based  in  humanitarianism.  Some  humanitarians  seek  to  gain  for 
lothers  around  the  globe  the  liberty,  equality,  and  justice  for  which  many  groups  within  existing  liberal  democracies 
fought  for  so  long.  If  one  accepts  this  goal  as  worthy,  the  question  then  becomes  how  to  achieve  the  goal.  This  is  a 
Iquestion  to  be  explored  in  Lesson  2. 
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Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Section  2:  Emerging  Chalienges  to  Liberaiism 


Lesson  2:  Learning  from  Past  Confiicts 

Get  Focused 


.shock/4736776/Fotolia 


The  major  ideological  conflicts  of  the  twentieth  century  were  costly  to  humanity.  The  defeat  of  the  fascist  powers  in 
World  War  11  cost  upwards  of  60  million  lives.  As  you  have  learned  in  earlier  lessons  in  this  section,  the  Cold  War  also 
exacted  a significant  toll  on  the  countries  and  people  involved.  As  liberal  democracies  face  new  ideological  rivals  in 
the  twenty-first  century,  it  will  be  important  to  draw  on  the  lessons  of  the  past. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  the  following  question: 

What  approaches  should  be  taken  to  extending  liberalism  around  the  globe? 

This  lesson  will  take  approximately  two,  80-minute  periods  to  complete. 


Assignment 


• Approaches  to  Expanding  Liberalism  in  the  Twenty-First  Century 


i 

I 
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Lesson  2:  Learning  from  Past  Conflicts 


Explore 


Assignment 

In  this  assignment  you  will  explore  and  evaluate  various  approaches  that  can  be  taken  to  spread  liberalism  to  nations 
and  groups  that  reject  the  ideology. 

Step  1:  Select  a Nation  or  Group  that  Rejects  Liberalism 


fl  # I Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  select  one  of  the  five  nations  or  ideological  groups  described  in  the 
im.  DVD  M “Country  Choice  Cards.” 

iThese  are  by  no  means  the  only  countries  in  the  world  that  reject  the  principles  of  liberalism.  If  you  would  like 
do  evaluate  another  nation  or  group  that  you  believe  presents  a challenge  to  liberalism,  approach  your  teacher  for 
approval. 

I 

iStep  2:  Research  Your  Nation  or  Group 

f 

I After  you  have  selected  a nation  or  group  to  evaluate,  gather  information  beyond  what  is  contained  on  the  Country 
I Choice  Card.  At  this  point  in  the  course,  you  should  be  familiar  with  Internet  search  tools  and  techniques. 


r I If  you  require  assistance,  go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  check  the  Toolkit  under  the  heading  “Conducting 
Efficient  Web  Search.”  You  could  also  contact  your  teacher. 


j Step  3:  Consider  Approaches  to  Spreading  Liberal  Ideology 

I 

Go  to  the  Module  5 Assignment  Booklet,  and  look  at  “Lesson  2 Assignment:  Approaches  to  Expanding  Liberalism  in 
the  Twenty-First  Century.” 


You  are  provided  with  a variety  of  approaches  for  dealing  with  groups  and  governments  that  reject  liberalism.  Based 
on  what  you  have  learned  in  Step  2,  evaluate  how  well  each  approach  might  work  in  dealing  with  your  chosen  nation. 
For  each  approach  listed,  speculate  on  the  potential  advantages  and/or  disadvantages.  Will  the  approach  lessen  conflict 
or  increase  conflict?  Will  the  approach  advance  the  cause  of  liberalism  in  the  world  or  put  liberalism  at  risk?  You  will 
need  to  think  creatively  and  draw  on  the  social  studies  knowledge  you  have  gained  so  far.  If  this  task  seems  daunting, 
consider  the  following  strategy. 
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Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Applying  the  Lessons  of  History 


When  making  decisions  about  how  to  deal  with  those  who  reject  liberalism,  world  leaders 
often  turn  to  the  lessons  of  the  past  to  help  guide  their  present-day  policies.  The  approaches 
listed  in  your  chart  have  all  been  used  before  to  deal  with  challenges  to  liberalism  during  the 
twentieth  century. 

n 

Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  review  “Reflections  on  History.” 

Use  the  Internet  to  do  a little  research  into  these  past  examples,  and  you  will  be  rewarded 
with  tremendous  insight  into  the  advantages  and  risks  of  various  approaches  to  foreign  policy. 


Photograph  by  Cecil  Stoughton, 
White  House,  in  the  John  F.  Kennedy 
Presidential  Library  and  Museum, 
Boston 


Step  4:  Recommending  the  Best  Course  of  Action 

Next,  make  a recommendation  on  a course  of  action  for  dealing  with  the  nation  or  group  you  have  selected. 

Remember  to  justify  your  course  of  action  with  evidence  gathered  in  your  research. 

Step  5:  Imperfect  Solutions  for  an  Imperfect  World 

One  thing  that  you  may  learn  from  completing  this  assignment  is  that  there  are  rarely  perfect  solutions  to  the  problems 
caused  by  ideological  conflict.  Sometimes,  nations  must  make  compromises  and  accept  what  is  achievable  instead  of 
what  is  ideal.  The  last  question  on  the  Assignment  asks  you  to  evaluate  how  well  your  recommended  foreign  policy 
succeeds  in  promoting  liberalism  and  where  your  policy  requires  compromising  the  principles  of  liberalism. 


□ 

Discussion 

When  you  have  completed  your  work,  discuss  your  recommendation  with  a fellow  student.  Alternatively,  you  can 
present  your  recommendation  to  a friend  or  acquaintance.  This  person  would  ideally  be  someone  who  has  an  interest 
in,  and  knowledge  of,  current  affairs  and  world  history. 

Don’t  be  afraid  to  ask  for  opinions  and  advice.  After  hearing  another  person’s  opinion  and  feedback  on  your 
recommendation,  you  may  wish  to  revise  your  recommendation  before  submitting  your  work. 

When  you  have  completed  the  assignment,  place  a copy  in  your  portfolio  for  safekeeping  and  provide  a copy  to  your 
teacher  to  mark. 
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Lesson  2:  Learning  from  Past  Conflicts 


Assignment 


Go  to  the  Module  5 Assignment  Booklet,  and  complete  “Lesson  2 Assignment:  Approaches  to  Expanding  Liberalism 
in  the  Twenty-First  Century.” 


Lesson  2 Summary 


The  twenty-first  century  has  already  produced  a variety  of  ideological  rivals  for  nations  seeking  to  advance  liberalism. 
Some  of  these  rivals  represent  what  remains  of  ideological  blocs  that  were  prominent  in  the  twentieth  century.  Others 
have  gained  prominence  as  their  actions  have  brought  them  into  increasing  conflict  with  the  world’s  dominant  liberal 
|democracies. 

Opinions  regarding  how  to  address  ideological  conflicts  in  the  new  century  are  as  varied  as  the  conflicts  themselves. 
Some  people  support  using  armed  forces  to  overthrow  regimes  that  reject  liberalism  and  install  governments 
committed  to  liberal  ideals. 


I Others  suggest  that  peacefully  engaging  authoritarian  regimes  will  bring  about  liberalization  over  the  long  term 
j without  the  use  of  force.  Still  others  argue  that  it  is  folly  to  attempt  to  introduce  or  impose  liberal  ideas  in  societies 
(with  no  cultural  or  political  traditions  of  liberalism.  Falling  within  these  positions  are  a variety  of  approaches. 


Studying  the  history  of  the  twentieth  century  can  provide  some  insight  into  the  potential  advantages  and  pitfalls  of 
attempting  to  extend  liberalism  around  the  globe.  One  of  the  clear  lessons  of  the  past  is  that  ideological  conflicts  are 
Aery  complex.  For  liberal  democracies,  efforts  to  prevail  in  such  conflicts  often  carry  the  risk  of  betraying  the  very 
principles  liberal  democracies  seek  to  protect  and  promote. 

' In  Lesson  2 you  explored  this  question:  What  approaches  should  be  taken  to  extending  liberalism  around  the  globe? 

You  also  worked  on  answering  the  section  question:  How  do  differing  ideological  perspectives  contribute  to  conflict  in 
the  twenty-first  century? 
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Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Section  2 Challenge 


Writing  Op-Ed  Pieces 


©Valerij  Decikov/3503900/Fotolia 


An  op-ed  piece  is  a newspaper  article  in  which  a 
person,  usually  an  expert  in  his  or  her  field,  provides 
information  and  opinions  on  an  issue  of  importance 
or  interest  to  the  general  public.  The  term  op-ed  is 
used  because  the  piece  usually  appears  opposite 
a newspaper’s  editorial  page.  The  article  differs 
from  a regular  editorial  in  that  the  op-ed  writer  is 
traditionally  not  a member  of  the  newspaper’s  staff. 


Your  challenge  is  to  develop  two  op-ed  pieces  that 
provide  opposing  viewpoints  on  liberalism  as  the 
dominant  global  ideology  in  the  twenty-first  century. 
Make  sure  you  read  the  instructions  for  this  section 
challenge  in  their  entirety  before  you  begin  work. 


The  Task 


You  will  use  the  knowledge  gained  from  the  lessons 
in  Section  2 to  write  convincingly  in  support  of  each 
of  the  two  opposing  viewpoints  for  liberalism  as  a 
global  ideology.  Each  article  should  be  between  400 
and  700  words  in  length.  In  order  to  get  your  point 
across,  you  will  need  to  express  your  ideas  in  a clear 
and  concise  manner. 


QGo  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  check  the  “Section  2 Challenge:  Writing  Op-Ed  Pieces  Assignment  Sheet.” 
You  will  get  a brief  introduction,  as  well  as  titles  for  each  op-ed  piece,  that  have  already  been  provided  by 
the  “newspaper  editor.”  Consider  this  information  before  you  start  writing. 

As  you  plan  and  write  your  op-ed  pieces,  make  sure  that  each  one  includes  the  following: 

• a clear  statement  of  the  writer’s  position  on  efforts  to  extend  and  expand  liberalism  around  the  globe 

• at  least  two  distinct  arguments  that  support  the  writer’s  position 

• at  least  one  example  that  illustrates  and  supports  each  argument  (Examples  may  be  drawn  from  history  or  from 
current  events  and  may  even  be  hypothetical,  provided  that  the  situations  described  could  plausibly  occur.) 

• a discussion  of  the  actions  and  policies  the  writer  would  like  to  see  liberal  democracies  follow  regarding 
interactions  with  societies  that  reject  liberalism 

If  this  section  challenge  is  done  carefully  and  with  an  eye  to  quality,  this  assignment  will  take  approximately  two, 
80-ininute  periods  to  complete. 
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Section  2 Challenge 


Starting  Points  if  You  Are  Struggling 

if  you’re  having  difficulty  starting  the  assignment,  you  may  gain  some  insights  by  doing  additional  research. 

An  Internet  search  of  the  key  words  “how  to  write  an  op-ed”  will  provide  you  with  some  hints  for  writing  a successful 
editorial. 


A search  of  the  key  terms  “forcing  freedom”  and  “spreading  democracy”  will  provide  you  with  access  to  a number  of 
articles  and  forums  that  explore  the  issue  at  the  heart  of  this  section  challenge.  This  research  should  only  serve  as  a 
starting  point  for  your  own  writing.  You  may  quote  and  reference  the  work  of  others  in  articles  you  find,  but  outright 
plagiarism  will  result  in  serious  consequences  when  discovered  by  your  teacher. 


Discussion 


When  you  complete  your  op-eds,  it’s  a good  idea  to  have  a fellow  student,  friend,  parent,  or  other  individual  review 
your  work  and  provide  feedback  on  the  clarity  of  your  writing  and  the  quality  of  your  arguments  and  evidence.  If 
the  comments  and  criticisms  seem  sound,  you  may  wish  to  revise  your  op-ed  pieces  before  submitting  them  to  your 
teacher. 

Once  you  have  completed  revisions,  place  a copy  of  the  op-eds  in  your  portfolio  for  safekeeping  and  provide  a copy  of 
each  one  to  your  teacher  for  assessment. 


Assignment 


Go  to  the  Module  5 Assignment  Booklet,  and  complete  the  “Section  2 Challenge:  Writing  Op-Ed  Pieces  Assignment 
Sheet.” 


Follow  the  instructions  in  the  challenge  to  complete  this  assignment. 
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Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Section  2 Summary 


In  this  section  you  have  explored  the  challenges  presented 
by  present-day  efforts  to  extend  liberalism’s  influence 
around  the  globe.  You  have  examined  how  liberal  ideals 
may  clash  with  the  cultural  values  of  some  societies,  and 
you  have  considered  the  degree  to  which  liberal  values 
should  be  considered  ’’universal”  values. 

You  have  also  discovered  that  efforts  to  expand  liberalism 
to  other  parts  of  the  world  can  be  very  complex.  Some 
approaches  to  introducing  liberalism  where  it  is  not 
the  dominant  ideology  may  require  key  principles  of 
liberalism  to  be  compromised  in  the  short  term  in  order  to 
achieve  long-term  goals. 

For  example,  warfare  and  economic  sanctions  may  be 
used  by  liberal  democracies  to  put  immediate  pressure 
on  authoritarian  governments  to  adopt  liberal  principles. 
An  unfortunate  side  effect  is  that  these  measures  often 
threaten  the  right  to  life  and  security  of  the  civilians  who 
are  supposedly  being  “liberated.”  A less  aggressive, 
long-term  approach  to  implementing  liberalism  also 
presents  problems.  People  in  some  quarters  of  the  globe 
may  have  to  endure  years  of  human-rights  abuses  as 
liberal  democracies  attempt  to  gently  nudge  authoritarian 
leaders  toward  liberal  reform  through  economic  and 
political  engagement. 

For  some  observers,  the  key  issue  is  not  what  methods 
should  be  used  to  expand  liberalism  around  the  globe: 
the  issue  is  whether  it  is  right  to  even  try  to  expand 
liberalism.  From  this  perspective,  efforts  to  expand  liberal 
ideology  across  the  globe  are  rooted  in  ethnocentrism  and 
a desire  to  advance  Western  economic  interests. 


Photo  courtesy  U.S.  Department  of  Defense 


In  Section  2 you  answered  the  following  question:  How  do  differing  ideological  perspectives  contribute  to  conflict  in 
the  twenty-first  century? 

You  should  now  be  prepared  to  address  the  key  question  of  this  module:  How  should  conflicts  between  opposing 
ideologies  be  resolved? 
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Module  5 Challenge 


Module  5 Challenge 


osition  Paper 


© Laurence  Gough/830594/Fotolia 


Your  challenge  for  this  module  will  require  you  to  analyze  and  respond  to  the  political  and/or  economic  viewpoints 
of  others.  Your  response  will  take  the  form  of  a position  paper.  This  will  allow  you  to  demonstrate  your  knowledge, 
express  your  opinions,  and  give  you  the  opportunity  to  practice  for  the  written  section  of  the  Social  Studies  30-1 
Diploma  Examination. 

For  this  challenge  you  will  be  presented  with  a quotation  related  to  conflicts  between  liberalism  and  competing 
ideologies.  You  will  then  respond  to  the  following  position  question: 

• To  what  extent  should  society  embrace  the  ideological  perspective(s)  reflected  in  the  source? 

You  will  have  a minimum  of  80  minutes  to  plan  and  write  your  essay.  Your  teacher  may  provide  you  with  additional 
time  at  her  or  his  discretion.  By  this  point  in  your  education,  you  should  have  a good  sense  of  how  to  plan  and  write  a 
position  paper. 
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Module  5:  The  Clash  of  Ideologies 


Toolkit 


However,  you  may  wish  to  go  the  multimedia  DVD  and  check  “Position  Papers”  in  the  “Toolkit.”  You  may 
also  contact  your  teacher  to  review  strategies  for  planning  and  writing  a successful  position  paper  and 
responding  to  source-based  questions. 


In  your  paper  you  must 


• analyze  the  source  and  demonstrate  an  understanding  of  the  ideological  perspective(s)  reflected  in  the  source 

• establish  and  argue  a position  in  response  to  the  question  under  discussion 

• support  your  position  and  arguments  by  using  evidence  from  your  knowledge  and  understanding  of  social 
studies 


Your  teacher  will  use  a Diploma  Examination  marking  rubric  to  score  your  essay.  Alberta  Education  regularly 
publishes  an  exam  bulletin  for  teachers  whose  students  are  preparing  for  diploma  exams. 

Go  to  Information  Bulletins  at  http://education.alberta.ca/admin/testing/diplomaexams/exambulletins.aspx  for 
details.  Scroll  down  to  Social  Studies  30-1. 


The  diploma  examination  bulletin  provides  you  with  valuable  information  regarding  the  tasks  you  will  undertake 
in  your  diploma  exam,  including  information  about  writing  position  papers  such  as  that  required  by  this  module 
challenge.  Review  the  scoring  categories  and  criteria  for  “Assignment  II:  Position  Paper,”  and  bear  the  categories  and 
criteria  in  mind  as  you  plan  your  essay. 


Toolkit 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  check  the  “Toolkit,”  specifically  “Rubric  Terms,”  for  help  in  understanding 
the  language  used  in  assessment  rubrics. 


Alberta  Education  periodically  revises  and  updates  diploma  assessment  rubrics.  Consult  your  teacher  prior  to  your 
writing  date  for  this  module  challenge  to  verify  that  the  rubric  you  will  use  to  score  your  essay  is  the  same  one  that 
you  have  access  to  in  the  information  bulletin.  If  not,  ask  for  a copy  of  the  rubric  your  teacher  intends  to  use.  Review 
this  rubric  when  you  receive  a copy. 


Once  you  are  confident  that  you  are  ready  to  tackle  this  module  challenge,  contact  your  teacher.  He  or  she  will  aiTange 
a time  and  place  for  you  to  write  your  essay.  At  that  time,  the  teacher  will  provide  you  with  the  quotation  to  which  you 
will  respond. 


Assignment 


Go  to  the  Module  5 Assignment  Booklet  and  complete  “Position  Paper.” 
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The  recent  history  of  liberalism  has  been  defined  by  conflict.  In  the  decades  following  World  War  11,  an  intense  rivalry 
leveloped  between  the  world’s  liberal  democracies  and  the  planet’s  communist  nations.  As  each  camp  sought  to 
strengthen  and  expand  its  ideological  influence,  the  two  blocs  confronted  each  other  in  a variety  of  ways. 

Each  ideological  bloc  tried  to  prove  its  technological,  economic,  and  societal  superiority.  Each  one  provided  monetary 
and  military  support  to  liberation  movements  and  to  nations  within  its  sphere  of  influence. 

The  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  both  became  embroiled  in  costly  proxy  wars.  Direct  confrontation  between 
these  two  nuclear-armed  giants  was  generally  avoided,  but  the  rare  instances  that  did  occur  reinforced  the  point  that 
such  a conflict  would  likely  spell  the  end  of  humanity. 

The  Cold  War  ultimately  ended  when  the  Soviet  leadership  decided  its  people  would  be  better  served  by  embracing 
liberal  democracies  than  by  preparing  to  destroy  the  democracies.  The  weaknesses  of  the  communist  system  soon 
became  apparent,  and  the  communist  empire  largely  faded  into  history. 

While  they  could  claim  victory  over  communism,  for  the  sake  of  expediency,  liberal  democracies  took  some  actions 
I'during  the  Cold  War  that  appeared  to  violate  liberal  ideals.  In  an  effort  to  keep  as  many  nations  in  its  sphere  of 
'influence  as  possible,  the  United  States  and  its  allies  had  sometimes  openly  supported,  or  at  least  turned  a blind  eye  to, 
I various  brutal  regimes  around  the  globe. 

This  fact,  combined  with  increasing  economic  and  cultural  globalization  dominated  by  the  West,  contributed  to 
growing  resentment  toward  liberal  democracies  in  many  parts  of  the  globe.  A simmering  conflict  between  liberalism 
and  militant  Islam  burst  wide  open  with  the  terrorist  attacks  of  September  11,  2001. 

This  conflict,  and  disagreements  with  other  ideological  rivals,  present  a significant  challenge  to  liberal  democracies. 
Isuch  conflicts  have  caused  many  Westerners  to  re-evaluate  the  extent  to  which  liberal  democracies  should  endeavour 
to  promote  the  ideals  of  liberalism  beyond  their  present  boundaries.  For  others,  new  conflicts  have  reaffirmed  the 
importance  of  broadening  the  reach  of  liberalism. 

i For  you,  as  a citizen  of  a liberal  democracy  in  the  twenty-first  century,  the  task  will  be  to  apply  lessons  learned  from 
the  ideological  conflicts  of  the  past  to  conflicts  in  the  present  and  in  the  future. 

Using  what  you  have  learned  here  and  what  you  will  continue  to  learn  if  you  choose  to  be  an  active  and  engaged 
citizen,  you  should  be  able  to  provide  your  own  well-informed  response  to  the  key  question  posed  in  the  module 
introduction: 

How  should  conflicts  between  opposing  ideologies  be  resolved? 

Moreover,  you  are  a step  closer  to  being  able  to  take  your  own  position  on  the  fundamental  issue  of  the  course: 

To  what  extent  should  people  embrace  an  ideology? 
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Module  5 Appendix 


Module  5 Glossary 

alignment:  a situation  in  which  countries  share  a similar  ideology  and  foreign  policy 
In  an  alignment,  foreign  policy  is  often  guided  by  a dominant  nation. 

brinkmanship:  a diplomatic  approach  that  involves  escalating  a conflict  in  the  hope  that  the  other  side  will  back 
down  first 

cold  war:  a conflict,  without  an  actual  war,  characterized  by  tension  and  competition  between  the  principal 
adversaries 

containment:  a policy  or  collection  of  policies  aimed  at  stopping  the  spread  of  a particular  ideology 
detente:  a period  of  lessening  tensions 

deterrence:  a defense  strategy  that  consists  of  having  sufficient  military  resources  to  make  an  attack  by  an  aggressor 
likely  to  result  in  the  aggressor’s  destruction 

dissuasion:  the  French  policy  of  maintaining  a nuclear  arsenal  for  national  defence 
espionage:  spying 

ethnocentric:  a perspective  that  holds  that  one’s  own  culture  is  superior 

expansionism:  a policy  of  spreading  ideological  and  political  influence  beyond  the  status  quo 

hot  war:  a war  that  involves  actual  combat  between  military  forces;  the  opposite  of  a cold  war 

humanitarianism:  a doctrine  that  promotes  improvement  to  the  standard  of  living  or  quality  of  life  of  others,  often 
through  outside  intervention 

Iron  Curtain:  the  physical  and  ideological  divide  between  the  liberal  democracies  of  the  West  and  the  nations  under 
the  domination  of  the  Soviet  Union 

liberation  movement:  a term  used  to  describe  a situation  in  which  people  within  a nation  rebel  against  a foreign 
power  that  has  traditionally  dominated  or  controlled  the  nation 

McCarthyism:  the  term  given  to  the  movement  to  root  out  and  expose  potential  communists  within  American  society 
during  the  1950s 

proxy  war:  a war  in  which  one  superpower  fights  with  or  provides  support  to  a nation  struggling  against  an  enemy 
backed  by  a rival  superpower 
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jatellite  state:  a previously  independent  nation  that  has  fallen  under  the  control  or  ideological  influence  of  a larger, 
^ore  powerful  state 

;elf-interest:  consideration  of  one’s  personal  position,  often  without  regard  for  the  welfare  of  others 

;phere  of  influence:  the  group  of  nations  subject  or  receptive  to  the  domination,  guidance,  or  influence  of  a 
;uperpower 

summit:  a meeting  between  two  or  more  heads  of  state 

juperpower:  a nation  with  sufficient  economic  and  military  resources  to  have  significant  global  influence 

tvar  on  terror:  a term  used  to  describe  actions  taken  to  combat  global  terrorism  in  the  wake  of  the  9/11  attacks  on  the 
Jnited  States 
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Communism  is  viewed  as  a failure  by  many  people  because  communist  regimes  were  largely  unable  in  real  life  to 
meet  the  lofty  ideals  in  the  theories  of  Marx  and  Engels.  Some  people  suggest  there  is  a similar  gap  between  the  ideals 
and  the  practice  of  liberalism.  It  is  fair  to  say  that,  despite  its  obvious  advantages,  liberalism  is  not  without  its  flaws. 

In  this  module  you  will  begin  to  explore  some  of  the  challenges  faced  by  liberal  democracies  as  they  endeavour  to  live 
up  to  the  high  ideals  of  liberalism. 

Such  challenges  abound.  Democratic  governments  are  supposed  to  represent  the  people  and  respond  to  their  wishes, 
yet  many  electoral  systems  and  governmental  structures  do  this  imperfectly  at  best.  As  well,  questions  continue  to  be 
raised  about  the  morality  of  trying  to  integrate  groups  into  Canadian  society  by  imposing  liberalism  on  them.  These 
groups  may  already  have  their  own  well-established  social  and  governmental  structures  that,  from  their  perspectives, 
have  served  them  well. 


Module  6 Introduction 


Periodically,  liberal  societies  must  contend  with  the  chaos  of  war  and  terrorism.  In  such  circumstances,  governments 
may  suspend  rights  in  an  effort  to  effectively  deal  with  perceived  threats  to  national  security.  The  suspension  of  rights 
in  a democracy  is  seldom  achieved  without  criticism,  however.  Even  in  peacetime,  there  can  be  conflict  over  the 
interpretation  of  rights.  Governments  can  use  their  power  to  marginalize  critics  who  may,  in  turn,  push  the  boundaries 
of  the  law  in  an  effort  to  make  their  voices  heard. 

The  new  century  has  brought  additional  challenges.  Global  climate  change  has  put  liberalism’s  traditional  promotion 
of  economic  freedom  into  conflict  with  those  who  worry  about  the  environmental  consequences  of  such  freedom. 
Others  have  chosen  this  time  to  challenge  established  moral  precepts,  seeking  to  live  their  lives  and  sometimes  to  end 
their  lives,  on  their  own  terms  and  without  interference  from  government  or  the  majority  of  people  it  represents. 

In  this  module  you  will  explore  these  issues  in  greater  detail.  When  you  are  done,  you  should  be  well-equipped  to 
address  the  question  for  this  module: 

What  challenges  are  presented  in  attempting  to  put  liberal  theories  into  practice? 


Module  6 Organizer 


! fr  ^ 

I i ^ 1 Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  look  at  the  “Module  6 Graphic  Organizer.” 
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Assessment  in  This  Module 


) 


i You  will  complete  the  following  assignments  as  you  work  through  the  lessons.  Your  teacher  will  determine  the 
' weighting  for  each  piece  of  work  you  complete.  Typically,  lesson  assignments  are  weighted  less  than  section 
[ challenges  and  module  challenges. 


Module  6:  Graded  Work 

Section  1 

Description 

Marks 

Lesson  1 

Drawing  a Political  Cartoon 

24 

Section  1 Challenge 

Assessing  llliberalism 

28 

Section  2 

Description 

Marks 

Section  2 Challenge 

Recognizing  Media  Perspectives 

24 

Section  3 

Description 

Marks 

Lesson  2 

A Letter  to  the  Prime  Minister 

24 

Section  3 Challenge 

Awareness  Campaign 

32 

Module  6 Challenge 

Description 

Marks 

Source  Analysis 

15 

At  the  end  of  each  section,  and  at  the  end  of  the  module,  you  will  complete  a challenge.  You  might  want  to  look  ahead 
to  the  challenges  and  keep  them  in  mind  as  you  work  through  the  lessons. 
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Section  1 ; Contradictions  in  the  Practice  of  Liberalism 


Section  1 Introduction 


Stefan  Rajewski/11615631/Fotolia 


The  tradition  of  democracy  runs  deep  in  Canadian  society,  and  holding  a vote  is  often  seen  as  the  fairest  way  to  make 
a decision  for  a group.  You  have  at  some  time  probably  participated  in  a vote  held  among  your  friends,  your  family, 
or  your  classmates.  Have  you  ever  found  yourself  frustrated  with  the  results  of  such  a vote  even  though  the  vote  was 
“fair”?  Have  you  ever  felt  that  the  decision  reached  by  the  group  ignored  your  needs  as  an  individual?  Have  you  ever 
found  that  talking  through  an  issue  with  a group  resulted  in  a compromise  that  was  satisfactory  to  everyone?  Might 
this  be  a better  way  to  reach  a decision  than  by  a simple  vote? 
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! If  you  answered  yes  to  any  of  these  questions,  then  it  is  probably  clear  to  you  that  democracy — for  all  its  good 
I points — is  not  without  its  imperfections.  In  this  section  you  will  discover  how  some  practices  and  policies 
that  underlie  democracy  may,  in  fact,  run  counter  to  the  principles  of  liberalism.  You  will  begin  to  develop  an 
understanding  of  the  various  perspectives  regarding  the  promotion  of  liberalism  within  different  political  systems. 

I You  will  also  explore  some  of  the  challenges  facing  liberal  democracies.  These  challenges  include  issues  regarding 
I majority  representation  in  government  and  the  imposition  of  liberal  principles  on  societal  groups  that  have 
' traditionally  used  their  own  approaches  to  providing  governance  and  social  order. 

In  this  section  you  will  be  answering  this  question: 

To  what  extent  can  democracies  promote  policies  and  practices  that  are  illiberal? 

In  This  Section 

In  this  section  there  are  two  lessons  and  one  section  challenge, 
i In  each  lesson  you  will  have  opportunities  to 

I • examine  how  democratic  governments  can  exhibit  varying  degrees  of  illiberalism 

I • reflect  on  how  the  imposition  of  these  illiberal  ideals  influence  the  contemporary  world  in  which  you  live 

! Lesson  1 : Flaws  in  the  Fabric  of  Democracy 

I In  this  lesson  you  will  answer  this  question:  To  what  extent  do  democratic  governments  represent  the  will  of  the 
I majority?  You  will  do  this  by  analyzing  the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  various  liberal  democratic  governments  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States. 

j Lesson  2:  Bad  Medicine — imposing  Liberai  ideology 

; In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  this  question:  To  what  extent  should  liberal  principles  be  imposed  on  people  who  may 
I not  share  them?  You  will  discover  how  ideological  differences  have  led  to  conflict  between  the  Canadian  government 
! and  the  Aboriginal  peoples  of  Canada.  Based  on  this  exploration,  you  will  develop  a set  of  guidelines  for  interactions 
i between  societies  founded  on  liberalism  and  societies  with  other  worldviews. 

I Section  Challenge:  Assessing  Iliiberalism 

I At  the  end  of  this  section  you  will  use  the  knowledge  you  have  gained  thus  far  to  develop  a set  of  standard  questions 
: designed  to  identify  illiberal  practices  within  democracies.  You  will  then  use  these  questions  to  evaluate  the  degree  of 
I illiberalism  present  in  a number  of  contemporary  democracies. 
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Outcomes 

In  this  section  you  will 

• analyze  the  extent  to  which  liberal  democracies  reflect  illiberal  thought  and  practice 

• appreciate  various  perspectives  regarding  the  promotion  of  liberalism  within  political  and  economic  systems 

• analyze  why  the  practices  of  governments  may  not  reflect  principles  of  liberalism 

• analyze  perspectives  on  the  imposition  of  the  principles  of  liberalism 

• explore  the  extent  to  which  governments  should  reflect  the  will  of  the  people 

• analyze  the  extent  to  which  modem  liberalism  is  challenged  by  alternative  thought 

• evaluate  the  extent  to  which  governments  promote  individual  and  collective  rights 


• critical  thinking  c -■ 

• creative  thinking  _ e : n 

• historical  thinking  ^ 3 ; ^ 


• respect  for  multiple 
perspectives 


• gathering  information 


• organizing  information  • written  literacy 


• analyzing  and  • visual  literacy 

evaluating  information  ^ media  literacy 
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Lesson  1 : Fiaws  in  the  Fabric  of  Democracy 

(I 

Get  Focused 

In  earlier  modules  you  learned  how  nations  sueh  as 
Canada  and  the  United  States  have  interpreted  liberal 
principles  and  integrated  them  into  their  governmental 
institutions.  It  is  through  these  democratic  institutions 
, that  the  will  of  the  majority  is  ostensibly  carried  out. 


: The  task  of  following  the  will  of  the  people  sounds 
i simple  in  theory.  However,  as  you  saw  in  your  study  of 
I'  communism,  actually  putting  an  ideological  theory  into 
! practice  can  be  problematic.  Closer  examination  reveals 
j that  despite  the  lofty  statements  celebrating  freedom  and 
'i  liberty  found  in  their  constitutions,  many  democracies  do 
' not  completely  live  up  to  the  principles  of  liberalism. 


In  this  lesson  you  will  be  examining  this  question: 


zipper:  © Imagery  Majestic/1 0772069/Fotolia 


j|  In  this  lesson  you  will  examine  how  democratic 
, governments  may  adopt  illiberal  practices  that 
t undermine  their  citizens’  rights  and  limit  their  influence 
over  their  own  government.  You  will  examine  the 
I strengths  and  weaknesses  of  the  parliamentary  and 
' republican  systems,  as  well  as  various  electoral  systems, 
i and  you  will  assess  how  well  these  systems  really  reflect 
^ the  will  of  the  majority. 

( 

^ illiberal:  pertaining  to  aspects  of  liberal  democracy  that 
suppress  citizens’  civil  liberties 


To  what  extent  do  democratic  governments  represent  the  will  of  the  majority? 


Assignment 


• Drawing  a Political  Cartoon 

This  lesson  will  take  approximately  two  80-minute  periods  to  complete. 
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Explore 


Discover 

In  your  Internet  search  engine,  enter  the  keywords  “Farced  Zakaria  Rise  of  Illiberal  Democracy.”  Your  search  should 
return  links  to  an  article  entitled  “The  Rise  of  Illiberal  Democracy”  by  the  well-known  political  columnist 
Farced  Zakaria.  Read  the  article  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  second  paragraph  that  appears  under  the 
subheading  “Absolute  Sovereignty.”  If  you  wish,  you  may  read  further,  but  it  is  not  a requirement. 


Check  Your  Understanding 

After  you  have  finished  the  reading  activity,  based  on  what  you  have  learned,  provide  definitions  for  the  following 
terms  in  your  own  words: 

• democracy 

• illiberal  democracy 

• constitutional  liberalism 

• tyranny  of  the  majority 

If  possible,  compare  and  discuss  your  definitions  with  those  of  another  student.  Alternatively,  you  can  discuss  these 
definitions  with  a friend,  a parent,  or  another  individual.  If  your  discussion  clarifies  or  enhances  your  understanding  of 
the  terms,  feel  free  to  modify  your  definitions  accordingly.  Place  the  definitions  in  your  portfolio  as  a study  resource. 

The  Will  of  the  Majority 

The  question  to  explore  in  this  lesson  is  this:  To  what  extent  do  democratic  governments  represent  the  will  of  the 
majority?  Examining  this  broad  question  ultimately  gives  rise  to  many  other  questions.  For  example,  how  does  one 
accurately  determine  “the  will  of  the  majority”  in  a nation  with  millions  of  citizens?  What  electoral  systems  are 
best  suited  to  ensuring  that  governments  are  chosen  by  a majority  of  the  electorate?  To  what  extent  should  elected 
governments  act  on  the  wishes  of  the  people?  What  are  the  implications  for  minorities  within  society  if  governments 
act  primarily  to  respect  the  will  of  the  majority? 

In  the  following  reading  you  will  briefly  review  some  previously  covered  concepts  and  be  introduced  to  some  new 
ones.  Developing  a good  understanding  of  these  concepts  will  be  crucial  if  you  are  to  provide  an  informed  response  to 
the  lesson  question. 


Read  pages  335  to  353  (up  to  the  section  titled  “Consensus  Decision  Making”)  in  Perspectives  on  Ideology.  Please 
ensure  that  you  pay  attention  to  the  various  “Pause  & Refiect”  questions  as  well  as  the  visuals  in  the  columns  of  each 
page.  These  items  will  help  you  develop  your  understanding  of  illiberal  aspects  of  democracy. 
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Check  Your  Understanding 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD.  Evaluate  what  you  have  learned  by  completing  the  activity  “Strengths  and 

B Weaknesses  of  Contemporary  Liberal  Democracies.”  If  you  have  difficulty  completing  the  activity  from 
memory,  you  can  revisit  the  textbook  reading  and  the  lessons  in  Module  3,  Section  1,  for  reference.  When 
done,  place  your  completed  chart  into  your  portfolio  as  a study  resource.  Your  teacher  may  also  ask  to 
review  it  to  check  your  understanding  of  concepts  and  to  provide  feedback. 


Proportional  Representation 


For  many  people  living  in  Canada,  the  first-past-the-post  electoral  system  stands  as  the  biggest  stumbling  block  to 
ensuring  that  governments  and  the  laws  they  pass  represent  the  will  of  the  majority.  In  Module  3,  Section  1, 
Lesson  1,  you  were  asked  to  consider  the  following  chart  depicting  the  results  of  an  election  held  under  the 
first-past-the-post  system. 


6000 


Number  of  Votes 


As  you  can  see,  the  candidate  who  received  the  most  votes  in  the  election,  and  therefore  won  the  right  to  represent 
constituents  in  government,  was,  in  fact,  the  choice  of  only  36%  of  voters.  The  majority  of  the  electorate  voted  for 
someone  else,  yet  will  be  represented  by  this  individual.  When  this  occurs  in  many  constituencies  across  a nation,  the 
winning  party  can  often  obtain  a majority  of  seats  in  Parliament  even  though  the  party  has  the  support  of  far  less  than 
the  majority  of  voters. 

Many  people  have  suggested  that  adopting  the  system  of  proportional  representation  used  in  many  other  democracies 
would  result  in  governments  and  policies  that  are  more  reflective  of  the  will  of  the  majority. 
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Check  Your  Understanding 


Understanding  how  the  differing  electoral  systems  can  affect  the  outcomes  of  elections  is  important.  As  you  will 
see  in  Module  7,  many  voters  become  frustrated  by  the  fact  that  the  vote  they  cast  on  election  day  appears  to  count 
for  nothing.  In  a winner-take-all  system,  a candidate  with  a minority  of  electoral  support  can  still  become  an  elected 
representative — the  fact  that  candidates  from  other  parties  may  have  significant  support  counts  for  nothing.  Frustration 
with  this  system  leads  some  people  to  simply  stay  at  home  on  election  day,  which  is  not  good  for  democracy. 


Also,  as  a student,  you  need  to  keep  in  mind  that  there  are  typically  at  least  one  or  two  questions  on  the  diploma  exam 
that  deal  with  the  differences  between  the  first-past-the-post  system  and  proportional  representation. 

In  order  to  solidify  your  understanding  of  these  two  electoral  systems,  turn  to  “Skill  Path:  Examining  Proportional 
Representation,”  on  pages  344  and  345  in  Perspectives  on  Ideology.  Examine  the  graphic  and  the  chart  provided,  and 
answer  questions  1 to  4 under  the  heading  “Questions  to  Guide  You.” 


^ V When  done,  if  possible,  share  your  answers  with  another  student  or  discuss  them  with  a parent,  friend,  or 

W I other  individual.  Eeel  free  to  revise  your  answers  based  on  what  you  learn  from  this  interaction.  To  check 

I J your  work,  go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  review  “Proportional  Representation  and  Political  Change  in 
Canada”  and  the  accompanying  charts. 


Assignment 


Drawing  a Political  Cartoon 


This  assignment  will  provide  you  with  an  opportunity  to  use  your  creativity  to  demonstrate  what  you’ve  learned  in 
this  lesson. 

Political  cartoons  communicate  powerful  ideas,  and  these  thoughts  are  often  passed  on  in  a humorous  manner.  The 
cartoons  do  this  by  representing  events  and  issues  in  a format  most  people  can  relate  to,  even  if  they  have  limited 
reading  abilities. 


Your  task  is  to  create  an  editorial  (political)  cartoon  about  one  or  more  of  the  issues  you  covered  in  this  lesson. 

You  could,  for  example,  explore  party  solidarity  in  Canada  versus  politicians’  greater  freedom  of  action  in  the 
United  States.  Alternatively,  you  could  illustrate  the  workings  of  the  first-past-the-post  system  versus  proportional 
representation.  Ultimately,  however,  your  cartoon  must  demonstrate  some  aspect  of  your  understanding  of  illiberal 
democracies  or  the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  contemporary  liberal  democracies. 


M 

For  detailed  instructions,  go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  see  the  “Employment  Ad.” 

For  examples  of  editorial  cartoons,  you  may  do  a guided  search  on  the  Internet  using  keywords  such  as 
“editorial  cartoons”  and  “political  cartoons.” 
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You  might  also  go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  consult  the  Toolkit  on  “Interpreting  Political  Cartoons.” 

This  information  will  help  you  as  you  attempt  to  create  your  own  cartoon.  For  ideas  on  issues,  consult  the  worksheet 
“Strengths  and  Weaknesses  of  Contemporary  Liberal  Democracies”  that  you  completed  earlier  in  the  lesson. 


When  your  cartoon  is  complete,  share  it  with  a peer,  a parent,  or  another  person  to  see  if  your  perspective  on  the 
central  issue  of  the  cartoon  is  clear  to  others.  If  necessary,  revise  your  cartoon  based  on  the  feedback  you  receive.  For 
the  purposes  of  this  assignment,  your  teacher  will  play  the  role  of  Edwina  Chewkaiter.  Submit  your  cartoon  to  your 
teacher  when  it  is  complete. 

Assessment 


Go  to  the  Module  6 Assignment  Booklet  to  view  the  “Drawing  a Political  Cartoon”  rubric. 

Lesson  1 Summary 

In  this  lesson  you  examined  this  question:  To  what  extent  do  democratic  governments  represent  the  will  of  the 
majority?  You  developed  a greater  understanding  of  the  terms  democracy,  liberal  democracy,  and  illiberalism.  You 
assessed  the  merits  of  two  popular  approaches  to  establishing  a representative  government:  the  simple  plurality  system 
(first-past-the-post)  and  proportional  representation.  You  have  also  evaluated  how  well  the  parliamentary  system  used 
in  Canada  and  the  republican  style  of  government  found  in  the  United  States  work  to  put  ideals  of  liberalism  and 
democracy  into  practice.  Finally,  and  perhaps  most  importantly,  you  have  expressed  through  your  political  cartoon 
your  own  perspective  on  the  critical  issues  explored  in  this  lesson. 

You  also  worked  toward  answering  this  section  question:  To  what  extent  can  democracies  promote  policies  and 
practices  that  are  illiberal. 
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Module  6:  The  Challenges  of  Liberalism 


Section  1 : Contradictions  in  the  Practice  of  Liberaiism 


Lesson  2:  Bad  Medicine — Imposing  Liberal  Ideology 

Get  Focused 


Up  until  the  late  1800s,  if  you  were  to  visit  a doctor  or 
other  medical  practitioner  complaining  of  something  as 
simple  as  indigestion,  it  was  possible  that  the  physician 
would  treat  you  by  slicing  into  a vein  somewhere  on 
your  body  and  allowing  the  wound  to  bleed  for  a period 
of  time.  Bloodletting,  as  it  is  called,  was  a standard 
treatment  for  a variety  of  medical  ailments.  It  was 
believed  that  too  much  blood  in  the  body  was  the  cause  of 
many  medical  problems. 

As  you  might  expect,  bloodletting  was  often  harmful, 
even  fatal,  for  the  patient.  If  the  person  did  not  contract 
an  infection  from  the  instruments  used  to  carry  out  the 
procedure,  the  subsequent  loss  of  blood  would  likely 
only  worsen  the  condition.  Those  who  recovered  from  an 
illness  usually  did  so  in  spite  of  bloodletting,  not  because 
of  it. 

One  would  have  to  believe  that  the  physicians  who 
practised  bloodletting  were  not  oblivious  to  the  pain  it 
caused  for  patients.  The  conventional  medical  wisdom 
of  the  day,  however,  held  that  bloodletting  was  a cure  for 
many  maladies.  Doctors  who  engaged  in  bloodletting  no 
doubt  did  so  in  the  firm  conviction  that,  no  matter  how 
painful  the  procedure,  they  were  doing  their  best  to  help 
their  patients. 


“Bloodletting  Scene.”  Cintio  dAmato.  Nuoua  et  vtilissima  prattica  di  tutto  quello  ch’al 
diligente  barbiero  s’appartiene.  (Naples:  G.  Fasulo,  1671). 


Medicine  is  not  the  only  discipline  where  some  actions, 

taken  with  good  intentions,  ultimately  had  a detrimental  effect  on  those  they  were  supposed  to  help.  In  the  past,  some 
governments  attempted  to  better  people’s  lives  by  literally  forcing  them  to  adopt  the  ideals  of  liberalism.  Like  the 
misguided  practice  of  bloodletting,  this  practice  all  too  frequently  resulted  in  more  harm  than  good. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  this  question: 

To  what  extent  should  liberal  principles  be  imposed  on  people  who  may  not  share  them? 

This  lesson  will  take  approximately  one  80-minute  period  to  complete. 
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Lesson  2:  Bad  Medicine — Imposing  Liberal  Ideology 


I Explore 

As  noted  in  previous  lessons,  the  evolution  of  liberal  democracy  was  heavily 
influenced  by  the  history  of  Western  European  nations  and  the  writings  of  European 
thinkers.  As  former  European  colonies  like  Canada  and  the  United  States  established 
I their  own  independent  liberal  democracies,  they  adopted  largely  Eurocentric  models 
of  governance  and  social  organization.  Government,  law,  and  social  conventions 
emphasized  liberal  principles,  such  as  the  protection  of  private  property  and  the 
importance  of  the  individual.  For  the  most  part,  these  principles  were  easily  understood  and  embraced  by  European 
I settlers  who  flooded  into  North  America  over  the  course  of  the  last  two  centuries. 

I But  these  models  were  not  entirely  consistent  with  ideological  perspectives  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  these  new  nations. 
Canada’s  First  Peoples,  for  example,  each  had  their  own  long-standing  traditions  with  respect  to  government,  property, 
I and  law.  Because  these  traditions  did  not  always  mirror  the  prevailing  ideals  of  liberalism.  Aboriginal  value  systems 
were  largely  discounted  by  the  Canadian  government.  Instead  of  embracing,  or  at  least  accommodating,  the  different 
, ideological  perspectives  of  Canada’s  First  Peoples,  successive  Canadian  governments  instead  tried  to  force  them  to 
J adopt  practices  and  ideals  consistent  with  liberalism. 


Eurocentric:  an  ideal 
emphasizing  the  values  and 
perspectives  of  European 
traditions  and  institutions, 
often  to  the  detriment  of  other 
people’s  values 


The  originators  of  this  approach  undoubtedly  held  the  belief  that  imposing  liberal  ideology  on  Canada’s  First 
Peoples  would  ultimately  improve  their  lives.  Instead,  the  policies  they  developed  would  prove  disastrous  for  many 
of  Canada’s  Aboriginal  peoples  and  would  lay  the  groundwork  for  many  present-day  conflicts  between  Aboriginal 
groups  and  various  levels  of  government  in  Canada. 


■ Read  pages  304  to  316  in  Perspectives  on  Ideology,  starting  at  the  heading  “Aboriginal  Experiences  of  Liberalism  in 
1 Canada”  and  ending  with  the  description  of  the  potlatch  on  page  315.  As  you  read  these  pages,  make  a concept  map  or 
I a set  of  Comeli-style  notes  to  help  you  recognize  and  remember  key  points  and  concepts. 


W 1 If  necessary,  go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  refer  to  the  Toolkit  for  help  with  “Making  a Concept  Map”  or 
' I QVD  J “Making  Comeli-Style  Notes.” 

i As  you  work  through  the  reading,  ensure  that  you  pay  attention  to  the  various  “Pause  And  Reflect”  questions  on  the 
* right  or  left  column  of  each  page  as  well  as  the  visuals.  By  thinking  about  the  answers  to  the  questions  posed  in  the 
I margins  of  the  textbook,  you  will  further  your  understanding  of  the  imposition  of  liberal  ideas  on  the  Aboriginal 
peoples  of  Canada. 


If  possible,  share  your  completed  notes  or  concept  map  with  a peer  who  has  also  completed  the  reading  and  created  a 
study  resource.  Review  each  other’s  work  and  discuss  potential  additions  or  deletions.  Revise  your  notes  or  concept 
map  based  on  your  discussion  and  place  the  information  into  your  portfolio.  This  document  will  serve  as  a resource 
for  completing  the  activity  in  this  lesson  as  well  as  the  section  challenge. 
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You  will  encounter  these  terms  in  your  textbook  reading:  enfranchisement,  Indian  Act,  paradigm, 
residential  schools.  Red  Paper,  and  white  paper. 

enfranchisement:  granting  people  the  rights  of  citizens,  especially  the  right  to  vote 

In  the  later  1800s,  First  Nations  males  were  encouraged  to  give  up  their  official  Indian  status  in  exchange  for  enfranchisement. 

Indian  Act:  an  act  of  Canadian  Parliament  passed  in  1876  that  dealt  with  the  rights  of  First  Nations  people  who  signed  treaties  or 
became  registered  citizens  under  the  Act 

paradigm:  a set  of  assumptions,  concepts,  or  values  that  shape  the  way  an  individual  views  the  world 

residential  schools:  a school  system  created  under  the  Indian  Act  that  attempted  to  assimilate  Aboriginal  people 

Red  Paper:  a term  often  used  to  describe  “Citizens  Plus,”  a document  published  in  1970  by  the  National  Indian  Brotherhood  as  a 
response  to  proposals  contained  in  the  Canadian  government’s  “White  Paper” 

white  paper:  an  official  document  that  explores  an  issue  and  makes  recommendations 

A White  Paper  released  in  1969  attempted  to  further  assimilate  First  Nations,  Metis,  and  Inuit  peoples  of  Canada. 


Pause  and  Reflect 


To  what  extent  should  individuals  be  responsible  for  the  actions  of  a collective?  Should  non-Aboriginal  Canadians  feel  some 
sense  of  guilt  by  association  for  unjust  actions  taken  by  past  governments  toward  Canada’s  Aboriginal  peoples?  Would  it  be  more 
productive  to  replace  such  feelings  of  guilt  with  feelings  of  empathy  for  the  victims  of  such  misguided  policies?  Does  the  fact  that 
young  non-Aboriginal  Canadians  had  no  hand  in  shaping  past  policies  absolve  them  of  the  responsibility  for  trying  to  undo  the 
damage  such  policies  caused  to  Aboriginal  societies? 


Accommodating  Aboriginal  Approaches  to  Governance:  A Challenge  and  an  Opportunity 

As  the  relationships  between  governments  and  Aboriginal  groups  in  Canada  have  evolved,  some  small  steps  have  been 
made  to  accommodate  Aboriginal  traditions  regarding,  for  example,  government  and  justice. 


IhIhI  Read 

Read  pages  294  and  295  in  Perspectives  on  Ideology.  Carefully  consider  the  “Pause  And  Reflect”  questions  that  are 
posed  to  you  in  the  right  and  left  columns. 

When  you  complete  the  assigned  passage,  read  the  section  “Voices:  Returning  Government  Powers  to  First  Nations 
Peoples”  on  page  296  of  the  textbook. 

Discuss  what  you  have  learned  from  the  reading  with  a fellow  student,  a parent,  or  a friend.  Try  to  identify  the  key 
areas  where  Aboriginal  worldviews  might  challenge  past  or  present  principles  of  liberalism. 
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How  has  liberalism  evolved  since  policies  like  the  residential  school  system  were  first  implemented?  Are  there  ideals  now 
promoted  by  contemporary  liberalism  that  are  more  consistent  with  traditional  Aboriginal  perspectives  on  society?  As  liberalism 
continues  to  evolve,  are  there  lessons  that  can  be  learned  from  Aboriginal  approaches  to  government  or  justice? 


Understanding  and  Responding 


You  may  be  familiar  with  the  long-running  television  and  movie  franchise.  Star  Trek.  The  TV  series  and  the  movies 
follow  the  exploits  of  the  crews  of  various  versions  of  the  U.S.S.  Enterprise,  one  of  a fleet  of  starships  that  is  operated 
by  a “federation”  of  planets.  The  Enterprise's  mission  is  to  explore  the  galaxy  and  contact  new  civilizations. 

The  most  important  rule  governing  the  crew’s  interaction  with  other  civilizations  is  the  prime  directive.  The  prime 
directive  states  that  the  crew  of  the  Enterprise  cannot  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  other  civilizations,  even  if  this 
non-interference  means  the  destruction  of  their  own  ship. 


15 


Module  6:  The  Challenges  of  Liberalism 


The  prime  directive  is  ostensibly  designed  to  help  avoid  conflict  with  other  civilizations  and  to  ensure  the  natural 
development  of  their  societies.  Over  the  course  of  the  various  Star  Trek  series,  however,  captains  and  crew  alike 
violate  the  prime  directive  on  many  occasions.  In  doing  so,  they  are  often  motivated  by  principles  that  can  only  be 
described  as  liberal.  For  example,  in  more  than  one  episode,  they  destroy  a civilization’s  mechanical  deity  to  free  the 
inhabitants  from  its  strict  laws.  In  other  episodes.  Enterprise  officers  find  fault  with  civilizations’  callous  approaches 
to  warfare  or  restrictive  attitudes  toward  gender,  and  the  crew  acts  to  bring  about  change. 


Despite  these  violations  of  their  fleet’s  fundamental 
law,  the  officers  never  appear  to  be  removed  from  duty. 
The  implication  is  that,  if  they  are  acting  to  bring  about 
freedom  or  to  somehow  improve  life  for  the  civilizations 
they  contact,  the  crew  can  occasionally  turn  a blind  eye 
to  the  prime  directive. 

In  most  episodes  where  the  prime  directive  is  violated, 
the  interference  by  the  Enterprise  crew  does  result  in  a 
better  life  for  the  people  they  are  trying  to  help.  To  the 
credit  of  Star  Trek’s  writers,  however,  some  episodes 
recognize  that  imposing  liberal  ideals  on  other  cultures 
can  have  disastrous  effects. 

It  would  seem  that,  in  the  world  of  Star  Trek,  the  simple 
directive  that  ship’s  personnel  “never  interfere”  with 
other  civilizations  is  inadequate.  When  motivated  by 
their  liberal  idealism,  crew  members  will  often  go 
ahead  and  interfere  anyway.  Their  dilemma  is  one  faced 
by  advocates  of  liberalism  in  the  real  world.  Perhaps 
what  is  needed  is  a more  detailed  set  of  guidelines  for 
determining  how  liberal  societies  should  interact  with 
cultures  that  do  not  embrace  all  the  ideals  of  liberalism. 


© innovari/10137235/Fotolia 
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Your  task,  then,  is  to  write  a more  detailed  set  of  ground  rules  for  determining  when  and  how  liberalism  should  be 
jintroduced  to,  or  perhaps,  imposed  on,  another  society.  For  the  purposes  of  this  activity,  you  will  create  a 
wallet-sized  card  that  will  serve  as  a new,  more  detailed  prime  directive  for  crews  of  starships.  In  creating  this 
document,  you  should  draw  on  your  knowledge  of  Aboriginal  experiences  with  the  imposition  of  liberalism.  You  may 
also  draw  on  other  examples  that  you  have  learned  about  in  the  course  or  through  research. 

SYour  guidelines  should  provide  answers  to  the  key  questions  in  the  “Prime  Directive  Concept  Map.”  Go  to 
the  multimedia  DVD  to  view  this  map.  You  may  also  address  any  other  issues  you  feel  are  important. 

Your  document  should  outline  your  perspective  on  the  issue  of  imposing  liberalism  on  others  and  your  thoughts  about 
how  to  address  the  issue  in  the  real  world.  You  can,  and  probably  should,  include  examples  to  illustrate  the  reasoning 
behind  the  policies  you  create.  Your  wallet-sized  card  can  be  created  as  a letter-sized  document  and,  if  necessary, 
extend  over  two  or  three  pages. 

If  you  are  having  trouble  getting  started,  think  about  the  concepts  listed  in  the  word  cloud  and  how  they  would  be 
viewed  in  Western  liberal  societies,  in  Aboriginal  societies,  or  in  other  societies  that  you  have  studied  or  are  aware  of. 


; 

i 
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http://www.wordle.net/.  Used  under  Creative  Commons  Attribution  3.0  United  States  License. 


When  you  have  finished  creating  your  card,  exchange  it  with  one  or  more  fellow  students  who  have  completed 
the  same  activity.  You  can  carry  out  this  exchange  in  person  or  online.  Review  other  people’s  guidelines.  Do  you 
agree  with  their  guidelines?  Are  they  reasonably  clear?  What  aspects  of  the  guidelines  seem  sound  and  workable? 
What  aspects  do  you  see  possibly  creating  problems?  Discuss  your  impressions  with  your  partner(s)  and  provide 
constructive  feedback.  If  the  feedback  you  receive  from  others  seems  sound,  be  prepared  to  modify  your  own 
guidelines. 

If  you  do  not  have  another  student  to  exchange  your  card  with,  explain  the  activity  to  a friend,  parent,  or  other 
individual.  Ask  that  person  for  impressions  and  feedback  on  your  guidelines.  Revise  your  work  if  anyone  has 
contributed  any  worthwhile  ideas  or  insights. 

When  you  have  finished  sharing  your  work  with  others,  place  your  card  in  your  portfolio  and  inform  your  teacher  that 
you  have  completed  the  activity.  Your  teacher  may  wish  to  review  your  work  and  provide  feedback. 

Lesson  2 Summary 

In  this  lesson  you  explored  this  question:  To  what  extent  should  liberal  principles  be  imposed  on  people  who  may  not 
share  them?  You  considered  the  concept  that  not  every  group  within  a democratic  nation  may  embrace  the  Western 
liberal  traditions  on  which  liberal  democracy  is  founded.  You  did  this  by  examining  various  Aboriginal  perspectives 
on  society  and  then  you  analyzed  how  compatible  Aboriginal  ideals,  such  as  consensus  government,  are  with  the 
principles  of  modern  liberal  democracy  in  Canada. 

You  also  developed  a personal  perspective  on  the  introduction  of  liberalism  to  societies  whose  existing  ideology  may 
not  be  entirely  compatible  with  liberalism.  Based  on  the  knowledge  you  have  gained  in  this  lesson,  you  should  be  able 
to  articulate  your  own  response  to  the  lesson  question. 

You  also  worked  on  answering  the  section  question:  To  what  extent  can  democracies  promote  policies  and  practices 
that  are  illiberal? 
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Section  1 Challenge 


Assessing  llliberalism 


I 

i 


© endostock/159983/Fotolia 


I If  you’re  an  employer,  hiring  staff  can  be  a challenging  task.  You  may  receive  hundreds  of  resumes  for  a job  opening, 
i Even  after  you’ve  narrowed  the  field  down  to  the  candidates  who  appear  to  have  the  needed  qualifications,  you  still 
: need  to  interview. 

Conducting  an  interview  allows  you  to  get  insights  into  candidates  that  their  resumes  don’t  provide.  After  all,  potential 
employees  craft  their  resumes  so  that  they  accentuate  their  strengths  and  hide  their  weaknesses.  Skilled  interviewers 
have  a range  of  questions  they  use  to  get  past  what’s  in  a resume  and  to  develop  a better  sense  of  what  a person  would 
really  be  like  as  an  employee. 

I Imagine  that  instead  of  hiring  people,  you  were  hiring  countries.  Your  company  is  called  Ideology  Incorporated. 

The  position  available  is  Supervisor,  Liberalism  Division.  Of  course,  a fundamental  qualification  is  that  countries 
applying  must  be  democracies.  You’ve  narrowed  the  field  down  to  five  candidates  that  appear,  at  least  superficially, 
to  be  democratic.  Your  challenge  is  to  develop  a set  of  standard  interview  questions  that  will  help  you  determine 
how  democratic  the  countries  are  and  to  what  extent  they  are  liberal  or  illiberal  democracies.  You  will  interview  each 
candidate,  selecting  the  one  that  you  feel  exhibits  the  fewest  tendencies  toward  illiberalism. 
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Module  6:  The  Challenges  of  Liberalism 


The  Task 

The  five  candidates  that  have  made  it  to  the  interview  stage  are 

• Turkey 

• Singapore 

• Ukraine 

• Venezuela 

• Canada 


chairs:  © Spectral-Design/394920/Fotolia;  flags:  Venezuela:  © Giordano  Aita/3703580/Fotolia;  Singapore:  © 3dfrance/4137927/Fotolia;  Canada:  © photonics/12256242/ 
Fololia;  Turkey:  © moonrun/1441523/Fotolia;  Ukraine:  © adamgolabek/12012150/Fotolia 


Interview  Questions 

Remember,  for  the  purposes  of  this  assignment,  you  are  creating  a single  set  of  standard  questions  that  will  be  directed 
at  all  of  the  candidates.  You  may  already  have  an  idea  about  which  candidates  exhibit  the  fewest  illiberal  tendencies, 
but  you  still  need  to  have  some  questions  that  will  highlight  any  illiberal  policies  and  practices  that  exist  even  in  very 
liberal  democracies.  Nobody  is  perfect  and  part  of  the  purpose  of  your  interview  is  to  discover  imperfections,  even  in 
star  candidates. 

You  should  ask  a minimum  of  five  questions  of  each  candidate.  More  than  five  would  be  welcomed,  but  remember 
that  you  must  also  craft  realistic  and  accurate  responses  that  each  candidate  would  give  to  each  question. 
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Section  1 Challenge 


Resources 

! The  best  approach  to  formulating  a set  of  comprehensive  questions  is  to  first  research  the  records  of  each  nation.  You 
I can  then  tailor  your  questions  to  touch  upon  at  least  some  key  weaknesses  that  exist  in  each  candidate  democracy. 

To  create  a set  of  appropriate  and  probing  questions,  you  can  draw  on  what  you  learned  in  this  section’s  lessons.  You 
can  also  review  the  Principles  of  Liberal  Democracy  assignment  you  did  back  in  Module  2,  Section  1,  Lesson  1. 


There  are  a couple  of  Internet  resources  you  may  also  wish  to  consult.  Freedom  House  is  an  American 
non-governmental  research  and  advocacy  organization  that  promotes  democracy  around  the  globe.  Freedom  House 
publishes  a yearly  report  in  which  it  attempts  to  quantify  the  degree  of  freedom  available  to  the  citizens  of  each  nation. 
Amnesty  International  publishes  reports  for  each  country  as  well.  These  reports  attempt  to  evaluate  nations’  human 
rights  records.  The  reports  published  by  both  organizations  offer  a wealth  of  specific  information  that  will  simplify  the 
task  of  deciding  what  general  questions  to  ask.  You  may  also  wish  to  search  the  terms  “world  audit”  or  “global  edge” 
to  gather  more  information  about  the  nations  you  are  researching. 


Sample  Interview  Questions 

Just  down  the  hall  in  another  office,  one  of  your  colleagues  is  conducting  an  interview  for  the  position  of  Supervisor, 
Communism  Division.  In  contrast  to  your  task,  she  is  trying  to  hire  a nation  that  exhibits  as  few  liberal  tendencies  as 
possible  and  is  true  to  the  ideals  of  communism. 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  view  “Sample  Interview  Questions”  and  one  candidate’s  responses. 


Responses 


On  behalf  of  the  candidates,  you  must  create  faithful  and  accurate  responses  for  each  of  the  questions  you  ask.  Hence, 
I if  you  have  fifteen  questions,  you  will  be  required  to  write  seventy-five  distinct  responses. 


Your  responses  should  be  specific  and  demonstrate  your  knowledge  of  the  state  of  liberal  democracy  in  each  nation. 
You  can  accomplish  this  through  the  inclusion  of  appropriate  examples.  (Once  again,  see  the  sample  interview 
questions  to  get  an  idea  of  what  needs  to  be  done.) 


In  your  responses,  you  can  imply  a candidate’s  reluctance  to  admit  that  her  or  his  country  engages  in  acts  of 
illiberalism,  just  as  the  communist  candidate  in  the  example  is  ashamed  to  admit  that  his  country  occasionally  used 
capitalist  policies.  Your  candidate  cannot  lie,  however.  The  responses  you  create  are  intended  to  demonstrate  your 
understanding  of  the  depth  and  degree  of  illiberalism.  Don’t  identify  with  a candidate’s  desire  to  “get  the  job.”  Instead, 
get  to  the  truth,  whether  it  is  good  or  bad. 

‘ The  Decision 


After  you  have  finished  crafting  questions  and  responses,  you  must  decide  which  candidate  you  will  hire.  You  must 
indicate  which  candidate  you  believe  is  best  suited  to  run  the  Liberalism  Division  and  provide  a short  paragraph 
explaining  why  you  made  this  choice. 

Sometimes  when  a prospective  employer  contacts  a successful  job  applicant,  the  interviewer  discovers  that  the 
interviewee  no  longer  wants  the  job.  You  need  to  be  prepared  for  such  a circumstance.  You  need  to  note  an  alternate 
choice  of  candidates  if  your  primary  selection  is  not  available.  Once  again,  you  must  note  in  a paragraph  why  you 
have  selected  this  candidate  as  second  best. 
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Module  6:  The  Challenges  of  Liberalism 


Format 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD.  You  may  use  the  “Interview  Questions  Template”  to  record  your  questions  or 
create  your  own  template. 


Assessment 


Go  to  the  Module  6 Assignment  Booklet  to  view  the  “Assessing  Illiberalism”  rubric. 

Section  1 Summary 

In  this  section  you  were  asked  to  analyze  the  extent  to 
which  democracies  can  promote  policies  and  practices 
that  are  illiberal.  You  discovered  that  even  if  government 
is  elected  by  the  people  of  a nation,  this  fact  does  not 
guarantee  that  the  other  principles  of  liberalism  will  be 
adhered  to.  You  also  studied  the  challenges  that  even 
typical  liberal  democracies  face  when  trying  to  respond  to 
the  will  of  the  people,  and  you  examined  the  advantages 
and  disadvantages  that  different  governmental  and 
electoral  systems  provide  in  terms  of  reaching  this  goal. 


You  also  began  to  explore  the  issue  surrounding  the 
imposition  of  liberalism  on  those  who  do  not  necessarily 
subscribe  to  it.  In  the  last  century,  unbridled  confidence 
that  the  Western  liberal  tradition  represented  the  pinnacle 
of  ideological  evolution  led  the  government  of  Canada  to 
attempt  to  dismantle  Aboriginal  governmental  and  social 
traditions.  This  attempt  to  replace  those  traditions  was 
with  practices  largely  based  in  Western  European  thought, 
The  effect  was  devastating  for  Aboriginal  societies  and, 

© roiffimages/2890732/Fotoiia  discovered,  has  sown  the  seeds  for  continual 

discord  and  conflict  between  First  Peoples  and  various  levels  of  government  in  Canada.  As  you  may  have  discovered, 
balancing  the  desire  to  spread  the  doctrine  of  liberalism  with  respect  for  the  values  and  traditions  of  others  represents 
a significant  challenge. 


In  Section  1 you  worked  on  answering  this  question:  To  what  extent  can  democracies  promote  policies  and  practices 
that  are  illiberal? 


After  exploring  a variety  of  examples  of  illiberal  practice  within  democracies,  you  have  begun  to  develop  the  base  of 
knowledge  you  will  need  to  address  the  key  question  for  this  module:  What  challenges  are  presented  in  attempting  to 
put  liberal  theories  into  practice? 
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Section  2 Introduction 


Section  2:  Freedom  Versus  Security^ — A Balancing  Act 


Section  2 Introduction 


The  authorities  were  not  sure  how  the  first  victims  had 
contracted  the  disease,  but  it  was  clear  that  what  was  now 
being  called  the  “College  Park  Virus”  was  very  contagious 
and  deadly.  Chantelle  had  been  in  school  when  the  first 
victim,  a young  girl  in  a lower  grade,  fell  ill.  Apparently  she 
was  fine  when  she  came  to  class  in  the  morning,  but  a 
custodian  had  found  her  in  a washroom  just  after  lunch. 

At  that  time,  Chantelle  was  feverish  and  bleeding  from 
her  nose,  ears,  and  mouth.  One  of  the  paramedics  that 
responded  to  the  911  call  had  spent  time  as  an  aid  worker  in 
Africa.  The  symptoms  reminded  him  of  hemorrhagic  fevers 
he’d  seen  there,  and  so  he  immediately  called  the  health 
department.  By  the  time  officials  arrived  at  the  school  in 
mid-afternoon,  the  young  girl  was  dead  and  36  other 
students  were  showing  similar  symptoms.  Taking  no 
chances,  health  officers  ordered  the  school  closed  and 
instructed  students  to  go  straight  home. 

When  Chantelle’s  parents  came  home  from  work  a few 
hours  later,  they  looked  shaken.  They  told  Chantelle  that 
police  had  been  stationed  at  the  main  access  points  to 
the  neighbourhood.  Her  parents  had  been  warned  that  if 
they  entered  the  neighbourhood,  they  may  not  be  allowed 
to  leave.  Alarmed  by  the  speed  at  which  this  virus  was 
spreading,  authorities  were  moving  to  quarantine  the  area. 


And  so  they  had.  In  fact  now,  twelve  days  later,  much  of 
the  country  was  apparently  under  martial  law.  According 
to  the  television  news,  the  government  had  the  situation 
under  control.  The  “isolated  outbreaks”  of  the  virus  were 
“mostly  confined  to  Alberta”  and  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments  were  “taking  all  measures  necessary  to  ensure  public  safety.” 


©Andreas  Gradin/4290048/FotoIia 


For  Chantelle,  this  quarantine  meant  that  she  and  her  family  had  been  prisoners  in  their  own  house  for  almost  two  weeks. 

Her  dad  had  tried  to  go  out  four  days  earlier  when  they  started  to  get  low  on  food,  but  heavily  armed  soldiers,  clad  in  their 
otherworldly  biohazard  suits,  patrolled  the  streets.  One  soldier  had  forced  her  father  back  inside  at  gunpoint.  On  the  lawn  across 
the  street  lay  the  bullet-ridden  body  of  Mr.  Flout.  He  had  apparently  not  been  so  willing  to  comply  with  the  soldiers’  orders. 

Chantelle  wanted  to  believe  the  government’s  assertions  that  “casualties  were  limited”  and  a cure.was  “on  the  horizon,”  but  she 
was  skeptical.  In  the  first  days  of  the  outbreak,  she  had  seen  the  pleas  for  help  that  quarantined  people  were  uploading  to , 
video-sharing  sites  on  the  net.  She  even  recognized  some  people  she  knew  from  her  neighbourhood.  Many  were  angry  and  a 
few  were  trying  to  organize  some  sort  of  protest  over  the  government’s  handling  of  the  crisis. 
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Section  2:  Freedom  Versus  Security — A Balancing  Act 


Then,  about  six  days  ago,  the  family’s  Internet  access,  as  well  as  their  cellular  and  landline  phone  services,  had  been 
mysteriously  cut  off.  Her  father  said  these  actions  were  probably  done  by  the  government  to  help  prevent  widespread  panic. 

“Or  simply  to  cover  up  the  horrific  effects  of  their  quarantine  policies,”  her  mother  commented  angrily. 

Chantelle  didn’t  really  care  one  way  or  the  other.  All  she  wanted  was  to  not  have  to  worry  about  getting  sick  anymore  and  to  once 
again  be  able  to  go  outside  and  live  a normal  life.  Hopefully,  that  would  happen  soon. 


Would  you  agree  with  the  forced  quarantining  of  citizens  in  this  scenario?  Would  the  threat  presented  to  public 
safety  by  a rapidly  spreading  virus  justify  a shoot-to-kill  policy  for  those  who  attempted  to  break  quarantine?  Should 
the  government  be  able  to  control  people’s  right  to  free  speech  when  revealing  the  true  facts  might  lead  to  panic  or 
rioting?  Does  this  scenario  even  seem  realistic  to  you?  While  it  may  appear  to  be  a story  straight  out  of  a movie  script, 
there  have  been  instances  when  governments  of  liberal  democracies  have  suspended  the  freedom  and  rights  most 
citizens  take  for  granted. 

In  this  section  you  will  explore  how  liberal  democracies  attempt  to  balance  the  need  for  national  security  and 
public  safety  with  the  protection  of  individual  rights  and  freedoms.  Through  your  study  of  various  historical  and 
contemporary  examples,  you  will  examine  how  some  liberal  democracies  have  dealt  with  this  dilemma  during  times 
of  war,  internal  conflict,  and  political  and  social  upheaval. 

You  will  also  begin  to  solidify  your  own  perspective  regarding  the  degree  to  which  the  ideals  of  liberalism  should  be 
compromised  by  governments  that  are  attempting  to  maintain  law  and  order. 

In  this  section  you  will  be  answering  this  question: 

How  should  needs  for  security  and  freedom  be  balanced  in  a liberal  society? 

In  This  Section 

In  this  section  there  are  two  lessons  and  one  section  challenge. 

In  each  lesson  you  will  have  opportunities  to 

• reflect  on  how  the  needs  for  security  and  freedom  must  be  balanced  in  a liberal  democracy 

• examine  specific  historical  and  contemporary  examples  of  how  liberal  democratic  governments  have  balanced 
the  need  for  security  and  freedom  in  society 

Lesson  1 : Civil  Rights  in  Civii  Emergencies 

In  this  lesson  you  will  examine  this  question:  To  what  extent  should  rights  and  freedoms  be  curtailed  during  times  of 
conflict  or  civil  emergencies?  You  will  examine  case  studies  in  which  the  Canadian  government  suspended  civil  rights 
during  national  crises. 
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Section  2 Introduction 


Lesson  2:  Dissent  in  Liberai  Democracies 


In  this  lesson  you  will  answer  this  question:  To  what  extent  should  dissent  be  suppressed  in  a liberal  democracy? 

You  will  examine  and  evaluate  the  American  government’s  attempts  to  balance  citizens’  freedoms  with  law  and  order 
and  public  safety  during  peace  protests  in  the  1960s  and  1970s. 


Section  2 Chailenge:  Recognizing  Media  Perspectives 


At  the  end  of  this  section  you  will  use  the  knowledge  you  acquired  to  craft  two  newspaper  pages  that  provide 
opposing  perspectives  on  the  same  historical  event. 


Outcomes 

In  this  section  you  will 

; • analyze  the  extent  to  which  liberal  democracies 

I reflect  illiberal  thought  and  practice 

I • appreciate  various  perspectives  regarding  the 
I viability  of  the  principles  of  liberalism 

! • analyze  why  the  practices  of  governments  may  not 

i reflect  principles  of  liberalism 

I 

1 • evaluate  the  extent  to  which  governments  promote 

I individual  and  collective  rights 

• evaluate  the  extent  to  which  the  principles  of 

I liberalism  are  viable  in  the  context  of  contemporary 
I issues 

! 

I • analyze  perspectives  on  the  rights,  roles,  and 
I responsibilities  of  the  individual  during  times  of 
I conflict 

• analyze  the  extent  to  which  modem  liberalism  is 

[i  challenged  by  alternative  thought 

I 

• analyze  perspectives  on  the  rights,  roles,  and 

1 responsibilities  of  the  individual  in  a democratic 

I society 


• critical  thinking 

• creative  thinking 

• historical  thinking 
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Module  6:  The  Challenges  of  Liberalism 


Section  2 : Freedom  Versus  Security — A Baiancing  Act 


Lesson  1 : Civii  Rights  in  Civii  Emergencies 

Get  Focused 


© Library  and  Archives  Canada.  Reproduced  with  the  permission  of  Library  and  Archives  Canada.  Source:  Library  and  Archives  Canada/The  Gazette  (Montreal)  fonds/ 
PA- 157323 

Police  attend  to  a wounded  bonnb  disposal  expert  and  examine  debris  after  an  FLQ  terrorist  bomb  destroyed  a mailbox  in  Montreal’s 
Westmount  neighbourhood  in  1963. 


As  you  have  seen  from  earlier  lessons,  democratic  governments  are  often  challenged 
by  the  task  of  balancing  the  rights  of  minorities  with  the  will  of  the  majority.  This 
task  can  be  all  the  more  difficult  when  civil  conflict,  terrorism,  pandemics,  or  other 
emergencies  focus  public  attention  on  a particular  minority  group. 

In  such  situations,  the  government  must  balance  the  individual  rights  and  freedoms  of 
citizens  with  the  need  to  provide  security  for  the  entire  nation  and  its  institutions.  In 
this  lesson  you  will  be  examining  this  question: 


terrorism:  the  use  of  violent 
means  to  achieve  political 
goals 

pandemic:  an  outbreak  of 
disease  that  has  spread  to 
multiple  nations  in  multiple 
regions  of  the  world 


To  what  extent  should  rights  and  freedoms  be  curtailed  during  times  of  conflict  or  civil  emergencies? 


This  lesson  will  take  approximately  one  8()-minute  period  to  complete. 
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Lesson  1:  Civil  Rights  in  Civil  Emergencies 


Explore 

The  \Nar  Measures  Act 

Meeting  a challenge  such  as  a major  natural  disaster,  a terrorist  attack,  or  a war  often 
requires  that  a government  take  immediate  and  decisive  action.  In  such  circumstances, 
the  very  institutions  and  practices  that  are  the  strength  of  liberal  democracies  in  normal 
times  may  become  liabilities.  In  the  time  it  takes  to  stage  parliamentary  debates  over 
I how  to  respond  to  a crisis,  thousands  may  die  and  the  very  survival  of  the  nation  may 
' be  placed  in  jeopardy.  Trying  to  ensure  protection  of  civil  rights  in  a nation  under  attack  from  abroad  or  within  may 
ultimately  aid  those  whose  ultimate  goal  is  to  destroy  democracy. 

: Recognizing  that  extraordinary  times  sometimes  call  for  extraordinary  measures,  most  liberal  democracies  have 
I some  legislation  that  can  be  used  to  give  governments  temporary  dictatorial  powers.  In  Canada,  for  many  years,  this 
I power  was  made  available  to  governments  through  the  War  Measures  Act.  Passed  in  1914,  the  act  allowed  the  federal 
government  of  Canada,  or  more  specifically,  the  cabinet,  to  rule  by  emergency  decree  and  be  able  to  respond  quickly 
to  perceived  threats  to  the  nation.  The  prime  minister  and  cabinet  ministers  would  be  allowed  to  take  action  without 
the  support  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  Senate.  This  decree  gave  the  government  the  power  to  limit  certain  rights 
and  freedoms  when  it  was  deemed  necessary  for  national  security  and  public  order.  Until  1970,  the  War  Measures  Act 
had  only  been  invoked  in  response  to  external  threats  to  Canada. 


War  Measures  Act:  an  act  of 
law  created  by  the  Canadian 
government  in  1914  to  allow 
rule  by  decree  without  the 
consent  of  Parliament 


The  War  Measures  Act  in  World  War  I 


Ukrainian-Canadians  were  interned  at  Castle  Mountain  internment  camp  during  World  War  I. 
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Module  6:  The  Challenges  of  Liberalism 


In  World  War  1,  thousands  of  persons  of  German  and  Ukrainian  origin  who  were  living 
in  Canada  were  placed  in  internment  camps  by  the  Canadian  government.  Germans 
were  interned  because  Canada  was  at  war  with  Germany,  and  it  was  felt  that 
German-Canadians  might  harbour  a lingering  allegiance  to  Germany  that  would  lead  them  to  commit  acts  of 
espionage  or  sabotage. 

Ukrainians  were  also  interned  because  the  Austro-Hungarian  Empire,  with  which  Canada  was  also  at  war,  had  ethnic 
Ukrainian  minorities  living  within  its  boundaries.  Even  if  they  were  legitimate  citizens  of  Canada,  individuals  from 
both  of  these  groups  were  labelled  as  potential  threats  to  national  security  based  solely  on  their  ancestry.  These  people 
were  typically  interned  in  remote  camps. 


When  the  First  World  War  ended,  internees  were  eventually  released.  But,  at  that  time,  the  internees  were  provided 
with  no  compensation  for  the  time  or  financial  losses  that  resulted  from  their  time  in  the  camps. 


Tak  Toyota/Library  and  Archives  Canada/C-046350 

This  photo  shows  Japanese-Canadians  being  loaded  intro  trucks  in  preparation  for  transport  to  internment  camps  during 
World  War  II. 


internment:  the  confinement 
of  a group  of  people  for 
political  or  military  reasons 
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Lesson  1 : Civil  Rights  in  Civil  Emergencies 


The  IVar  Measures  Act  in  World  War  II 

In  World  War  11,  the  federal  government  interned  people  of  Japanese  origin  or  ancestry.  In  theory,  this  internment 
was  carried  out  to  prevent  acts  of  sabotage  and  spying  by  Japanese-Canadians  who  might  be  sympathetic  to  imperial 
Japan,  with  which  Canada  was  at  war. 

II 

Despite  RCMP  reports  that  stated  they  represented  no  significant  threat  to  Canada,  Japanese-Canadians  were  labelled 
as  “enemy  aliens”  on  similar  concerns  that  had  led  to  the  internment  of  other  groups  in  World  War  1.  Canadians  of 
Japanese  descent  were  rounded  up  and  sent  to  camps  in  the  British  Columbia  interior,  where  they  often  had  to  endure 
very  harsh  conditions.  Public  outcry  over  the  cost  of  camps  led  the  government  to  use  the  provisions  of  the 
War  Measures  Act  to  confiscate  the  property  of  the  internees.  This  property  was  sold  off  to  help  pay  for  the 
imprisonment  of  the  Japanese-Canadians. 

The  War  Measures  Act  During  the  Cold  War 


lust  after  the  end  of  World  War  11  in  1945,  a clerk  at  the  Soviet  embassy  in  Ottawa 
named  Igor  Gouzenko  defected  to  Canada.  He  provided  the  Canadian  government 
'with  irrefutable  evidence  that  the  Soviet  Union  was  operating  a spy  ring  within 


defect:  to  desert  a nation  or 
cause  in  favour  of  a rival  one 


Canada.  Following  Gouzenko’s  revelations,  the  government  of  Canada  moved  to  arrest,  interrogate,  and  prosecute 
mspected  communist  spies.  Some  sources  suggest  that  the  War  Measures  Act  was  secretly  enacted  to  aid  these 
ounter-espionage  operations. 

The  use  of  the  War  Measures  Act,  particularly  during  the  two  world  wars,  continues  to 
be  controversial.  Years  after  the  wars,  survivors  of  Ukrainian  and  Japanese  internments 
and  their  descendants  lobbied  the  Canadian  government  for  an  official  apology  and 
financial  redress  for  infringements  of  rights  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

fwentually,  the  Canadian  government  issued  apologies  and  provided  limited  monetary 
ompensation  to  former  internees. 


i.’vKSisc; 


Pause  and  Reflect 

Should  the  rights  of  an  individual  be  suspended  on  the  basis  of  the  national  security  risk  he  or 
she  might  pose?  Is  it  prudent  to  arrest  and  intern  individuals  based  on  their  cultural,  religious, 
or  personal  affiliations  with  groups  or  nations  that  threaten  national  security?  What  risks  might 
there  be  in  waiting  until  there  are  sufficient  legal  grounds  to  arrest  a potential  spy,  saboteur,  or 
terrorist? 


Technological  Artifacts  Collection  from 
the  Cold  War:  Press  clippings  from  the 
Gouzenko  case,  http://www.csis-scrs. 
gc.ca/hstrrtfcts/rtfcts/indexp002-eng.asp, 
Canadian  Security  Intelligence  Service, 
2009.  Reproduced  with  the  permission 
of  the  Minister  of  Public  Works  and 
Government  Services  Canada,  2010. 
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Responding  to  a Home-Grown  Threat 

Terrorism,  revolution,  and  civil  war  have  been — for  most 
people  living  in  Canada — threats  that  exist  primarily  in 
other  countries  and  in  newspaper  headlines.  In  October 
of  1970,  however,  a group  of  radicals  seeking  the 
separation  of  Quebec  from  Canada  plunged  the  country 
into  a political  and  national  security  crisis  that  would 
reverberate  for  decades. 

Throughout  the  1960s,  the  Front  de  Liberation 
du  Quebec  (FLQ)  had  carried  out  terrorist  acts 
of  increasing  violence.  Its  members  had  bombed 
government  offices  and  army  barracks  in  Quebec. 

They  had  funded  their  activities  by  carrying  out  bank 
robberies.  On  October  5,  1970,  the  FLQ  staged  their 
boldest  act  yet — the  kidnapping  of  British  diplomat 
James  Cross. 


Front  de  Liberation  du  Quebec  (FLQ):  a revolutionary 
organization  that  promoted  violence  to  support  the  creation 
of  an  independent  Quebec 


The  day  after  the  kidnapping  of  Cross,  the  FLQ  released 
a document  outlining  the  motivations  for  their  actions 
and  their  conditions  for  his  release. 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  examine  “FLQ 
Demand  Excerpts.”  Respond  to  the  questions 
that  follow. 


3 

Check  Your  Understanding 


Library  and  Archives  Canada/Credit:  Duguay/Canada.  National  Defence  collection/ 
Accession  2009-377  Box  502,  VL70-176. 

A Canadian  soldier  stands  guard  outside  the  Quebec  National 
Assembly  during  the  1970  Qctober  Crisis. 


Using  the  two  excerpts  from  the  FLQ  demands,  answer  the  following  questions.  Place  your  answers  in  your  portfolio. 
Your  teacher  may  wish  to  review  them  to  ensure  that  you  understand  the  events  and  concepts  associated  with  this 
lesson. 


1 . Consider  the  seven  demands  that  the  FLQ  wanted  met  before  the  release  of  their  political  prisoners.  If  you  were 
acting  on  behalf  of  the  government,  which  of  the  demands  might  you  be  willing  to  meet?  Why?  Which  demands 
would  you  not  be  willing  to  meet?  Why  not? 

2.  How  did  the  FLQ  justify  its  actions?  Support  your  response  with  evidence  from  the  readings. 
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Discover 


Watch  a clip  of  a newscast  on  October  10,  1970,  for  a more  detailed  description  of  the  FLQ  and  their  actions  in  the 
1960s. 

< 


Go  to  a search  engine  and  type  in  “cbc  archives,”  and  then  follow  the  links  to  “War  and  Conflict,”  “Civil  Unrest,”  and 
then,  finally,  to  “Oct.  10,  1970  FLQ  backgrounder.” 


The  Terror  Increases 

Five  days  after  Cross  was  kidnapped,  the  FLQ  struck  again.  This  time  they  kidnapped  Quebec  Labour  Minister 
Pierre  Laporte  from  his  front  yard. 

i 

[This  second  kidnapping  provoked  a strong  security  response  on  the  part  of  the  federal  government.  For  example, 
armed  troops  were  called  in  to  protect  the  Parliament  Buildings  in  Ottawa. 

The  stationing  of  armed  soldiers  around  public  buildings  did  not  go  unnoticed  by  the  media.  Some  people  questioned 
whether  the  response  was  an  overreaction. 


Discover 


Watch  a video  clip  of  a famous  interview  with  then  Prime  Minister  Pierre  Elliot  Trudeau  on  October  13,  1970,  as  he 
spoke  to  reporters  on  Parliament  Hill  about  the  kidnappings  and  the  presence  of  many  armed  soldiers.  To  access  this 
video,  go  to  a search  engine  and  type  in  “cbc  archives.”  Then  follow  the  links  to  “Politics,”  “Civil  Unrest,”  and,  finally, 
to  “Oct.  13,  1970  Pierre  Trudeau:  just  watch  me.” 


Pause  and  Reflect 


Is  it  more  important,  as  Trudeau  suggested,  to  keep  law  and  order  in  a society  than  to  worry  about  “bleeding  hearts  that  don’t  like 
to  see  people  with  helmets  and  guns”  on  the  streets  of  a liberal  democracy?  Given  Trudeau’s  demeanour  and  responses,  do  you 
think  the  reporter’s  concerns  about  the  formation  of  a police  state  were  justified? 


laj 

mWKm  Discover 


View  this  subsequent  report  about  the  FLQ  activities.  After  viewing  the  clip,  re-evaluate  your  initial  opinion  regarding 
the  Trudeau  interview.  Did  the  additional  information  change  your  position,  or  did  this  data  provide  support  for  your 
ideas?  Find  the  video  by  going  to  a search  engine  and  typing  in  “cbc  archives.”  Then  link  to  “War  and  Conflict,” 

“Civil  Unrest,”  and  “FLQ  rallies  students  Oct.  15,  1970.” 
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The  War  Measures  Act  Invoked 

On  October  16,  1970,  four  days  after  Trudeau’s  “Just  Watch  Me”  interview,  the  federal 
government  invoked  the  War  Measures  Act.  Trudeau  justified  the  suspension  of  civil 
liberties  as  necessary  to  deal  with  an  “apprehended  insurrection”:  an  expected  attempt 
to  overthrow  the  government. 

Review  the  document  that  follows  to  gain  a deeper  awareness  of  the  federal  government’s  rationale  for  using  the 
War  Measures  Act  and  to  understand  the  power  the  act  placed  in  the  government’s  hands. 


insurrection:  a violent 
uprising,  rebellion,  or 
revolution  directed  at  a 
government  or  a similar 
authority 


Whereas  the  War  Measures  Act  provides  that  the  issue  of  a proclamation  under  the  authority  of  the  governor-in-council  shall 
be  conclusive  evidence  that  insurrection,  real  or  apprehended,  exists  or  has  existed  for  any  period  of  time  therein  stated  and  its 
continuance,  until  by  the  issue  of  a further  proclamation,  it  is  declared  that  the  insurrection  no  longer  exists. 

And  whereas  there  is  in  contemporary  Canadian  society  an  element  or  group  known  as  Le  Front  de  Liberation  du  Quebec 
who  advocate  and  resort  to  the  use  of  force  and  the  commission  of  criminal  offences,  including  murder,  threats  of  murder,  and 
kidnapping,  as  a means  of  or  as  an  aid  in  accomplishing  a governmental  change  within  Canada  and  whose  activities  has  given 
rise  to  a state  of  apprehended  insurrection  within  the  province  of  Quebec. 

Therefore,  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General-in-Council,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  prime  minister,  is  pleased  to  direct 
that  a proclamation  be  issued  proclaiming  that  apprehended  insurrection  exists  and  has  existed  as  and  from  the  fifteenth  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy. 

WAR  MEASURES  ACT 

An  act  to  confer  certain  powers  upon  the  Governor  in  Council  in  the  event  of  War,  invasion,  or  Insurrection. 

SHORT  TITLE 

1.  This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  War  Measures  Act. 

EVIDENCE  OF  WAR 

2.  The  issue  of  a proclamation  by  Her  Majesty,  or  under  the  authority  of  the  Governor  in  Council,  shall  be  conclusive  evidence 
that  war,  invasion,  or  insurrection,  real  or  apprehended,  exists  and  has  existed  for  any  period  of  time  therein  stated,  and  of 
its  continuance,  until  by  the  issue  of  a further  proclamation  it  is  declared  that  the  war,  invasion,  or  insurrection  no  longer 
exists. 

POWERS  OFTHE  GOVERNOR  IN  COUNCIL 

3.  ( 1 ) The  Governor  in  Council  may  do  and  authorize  such  acts  and  things,  and  make  from  time  to  time  such  orders  and 
regulations,  as  he  may  by  reason  of  the  existence  of  real  or  apprehended  war,  invasion  or  insurrection  deem  necessary  or 
advisable  for  the  security,  defence,  peace,  order,  and  welfare  of  Canada;  and  for  greater  certainty,  but  not  so  as  to  restrict 
the  generality  of  the  foregoing  terms  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  powers  of  the  Governor  in  Council  shall  extend  to  all 
matters  coming  within  the  classes  of  subjects  hereinafter  enumerated,  that  is  to  say: 

(a)  censorship,  and  the  control  and  suppression  of  publications,  writings,  maps,  plans,  photographs,  communications  and 
means  of  communication; 

(b)  arrest,  detention  exclusion,  and  deportation; 

(c)  control  of  the  harbours,  ports  and  territorial  waters  of  Canada,  and  the  movements  of  vessels; 

(d)  transportation  by  land,  air,  or  water,  and  the  control  of  the  transport  of  persons  and  things; 

(e)  trading,  exportation,  importation,  production,  and  manufacture; 

(f)  appropriation,  control,  forfeiture,  and  disposition  of  property  and  of  the  use  thereof. 

(2)  All  orders  and  regulations  made  under  this  section  shall  have  the  force  of  law,  and  shall  be  enforced  in  such  manner  and 
by  such  courts,  officers,  and  authorities  as  the  Governor  in  Council  may  prescribe,  and  may  be  varied,  extended,  or  revoked 
by  any  subsequent  order  or  regulation;  but  if  any  order  or  regulation  is  varied,  extended,  or  revoked,  neither  the  previous 
operation  thereof  nor  anything  duly  done  thereunder,  shall  be  affected  thereby,  nor  shall  any  right,  privilege  obligation  or 
liability  acquired,  accrued,  accruing  or  incurred  thereunder  be  affected  by  such  variation  extension  or  revocation. 
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8. 


The  Governor  in  Council  may  prescribe  the  penalties  that  may  be  imposed  for  violations  of  orders  and  regulations  made 
under  this  Act,  and  may  also  prescribe  whether  such  penalties  shall  be  imposed  upon  summary  conviction  or  upon 
indictment,  but  no  such  penalty  shall  exceed  a fine  of  five  thousand  dollars  or  imprisonment  for  any  term  not  exceeding  five 
years,  or  both  fine  and  imprisonment. 

No  person  who  is  held  for  deportation  under  this  Act  or  under  any  regulation  made  thereunder,  or  is  under  arrest  or 
detention  as  an  alien  enemy,  or  upon  suspicion  that  he  is  an  alien  enemy,  or  to  prevent  his  departure  from  Canada,  shall  be 
released  upon  bail  or  otherwise  discharged  or  tried,  without  the  consent  of  the  Minister  of  Justice. 

The  provisions  of  the  three  sections  last  preceding  shall  only  be  in  force  during  war,  invasion  or  insurrection,  real  or 
apprehended. 

PROCEDURE 

Whenever  any  property  or  the  use  thereof  has  been  appropriated  by  Her  Majesty  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or  any 
order  or  regulation  made  thereunder,  and  compensation  is  to  be  made  therefore  and  has  not  been  agreed  upon  the  claim 
shall  be  referred  by  the  Minister  of  Justice  to  the  Exchequer  Court,  or  to  a superior  or  county  court  of  the  province  within 
which  the  claim  arises,  or  to  a judge  of  any  such  court. 

Any  ship  or  vessel  used  or  moved,  or  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  dealt  with,  contrary  to  any  order  or  regulation  made 
under  this  Act,  may  be  seized  and  detained  and  shall  be  liable  to  forfeiture,  at  the  instance  of  the  Minister  of  Justice,  upon 
proceedings  in  the  Exchequer  Court  of  Canada  or  in  any  superior  court. 

Every  court  mentioned  in  the  two  sections  last  preceding  may  make  rules  governing  the  procedure  upon  any  reference 
made  to,  or  proceedings  taken  before,  such  court  or  a judge  thereof  under  the  said  sections. 


Check  Your  Understanding 


Using  the  primary  source  you  have  just  read,  answer  the  following  questions.  Place  your  answers  in  your  portfolio. 
Your  knowledge  of  the  War  Measures  Act  will  help  you  develop  your  own  perspective  regarding  how  much  power 
governments  should  have  during  times  of  crisis. 

1 . Under  what  circumstances  does  the  proclamation  state  that  the  War  Measures  Act  can  be  used? 

2.  What  does  the  source  outline  as  the  specific  threat  that  the  FLQ  posed? 

3.  In  your  own  words,  list  eight  specific  powers  the  government  is  granted  under  the  War  Measures  Act. 

The  War  Measures  Act  in  Operation 

With  the  act  in  effect,  the  federal  government  immediately  sent  soldiers  into  Quebec  to  patrol  the  streets.  Individuals 
deemed  to  be  associated  with,  or  supportive  of,  the  FLQ  were  arrested  and  jailed,  sometimes  without  any  evidence  of 
real  criminal  intent  or  action. 


y 

Discover 


Watch  this  news  clip  from  October  17,  1970,  to  gain  a better  sense  of  how  the  War  Measures  Act  was  implemented. 
Go  to  a search  engine  and  type  “cbc  archives.”  Then  link  to  “War  and  Conflict,”  “Civil  Unrest,”  and  “Troops,  tanks 
roam  Quebec  streets  Oct.  17,  1970.” 
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The  FLQ’s  Response  to  the  IVar  Measures  Act 

The  day  after  the  War  Measures  Act  was  imposed,  the  FLQ  announced  that  they  had  executed  Pierre  Laporte.  His 
body  was  found  in  the  trunk  of  a car  near  the  Montreal/S aint-Hubert  Airport. 

y 

WHV  Discover 

Watch  this  news  clip  from  1970  for  further  details  of  Laporte’s  death.  Use  a search  engine  and  type  in  “cbc  archives.” 
Link  to  “War  and  Conflict,”  “Civil  Unrest,”  and  “Labour  minister  found  dead  Oct.  17,  1970.” 

The  Crisis  Comes  to  an  End 


In  December  1970,  authorities  located  the  dwelling  where  James  Cross’s  captors  were  holding  him.  After  several 
hours  of  negotiations,  the  government  and  the  FLQ  came  to  an  agreement.  Cross  was  released  unharmed  and,  in 
exchange,  the  FLQ  terrorists  were  given  safe  passage  to  Cuba,  where  they  had  been  offered  political  asylum. 

Repercussions  and  Revisions 


© Library  and  Archives  Canada.  Reproduced  with  the  permission  of  Library  and  Archives  Canada.  Source:  Library  and  Archives  Canada/Credit:  Duncan  Cameron/ 
Duncan  Cameron  fonds/PA-115039 

Rene  Levesque  waves  to  supporters  on  the  eve  of  a provincial  election  in  1973.  Levesque  would  lead  his  separatist  Parti  Quebecoii 
(PQ)  to  an  election  victory  in  1976.  The  PQ  put  the  question  of  Quebec  sovereignty  to  the  voters  in  referenda  in  1980  and  in  1985. 
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The  October  Crisis  had  a number  of  lasting  impacts.  Laporte’s  murder  and  the  massive  upheaval  caused  by  the  FLQ’s 
actions  led  to  dwindling  support  for  the  terrorist  organization  in  subsequent  months  and  years.  Quebec  nationalists, 
for  the  most  part,  now  concentrated  on  their  goal  of  achieving  sovereignty  through  peaceful  democratic  means  rather 
than  by  violent  revolution.  Years  afterwards,  the  terrorists  who  had  kidnapped  James  Cross  voluntarily  returned  to 
Canada,  were  charged,  convicted,  and  served  prison  sentences  for  their  actions.  Some  would  later  find  employment  in 
government  or  academia. 

In  the  years  following  the  crisis,  the  necessity  of  using  the  War  Measures  Act  to  deal  with  a relatively  small  band  of 
terrorists  continued  to  be  questioned.  Almost  500  people  had  been  arrested  under  the  provisions  of  the  War  Measures  Act. 
Less  than  100  were  ever  charged  with  a crime.  The  rights  of  every  Canadian  across  the  nation  had  been  suspended  in 
an  attempt  to  deal  with  two  kidnappings  that  had  taken  place  in  Montreal. 

Those  who  support  the  government’s  actions  suggest  that  the  sweeping  powers  of  the  War  Measures  Act  allowed 
authorities  to  break  the  back  of  the  FLQ.  Under  its  provisions,  police  were  allowed  to  gather  information  and  evidence 
that  would  otherwise  be  difficult  or  impossible  to  obtain.  The  majority  of  those  people  who  had  been  arrested 
were  released  within  24  hours.  Among  those  who  were  not  released  early  were  a number  of  dangerous  individuals 
jsubsequently  charged  with  criminal  acts.  By  acting  decisively  and  forcefully,  some  would  argue,  the  Trudeau 
'government  had  ended  a threat  to  Canadian  democracy,  the  extent  of  which  could  not  have  been  clearly  determined  at 
the  time. 

! 

'By  and  large,  however,  the  October  Crisis  had  shown  the  War  Measures  Act  to  be  a large,  blunt  instrument  used  to 
maintain  national  security.  It  was  replaced  in  1988  by  the  Emergencies  Act,  which  gave  the  Parliament  of  Canada 
greater  control  over  the  actions  of  the  cabinet  in  times  of  crisis  and  provided  for  a more  graduated  application  of 
emergency  powers.  In  addition,  both  the  Quebec  Charter  of  Human  Rights  and  Freedoms,  enacted  in  1976,  and  the 
Canadian  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms,  enacted  in  1982,  would  emphasize  and  strengthen  the  legal  protection  of 
fundamental  rights  and  freedoms. 

Security  and  Rights  in  the  Twenty-First  Century 

I 

In  the  wake  of  the  attacks  of  September  1 1,  2001, 

Western  liberal  democracies  were  forced  to  re-evaluate 
their  internal  security  legislation.  Suicidal  terrorists  had 
taken  advantage  of  the  individual  freedoms  afforded  by 
liberalism  to  launch  an  attack  from  within  the  borders  of 
the  United  States.  In  response,  the  United  States  passed 
the  PATRIOT  Act,  which  gave  the  federal  government 
broad  powers  to  conduct  surveillance  on  both  United 
States  citizens  and  foreigners. 

li 

I Britain,  the  target  of  terrorist  bus  bombings  in  2005,  has 
introduced  laws  and  policies  that  many  people  think  are 
undermining  the  rights  and  privacy  of  citizens.  Authorities 
constantly  monitor  public  spaces  through  an  extensive 
system  of  remote  cameras.  Photographers  are  sometimes 
detained  and  questioned  by  police  for  taking  pictures  of  public  buildings.  Personal  records  held  by  institutions  such  as 
libraries,  hospitals,  and  cellphone  companies  can  be  easily  accessed  by  police  without  rigorous  scrutiny  regarding  the 
need  for  such  access. 

! 

Canada  passed  its  own  Anti-terrorism  Act  in  2001,  which  also  gave  more  power  to  police  enforcement  agencies  to 
hunt  down  terrorists  and  prevent  terrorist  activities.  Though  the  federal  government  deemed  this  to  be  a necessary 
step  in  the  war  against  terror,  many  Canadians  criticized  the  act  as  an  unwarranted  infringement  on  civil  rights  and 
freedoms  in  Canada.  In  March  of  2007,  the  Canadian  government  failed  to  renew  this  legislation  and  the  act  expired. 
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Lesson  1 Summary 

In  this  lesson  you  considered  this  question:  To  what  extent  should  rights  and  freedoms  be  curtailed  during  times  of 
conflict  or  civil  emergencies? 

You  also  worked  on  answering  the  section  question:  How  should  needs  for  security  and  freedom  be  balanced  in  a 
liberal  society? 

You  discovered  that,  in  times  of  crisis,  democratic  governments  are  often  challenged  to  balance  citizens’  freedoms 
with  the  nation’s  security.  In  order  to  effectively  protect  its  citizens,  governments  will  sometimes  suspend  the  very 
freedoms  they  were  elected  to  protect. 

In  Canada,  this  has  most  frequently  occurred  under  the  authority  of  the  War  Measures  Act.  While  arguably  an  effective 
security  tool,  this  legislation’s  practical  application  revealed  it  to  be  open  to  misuse.  In  both  world  wars,  the  provisions 
of  the  act  allowed  the  rights  of  individuals  to  be  violated  on  the  basis  of  their  race  or  ancestry  rather  than  any 
security  threat. 

During  the  October  Crisis  of  1970,  the  rights  of  all  Canadians  were  suspended  in  order  to  deal  with  a real,  but 
localized  and  perhaps  over-stated,  threat  to  the  Canadian  government.  These  problems  with  the  War  Measures  Act  led 
to  its  replacement  with  legislation  that  provided  more  protection  for  human  rights  and  greater  checks  on  the  use  of 
emergency  powers. 

In  recent  years,  liberal  democracies  have  been  faced  with  new  and  serious  challenges  to  their  security.  Governments 
have  typically  responded  to  recent  acts  of  terrorism  with  tough  security  laws  often  characterized  as  illiberal.  As  a 
citizen  of  a liberal  democracy,  you  need  to  be  aware  of  how  your  government  is  addressing  its  security  challenges  and 
to  voice  your  opinion  on  these  policies. 

As  you  continue  to  consider  the  lesson  question,  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  ultimately  your  safety  and  your  individual 
rights  and  freedoms  that  must  be  balanced.  What  you  believe  in  regard  to  this  question  will  help  you  determine  what 
kind  of  society  you  will  live  in. 
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Section  2 : Freedom  Versus  Security— A Balancing  Act 


Lesson  2:  Dissent  in  Liberal  Democracies 


‘ Get  Focused 

I As  you  learned  in  Lesson  1,  a great  challenge  faced 
I by  liberal  democratic  governments  is  the  balancing  of 
citizens’  freedoms  with  their  security.  You  analyzed 
j the  way  the  Canadian  government  has,  during  times  of 

I'  conflict  and  civil  emergencies,  tried  to  balance  these 
interests. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  build  upon  your  understanding  of 
this  issue  by  examining  more  controversial  approaches  to 
I dissent  and  the  challenges  such  approaches  present  to  the 
j democratically  elected  governments  at  which  the  dissent 
I is  directed. 

I 

In  this  lesson  you  will  answer  this  question: 

' To  what  extent  should  dissent  be  suppressed  in  a 
; liberal  democracy? 

I' 

' This  lesson  will  take  approximately  one  80-minute  period 
I to  complete. 

j 

’ Explore 


This  photo  shows  a group  of  children  watching  a soldier  who  is 
guarding  a Montreal  police  station  during  the  October  Crisis  in 
1970. 


“Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  abridging  the 
freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a 
redress  of  grievances.” 

-United  States  Bill  of  Rights,  Article  One 


In  a liberal  democracy,  public  demonstrations  and  protests  can  be  very  powerful  tools  for  expressing  dissatisfaction 
with  government  and  creating  change  in  society.  A large  gathering  of  people  who  are  passionate  or  angry  about  an 
issue,  however,  sometimes  carries  the  potential  to  turn  into  a riot. 


One  dilemma  liberal  democracies  face  is  how  to  balance  citizens’  rights  to  expression  and  peaceful  association  with 
the  government’s  duty  to  provide  law  and  order.  This  dilemma  deepens  when  citizens,  rightly  or  wrongly,  interpret 
government  efforts  to  manage  public  protest  as  merely  a mechanism  for  limiting  public  dissent. 
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The  Sixties:  An  Era  of  Protest 

The  direct  involvement  of  the  United  States  in  the  Vietnam  War  lasted  from  1965  to  1973.  Employing  its  strategy  of 
containment,  the  United  States  provided  military  support — including  U.S.  soldiers — to  aid  the  government  of 
South  Vietnam  in  its  struggle  with  communist  North  Vietnam. 

As  the  conflict  escalated,  the  American  military  saw  a need  for  more  troops  to  fight  in  draft:  compulsory  military 
Vietnam.  Accordingly,  the  U.S.  government  instituted  the  draft.  Young  American  men  service;  conscription 
who  were  not  enrolled  in  college  could  be  conscripted,  against  their  will,  to  fight  in 
Vietnam. 

The  conflict  in  far-off  Vietnam  became  a divisive  issue  back  in  the  United  States.  Vietnam  was  the  first  “television  war.” 
The  nightly  newscasts  provided  video  testimony  to  Americans  about  the  true  horror  of  modern  warfare.  As  civilian 
casualties  in  Vietnam  mounted,  and  more  of  their  own  soldiers  were  killed,  some  Americans  began  to  protest  U.S. 
involvement  in  the  war. 


a Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD.  Locate  “Anti-War  Demonstrators  Storm  Pentagon”  to  watch  a short  news  report 
from  the  era  of  protest. 

Divergent  opinions  about  the  Vietnam  War  made  the  1960s  and  early  1970s  in  the  United  States  rife  with  political 
activism.  Anti-war  sentiments,  a civil  rights  movement  aimed  at  obtaining  true  equality  for  African-Americans,  and 
the  assassinations  of  cultural  icons  such  as  Martin  Luther  King  and  Robert  Kennedy,  all  provided  motivation  for  street 
demonstrations  and,  sometimes,  riots. 

The  1968  Democratic  National  Convention 

In  the  midst  of  this  turmoil  in  1968,  the  Democratic  Party  held  its  national  convention  in  Chicago  to  elect  a 
presidential  candidate  and  discuss  the  party’s  future.  While  the  convention  heated  up  inside  with  political  debate,  more 
than  1 1 000  anti-war  protesters  clashed  with  Chicago  police  outside  the  actual  convention.  The  result  was  the  arrest  of 
more  than  500  protesters  and  injuries  to  over  200  civilians  and  police  officers. 

Much  of  the  violence  was  blamed  on  the  general  mismanagement  of  the  situation  by  Chicago  police  officials. 
However,  at  subsequent  trials,  eight  protest  ringleaders,  known  as  the  Chicago  Eight,  and  eight  Chicago  police  officers 
were  found  guilty  of  inciting  the  violence. 
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Discover 


I Use  a search  engine  to  check  the  key  terms  “1968 
! national  convention  cnn”  or  “Brief  History  Of  Chicago’s 
; 1968  Democratic  Convention.”  Skim  through  the  articles 
you  find.  Carefully  read  or  view  those  sections  that 
discuss  the 

• background  to  the  riots 

• actions  of  the  protesters 

• actions  of  the  police 

. Take  special  note  of  actions  by  either  side  that  appear  to 
I violate  rights  or  responsibilities  associated  with  being  a 
citizen  of  a liberal  democracy.  You  may  wish  to  note  these 
i actions  on  a piece  of  paper  or  electronically,  as  they  will 
I help  you  in  a later  activity.  To  get  a perspective  of  riots 
' from  the  convention  that  offer  a bit  more  immediacy,  you 
i;  may  also  search  specifically  for  video  clips  of  the  1968 
I Democratic  Convention. 

! 

Dissent,  Civil  Disobedience,  and  Government 
Action 


© University  of  Wisconsin  Digital  Collections 

This  photo  from  1965  shows  protestors  from  Wisconsin 
protesting  the  Vietnam  War. 


Many  protests  in  the  1960s  were  centred  around 
university  campuses.  Students,  as  potential  draftees,  often  saw  that  it  was  in  their  own  best  interests  to  end  the  war  in 
Vietnam.  As  well,  many  young  people  were  challenging  the  established  societal  norms  and  the  accepted  notions  about 
the  role  of  government  in  citizens’  lives. 


I Legal  requirements  needed  to  obtain  permits  for  public  marches  or  to  confine  protests 
! to  designated  areas  were  often  viewed  by  protesters  as  government  tactics  designed  to 
I isolate  the  demonstrators  from  the  public,  the  media,  and  the  politicians.  Ignoring  such 
I legal  requirements  was  often  seen  by  demonstrators  as  legitimate  civil  disobedience 
i rather  than  as  a flagrant  violation  of  an  important  law.  For  their  part,  politicians  and 
i law  enforcement  officials  were  obligated  to  respond  to  student  protests  that  could 
I potentially  threaten  law  and  order.  The  nature  of  that  response,  however,  sometimes 
I led  observers  to  question  whether  the  primary  aim  was  to  enforce  the  law  or  to  discourage  political  dissent. 


civil  disobedience: 

non-violent  protest  that  takes 
the  form  of  a refusal  to  obey  a 
law  on  the  basis  that  the  law 
is  unjust 

appeasement:  giving  into  the 
demands  of  another 


“If  it  takes  a bloodbath,  let’s  get  it  over  with.  No  more  appeasement.” 

In  1970,  Ronald  Reagan,  the  governor  of  California, 
comments  on  the  use  of  police  force  in  putting  down  a student 
protest  on  the  campus  of  the  University  of  California,  Berkeley. 


j 
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The  Kent  State  Shootings 

On  May  4,  1970,  on  the  campus  of  Kent  State  University  in  Kent,  Ohio,  approximately  2000  people  gathered  for  a 
student-led  demonstration  to  protest  the  American  invasion  of  Cambodia,  which  is  a small  country  bordering  Vietnam. 
Communist  forces  from  Vietnam  often  retreated  to  Cambodia  to  escape  the  reach  of  the  U.S.  military. 

On  the  basis  of  the  vandalism  and  unrest  that  had  occurred  at  Kent  State  in  the  days  leading  up  to  the  demonstration, 
members  of  the  United  States  National  Guard  were  called  in  to  break  up  the  May  4th  protest.  As  tensions  grew 
between  the  protesters  and  the  armed  forces,  at  least  one  guardsman  opened  fire.  Following  this  lead,  a number 
of  other  guardsmen  discharged  their  weapons  at  the  protesters.  Nine  students  were  wounded  and  four  were  killed, 
including  two  who  were  not  participants  in  the  protest. 

The  government  justified  the  shootings  by  claiming  that  the  soldiers  were  defending  themselves  against  a large  and 
hostile  mob.  Subsequent  investigations,  however,  put  into  question  the  actions  and  intentions  of  the  National  Guard  on 
the  day  of  the  killings. 


Discover 


Go  to  a search  engine  and  use  key  terms  or  phrases  such  as  “Kent  State  massacre”  and  “Kent  State  shootings”  to 
explore  this  historical  event  in  more  depth.  In  particular,  look  into  the  reasons  why  the  National  Guard  was  called  out 
to  Kent  State,  and  study  the  actions  of  the  protesters  and  guards  in  the  period  leading  up  to  the  shootings. 

Once  again,  take  special  note  of  acts  by  either  side  that  appear  to  be  at  odds  with  the  commonly  accepted  rights  and 
responsibilities  of  persons  living  in  a democracy.  Again,  additional  insights  will  be  provided  by  using  the  keywords 
noted  to  search  specifically  for  related  video  clips. 

Understanding  and  Responding 

Ironically,  both  the  protesters  and  the  authorities  in  the  events  you  have  researched  could  argue  that  their  actions  were 
motivated  by  protecting  the  ideals  of  liberalism. 

Now  that  you  have  developed  a familiarity  with  both  the  1968  Democratic  National  Convention  and  the  Kent 
State  shootings,  your  task  is  to  evaluate  the  actions  of  the  protesters  and  the  government.  You  will  draw  your  own 
conclusions  regarding  what  constitutes  legitimate  dissent  and  what  is  over  the  line. 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  locate  the  chart  “Supporting  or  Undermining  Liberalism.”  List  and 
categorize  the  actions  of  both  the  protesters  and  authorities  as  actions  supporting  liberalism  or  undermining 
liberalism.  In  the  appropriate  column,  provide  an  explanation  for  your  categorization  of  each  action  listed. 
An  example  has  been  provided  for  you.  Try  to  view  the  events  from  the  perspectives  of  both  the  protesters 
and  the  authorities.  You  want  to  develop  lists  that  are  as  complete  as  possible.  That  said,  there  is  no 
expectation  that  your  lists  of  actions  supporting  liberalism  will  have  the  same  number  of  items  as  your  lists 
of  actions  that  undermine  liberalism. 


Feel  free  to  revisit  the  sites  you  researched  earlier  through  your  guided  searches  to  review  the  key  actions  of  protesters 
and  the  authorities. 
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' Once  you  have  completed  the  charts,  decide  which  of  the  opposing  sides  in  these  events  of  civil  unrest  you  tend  to 
! support  and  to  what  degree.  Mark  your  answer  on  the  provided  charts,  and  explain  your  response. 

, When  you  have  finished,  if  possible,  compare  your  responses  with  those  of  another  student  who  has  completed  the 

■ liberalism  activity.  Discuss  your  conclusions  and  how  you  came  to  them.  If  this  is  not  feasible,  outline  what  happened 
^ at  the  anti-war  protests  for  a parent,  a friend,  or  another  individual.  Ask  for  this  person’s  opinion  regarding  who  was 

' right  and  who  was  wrong  and  the  reasoning  for  this  opinion.  Based  on  this  information,  you  may  choose  to  explain 
I why  you  disagree  or  you  may  decide  to  modify  your  response  and  reasoning. 

; Place  your  completed  activity  sheet  in  your  portfolio.  Your  teacher  may  want  to  view  your  work  to  verify  completion 
^ and  to  provide  feedback.  As  well,  you  may  wish  to  look  over  your  chart  again  when  you  tackle  the  Section  2 
' Challenge.  This  information  may  help  you  think  about  how  the  same  historical  event  can  be  viewed  from  different 
^ perspectives. 

Going  Beyond 

To  gain  further  insight  into  the  protests  at  the  National  Democratic  Convention  and  the  subsequent  trial  of  the 
, Chicago  Eight,  you  can  view  the  2007  movie  Chicago  10.  The  film  is  directed  by  Brett  Morgen.  Note  that  this  film 
I carries  a Restricted  rating  in  the  United  States,  meaning  that  those  under  17  years  of  age  cannot  view  it  without  being 
I accompanied  by  a parent  or  guardian.  Bear  this  in  mind  when  deciding  whether  or  not  to  view  the  film. 

i You  may  also  want  to  examine  more  recent  expressions  of  dissent.  In  2003  the  country  music  group  The  Dixie  Chicks 
: expressed  anti-war  sentiments  related  to  America’s  involvement  in  Iraq.  The  incident  raises  some  compelling  insights 
j into  the  role  the  general  public  can  play  in  suppressing  and  supporting  dissent.  You  can  read  about  the  incident  on 
I pages  500  and  501  in  Perspectives  on  Ideology.  You  could  also  watch  the  documentary  film  Shut  Up  and  Sing. 

I Lesson  2 Summary 

In  this  lesson  you  considered  this  question:  To  what  extent  should  dissent  be  suppressed  in  a liberal  democracy? 

I 

, At  what  point  should  the  government  interfere  in  a public  demonstration  to  ensure  law  and  order?  Is  peaceful  civil 
' disobedience  justifiable?  Is  violent  resistance  to  governmental  authorities  justifiable? 

j As  you  have  learned,  balancing  order  and  security  with  individual  rights  to  dissent  can  be  a difficult  dilemma  to 
j resolve.  This  was  exemplified  by  both  the  anti-war  protests  at  the  1968  National  Democratic  Convention  and 
I Kent  State  in  1970.  The  events  raised  important  questions  regarding  the  limits  of  dissent  and  the  government’s  use  of 
j force  in  the  face  of  dissent  by  its  own  citizens. 

! 

I What  kind  of  restrictions  should  governments  place  on  peaceful  demonstrations  to  ensure  they  remain  peaceful? 
i At  what  point  should  the  government  interfere  in  a public  demonstration  to  ensure  law  and  order?  How  should 
I governments  respond  to  peaceful  civil  disobedience?  How  should  governments  react  to  violent  resistance  to 
j authorities? 

I 

■ You  will  continue  to  consider  the  lesson  question.  This  is  a question  that  liberal  democratic  governments  must  often 

1 answer  when  confronted  with  dissent.  As  a citizen  who  may  at  some  point  either  wish  to  express  dissent  or,  perhaps, 
j be  affected  by  dissent,  it  is  an  important  question  for  you  to  consider. 

i You  will  also  work  on  answering  the  section  question:  How  should  needs  for  security  and  freedom  be  balanaced  in  a 
\ liberal  society? 
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Section  2 Challenge 


Recognizing  Media  Perspectives 


©Akhilesh  Sharma/3317646/Fotolia 


In  this  section  you  have  examined  the  difficulties  faced  by  liberal  democratic  governments  as  they  try  to  balance  the 
need  to  maintain  public  security  with  the  requirement  to  protect  citizens’  rights  and  freedoms.  As  you  discovered 
in  the  lessons  you  have  just  completed,  there  are  varying,  often  opposing,  perspectives  on  which  of  these  two 
responsibilities  is  more  important.  In  this  section  challenge  you  will  step  into  the  role  of  a journalist  and  report  on  an 
event  in  which  the  “freedom  versus  security”  issue  plays  a central  role. 

People  often  think  of  newspaper  reporters  and  the  articles  they  write  as  being  objective  and  unbiased  sources 
of  information.  News  organizations,  however,  can  and  often  do  reflect  and  promote  one  political  or  ideological 
perspective  over  another.  This  perspective  may  be  obvious  when  it  is  expressed  in  an  editorial  devoted  to  promoting 
the  newspaper’s  official  view.  But  there  may  also  be  an  ideological  bias  in  articles  that  on  the  surface,  at  least,  appear 
to  be  an  objective  reporting  of  the  facts. 
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For  example,  consider  the  following  two  fictitious  approaches  to  covering  the  1970  October  Crisis: 


Government  Imposes  War  Measures  Act:  Civil  Rights 
Suspended 

The  Canadian  government  today  invoked  the  War  Measures 
Act.  Although  imposing  the  act  was  announced  as  a 
measure  to  prevent  an  “apprehended  insurrection,”  some 
criticize  this  measure  as  a draconian  move  designed  to 
restrict  the  civil  rights  and  freedoms  of  those  who  seek  a 
free  and  independent  Quebec.  Hints  that  such  actions  would 
be  taken  by  the  government  were  given  recently  by  Prime 
Minister  Trudeau.  Appearing  belligerent  and  combative  in  an 
exchange  with  reporters,  Trudeau  challenged  them  to  “Just 
watch  me”  in  response  to  a question  regarding  the  extent  to 
which  he  would  go  to  protect  his  fellow  government  officials. 

Immediately  following  the  proclamation  of  the  War  Measures 
Act,  military  transports  rumbled  onto  the  streets  of  Montreal. 
Heavily-armed  soldiers  poured  from  the  vehicles  and  took  up 
positions  to  monitor  the  public.  Meanwhile,  security  forces 
were  hunting  down,  arresting,  and  often  imprisoning  without 
charge  individuals  the  forces  have  identified  as  having 
separatist  political  views. 


Government  Responds  to  Terrorist  Threat;  Imposes  War 
Measures  Act 

The  Canadian  government  today  invoked  the  War  Measures 
Act.  The  measure  was  announced  as  a necessity  to  protect 
Canadians  from  an  “apprehended  insurrection.”  Many 
welcomed  the  move  as  a way  to  end  the  recent  plague  of 
violence  and  kidnappings  at  the  hands  of  FLQ  terrorists. 

Hints  that  such  actions  would  be  taken  by  the  government 
were  given  recently  by  Prime  Minister  Trudeau.  Appearing 
confident  and  resolute  in  an  exchange  with  reporters, 

Trudeau  urged  them  to  “Just  watch  me”  in  response  to  a 
question  regarding  the  extent  to  which  he  would  go  to  protect 
the  people’s  democratically  elected  representatives. 

Immediately  following  the  proclamation  of  the  War  Measures 
Act,  military  transports  were  efficiently  deployed  to  the  streets 
of  Montreal.  Soldiers  quickly  exited  the  vehicles  and  took 
up  positions  from  which  they  could  identify  terrorist  threats 
and  afford  protection  to  the  general  public.  Meanwhile,  local 
police  forces  were  seeking  out,  detaining,  and  questioning 
suspected  FLQ  terrorists  and  their  potential  supporters. 


As  you  can  see  from  these  two  examples,  very  different  impressions  of  a news  event  can  be  crafted  by  choosing  what 
facts  will  be  included  and  how  events  will  be  described. 

Assignment  Description 


You  are  being  challenged  to  create  two  small  newspaper  “front  pages”  that  contain  an  article  covering  the  same 
j political  protest.  The  two  front  pages  will  embrace  opposing  perspectives  of  the  event.  For  this  assignment  you  may 
! wish  to  choose  one  of  the  following  events: 

• the  Caledonia  Land  Claims  Protest 

I • Berkeley  Riots  (1970) 

' • Ipperwash  Crisis  (1995) 

I • the  Selma  to  Montgomery  March  (1965) 

; • Seattle  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO)  Conference  Protests  (1999) 

• Vancouver  Asia-Pacific  Economic  Cooperation  (APEC)  Conference  Protests  (1997) 

i ‘a  similar  protest  or  confrontation  of  your  own  choosing,  subject  to  pre-approval  by  your  teacher 

I Presentation  of  Perspectives 

, Front  Page  1 : Take  the  perspective  of  those  who  are  supportive  of  the  acts  of  protest  and/or  dissent  associated  with 
I the  event. 

, Front  Page  2:  Take  the  perspective  of  those  who  are  supportive  of  the  acts  taken  by  government  and  legal  authorities  to 
maintain  law  and  order. 
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Requirements 

Each  front  page  should  contain  these  items: 

• an  original  title  for  the  article  that  implies  the  perspective  taken  by  the  story’s  writer 

• an  investigative  report  that,  while  factual,  presents  a perspective  on  events  and  issues  that  is  generally 
sympathetic  to  one  side  in  the  dispute.  Remember,  however,  this  must  be  done  subtly.  The  objective  is  to  write 
a story  that  is  biased  to  one  side  but  is  not  a blatant  opinion  piece.  This  is  a “hard  news”  article,  not  an  editorial. 
Review  the  Communication  and  Media  Literacy  section  of  the  rubric  that  follows  for  more  insight. 

• Your  article  should  provide  all  information  typically  found  in  a newspaper  article  on  such  an  event,  including 
answers  to  these  questions: 

-Where  and  when  did  this  confrontation  occur? 

-What  are  the  central  issues  that  led  to  the  confrontation? 

-What  happened?  Specifically,  what  characteristics  of  the  confrontation  make  it  relevant  to  the  issue  of 
balancing  security  and  freedom  in  a liberal  democracy?  (Were  laws  broken?  Were  people  threatened  or  hurt? 
Were  rights  violated?) 

-Who  were  the  major  players  during  this  event,  and  what  were  their  objectives? 

- How  were  the  groups  involved  in  the  confrontation  affected? 

-Was  this  event  resolved?  Was  an  agreement  made?  Did  one  side  prevail?  Are  there  still  ongoing  issues  or 
tension? 

• To  really  bring  your  assignments  to  life,  include  quotations  and/or  accounts  from  demonstrators,  government 
officials,  or  eyewitnesses.  If  need  be,  these  quotations  and  the  individuals  quoted  may  be  fictional  as  long  as  the 
facts  they  relate  are  true  and  relevant  to  the  event.  Remember  the  perspective  of  the  front  page  as  you  craft  these 
quotations. 

• A visual  (such  as  a photo  or  a cartoon)  will  add  impact  and  interest  to  your  investigative  report.  Once  again,  the 
image  you  choose  should  reflect  the  particular  perspective  that  underlies  your  story. 

• Along  with  your  newspaper  front  page,  you  must  also  provide  your  teacher  with  a detailed  list  of  the  sources 
you  used  to  get  your  information.  Include  URLs  for  web  pages  and  the  names  of  any  publications  you  consulted 
as  well  as  the  publication  dates,  article  titles,  and  authors’  names. 

You  are  encouraged  to  use  a word-processing  or  page-layout  application  as  you  create  your  page  to  give  it  a 
professional  appearance. 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD.  A “Front  Page  Sample”  has  been  provided  to  give  you  an  idea  of  how  your 
layout  could  look. 


Alternatively,  you  could  create  a website  or,  if  you  have  the  time  and  access  to  video  equipment,  present  the  material 
as  an  anchorperson  on  the  set  of  the  nightly  news.  Consult  your  teacher  to  verify  which  of  these  options  is  acceptable. 


Assessment 

Go  to  the  Module  6 Assignment  Booklet  to  view  the  “Recognizing  Media  Perspectives”  rubric. 
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Section  2 Challenge 


I' 

[ Section  2 Summary 
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I In  this  section  you  were  given  the  task  of  examining  how  the  needs  for  security  and  freedom  must  be  balanced  in  a 
j liberal  democratic  society.  You  have  discovered  how,  in  times  of  conflict  or  civil  strife,  governments  sometimes  limit 
' rights  and  freedoms  to  deal  more  effectively  with  a perceived  threat  to  democracy  and  public  safety.  You  have  also 
[ studied  the  challenges  that  democratic  governments  face  when  dealing  with  dissent.  These  challenges  have  often  led 
I governments  to  take  controversial  actions  which,  from  the  perspective  of  some  people,  are  illiberal. 

I 

I The  insights  gained  in  Section  2 will  be  important  to  you.  Every  generation  living  within  a liberal  democracy  will 
,,  periodically  have  to  face  an  event  that  threatens  the  security  of  the  people  and  the  ideals  of  liberalism.  As  a citizen,  it 
is  in  your  interest  to  be  able  to  articulate  to  elected  officials  your  values  and  your  perspective  as  these  people  plan  for 
such  eventualities. 


Section  3 Introduction 


‘According  to  Mr.  Giles,  you’re  turning  the  street  into  Thunder  Road’  every  night.  Is  that  true?” 

“No  way!”  Nikki  protested.  “I’m  not  driving  up  and  down  the  street.  I come  home  from  my  ride  and  I park.  That’s  it.” 

“Well,  that  machine  is  obviously  purposely  designed  to  generate  noise  pollution,  and  it  sure  as  heck  does,  every  night  when  you 
drive  past  my  place,”  spat  Mr.  Giles.  “If  I had  my  way  ... .” 

Officer  Sanjah  held  up  a hand  to  quell  Mr.  Giles. 

“I’ll  handle  this,  Mark,”  she  offered.  “You  go  home  and  go  to  bed.” 

Mr.  Giles  mumbled  something  under  his  breath,  shot  a dirty  look  at  Nikki,  and  shuffled  off  toward  his  house. 

After  he’d  left.  Officer  Sanjah  said,  “Well,  Nikki,  it  looks 
like  your  bike’s  throaty  exhaust  is  drawing  some  unwanted 
attention.  As  much  as  I hate  to  admit  it,  Mr.  Giles  may  have  a 
point  here.  The  town  does  have  noise  bylaws,  and  your  bike 
did  have  a pretty  impressive  rumble  when  you  came  around 
the  corner  up  there.” 

“But  my  bike’s  supposed  to  sound  that  way,”  Nikki  objected. 

“It’s  just  got  stock  pipes.  It’s  not  like  I modified  it  to  make 
more  noise.” 

“I’m  afraid  that  doesn’t  matter.  Not  if  the  stock  configuration 
is  so  loud  that  it  disturbs  other  people.” 

Nikki’s  brow  furrowed  with  frustration. 

“I  tell  you  what,”  Officer  Sanjah  offered.  “Drop  by  the  station  ® Gii/i 251 2741 /Fotoiia 

tomorrow.  We’ve  got  a decibel  meter  there.  We’ll  rev  her  up  and  take  some  readings.  If  things  are  within  limits,  you’re  off  the  hook. 
If  not,  you’ll  have  to  look  at  replacing  the  pipes  on  the  bike  and  stay  off  the  streets  until  you  can  get  the  work  done.  Otherwise,  I’ll 
have  to  issue  a ticket.” 

“Okay,”  said  Nikki  grudgingly.  “But,  even  if  my  bike  passes  inspection,  you  know  darn  well  Giles  will  whine  to  the  town  council 
till  they  toughen  the  bylaw.  I just  don’t  see  where  Mr.  Crankypants  gets  off  telling  everyone  else  how  to  live.  I thought  this  was 
•supposed  to  be  a free  country.” 


What  do  you  think?  Is  Nikki’s  freedom  being  unfairly  curtailed  by  town  bylaws?  To  what  degree  should  Mr.  Giles, 
grumpy  though  he  may  be,  have  the  right  to  rest  undisturbed  by  noise  in  the  late  evening?  If  you  think  about  it,  the 
issues  at  play  here  go  way  beyond  questions  of  motorbikes  and  how  loud  is  too  loud.  This  is  just  one  example  of  how 
liberal  societies  must  try  to  strike  a balance  between  individual  freedom  and  group  welfare.  One  of  the  key  issues 
in  liberal  societies  is  determining  when  legislation  should  be  used  to  force  individuals  to  conform  to  an  established 
standard  or  norm  established  by  the  group. 

In  this  section  you  will  examine  how  the  present  interpretations  and  implementations  of  liberalism  generate  challenges 
that  force  liberal  societies  to  re-evaluate  and  revise  liberal  ideology.  For  example,  liberalism’s  longtime  emphasis 
on  economic  freedom  has  spawned  conditions  that,  for  some  people  at  least,  put  liberalism  at  odds  with  the  need 
to  protect  the  integrity  of  Earth’s  environment.  In  other  cases,  citizens  are  more  concerned  with  issues  of  personal 
and  societal  morality  and  individual  freedom.  As  citizens  bring  their  concerns  to  the  forefront,  liberal  societies 
must  determine  how  to  respond  to  issues  that  put  differing  liberal  ideals  in  conflict  with  one  another.  Your  study  of 
liberalism  to  this  point  has  revealed  it  to  be  a flexible  and  ever-changing  ideology,  but  how  should  it  change  next? 

In  this  section  you  will  be  answering  this  question: 

How  should  liberalism  continue  to  evolve? 
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Section  3:  The  Road  Ahead 


In  This  Section 

In  this  section  there  are  two  lessons  and  one  section  challenge. 

In  each  lesson  you  will  have  opportunities  to 

• examine  contemporary  challenges  to  the  accepted  understanding  and  practice  of  liberalism 

• reflect  on  how  liberalism  should  evolve 

Lesson  1 : Economic  Freedom  and  the  Environment 

In  this  lesson  you  will  examine  this  question:  To  what  extent  must  liberalism  evolve  to  address  global  environmental 
challenges?  And  you  will  look  at  the  issue  of  how  liberal  democracies  should  address  the  environmental  challenges 
brought  on  by  mass  consumerism. 

Lesson  2:  The  Challenge  of  Expanding  Rights 

You  will  explore  this  question:  To  what  extent  should  rights  be  expanded  beyond  the  status  quo?  Issues  are  raised 
when  liberal  democracies  are  challenged  by  those  citizens  demanding  new  rights  or  the  reinterpretation  of  existing 
ones. 

Section  3 Challenge:  Awareness  Campaign 

At  the  end  of  this  section  you  will  use  the  knowledge  acquired  from  the  lessons  and  you  will  take  on  the  role  of  a 
creative  executive  in  a public  relations  firm.  Your  task  will  be  to  create  a public  awareness  campaign  for  a client  who 
seeks  to  present  understandings  of  rights  within  a liberal  democracy. 
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Section  3 Introduction 


Outcomes 

In  this  section  you  will 

• appreciate  various  perspectives  regarding  the  viability  of  the  principles  of  liberalism 

• analyze  why  the  practices  of  governments  may  not  reflect  principles  of  liberalism 

• analyze  perspectives  on  the  imposition  of  the  principles  of  liberalism 

• evaluate  the  extent  to  which  governments  promote  individual  and  collective  rights 

• evaluate  the  extent  to  which  the  principles  of  liberalism  are  viable  in  the  context  of  contemporary  issues 

• analyze  perspectives  on  the  rights,  roles,  and  responsibilities  of  the  individual  during  times  of  conflict 

• analyze  the  extent  to  which  modem  liberalism  is  challenged  by  alternative  thought 

• analyze  perspectives  on  the  rights,  roles,  and  responsibilities  of  the  individual  in  a democratic  society 


I 
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• critical  thinking 

• creative  thinking 

0 ■ ■ an 

• decision  making 

• problem  solving 


• cooperation 

• conflict  resolution 

• consensus  building 

• respect  for  multiple 
perspectives 


Skills  ^ 
and 

Processes 

for 

Social 
, Studies  . 


• gathering  information 


• oral  literacy 


• organizing  information 

• analyzing  and 
evaluating  information 


• written  literacy 

• visual  literacy 

• media  literacy 
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Module  6:  The  Challenges  of  Liberalism 


Section  3:  The  Road  Ahead 


Lesson  1 : Economic  Freedom  and  the  Environment 

Get  Focused 

Classical  liberalism  changed  the  way  in  which  people 
viewed  the  world,  both  politically  and  economically. 

Physiocrats,  such  as  Adam  Smith,  championed  the  concept 
of  individual  economic  freedom.  The  adoption  of  this 
ideal,  in  conjunction  with  the  technological  advances  of 
the  Industrial  Revolution,  has  led  to  remarkable  advances 
in  the  human  condition  in  many  parts  of  the  world. 

Constant  interplay  between  consumers  and  business  has 
resulted  in  the  development  of  new  products  that  have 
made  life  better  for  untold  millions.  Competition  for 
consumer  dollars  led  companies  to  seek  out  ever  better 
ways  to  put  more  goods  into  more  people’s  hands  for 
less  money.  For  their  part,  buyers  often  demonstrate  a 
remarkable  willingness  to  spend  money  for  the  biggest,  the 
best,  or  the  most  stylish  new  product  that  corporations  can 
offer. 


In  most  liberal  democracies,  the  free  market  has 
produced  a land  of  plenty  where  consumerism  serves 
as  the  economic  lifeblood  of  the  nation.  This  massive 
consumption  of  goods  and  services  has  not  happened 
without  consequence,  however.  Some  would  argue  that  the 

individualism  and  economic  freedom  that  have  for  so  long  been  at  the  heart  of  liberal  ideology  have  exacted  a terrible 
toll  on  Earth. 
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There  is  an  undeniable  link  between  consumerism  and  environmental  concerns,  such 
as  air  and  water  pollution,  species  extinction,  and  habitat  destruction.  In  recent  years, 
evidence  of  human-induced  climate  change  has  led  to  warnings  of  an  environmental 
disaster  of  global  scope  and  consequence.  As  humanity  is  presented  with  twenty-first-century 
environmental  challenges  of  its  own  making,  many  people  question  whether  liberalism  can 
continue  with  business  as  usual. 

Over  two  centuries,  the  body  of  ideals  that  comprises  liberalism  has  been  expanding. 

Some  people  argue  that  this  collection  of  ideals  should  include  the  right  to  a healthy  environment  and  a habitable 
planet.  This  vision  of  liberalism’s  future,  though  clearly  laudable,  is  often  at  odds  with  traditional  understandings  of 
citizens’  rights  to  define  and  pursue  their  own  individual  visions  of  happiness  and  well-being. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  this  question: 

To  what  extent  must  liberalism  evolve  to  address  global  environmental  challenges? 

This  lesson  will  take  approximately  one  80-minute  period  to  complete. 
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consumerism:  a 

preoccupation  with  the 
purchasing  and  accumulation 
of  material  goods 

climate  change:  a change  or 
alteration  in  long-term  global 
weather  patterns 


Lesson  1 : Economic  Freedom  and  the  Environment 

Explore 


“What  is  the  use  of  a house  if  you  haven’t  got  a tolerable  planet  to  put  it  on?” 

— Henry  David  Thoreau  (1817-1862) 


Due  to  the  economic  freedom  created  by  the  introduction  of  classical  liberalism,  the  world  has  put  itself  in  a strange 
predicament.  The  introduction  of  economic  freedoms  accelerated  the  economic  development  of  the  world  and  led  to 
a higher  standard  of  living  in  the  developed  world.  But  this  lifestyle  has  also  led  to  environmental  damage  that,  left 
unchecked,  will  cause  a decrease  in  quality  of  life. 


Pause  and  Reflect 

Consider  the  potential  consequences  if  prolonged  droughts  in  the  world’s  prime  agricultural  areas  became  common  or  if 
traditionally  rich  fishing  grounds  became  ocean  “dead  zones.”  How  might  environmental  catastrophe  lead  to  the  erosion  of  liberal 
values  around  the  globe? 


Read 

In  Perspectives  on  Ideology,  read  pages  417  to  422.  For  each  heading  used  in  those  pages  (“Consumerism  as  a Liberal 
Issue,”  “Unanticipated  Consequences  of  Liberalism,”  and  “Environmental  Change  and  Activism”),  you  are  to  create  a 
set  of  newspaper  headlines  and  subheadings  that  summarize  the  main  points  of  the  section. 

Q ^ Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD.  You  may  record  your  work  on  headings  and  subheadings  in  the  “Headlines  Template.” 

I ^ 1 A sample  of  a headline  and  subheading  has  been  provided.  Place  your  completed  work  in  your  portfolio. 

Your  teacher  may  wish  to  check  it  to  verify  completion.  As  well,  you  may  find  the  document  useful  when 
you  take  on  the  section  challenge. 

You  will  encounter  these  terms  in  your  textbook  reading:  environmental  change  and  environmental  change:  a 
greenhouse  gas  emissions.  change  in  the  natural  world 

greenhouse  gas  emissions: 

releases  of  carbon  dioxide, 
methane,  and  other  gases 
that  tend  to  trap  the  Sun’s 
heat  in  Earth’s  atmosphere 
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Module  6;  The  Challenges  of  Liberalism 


Read 

As  you  just  read,  the  liberalization  of  trade  and  increasing  consumerism  has  had  significant  environmental 
consequences.  In  recent  years  it  has  become  abundantly  clear  that  these  consequences  are  now  global  in  scope. 

To  gain  insight  into  the  international  response  to  looming  environmental  crises,  read  Perspectives  on  Ideology,  starting 
on  page  423  at  the  heading  “The  Kyoto  Protocol.”  End  your  reading  at  “Voices”on  page  426.  Also  read  from  page  282, 
beginning  at  the  heading  “Canada  and  Carbon  Tax,”  and  end  at  the  bottom  of  page  283. 

As  you  work  through  each  reading,  note  how  environmental  goals  are  sometimes  in  conflict  with  economic  goals. 

You  will  encounter  these  terms  in  your  textbook  reading:  global  warming:  an  increase  in  the  average  temperature  of 

global  warming  and  Kyoto  Protocol.  atmosphere 

Kyoto  Protocol:  a legally  binding  international  plan  to  reduce 
greenhouse  gas  emissions 


Pause  and  Reflect 

In  the  face  of  climate  change,  should  wealthy  liberal  democracies  commit  to  rapid  (and  potentially  economically  painful) 
decreases  in  their  own  greenhouse  gas  emissions  to  head  off  climate  change?  Would  it  be  better  to  accept  climate  change  as  an 
inevitability  and  concentrate  more  on  helping  the  poorer  nations  that  will  suffer  most  from  its  effects? 


Understanding  and  Responding 

In  Perspectives  on  Ideology,  turn  to  the  “Voices”  section  on  pages  426  and  427.  Using  the  sources  provided  and  the 
information  you  acquired  from  this  lesson,  answer  questions  1 and  2 on  page  427.  Make  sure  you  respond  in  complete 
sentences  and  in  paragraph  form. 

Place  your  completed  questions  in  your  portfolio.  Your  teacher  may  ask  you  to  submit  your  answers  to  verify 
completion,  check  your  understanding  of  the  concepts,  and  provide  feedback. 
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Lesson  1 : Economic  Freedom  and  the  Environment 


Individual  Economic  Choices  and  Their  Global  Impact:  A Complex  Issue 

In  your  readings  you  have  explored  the  links  between  liberalism’s  approach  to  economics  and  the  issues  of  global 
disparity  and  environmental  degradation.  Upon  learning  of  these  issues,  some  people  in  liberal  democracies  have 
resolved  to  modify  their  attitudes  and  lifestyles  to  help  address  the  problems.  Breaking  the  consumerist  habit, 
however,  may  require  personal  sacrifice  and  a lowering  of  expectations  regarding  lifestyle.  Even  then,  deciding  what 
changes  to  make  may  not  always  be  as  straightforward  as  it  seems  on  the  surface. 


' One  approach  to  combat  global  warming  that  has  been 
^gaining  popularity  involves  changing  buying  habits 
related  to  food.  Advocates  of  this  approach  note  that 
in  wealthy  countries,  many  of  the  foods  available  in 
I supermarkets  are  often  shipped  thousands  of  kilometres, 
' a study  undertaken  in  2001  by  the  Leopold  Center  for 
Sustainable  Agriculture  looked  at  the  distances  various 
foods  had  to  travel  to  end  up  on  supermarket  shelves  in 
I Chicago,  Illinois. 

EGo  to  the  multimedia  DVD.  Read  the  study 
“How  Far  Do  Your  Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Travel?” 


The  term  food  miles  is  commonly  used  to  describe  the  distance  food  travels  from  producer  to  consumer.  Some 
environmentalists  point  out  that,  because  virtually  all  modes  of  transportation  require  the  burning  of  fossil  fuels,  there 
is  a direct  link  between  food  miles  and  the  emission  of  greenhouse  gases.  It  follows,  then,  that  an  individual’s  carbon 
footprint  could  be  reduced  significantly  if  the  individual  confined  food  purchases  to  items  that  are  available  locally. 

• Some  people  have  even  suggested  that  consumers  limit  food  choices  to  those  items  that  can  be  produced  within 
100  miles  (160  km)  of  their  home.  According  to  proponents,  such  a 100-mile  diet  consumes  “17  times  less  oil  and  gas 
than  a typical  diet  based  on  food  shipped  across  the  country.” 


Pause  and  Reflect 


Take  a moment  to  think  about  the  meals  and  snacks  you’ve  consumed  in  the  last  day  or  two.  What  foods  would  have  to  be 
eliminated  from  your  diet  to  confine  your  purchases  to  those  produced  within  160  km  of  your  home? 


Imagine  that,  as  a means  of  combating  global  warming,  governments  implemented  such  a food-sourcing  plan  on 
a nation-wide  scale.  Try  to  envision  some  of  the  effects  of  legislation  that  restricted  consumers  to  purchasing  only 
locally  grown  foodstuffs.  If  possible,  discuss  the  issue  with  a fellow  student,  a friend,  a parent,  or  another  individual. 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD.  Use  the  chart  “Implementing  the  100-Mile  Diet”  to  gather  ideas  and  record 
some  of  your  insights. 
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Module  6:  The  Challenges  of  Liberalism 


Pause  and  Reflect 


Do  you  have  a right  to  chocolate?  To  coffee?  To  tropical  fruits  and  fresh  vegetables  in  the  middle  of  a Canadian  winter?  If  the 
government,  as  an  environmental  measure,  did  bring  in  a law  that  restricted  consumers  to  buying  foods  produced  within  160  km 
of  their  homes,  would  you  accept  such  a measure  as  a justifiable  restriction  of  your  consumer  rights?  What  arguments  would  you 
use  to  justify  your  position? 


Limiting  food  choices  to  items  produced  locally  might  require  you  to  give  up  some  luxury  foods,  but  when  one 
considers  how  many  miles  those  foods  must  be  shipped,  it  seems  obvious  that  it  would  be  an  effective  means  of 
curbing  CO^  emissions.  Or  would  it? 

If  there  is  one  lesson  that  you  have  learned  from  your  studies  so  far,  it  is  that  there  are  usually  at  least  two  sides  to 
every  issue.  Before  you  accept  a policy  or  proposal  at  face  value,  it  is  worthwhile  to  do  some  research  and  engage  in 
some  critical  thinking  about  the  arguments  supporting  the  policy.  In  this  case,  for  example,  some  researchers  contend 
that  a simple  calculation  of  food  miles  does  not  paint  a complete  picture  of  the  environmental  cost  of  food  production. 

a Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  read  “Will  Buying  Food  Locally  Save  the  Planet?”  to  get  another 
perspective  on  the  issue. 


Your  Money,  Your  Planet,  Your  Problem 

Clearly,  the  issues  surrounding  consumerism  are  complex.  There  is  overwhelming  scientific  evidence,  however, 
that  the  unbridled  production  and  consumption  of  goods  is  having  a significant  impact  on  Earth’s  environment.  As 
the  economic  values  of  liberalism  take  hold  in  places  like  China,  with  a population  of  over  one  billion  people,  the 
environmental  toll  will  only  grow. 

You  will  have  to  live  with  the  consequences,  but  you  have  the  power  to  take  action  to  address  the  problem.  You  can  do 
so  by  making  informed  decisions  when  purchasing  goods  and  taking  into  account  the  environmental  impact  of  your 
choices.  You  can  educate  others  and  encourage  them  to  follow  your  example.  And,  as  you  will  see  in  Module  7,  you 
can  ally  yourself  with  like-minded  people,  perhaps  even  taking  on  a leadership  role. 

Lesson  1 Summary 

In  this  lesson  you  considered  this  question:  To  what  extent  must  liberalism  evolve  to  address  global  environmental 
challenges?  This  is  related  to  the  section  question:  How  should  liberalism  continue  to  evolve? 

You  have  seen  how  individual  economic  freedoms  under  liberalism  have  contributed  to  rampant  consumerism  and 
environmental  degradation.  You  also  studied  how  liberal  democracies,  including  Canada,  have  tried  to  respond, 
with  varying  degrees  of  success,  by  using  national  and  international  plans,  such  as  the  Kyoto  Protocol.  These  liberal 
democracies  are  attempting  to  address  the  environmental  impacts  of  two  centuries  of  relatively  unfettered  economic 
activity. 

Perhaps  most  importantly,  you  have  begun  to  evaluate  your  own  individual  impact  on  the  environment.  You  have 
attempted  to  reach  some  conclusions  with  respect  to  how  to  balance  individual  economic  freedom  with  a need  to 
protect  the  planet  you  share  with  the  rest  of  humanity. 
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Section  3:  The  Road  Ahead 


Lesson  2:  The  Challenge  of  Expanding  Rights 

Get  Focused 

I The  ideals  of  liberalism  have  evolved  significantly  over  time.  At  the  outset,  liberals 
1 were  focused  primarily  on  protecting  the  right  to  own  property  and  the  right  of  the 
I people  to  have  a say  in  their  own  governance.  As  the  years  passed,  the  rights  afforded 
jto  people  under  liberalism  increased.  Over  the  years,  in  most  liberal  democracies, 
jracial,  ethnic,  and  religious  minorities  have  obtained  the  right  to  vote  and  run  for 
loffice.  The  same  rights  have  been  granted  to  women.  Laws  protecting  minority  and 
individual  rights  are  now  common  in  the  constitutions  of  most  democracies. 

i 

IDespite  these  changes,  issues  of  minority  and  individual  rights  continue  to  challenge 
liberal  democracies.  Some  minorities  contend  that  their  freedom  continues  to  be 
jrestricted  by  legal  measures  that  enforce  the  values  of  the  majority.  Their  opponents 
'argue  that  the  cohesiveness  of  society  is  being  increasingly  undermined  as  the 
long-held  moral  codes  and  foundational  beliefs  of  the  majority  are  compromised  for 
the  sake  of  minority  rights.  © Barcabioo/2720671/Fotoiia 


euthanasia:  the  deliberale  D 
killing  of  an  ill  person  with 
1'^  the  intent  of  ending  his  or  her 
suffering 

polygamy:  a practice  in 
I which  an  individual  has  more 
than  one  spouse 


Certainly,  contemporary  issues  such  as  euthanasia,  polygamy,  and  gay  marriage 
challenge  governments  and  societies  to  continually  evaluate  the  precepts  of  liberalism. 
As  a citizen  of  a liberal  democracy,  you  have  a vested  interest  in  having  and  expressing 
an  informed  opinion  on  issues  of  minority  and  individual  rights.  The  decisions  made 
regarding  these  issues  will  shape  the  society  you  live  in.  These  decisions  have  the 
potential  to  personally  affect  you,  your  family,  and  your  friends. 


In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  this  question: 

To  what  extent  should  rights  be  expanded  beyond  the  status  quo? 


Assignment 


• A Letter  to  the  Prime  Minister 


This  lesson  will  take  approximately  one  80-minute  period  to  complete. 


55 


Module  6:  The  Challenges  of  Liberalism 


Explore 


“Nothing  is  more  difficult,  and  therefore  more  precious,  than  to  be  able  to  decide.” 

— Napoleon  Bonaparte 


Extending  rights  beyond  the  status  quo  obviously  requires  a change  from  what  already  exists.  As  a result,  issues  of 
this  nature  are  often  framed  as  a conflict  between  people  who  characterize  themselves  as  liberal  and  those  who  see 
themselves  as  conservative. 


Read 


In  Perspectives  on  Ideology,  read  from  page  286,  starting  at  the  heading  “Neo-Conservatism  and  Morality”  and  ending 
at  the  heading  “Government  Limitations  on  Religious  Practices”  on  page  288.  Then  read  from  page  290,  starting  at  th( 
heading  “Political  Influence  of  the  Christian  Right”  and  ending  at  the  bottom  of  page  291.  As  you  read  these  sections 
of  the  textbook,  make  notes  in  a form  that  suits  you.  Record  any  new  terminology  or  insights  provided  by  the  reading. 
Place  your  notes  in  your  portfolio  as  a study  resource. 


Pause  and  Reflect 


Is  it  possible  for  schools  to  teach  children  to  accept  the  rights  of  people  who  hold  different  religious  and  moral  beliefs  without 
causing  those  children  to  question  their  own  religious  beliefs?  Should  parents  be  able  to  withdraw  their  children  from  classes  that 
try  to  promote  an  understanding  and  tolerance  of  differing  religious  and  social  practices?  How  might  this  affect  society? 


Religion,  Liberalism,  and  the  Law 


As  suggested  by  the  reading  you  just  completed,  religious  beliefs  can  be  the  foundation  of  conflict  between 
conservatives,  who  seek  to  maintain  and  promote  a particular  system  of  values,  and  liberals,  who  advocate  greater 
acceptance  of  alternative  value  systems.  There  are  instances,  however,  where  it  is  actually  a group’s  religious  beliefs 
that  challenge  governments  to  extend  rights  beyond  the  status  quo.  Such  is  the  case  with  religious  groups  that  practise 
polygamy. 


Read 

In  Perspectives  on  Ideology,  read  all  of  pages  292  and  293. 
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The  Issue  of  Rights  and  the  Protection  of  the  Vuinerabie 

Some  liberals  might  contend  that  in  a society  that  truly  protects  individual  rights,  it  is 
reasonable  for  consenting  adults  to  enter  into  a polygamous  union  without  restrictions. 
Other  liberals,  however,  point  to  the  realities  of  life  in  places  like  Bountiful, 

British  Columbia.  They  argue  that  many  polygamist  groups  live  in  closed  societies 
where  religious  indoctrination  and  social  pressure  leave  people,  especially  young 
women,  with  few  real  options  but  to  enter  into  a polygamous  union  at  a very  young 
age.  In  such  a case,  some  critics  note,  the  personal  freedoms  and  choices  offered 
by  liberalism  are  not  truly  extended  to  these  young  people.  These  critics  would 
likely  claim  that  sanctioning  such  polygamous  unions  on  the  basis  that  they  are  an 
individual  or  religious  right  would  actually  run  counter  to  the  fundamental  principles 
iof  liberalism. 


© robybret/9323447/Fotolia 


* Pause  and  Reflect 


Under  what  circumstances  should  governments  step  in  to  protect  children  whose  parents  engage  in  controversial  or  unorthodox 
religious  or  social  practices?  Should  governments  attempt  to  protect  vulnerable  adults  who  fall  under  the  sway  of  charismatic  but 
controversial  religious  leaders?  How  should  society  determine  which  religious  doctrines,  cultural  traditions,  and  personal  lifestyle 
choices  are  to  be  tolerated  and  which  ones  are  not? 


The  Right  to  Die 

The  one  certainty  that  all  people  have  is  that  this  journey  called  life  inevitably  ends.  For  those  people  who  are 
i terminally  ill,  a diminishing  quality  of  life  sometimes  leads  to  considerations  about  the  quality  of  their  death.  They 
^ may  wish  to  not  prolong  the  inevitable,  but  to  meet  death  on  their  own  terms  at  a time  of  their  own  choosing. 

j In  such  circumstances,  some  people  would  welcome  the  assistance  of  medical  professionals  in  providing  the  means 
I to  end  their  lives  quickly  and  painlessly.  For  liberal  societies  that  view  the  right  to  life  as  a foundational  belief,  such 
j requests  often  prove  problematic. 

I 
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y 

WHV  Discover 

Go  to  a search  engine.  Copy  and  paste  or  type  in  the  following  group  of  key  words:  “cbc  Canada  story  2009/02/09 
F-assisted-suicide.” 

Click  the  appropriate  link  returned  by  your  search  engine,  and  read  the  article  “The  fight  for  the  right  to  die.”  As  you 
read,  answer  these  questions  to  help  clarify  and  solidify  the  issues  for  yourself. 

Article  Questions 

1 . What  is  the  difference  between  doctor-assisted  suicide  and  euthanasia? 

2.  What  are  the  arguments  for  and  against  legalizing  assisted  suicide? 

3.  What  are  the  key  points  of  the  laws  governing  assisted  suicide  in  Canada? 

4.  What  are  the  key  points  of  the  laws  governing  assisted  suicide  in  the  United  States? 

5.  What  nations  have  made  assisted  suicide  legal,  and  what  safeguards  are  built  into  their  laws? 

When  finished,  place  your  answers  in  your  portfolio.  These  answers  will  possibly  help  you  with  the  completion  of  the 
lesson  assignment. 

Discover 

The  case  that  involved  Sue  Rodriguez,  mentioned  in  the  article  you  just  read,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
right-to-die  cases  in  Canadian  history.  Rodriguez  sought  changes  to  Canada’s  Criminal  Code  that  would  allow 
individuals,  without  fear  of  prosecution,  to  assist  terminally  ill  patients  in  committing  suicide.  In  1991  she  took  her 
fight  all  the  way  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada. 

To  gain  further  insight  into  the  Supreme  Court’s  decision  and  the  arguments  for  and  against  assisted  suicide,  review 
audio  and  audio-visual  clips  related  to  the  event  by  conducting  the  following  guided  search. 

Use  a search  engine  and  type  in  or  paste  in  the  following  string  of  keywords:  “cbc.ca  digital  archives  Politics  Rights 
and  Freedoms  Right-to-Die.”  Click  the  appropriate  link  returned  by  your  search  engine  and  review  the  related  video 
clips  entitled  “Designer  death  vs.  merciful  end”  and  “Rodriguez  chooses  suicide.”  If  you  wish,  you  may  view  or  listen 
to  other  clips  presented  on  the  website. 
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Q 

Discussion 

Discuss  the  following  questions  with  a peer,  a teacher,  or  a parent.  If  you  are  discussing  these  questions  with  someone 
who  has  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  case,  you  may  want  to  have  them  watch  the  clip  you  have  reviewed.  Or  you  may 
need  to  explain  the  issues  involved  before  you  begin. 

1.  Sue  Rodriguez’s  legal  arguments  were  founded  on  the  premise  that  the  existing  law  regarding  assisted  suicide 
violated  her  constitutional  rights.  Do  you  believe  this  is  true?  If  so,  what  specific  right  or  rights  in  the 
Canadian  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms  were  being  denied? 

2.  If  people  are  not  harming  anyone  else,  should  they  be  free  to  choose  what  they  want  to  do  with  their  own  bodies, 
or  should  the  government  be  able  to  tell  them  what  they  can  do?  What  other  issues  besides  assisted  suicide  might 

i be  affected  by  government  legislation  in  this  matter? 

3.  It  is  common  knowledge  that  Sue  Rodriguez  ultimately  did  end  her  life  through  assisted  suicide.  Her  autopsy 

I revealed  that  she  died  from  the  effects  of  two  powerful  drugs,  both  available  only  by  prescription.  An  unnamed 

I doctor  and  a Canadian  MP  were  at  her  bedside  when  she  died.  If  their  identity  is  ever  determined,  do  you  think 

I they  should  be  charged?  They  did,  after  all,  violate  the  law,  even  if  it  may  appear  to  some  that  the  law  is  unjust. 
Are  good  intentions  a justifiable  excuse  for  breaking  the  law? 

I Euthanasia:  The  Right  to  End  Someone  Else’s  Pain 

As  you  have  read,  one  of  the  fears  of  those  people  opposed  to  doctor-assisted  suicide  is  that  it  will  lead  to  acts  of 
euthanasia  in  which  others  make  the  ultimate  decision  to  end  the  life  of  someone  who  is  in  pain  from  an  illness. 

Q 

I Discover 

Using  the  Internet,  research  the  case  of  Robert  Latimer  and  his  daughter,  Tracy.  While  there  are  some  similarities  with 
the  Sue  Rodriguez  case,  there  are  also  some  crucial  differences.  As  you  read,  think  about  the  answers  to  the  following 
I questions: 

I • What  are  the  similarities  and  differences  between  Robert  Latimer’s  actions  and  those  of  Sue  Rodriguez’s 
j physician? 

i 

j • What  are  the  main  issues  that  arose  out  of  the  actions  taken  by  Latimer? 

I • Why  would  some  people  in  the  disabled  community  be  opposed  to  leniency  for  Latimer? 

• Do  you  think  Latimer  was  justified  in  his  actions?  Why  or  why  not? 
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Assignment 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  view  the  instructions  for  the  assignment  “A  Letter  to  the  Prime  Minister.’ 
A “Letter  Template”with  relevant  contact  information  has  been  provided  to  help  you  get  started. 


Assessment 


Go  to  the  Module  6 Assignment  Booklet  to  view  the  rubric. 


Lesson  2 Summary 


In  this  lesson  you  explored  this  question:  To  what  extent 
should  rights  be  expanded  beyond  the  status  quo? 

You  examined  some  of  the  issues  that  have  arisen  as  the 
concept  of  individual  rights  continues  to  evolve  under 
liberalism.  Liberal  democracies  are  challenged  with 
striking  a balance  between  protecting  those  who  cannot 
protect  themselves  and  affording  individuals  the  freedom 
to  live  their  lives  on  their  own  terms. 

The  task  of  finding  this  balance  is  further  complicated  by 
those  people  who  resist  the  extension  of  rights  beyond 
the  status  quo.  These  people  argue  that  liberalism  has 
already  sacrificed  too  many  important  moral  values 
for  the  sake  of  advancing  individualism.  In  completing 
the  assignment  for  this  lesson,  you  have  begun  to 
formulate  your  own  opinions  regarding  if  and  how 
liberalism  should  continue  to  evolve.  This  formulation 
of  your  opinion  on  the  lesson  question  is  an  important 
achievement  because  your  engagement  in  the  important 
issues  of  the  day  will  be  fundamental  to  your  ability  to 
influence  the  society  in  which  you  live. 
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Section  3 Challenge 


Awareness  Campaign 


Stephen  Sweet/1717417/Fotolia 


The  lessons  in  Section  3 examined  some  of  the  challenges  faced  by  liberal  democratic  governments.  This  section 
challenge  will  require  you  to  tackle  one  of  the  thorny  issues  pressuring  liberalism  to  continue  evolving  and  changing. 
You  will  take  on  the  role  of  the  creative  director  in  a public  relations  firm.  Your  firm  has  a reputation  for  working  with 
pressure  groups  that  seek  to  gain  public  support. 

Your  boss  has  recently  taken  on  several  different  clients  with  concerns  about  various  rights  issues.  These  clients  are 
all  paying  for  awareness  campaigns  designed  to  generate  public  support  for  their  cause.  Because  you  are  one  of  the 
company’s  most  talented  employees,  your  boss  has  given  you  first  pick  of  the  accounts. 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  view  “Challenge  Issues.”  You  can  meet  the  various  clients  and  hear  about 
their  causes  and  concerns. 
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Step  1 : Initial  Preparation 


Your  firm  is  one  of  the  most  successful  advertising 
agencies  in  the  country,  and  your  company  is  particularly 
well  known  for  its  compelling  and  convincing  awareness 
campaigns  and  public  service  announcements.  Part 
of  that  success  comes  from  the  methodology  used  to 
develop  such  a campaign.  You  will  have  to  follow  this 
methodology. 


Go  to  the  Module  6 Assignment  Booklet  and  view  the 
“Awareness  Campaign,”  followed  by  the  “Strategy  Sheet.” 
Use  the  sheet  to  record  your  methodology. 


Methodology 


©Yuri  Arcurs/5430894/Fotolia 


Take  a moment  to  identify  and  clarify  your  client’s  issue.  In  your  own  words,  record  the  objective  of  your  awareness 
campaign  by  making  a clear  reference  to  the  campaign’s  key  issue.  Record  your  statement  on  the  Strategy  Sheet. 

Step  2:  Identify  the  Appeal 

Most  citizens  who  live  in  a liberal  democracy  develop  a strong  sense  of  the  importance  of  rights.  Past  awareness 
campaigns  have  capitalized  on  this  factor  by  promoting  change  as  a rights  issue.  Your  first  task  is  to  strategize  how 
you  will  frame  your  client’s  issue  as  a rights  issue. 

To  work  on  this  strategy,  you  must  call  upon  all  of  your  knowledge  about  the  theories  and  established  ideals  of 
liberalism.  On  the  Strategy  Sheet,  list  all  of  the  possible  ways  your  client’s  issue  can  be  presented  as  a right  that 
should  be  guaranteed  in  a liberal  democracy.  Where  possible,  make  specific  reference  to  the  ideals  of  well-known 
liberal  philosophers,  established  documents  that  codify  human  rights,  and  historical  events  that  established  similar 
precedents  for  the  advancement  or  protection  of  rights. 

Step  3:  Tactical  Analysis 

Many  of  your  firm’s  earliest  awareness  campaigns  were  not  as  successful  as  hoped.  Your  firm  tried  to  assess  what 
went  wrong.  It  became  clear  that,  in  planning  the  unsuccessful  campaign,  little  consideration  had  been  given  to  the 
arguments  of  those  people  or  groups  who  might  oppose  the  campaign.  Rival  awareness  campaigns  were  able  to  poke 
huge  holes  in  the  reasoning  put  forth  in  the  campaigns  produced  by  your  firm. 

Since  then,  all  campaign  teams  are  required  to  do  a tactical  analysis  of  pressure  groups  that  stand  in  opposition  to  the 
client’s  position  and  beliefs.  By  identifying  the  arguments  against  the  client’s  position,  more  recent  campaigns  have 
been  able  to  predict  and  somewhat  mitigate  the  damage  done  by  opposing  awareness  campaigns. 

On  the  Strategy  Sheet,  record  all  the  potential  arguments  against  your  client’s  campaign  issue.  Many  of  these  opposing 
arguments  will  also  claim  a foundation  in  liberal  ideals  and  theories.  Where  possible,  develop  a response  to  the 
arguments.  Some  of  the  views  will  be  difficult  or  impossible  to  refute — this  is  to  be  expected.  Do  your  best. 
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IStep  4:  Research 


Facts  and  figures,  as  well  as  references  to  historical  events  that  illustrate  why  your  client’s  issue  is  important,  help 
to  strengthen  your  campaign.  You  may  use  the  Internet,  books,  magazines  and  newspapers,  or  other  sources  of 
information  to  do  your  research.  Make  sure  to  record  the  sources  of  your  information  in  the  appropriate  section  on  the 
jStrategy  Sheet.  You  will  need  to  provide  this  data  in  your  finished  campaign  piece. 

Step  5:  Campaign  Development 


Now  that  you  have  a sense  of  the  arguments  in  favour  of  your  client’s  push  for  rights,  the  arguments  against  it,  and 
supporting  evidence  and  examples,  you  are  ready  to  craft  your  campaign.  Your  client  has  enough  money  to  use  two 
different  means  to  deliver  the  message.  You  must  create  one  creative  piece  from  each  of  Group  A and  Group  B. 
Remember  that  the  purpose  of  all  creative  pieces  is  to  inform  the  public  about  your  client’s  issue  and  to  gamer  public 
support  for  changes  to  the  constitution  and  existing  laws,  or  to  spur  the  creation  of  new  laws. 

jjGroup  A 

r 

• an  informational  brochure 
ii  • a website 


ifGroup  B 

1 • a poster  (This  can  be  a paper  hard  copy  or  one  that  is  digitally  produced.) 

S • an  advertising  billboard  (This  can  be  a paper  mock-up  or  a digitally  produced  image.) 

I»  a 30-second  radio  spot  (This  can  be  a script  or  an  actual  audio  file.) 

• a 30-second  television  commercial  (This  can  be  a storyboard  or  an  actual  video  file.) 

When  choosing  your  media  items  and  formats,  make  sure  you  realistically  assess  your  skills  and  time  constraints. 
IChallenge  yourself,  but  don’t  get  into  a situation  where  a focus  on  the  technical  aspects  of  producing  the  piece 
(undermines  the  content  and  the  message.  Also,  prior  to  starting,  confirm  with  your  teacher  which  formats  listed  are 
, acceptable. 

^Assessment 

i 

(Go  to  the  Module  6 Assignment  Booklet. 
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Section  3 Summary 


© Anyka/4577826/Fotolia 


In  thinking  about  the  section  question,  you  considered  how  liberalism  should  evolve  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  citizens 
in  liberal  democracies.  The  question  is,  How  should  liberalism  continue  to  evolve? 

You  have  examined  how  the  economic  ideals  of  liberalism  have  contributed  to  unanticipated  problems,  such  as  mass 
consumerism,  and,  in  turn,  environmental  issues.  The  economic  freedom  that  has  often  been  credited  with  improving 
the  lives  of  millions  of  people  around  the  globe  may  also  be  threatening  the  survival  of  millions.  The  task  of 
determining  whether  liberal  economic  ideals  need  a complete  reworking,  or  just  a simple  refocusing,  will  fall  largely 
to  your  generation. 

You  also  explored  some  challenges  democratic  governments  face  in  defining  the  limits  of  individual  rights  and 
freedoms.  In  some  situations  the  fundamental  principles  of  liberalism  conflict,  and  this  conflict  presents  societies  wit! 
issues  that  have  no  easy  solutions. 

Questions  concerning  the  rights  of  individuals  to  speed  their  own  death,  to  enter  into  non-traditional  relationships, 
or  to  instill  their  own  beliefs  in  their  children — though  these  beliefs  may  differ  from  the  mainstream — can  challenge 
governments  and  the  courts. 

Many  of  these  challenges  transcend  legal  and  regulatory  concerns  because  they  also  have  ethical  and  moral 
implications.  The  decisions  made  by  governments,  the  courts,  and  by  citizens  like  you  through  your  participation  in 
the  democratic  process,  will  undoubtedly  see  liberal  ideology  continue  to  adapt  and  change  to  address  new  concerns 
and  new  perspectives. 
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Source  Analysis 

d 

This  module  examines  the  many  challenges  faced  by  liberal  democracies  as  they 
mdeavour  to  put  liberal  ideals  into  practice  in  the  real  world.  By  completing  the  lessons 
I in  this  module,  you  will  have  the  required  knowledge  to  provide  an  informed  response 
llto  the  module  question:  What  challenges  are  presented  in  attempting  to  put  liberal 
I theories  into  practice? 

j|Your  module  challenge  is  to  examine  three  different  sources  that  relate  to  a challenge 
' facing  liberal  democracies.  Sources  provided  may  include  cartoons,  charts,  graphs, 

!|quotes,  photographs,  paintings,  and  maps,  all  of  which  are  related  to  the  issues  covered 
in  this  module. 

© michelangelus/12420881/Fotolia 

, You  are  to  create  a written  response  in  which  you  interpret  each  of  the  three  sources  provided,  explain  the  ideological 
j perspective  presented  in  each  source,  and  discuss  the  links  between  the  principles  of  liberalism  in  each  source.  Lastly, 

' !you  are  to  identify  and  explain  the  relationships  that  exist  between  each  source. 

Your  written  response  should  be  submitted  in  complete  sentences  and  in  proper  paragraph  format.  This  module 
phallenge  is  almost  identical  to  the  kind  of  source  analysis  you  will  need  to  complete  on  the  Social  Studies  30-1 
Diploma  Examination. 

Your  teacher  will  use  a Diploma  Examination  Marking  Rubric  to  mark  your  work  in  this  module  challenge.  Alberta 
Education  regularly  publishes  an  exam  bulletin  for  teachers  whose  students  are  preparing  for  diploma  exams.  Go  to 
the  Alberta  Education  website  (http://education.alberta.ca/admiii/testing/diplomaexams/exambulletins.aspx),  and 
jtead  the  “Information  Bulletin:  Social  Studies  30-1.”  The  Diploma  Examination  Bulletin  provides  you  with  valuable 
information  regarding  the  tasks  you  will  undertake  in  your  diploma  exam,  including  helpful  hints  for  tackling  this  type 
of  assignment. 

iWhen  you  have  completed  all  lessons  in  this  module  and  are  confident  you  are  ready  to  tackle  the  module  challenge, 
contact  your  teacher  to  arrange  a writing  opportunity.  At  that  time,  you  will  be  provided  with  the  three  sources  you 
Iwill  need  to  complete  the  source  analysis. 

Assignment 

1 Submit  “Source  Analysis”  to  your  teacher. 


( 
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Module  6 Summary 


Being  a supporter  of  liberalism  does  not  mean  that  you  have  to  be  content  with  life  in  a liberal  democracy.  As  you 
have  discovered  in  this  module,  some  people  who  live  within  liberal  societies  take  issue  with  the  manner  in  which 
liberalism  has  been  implemented.  Some  point  out  that,  despite  a veneer  of  popular  control  and  public  input,  the 
structures  and  practices  of  government  often  place  partisan  politics  above  representing  the  people’s  will. 

Some  people  criticize  electoral  systems,  suggesting  that  they  often  fail  to  produce  governments  that  are  truly 
representative  of  the  people.  Others  argue  that — even  in  democracies — governments  tend  to  focus  more  on  the 
interests  of  society’s  elites  than  on  those  of  average  citizens. 

In  the  view  of  some  people,  liberal  ideology  fosters  a degree  of  arrogance.  An  abiding  sense  of  the  “rightness”  of 
liberal  principles  and  governmental  institutions  led  past  Canadian  governments  to  impose  those  principles  on  First 
Peoples.  In  doing  so,  the  federal  government  ignored  the  traditional  forms  of  government  and  social  structures 
that  had  served  Aboriginals  for  thousands  of  years.  In  this  attempt  to  “civilize”  First  Peoples,  past  governments 
did  grievous  harm  to  Aboriginal  societies.  Many  would  argue  they  also  missed  the  opportunity  to  incorporate  into 
liberalism  valuable  principles  and  insights  common  to  many  Aboriginal  ideologies. 

First  Peoples  are  not  the  only  minorities  who  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  governments  founded  on  liberalism.  Other 
groups  have  discovered  that,  especially  in  times  of  conflict,  the  rights  and  freedoms  liberalism  is  supposed  to  protect 
can  be  quickly  withdrawn.  The  experiences  of  Ukrainian-Canadians  and  Japanese-Canadians  during  the  two  world 
wars  and  Quebec  separatists  during  the  FLQ  crisis  of  1970  provide  ample  evidence  of  how  a desire  to  protect  nationa 
security  can  jeopardize  human  rights. 

Citizens  sometimes  challenge  government  policies  and  government  authority  by  pushing  the  boundaries  of  what  civil 
rights  allow,  and  governments  must  also  make  decisions  about  how  to  deal  with  such  actions.  Protests  in  the  1960s  an 
in  subsequent  eras  have  put  the  actions  of  governments  under  scrutiny.  Designated  protest  areas  and  barricades  erecte 
to  protect  officials  from  harm  can  also  be  seen  as  vehicles  for  limiting  dissent  and  muffling  the  voice  of  the  people. 
When  protesters  disregard  these  limits  in  the  presence  of  police  and  other  security  forces,  violence  has  sometimes 
been  the  result. 

Some  of  the  more  recent  protests  in  liberal  democracies  have  focused  on  the  fundamental  economic  principles  of 
liberalism.  Protesters  and  many  other  critics  argue  that  the  free-market  system  has  reached  a point  where  it  threatens 
the  well-being  of  much  of  the  world’s  population  and  the  planet  itself.  Some  are  pushing  for  a radical  remaking  of 
liberal  economics,  others  for  more  moderate  changes  to  the  free-market  system. 

Finally,  as  society’s  understanding  of  individual  freedom  and  morality  continues  to  evolve,  governments  in  liberal 
democracies  are  challenged  to  respond.  Governments  must  balance  individual  freedoms  with  a responsibility  to 
safeguard  the  rights  of  children,  the  disabled,  and  others  who  may  not  be  able  to  protect  themselves.  Trying  to 
determine  which  principles  of  liberalism  should  take  precedence  over  others  can  place  lawmakers,  the  courts,  and 
society  as  a whole  on  an  ideological  tightrope. 

Challenges  like  those  you  have  examined  in  this  module  will  continue  to  confront  liberal  societies.  How  governments 
respond  to  these  issues  will  shape  the  world  you  live  in. 

You  have  a responsibility  to  yourself  and  to  those  around  you  to  provide  informed  input  and  take  action  where 
necessary  to  ensure  that  liberal  democracy  maintains  a reasonable  approach  to  rights  and  freedoms.  In  Module  7 you 
will  begin  to  explore  approaches  to  being  an  active  citizen  within  a liberal  democracy. 


66 


Module  6 Appendix 


Module  6 Appendix 


'\/lodule  6 Glossary 

II 

iippeasement:  giving  in  to  the  demands  of  another 

:ivil  disobedience:  non-violent  protest  that  takes  the  form  of  a refusal  to  obey  a law  on  the  basis  that  it  is  unjust 

climate  change:  a change  or  alteration  in  long-term  global  weather  patterns 

ionsumerism:  a preoccupation  with  the  purchasing  and  accumulation  of  material  goods 

jiefect:  to  desert  a nation  or  cause  in  favour  of  a rival  nation 

ilraft:  compulsory  military  service;  conscription 

Enfranchisement:  granting  people  the  rights  of  citizens,  especially  the  right  to  vote 

m the  later  1800s,  First  Nations  males  were  encouraged  to  give  up  their  official  Indian  status  in  exchange  for 
,mfranchisement. 

i 

(Environmental  change:  a change  in  the  natural  world 

(Eurocentric:  an  ideal  emphasizing  the  values  and  perspectives  of  European  traditions  and  institutions,  often  to  the 
letriment  of  other  people’s  values 

li 

^thanasia:  the  deliberate  killing  of  a person  with  the  intent  of  ending  his  or  her  suffering 

Front  de  Liberation  du  Quebec  (FLQ):  a revolutionary  organization  that  promoted  violence  to  support  the  creation 
3f  an  independent  Quebec 

I global  warming:  an  increase  in  the  average  temperature  of  Earth’s  atmosphere 

greenhouse  gas  emissions:  releases  of  carbon  dioxide,  methane,  and  other  gases  that  tend  to  trap  the  Sun’s  heat  in 
, Earth’s  atmosphere 

illiberal:  pertaining  to  aspects  of  liberal  democracy  that  suppress  citizens’  civil  liberties 

Indian  Act:  an  act  of  Canadian  Parliament  passed  in  1876  that  dealt  with  the  rights  of  First  Nations  people  who  signed 
treaties  or  became  registered  citizens  under  the  Act 

insurrection:  a violent  uprising,  rebellion,  or  revolution  directed  at  a government  or  a similar  authority 
internment:  the  confinement  of  a group  of  people  for  political  or  military  reasons 
Kyoto  Protocol:  a legally  binding  international  plan  to  reduce  greenhouse  gas  emissions 
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pandemic;  an  outbreak  of  disease  that  has  spread  to  multiple  nations  in  multiple  regions  of  the  world 
paradigm:  a set  of  assumptions,  concepts,  or  values  that  shape  the  way  an  individual  views  the  world 
polygamy:  a practice  in  which  an  individual  has  more  than  one  spouse 

proportional  representation:  an  electoral  system  in  which  candidates  of  a political  party  are  elected  on  the  basis  of 
the  share  of  the  popular  vote  they  receive  in  an  election 

Red  Paper;  a term  often  used  to  describe  “Citizens  Plus,”  a document  published  in  1970  by  the  National  Indian 
Brotherhood  as  a response  to  proposals  contained  in  the  Canadian  government’s  “White  Paper” 

residential  schools:  a school  system  created  under  the  Indian  Act  that  attempted  to  assimilate  Aboriginal  people 

responsible  government:  a democratic  system  in  which  the  executive  branch  must  have  the  support  of  the  majority  ( 
the  legislative  branch  in  order  to  remain  in  power 

terrorism:  the  use  of  violent  means  to  achieve  political  goals 

War  Measures  Act:  an  act  of  law  created  by  the  Canadian  government  in  1914  to  allow  rule  by  decree  without  the 
consent  of  Parliament 

white  paper:  an  official  document  that  explores  an  issue  and  makes  recommendations 

A White  Paper  released  in  1969  attempted  to  further  assimilate  First  Nations,  Metis,  and  Inuit  peoples  of  Canada. 
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Module  7 Introduction 


Human  beings  are  social  creatures.  It  is  not  our  ability  to 
organize  and  to  work  together  toward  a common  goal 
that  makes  us  unique.  There  are  multiple  examples  in  the 
animal  world  of  creatures  that  work  individually  for  the 
betterment  of  the  whole.  Ants  and  bees  live  in  societies 
where  the  roles  of  workers,  drones,  and  the  queen  are 
determined  by  instinct. 


For  human  beings,  however,  living  in  a society  requires 
that  they  manage  the  complex  interplay  between 
personal  ideologies  and  the  ideologies  of  the  collectives 
to  which  each  individual  belongs.  You  have  the  ability 
to  evaluate  the  ideals  and  objectives  of  the  groups  to 
which  you  belong  and  to  adjust  your  personal  actions 
accordingly. 


In  this  module  you  will  start  to  think  about  the  degree  to 
which  you  will  become  involved  in  shaping  your  society. 
You  will  explore  the  potential  advantages  and  pitfalls  of 
supporting  a collective  ideology,  and  you  will  evaluate 
the  degree  to  which  your  personal  ideals  will  govern 
your  participation  in  collectives.  Finally,  you  will  start  to  carve  your  own  path  to  becoming  an  informed  and  engaged 
citizen.  You  will  start  to  prepare  to  take  action  to  advance  your  personal  ideals  and  to  find  and  organize  others  who 
share  common  concerns  and  goals. 
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Upon  completion  of  this  module,  you  should  be  able  to  confidently  address  the  module  question: 

To  what  extent  should  my  actions  as  a citizen  be  shaped  by  an  ideology? 
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Module  7 Organizer 


DVD 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  look  at  the  “Module  7 Graphic  Organizer”  to  see  how  the  lessons  work 
together  to  answer  the  Module  7 question. 


Assessment  in  This  Module 


I You  will  complete  the  following  assignments  as  you  work  through  the  lessons.  Your  teacher  will  determine  the 
I weighting  for  each  piece  of  work  you  complete.  Typically,  lesson  assignments  are  weighted  less  than  section 
challenges  and  module  challenges. 


Module  7:  Graded  Work 

Section  1 

■ 7 7 .'■■’■Description'' ■ '' 7,‘:  7' 7 ■7777\A^/^ 

Marks 

Section  1 Challenge 

Royal  Commission  Report 

28 

Section  2 

Description 

Marks 

Section  2 Challenge 

Ideological  Matching  Service 

20 

Sections 

Description 

Marks 

Lesson  2 

My  Issues;  My  Actions 

16 

Section  3 Challenge 

Organizing  a Meeting 

36 

OR 

Community  Service  Project 

40 

Module  7 Challenge 

Description 

Marks 

Position  Paper 

: I 

35 

At  the  end  of  each  section,  and  at  the  end  of  the  module,  you  will  complete  a challenge.  You  might  want  to  look  ahead 
to  the  challenges  and  keep  them  in  mind  as  you  work  through  the  lessons. 
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Section  1:Your  Role  in  Your  Future 


Section  1 Introduction 

If  the  world  around  you  were  a theatre,  where  would 
you  see  yourself  in  that  theatre?  Would  you  be  on  stage 
in  the  leading  role?  Or  do  you  see  yourself  more  as  a 
supporting  cast  member  with  ambitions  to  land  bigger 
roles  in  the  future?  Perhaps  you  envision  yourself  as 
one  of  the  many  important  workers  behind  the  scenes 
without  whom  the  show  would  not  go  on.  Maybe  you 
see  yourself  simply  as  a member  of  the  audience. 

Perhaps  you  don’t  even  like  theatre  and  are  out  in  the 
lobby  trying  to  find  a popcorn  vendor. 

It  has  been  said  that  politics  is  theatre.  If  that  is  so, 
it  is  very  important  theatre  indeed.  The  decisions 
of  politicians  direct  the  very  course  of  the  nation. 

Politicians  make  and  enforce  the  laws  you  must  live 
by.  They  collect  and  spend  your  tax  dollars.  They  can, 

if  they  determine  it  is  necessary,  force  you  to  pick  up  a rifle  and  step  in  the  line  of  fire  to  defend  your  country.  A 
key  question  you  need  to  ask  yourself  is,  Where  do  I want  to  be  in  the  theatre  of  politics?  Do  I want  to  take  a role  in 
influencing  public  policy,  or  will  I be  “out  in  the  lobby  trying  to  find  popcorn”  while  others  make  decisions  that  affect 
my  life? 


© itestro/12877734/Fotolia 


In  this  section  you  will  begin  to  develop  an  understanding  of  issues  surrounding  public  engagement  and 
disengagement  in  the  political  process  and  how  political  decisions  can  affect  you  personally.  You  will  also  begin  to 
evaluate  your  own  attitudes  toward  active  participation  in  the  political  process. 


In  Section  1 you  will  be  responding  to  this  question: 

To  what  extent  should  I engage  in  the  political  process? 


In  This  Section 

In  this  section  there  are  three  lessons  and  one  section  challenge. 

In  each  lesson  you  will  have  opportunities  to 

• explore  issues  related  to  individuals’  engagement  in  the  political  process 

• reflect  on  your  own  attitudes  regarding  the  political  process  and  your  role  in  it 
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Lesson  1 : Roadblocks  to  Active  Citizenship 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  some  of  the  reasons  why  individuals  become  disengaged  or  apathetic  about  the  political 
process. 

Lesson  2:  Making  it  Personal 

In  this  lesson  you  will  gain  a greater  insight  into  the  multitude  of  ways  in  which  the  decisions  and  actions  of 
government  can  have  an  impact  on  you  personally. 

Lesson  3:  Making  it  Better 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  perspectives  on  what  constitutes  political  engagement,  and  you  will  review  potential 
solutions  to  the  problem  of  declining  engagement  in  the  political  process. 

Section  Challenge;  Royal  Commission  Report 

At  the  end  of  this  section,  you  will  take  on  the  role  of 
the  head  of  a royal  commission  and,  building  on  the 
knowledge  you  acquired  in  the  lessons,  write  a report  for 
the  government  that  makes  recommendations  about  the 
issue  of  declining  public  engagement  in  politics. 

Outcomes 

In  this  section  you  will  develop  your  understanding  of 

• factors  that  limit  people’s  involvement  in  the 
political  process 

• the  ways  in  which  government  actions  can  impact 
you  personally 

• the  potential  modifications  that  could  be  made  to 
encourage  greater  political  participation 


• critical  thinking 

• creative  thinking 

• geographic  thinking 

• decision  making 

• problem  solving 


• cooperation 


rion 


• leadership 

• respect  for  multiple 
perspectives 


gathering  information 
organizing  information 
analyzing  and 
evaluating  information 


• written  literacy 

• media  literacy 
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Lesson  1 : Roadblocks  to  Active  Citizenship 

Get  Focused 

Freedom  of  speech.  The  right  to  peaceful  assembly.  The 
right  to  vote.  History  is  filled  with  tales  of  those  who 
fought,  and  sometimes  died,  trying  to  obtain  such  rights 
for  themselves  and  for  their  children.  And  yet,  in  some 
of  the  world’s  more  mature  democracies,  these  rights 
appear  to  be  taken  for  granted  and,  increasingly,  are 
under  utilized  by  the  citizens. 

Decreasing  voter  turnout  for  recent  elections  is  just  one 
symptom  of  what  some  researchers  fear  is  a growing 
lack  of  citizen  interest  and  involvement  in  government 
and  politics  in  Canada  and  many  other  democracies. 

Because  liberal  democracy  is  largely  founded  on 
the  premise  that  citizens  will  take  an  active  role  in 
choosing  their  government  and  holding  that  government 
responsible  for  its  actions,  a politically  disengaged  and 
disconnected  population  represents  a serious  threat  to 
any  democracy. 

There  are  a variety  of  reasons  offered  for  this  apparent 
trend.  For  some  people,  politics  and  current  affairs  simply  hold  no  interest  whatsoever.  Others  have,  perhaps,  become 
jaded  by  political  scandals  and  washed  their  hands  of  politics  altogether.  Some  may  entertain  thoughts  of  greater 
involvement,  but  face  a variety  of  real  or  imagined  barriers  that  prevent  them  from  fully  participating  in  democracy. 
And  in  the  case  of  younger  generations,  it  may  be  that  they  have  not  abandoned  democracy  as  much  as  they  have 
become  frustrated  with  traditional  democratic  institutions. 

Regardless  of  the  reasons,  political  disengagement  and  disconnection  are  fundamental  issues  with  which  society  must 
grapple  if  it  is  to  continue  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  liberal  democracy.  To  that  end,  you  must  look  deeper  into  its  causes. 

In  Lesson  1 you  will  explore  this  question: 

What  factors  may  limit  an  individual’s  involvement  in  the  political  process? 
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I Explore 

Voting  is  by  no  means  the  only  political  act  a citizen  can  undertake.  Voting  is,  however,  one  of  the  fundamental 
responsibilities  of  a citizen  in  a democracy,  and  it  provides  a regular  and  easily  quantifiable  measure  of  citizen 
I engagement  in  the  political  process.  But  while  voting  statistics  generated  during  elections  can  reveal  how  many 
■citizens  are  not  voting,  the  data  doesn’t  necessarily  explain  why  citizens  are  not  voting.  Consider  the  following 
comments. 


Voices 


© Scott  Griessel/8392204/Fotolia 


Philippe 

I don’t  really  get  why  we  have  so  many  elections.  What  are  all  these  people 
being  elected  to  do?  I had  someone  come  around  two  months  ago  asking 
me  to  vote  for  her.  I told  her  if  she  could  promise  me  that  my  road  would  be 
ploughed  more  often  in  the  winter,  I might  vote  for  her  even  though  I never 
voted  before. 

She  said  that  she  was  running  for,  aww  ...  I can’t  remember.  Parliament, 

I think.  Anyhow,  she  said  that  snow  removal  was  the  municipality’s 
responsibility.  Well,  then,  what’s  she  going  to  do  if  she  gets  elected?  All  these 
people  getting  elected  and  what  do  they  do?  Why  should  I vote  for  any  of 
them? 


© laurent  hamels/14101183/Fotolia 


Alyssa 

Oh,  yeah,  I used  to  vote.  I voted  in  the  last  three  elections,  and  I watched 
the  results  come  in  on  election  night.  In  each  election,  the  candidate  I voted 
for  lost.  So,  that’s  life,  right?  You  win  some,  you  lose  some.  But  the  party  I 
support  seems  to  lose  them  all.  And  you  know  what  bugs  me  the  most?  The 
winning  candidate  in  my  riding  got  only  150  more  votes  than  my  candidate, 
and  he  sure  didn’t  get  the  support  of  the  majority  of  the  voters. 

In  fact,  on  TV,  when  they  showed  the  total  number  of  votes  each  party  in  the 
election  got,  the  “winning  party”  got  only  46  percent  of  the  votes,  but  they  still 
ended  up  with  around  two-thirds  of  the  seats  available  in  Parliament.  Explain 
that  to  me.  Forty-six  percent  of  the  votes  translates  into  67  percent  of  the 
seats?  I’m  tired  of  wasting  my  time  going  out  to  vote  in  an  obviously  rigged 
system.  From  what  I see,  this  isn’t  really  a democracy  anyhow. 
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Garry 

I know  voting  is  important,  but  I really  don’t  know  who  to  vote  for.  I had  two 
or  three  people  come  to  my  door  last  election  asking  me  to  vote  for  them. 
They  were  all  nice  people.  I couldn’t  really  decide  between  them.  They  gave 
me  some  pamphlets  to  look  at  and,  from  reading  them,  I could  see  that  all  the 
candidates  had  lots  of  experience  and  were  probably  qualified.  Beyond  that, 
however,  I didn’t  understand  much  else. 

They  each  had  some  stuff  in  the  pamphlets  about  the  health  care  budget  and 
the  crime  rate.  I didn’t  even  know  there  was  a problem  with  those  things.  I’m 
guess  I’m  pretty  healthy  and  I’ve  got  a dog,  so  I’ve  never  had  a problem  with 
people  breaking  in.  I suppose  there  could  be  health  care  and  crime  problems 
for  other  people.  The  candidates  clearly  had  different  opinions  about  what  to 
do  to  solve  the  problems  they  were  talking  about,  but  I haven’t  a clue  about 
who  to  believe. 


© Noam/1 0995687/Fotolia 


Alexi 

Politics — who  cares  about  that  stuff?  We  had  some  people  come  out  to  our 
school  when  I was  in  Grade  12,  and  they  talked  to  us  during  the  last  election 
campaign.  Put  me  to  sleep,  dude.  My  buddies  and  I were  texting  jokes  back 
and  forth  the  whole  time.  What’s  worse,  the  election  happened  right  in  the 
middle  of  the  hockey  playoffs.  Here  I’m  looking  to  watch  the  game  on  TV 
and  everything’s  all  election  stuff.  Really,  our  team  is  actually  a contender  for 
the  cup  for  a change  and  the  TV  networks  are  pre-empting  the  game  for  an 
election?  Talk  about  screwed-up  priorities. 


©Lisa  F Young/46 11 07/Fotolia 


Tonya 

Look,  our  lives  are  pretty  simple.  We  get  up  in  the  morning,  get  the  kids  to 
school,  and  we  go  to  work.  On  the  weekends,  we’re  doing  sports  tournaments 
with  the  kids  or  we’re  out  snowmobiling  or  quadding  or  catching  up  on  work 
around  home.  I don’t  really  have  feelings  about  the  government  one  way  or  the 
other. 

My  husband  and  I both  have  jobs.  We  pay  our  bills.  We  pay  our  taxes.  We’re 
not  rich,  but  we’re  not  poor  either,  so  we’re  happy  enough.  Why  bother  getting 
involved  with  all  that  political  stuff?  It  doesn’t  really  affect  us  that  much. 
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Keri 

I should  have  voted  in  the  last  election.  In  fact,  I’ve  even  thought  about 
helping  out  with  a political  party,  but  I’ve  got  too  much  on  the  go  with  my 
volunteer  work  already.  I’m  working  down  at  the  food  bank  three  afternoons  a 
week,  and  I’m  on  the  organizing  committee  for  the  annual  gala  to  raise  money 
for  the  town  hospital. 

Last  year,  we  raised  enough  to  buy  two  blanket  warmers,  one  for  the  maternity 
room  and  one  for  the  senior’s  wing.  It  was  really  fulfilling  to  know  that  I 
helped  the  hospital  provide  better  care  for  patients.  I’m  also  on  the  school 
council.  We’re  organizing  a barbecue  to  raise  funds  for  new  computers  for  the 
school.  So,  you  see,  although  I think  politics  would  be  interesting.  I’ve  already 
got  too  many  other  commitments. 


© deanm1974/11797105/Fotolia 


Atif 

You  know,  I do  watch  the  news,  so  I see  the  leaders  of  the  parties;  but  none  of 
them  really  stand  out  for  me.  Most  of  them  are  way  older  than  me  and,  well, 
we  live  in  different  worlds.  I met  one  guy  once  when  he  came  through  town. 
He  toured  our  school.  I was  working  in  the  computer  lab  at  the  time,  and  he 
asked  me  a few  questions  about  what  I was  doing.  I was  a little  surprised 
at  how  clued-out  he  was  about  the  web.  I mean,  he  knew  a bit  about  search 
engines  and  stuff,  but  he  really  didn’t  know  much  about  the  social  networking 
sites  I use. 

He  had  one  of  his  assistants  come  over  and  talk  to  me  a bit  more  afterward; 
but,  after  I talked  to  her  for  a while,  I really  felt  like  her  interest  was  in  getting 
her  boss  elected,  not  necessarily  in  making  the  country  or  the  world  a better 
place.  I don’t  know — it  just  seems  to  me  that  a lot  of  politicians,  regardless 
of  which  party  they  belong  to,  are  just  offering  more  of  the  same  old  ideas.  I 
can’t  think  of  one  of  them  who  has  a message  that  would  inspire  me  to  get  out 
and  vote  for  them. 


Pause  and  Reflect 

Review  the  comments  from  the  seven  people  for  a second  time.  As  you  do,  try  to  write  down  some  generalizations  about  what 
has  distanced  each  person  from  political  involvement.  Retain  these  generalizations  for  use  later  in  Lesson  1. 
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Voting  Patterns  Among  Young  Adults 


In  Canada,  efforts  are  being  made  to  determine  why  many  people,  eligible  young  adults  in  particular,  are  choosing  not 
to  vote.  Consider  the  conclusions  of  a 2004  paper  on  electoral  reform. 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  view  the  document  “Perceived  Reasons  Why  Young  People  Less  Likely  to 
Vote.”  This  chart  reveals  some  of  the  reasons  that  people  provided  when  asked  why  young  people  did  not 
vote  in  the  2000  federal  general  election. 


Pause  and  Reflect 


Look  at  the  generalizations  you  made  after  reviewing  the  comments  in  the  Voices  section.  Do  your  generalizations  match  some 
of  the  reasons  given  in  the  chart  about  young  people  not  voting? 


I ^ 1 Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  view  the  instructions  for  “People  on  the 
Street  Report.” 

Lesson  Summary 

In  this  lesson  you  considered  the  question.  What  factors  may  limit  an  individual’s 
involvement  in  the  political  process? 

There  are  a multitude  of  factors  that  may  limit  an  individual’s  participation  in  the 
political  process.  Some  people  may  lack  education  and  understanding  regarding  the 
functioning  of  government  and  their  role  in  it.  Others  may  be  largely  unaware  of 
the  important  issues  facing  their  society  and,  therefore,  feel  unequipped  to  make  an 
informed  choice  regarding  which  individual  or  political  party  should  have  the  power  to  address  those  issues.  Political 
scandals,  the  perception  that  politicians  are  self-serving,  and  frustration  with  electoral  systems  can  also  turn  people  off 
voting. 


• Oleg  Dubas/14043186/Fotolia 


Some  individuals  are  happy,  or  at  the  least  complacent,  with  the  status  quo.  Therefore,  they  may  see  no  need  to 
involve  themselves  in  the  political  process.  A few  argue  that  they  are  just  too  busy.  Still  others  see  voting  and  politics 
as  uninteresting,  a waste  of  their  time,  or  a manifestation  of  a system  that  is  largely  out  of  touch  with  issues  important 
to  them. 


Much  of  the  concern  over  citizens’  increasing  disengagement  and  disillusionment  with  politics  is  based  on  declining 
voter  turnout  during  elections.  In  a system  where  the  majority  rules,  the  prospect  that  the  majority  of  people  might  not 
even  show  up  to  choose  the  next  government  is  an  issue  of  crucial  importance.  That  said,  it  must  also  be  recognized 
that  traditional  forms  of  political  action,  such  as  voting  in  or  running  in  an  election,  protesting  or  letter-writing 
campaigns,  or  joining  a political  party,  are  not  the  only  routes  to  address  societal  issues. 

There  are  other  approaches  to  advancing  one’s  ideology  and  to  being  an  involved  citizen.  Both  the  subtle  and  more 
overt  approaches  to  political  action  will  be  explored  further  in  a future  lesson.  In  Lesson  2,  however,  you  will  first  start 
to  explore  why  your  willingness  to  be  politically  aware  and  active  is  important  for  you  and  to  those  around  you. 
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Section  1:Your  Role  in  Your  Future 


Lesson  2:  Making  It  Personal 

Get  Focused 

In  a representative  democracy,  it  is  sometimes  very  easy 
to  lose  sight  of  the  ever-present  role  that  government 
plays  in  citizens’  lives.  Voters  casting  their  ballots  in 
an  election  may  not  be  asked  to  do  so  again  for  nearly 
five  years.  As  individuals  busy  themselves  with  school 
or  work  and  life’s  many  other  tasks  and  activities,  they 
may  have  little  time  to  ponder  how  the  decisions  made 
by  their  government  affect  them.  And  yet,  the  role  of 
government  in  people’s  lives  is  pervasive.  In  order  to 
better  understand  why  you  should  take  an  active  role  in 
your  democracy,  it  is  important  that  you  gain  a better 
understanding  of  how  your  government’s  decisions  affect 
you. 

© Philip  Date/27689/Fotolia 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  this  question: 

To  what  extent  do  the  political  decisions  made  by  others  impact  my  life? 

Explore 

a Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  view  the  “New  Brunswick  Ad”  encouraging  voters  to  make  their  voices 
heard  in  civic  elections. 

If  and  when  you  go  to  the  polls  to  cast  your  vote  in  a civic,  provincial,  or  federal  election,  you  will  help  to  choose 
the  people  who  make  decisions  that  can  affect  your  life  in  many  ways.  These  decisions  can  save  or  cost  you  money, 
improve  or  detract  from  your  quality  of  life,  or  expand  or  restrict  your  rights.  You  will  next  explore  just  a few  of  the 
many  ways  in  which  government  can  affect  you. 
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Taxes 

There  is  an  age-old  adage  that  says  there  are  only  two  certainties  in  life:  death  and 
taxes.  It  is  true  that  almost  all  citizens  pay  tax  in  some  form  or  another.  In  Canada,  both 
the  federal  and  provincial  governments  will  tax  you  on  your  income.  If  you  own  real 
estate,  you  will  likely  have  to  pay  property  taxes  to  the  local  level  of  government.  Even 
if  you  rent,  the  cost  of  property  taxes  paid  by  your  landlord  will  be  passed  on  to  you. 

Canadians  pay  a Goods  and  Services  Tax  (GST)  on  many  items  that  they  purchase. 

Most  provinces,  with  Alberta  being  a notable  exception,  also  levy  provincial  sales  taxes 
on  consumers.  Gasoline  is  taxed.  Governments  also  implement  “sin  taxes”  on  goods  like 
tobacco  and  alcohol  to  try  to  limit  consumption  of  these  potentially  harmful  products 
while  increasing  government  revenues. 

While  few  people  enjoy  paying  taxes,  it  is  important  to  remember  that  taxation  is 
necessary.  The  money  collected  is  used  to  pay  for  the  multitude  of  services  provided  ©scott  Maxweii/69298i8/Fotoiia 
by  the  various  levels  of  government.  When  a snowplough  clears  your  road  in  the  winter,  it  is  not  a free  service — you 
or  your  parents  have  paid  for  snow  clearing  through  taxes.  The  learning  resource  you  are  using  right  now  has  been 
produced  by  the  provincial  government  using  collected  tax  dollars.  When  you  do  something  as  simple  as  consulting 
a weather  report  to  plan  an  outdoor  activity,  the  data  and  forecasts  you  use  have  likely  been  provided  by  Environment 
Canada  at  some  cost  to  you,  the  taxpayer.  As  a citizen,  it  is  your  right  and  your  responsibility  to  make  sure  that  your 
tax  dollars  are  being  spent  on  worthwhile  programs  and  in  an  efficient  manner.  After  all,  it’s  your  money. 


Discover 


The  Canadian  federal  government  taxes  your  income 
using  a progressive-tax  system.  People  who  earn  more 
money  pay  a higher  percentage  of  income  taxes  than 
those  who  earn  less.  Most  provinces  also  use  this  system, 
but  a few  use  a flat-tax  system  in  which  each  person 
pays  the  same  percentage,  regardless  of  income. 


progressive-tax  system:  a tax  system  in  which  government 
takes  a greater  percentage  in  taxes  from  individuals  with  higher 
incomes 

flat-tax  system:  a tax  system  in  which  the  government  takes 
the  same  percentage  of  earnings  from  all  individuals  who  pay 
income  tax,  regardless  of  how  much  money  they  earn 


It  is  relatively  easy  to  estimate  the  amount  of  taxes  that  you  owe  by  referencing  your  level  of  income.  How  much 
money  per  year  do  you  hope  to  make  in  your  future  career?  How  much  of  your  envisioned  earnings  would  you  have  to 
pass  on  to  the  government  in  income  tax? 


To  get  a rough  estimate,  enter  the  search  terms  “Canada  income  tax  calculator”  along  with  the  previous  year  (for 
example,  2009)  into  a search  engine.  Use  one  of  the  many  tax  calculators  to  get  a sense  of  how  much  tax  you  would 
have  to  pay  according  to  your  desired  earnings. 
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Post-Secondary  Education 


j).-  Statistics  show  that  your  earning  potential  increases  with 
j|the  number  of  years  of  education  you  have  received, 
j Therefore,  it  is  in  your  best  interests  to  pursue 
i post-secondary  studies  after  you  graduate  from  high 
; school. 

i Perhaps  you  already  have  made  plans  for  additional 
1 schooling  or  training.  If  so,  you  have  probably 
! discovered  that  most  post- secondary  education,  unlike 
your  K-12  schooling,  is  not  paid  for  by  the  government. 
Students  are  generally  responsible  for  paying  their  own 
tuition.  Tuition  fees,  however,  do  not  cover  the  entire 
cost  of  operating  a large  educational  institution  such  as  a 
university. 


subsidize:  to  provide  partial  financial  support  for  something 


© Andres  Rodriguez/1 3228700/Fotolia 


Governments  frequently  subsidize  post-secondary  educational  institutions  by  helping  them  pay  for  the  cost  of 
educating  citizens.  The  degree  to  which  governments  should  subsidize  advanced  education  is  a matter  of  public 
debate.  If  you  are  planning  to  attend  such  an  institution,  it  will  be  of  significance  to  you.  Consider  the  following  pie 
charts. 


University  Funding  1982 


University  Funding  2004 


■ Student  Tuition 
Government  Funding 

■ Private  Funding 


■ Student  Tuition 

■ Government  Funding 

■ Private  Funding 


Source:  http://media.www,mcgilltribune.com/media/storage/paper234/news/2004/10/1 3/News/News-Special. Tuition. Across.Canada-750842.shtml 


As  you  can  see,  the  responsibility  for  paying  for  post-secondary  education  in  Alberta  has,  over  time,  increasingly 
been  shifted  onto  students,  parents,  and  private  interests,  and  away  from  government.  There  are  clear  rationales  for 
this,  often  based  in  ideology.  Some  individuals  believe  that  paying  for  a post-secondary  education  should  be  more  the 
responsibility  of  the  individual  receiving  it  and  less  of  a responsibility  of  the  taxpayers. 
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Critics  of  this  approach  argue  that  society  as  a whole  benefits  by  having  a population  that  is  better  educated.  Many 
also  feel  that  government  has  a responsibility  to  improve  the  lives  of  all  citizens.  The  question  of  educational  funding 
is  often  painted  as  a conservative  versus  liberal  issue,  with  conservatives  typically  leaning  toward  a user-pay  model 
and  liberals  advocating  a publicly  funded  model. 


Pause  and  Reflect 

Should  you,  as  a taxpayer,  have  to  pay  to  help  someone  else  obtain  a degree  that  will  allow  that  person  to  earn  more  income? 
Would  students  be  more  likely  to  place  more  value  on  their  education  and  study  harder  if  they  carried  more  of  the  cost  of  their 
own  education?  How  might  increasing  tuition  rates  affect  economically  disadvantaged  students’  access  to  post-secondary 
education? 


o 

WHP  Discover 

Some  people  might  argue  that  today’s  youth  are  being  saddled  with  higher  education  costs  and  larger  student  debts 
than  generations  past.  Do  some  research.  First,  read  an  article  or  two  on  the  Internet  related  to  student  debt  amounts. 
You  can  access  articles  on  this  topic  by  entering  the  keywords  “average  student  debt  Canada”  in  a search  engine. 

Second,  you  may  want  to  get  a sense  of  how  much  your  elected  representatives  may  have  benefited  from  lower  tuition 
rates  when  they  were  your  age.  You  can  get  the  educational  history  of  many  politicians  by  accessing  their  biographies 
on  the  Internet.  Alberta  MLA  biographies  are  available  by  going  to  a search  engine  and  typing  “Alberta  MLA 
biographies.” 

You  can  find  a list  of  federal  MPs  by  typing  “Canadian  MP  biographies”  and  then  following  the  links.  You  can  seek 
out  each  MP’s  personal  homepage.  There  you  may  be  able  to  find  some  information  about  his  or  her  post-secondary 
education — the  degrees  held,  where  they  were  obtained,  and  when. 


Pause  and  Reflect 


Is  it  reasonable  to  expect  post-secondary  students  to  pay  for  roughly  the  same  percentage  of  their  education  as  the  previous 
generation?  Think  back  to  your  studies  of  economics  in  previous  modules.  What  other  factors  might  have  to  be  taken  into  account 
when  determining  the  fairness  of  increasing  tuition  costs? 
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Water  and  Food  Safety 


You  wash  your  food  with  it.  You  brush  your  teeth  with  it. 
You  drink  it  every  day.  In  developed  countries,  such  as 
Canada,  the  safety  of  the  drinking  water  supply  is  taken 
for  granted. 

The  nation’s  lakes,  streams,  and  rivers  can  harbour 
bacteria,  viruses,  parasites,  and  both  human-made  and 
naturally  occurring  toxins.  It  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  government  to  ensure  that  the  water  supply  people 
depend  on  is  safe.  Similarly,  most  consumers  take  it 
for  granted  that  the  food  they  purchase  at  the  local 
supermarket  has  been  inspected  by  the  government  and 
is  safe  to  eat. 


Governments,  however,  must  deal  with  the  realities 
of  limited  budgets  and  increasing  costs  for  providing 
services.  As  they  try  to  reduce  government  debts  and 
avoid  tax  increases,  governments  are  constantly  seeking 
new  efficiencies  and,  on  occasion,  will  cut  or  scale  back 
services.  In  some  cases,  government  changes  to  food  and 
water  inspection  regimes  have  contributed  to  outbreaks 
of  dangerous  water-borne  and  food-borne  diseases. 


Discover 


To  get  a greater  sense  of  the  important  role  governments  play  in  maintaining  the  safety  of  your  food  and  water,  learn 
about  the  tragic  events  that  occurred  in  Walkerton,  Ontario,  in  the  spring  of  2000.  Enter  the  keywords  “CBC  news 
in  depth  Inside  Walkerton”  into  your  search  engine.  Follow  the  appropriate  link  and  read  the  brief  summary  of  the 
tragedy  that  occurred  in  Walkerton  and  the  subsequent  fallout.  Then  enter  the  keywords  “CBC  archives  environment 
pollution  poisoning  Walkerton”  into  your  search  engine.  Review  the  hits  returned  and  click  on  the  link  that  points  to 
the  story  entitled  “Death  on  Tap:  The  Poisoning  of  Walkerton.”  Review  the  audio-visual  clips  entitled  “And  not  a drop 
to  drink”  and  “Rex  Murphy  on  Walkerton.”  If  you  wish,  you  may  view  or  listen  to  any  other  clips  related  to  Walkerton 
that  catch  your  interest. 
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Environment  and  Economy  Balance 

As  you  have  learned  in  past  lessons,  global  climate 
change  is  a pressing  issue  that  affects  everyone.  The 
burning  of  fossil  fuels  has  been  identified  as  one  of  the 
main  factors  contributing  to  global  warming.  This  fact 
has  put  energy-rich  regions  of  the  world,  such  as  Alberta, 
at  the  centre  of  debates  about  the  environmental  effects 
of  energy  production. 


Alberta  sits  upon  one  of  the  largest  deposits  of  oil  in  the 
world.  For  years,  much  of  this  oil  was  easily  obtainable 
through  traditional  drilling  and  pumping  methods.  But  as  © Perrush/2801523/Fotoiia 
reservoirs  of  easily  obtainable  oil  have  been  consumed, 

attention  has  turned  toward  the  vast  oil  reserves  locked  in  the  Athabasca  Oil  Sands. 


While  these  reserves  are  immense,  the  oil  they  contain  must  be  separated  from  sand, 
which  is  a process  requiring  significantly  more  energy  input  to  gain  a barrel  of  usable 
oil  than  would  traditional  drilling.  As  a result  of  the  high  carbon  footprint  of  the  oil 
sands  product,  some  environmentalists  have  labelled  it  dirty  oil. 


carbon  footprint:  the  amount 
of  carbon  dioxide  released 
into  the  atmosphere  over  a 
given  period  as  a result  of  an 
activity  or  a process 


There  are  other  environmental  concerns  associated  with  the  oil  sands.  The  production  plants  use  considerable  amounts 
of  water  from  the  Athabasca  River.  Critics  argue  that  further  expansion  of  these  plants  will  draw  even  more  water  from 
the  river,  reducing  the  flow  significantly. 


At  the  river’s  edge,  one  of  the  world’s  largest  dams  holds  back  billions  of  litres  of 
toxic  water  that  is  a by-product  of  the  oil  sands  production  process.  Fears  that  the 
dam  will  leak  significant  quantities  of  toxins  into  the  neighbouring  Athabasca  River 
have  also  made  the  production  process  a target  of  environmental  groups.  Some  people 
believe  that  there  may  be  a link  between  high  cancer  rates  in  Aboriginal  communities 
along  the  Athabasca  River  watershed  and  seepage  from  the  tailings  ponds  beside  the 
river  upstream. 


tailings  pond:  a reservoir 
used  to  contain  the  liquid 
by-products  of  mining 
processes 

reclamation:  turning 
damaged  or  wasted  land  into 
a viable  habitat  for  plants  and 
animals 


As  well,  oil  sands  production  has  necessitated  the  destruction  of  many  square  kilometres  of  boreal  forest.  While  efforts 
to  reclaim  the  land  once  the  oil  has  been  extracted  are  ongoing,  many  environmentalists  contend  that  reclamation 
does  not  return  the  land  to  its  original  state  and  that  reclamation  efforts  pale  in  comparison  to  the  increasing  amount  of 
land  being  given  over  to  oil  sands  production. 


a 

Discover 


Use  one  of  the  many  mapping  applications  available  online  to  have  a look  at  the  scope  of  oil  sands  production  in 
Alberta.  Try  to  use  an  application  that  will  provide  you  with  a satellite  view  of  the  area.  The  oil  sands  are  located  at 
approximately  57°I'9.78"N  and  1 1 1 °34'52.68"W. 
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For  residents  of  Alberta  and  Canada  as  a whole,  the  oil  sands  have  been  a generator 
of  significant  wealth.  For  example,  royalties  paid  to  the  Alberta  government  by  oil 
companies  help  to  keep  taxes  low  and  fund  provincial  programs.  The  oil  sands  have 
driven  employment  rates  upward  in  the  Fort  McMurray  area  and  have  created  spinoff 
jobs  around  the  province. 

Alternative  energy  programs  in  most  nations  are  still  in  their  infancy  stages,  and  it  may  take  decades  until  they  are 
able  to  meet  present  world  energy  requirements.  Until  then,  many  people  point  out  that  fossil  fuels,  like  oil,  will 
continue  to  provide  much  of  the  world’s  energy. 

While  the  oil  sands  have  these  things  in  their  favour,  the  citizens  of  Alberta  must  still  contend  with  the  environmental 
issues  surrounding  this  form  of  energy  extraction.  The  decisions  on  how  to  tackle  this  issue  have  the  potential  to  affect 
all  Albertans  economically  and  environmentally. 

Review  the  Oil  Sands  Environmental  Challenges  table  to  look  at  some  of  the  problems  and  potential  solutions  to 
environmental  issues  surrounding  the  oil  sands. 


royalties:  payments  made 
by  a company  extracting  a 
resource  to  the  owner  of  the 
resource 


Oil  Sands  Environmental  Challenges 

Issue 

Possible  Solution  | 

Positives  | 

Potential  Problems 

Oil  sands  production 
releases  three  times  the 
CO^  of  traditional  oil 
sources. 

Carbon  Capture 

Capture  CO2  produced  at 
oil  sands  plants  and  store 
underground. 

• will  reduce  carbon 
footprint  of  oil  sands 
production 

• will  create  spinoff  jobs 
as  carbon  capture 
infrastructure  is  built 

• will  help  to  provide 
secure  supply  of  energy 
until  renewable  energy 
technologies  are  ready 

• May  take  years  to  perfect 
the  technology. 

• Technology  may  be 
expensive  to  build.  Who 
will  foot  the  bill? 

• Even  with  a lower 
carbon  footprint,  oil  still 
produces  greenhouse 
gases.  Should  money  go 
to  researching  alternative 
energy? 

Nuclear  Power 

Build  nuclear  plants  to 
provide  power  for  oil  sands 
production. 

New  Extraction 
Technologies 

Find  a less 

energy-intensive  means  of 
extracting  oil. 

• produces  a great  deal 
of  electricity  without 
producing  COg 

• may  reduce  carbon 
footprint  without  the 
need  for  an  expensive 
carbon  capture  network 

• may  increase 
employment  in 
the  research  and 
development  sectors  of 
the  economy 

• Nuclear  accidents, 
though  rare,  can  kill  and 
injure  thousands  and  can 
poison  the  surrounding 
land  for  generations. 

• Generating  nuclear 
power  creates  nuclear 
waste,  which  needs  to  be 
stored  and  these  storage 
sites  as  they  deteriorate 
may  leak. 

• Such  technologies  may 
not  be  found  or  may  take 
years  to  develop. 
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Oil  sands  production 
expansion  displaces 
surrounding  boreal 
forests. 

Land  Restoration 

Require  that  oil  sands 
companies  restore  old 
mine  lands  to  previous 
condition  in  a very  short 
time. 

Water  Restoration 

Require  that  oil  sands 
companies  clean  up  ponds 
in  a short  period  of  time. 

• would  restore  lost  habitat 
for  wildlife 

• would  allow  billions  of 
litres  of  clean  water 
to  be  returned  to  the 
environment 

• would  end  hazard  to 
waterfowl 

• would  end  hazard  of 
toxic  release  affecting 
downstream  users 

• Restoration  to  previous 
state  may  be  very 
expensive  or  perhaps 
not  even  possible. 

• Short  time  frame  for 
restoration  may  not 
be  economically  or 
technologically  feasible. 

• A technology  that  can 
quickly  clean  up  vast 
amounts  of  toxic  water 
may  take  a long  time 
to  develop  or  be  very 
expensive. 

• What  will  be  done  with 
the  concentrated  toxins 
that  remain  after  the 
water  is  cleaned? 

Oil  sands  production 
uses  large  amounts  of 
water. 

Water  Technologies 

Require  that  oil  sands 
companies  develop  a 
process  that  does  not  use 
water  or  returns  clean 
water  to  river. 

• would  allow  continued 
production  without  major 
impact  on  Athabasca 

River  watershed 

• Technology  that  uses 
no  water  or  can  quickly 
return  clean  water  to 
river  systems  must  be 
developed.  This  could 
be  time-consuming  and 
expensive. 

One  solution  to  many  of  the  problems  listed  in  the  chart  would  be  to  simply  close  the  oil  sands  plants  completely. 
While  this  would  address  some  of  the  issues  related  to  CO^  production  and  water  use,  it  would  still  take  years,  and 
billions  of  dollars,  to  clean  up  oil  sands  sites  and  restore  the  region  to  its  original  state.  The  money  for  this  will 
eventually  have  to  come  from  somewhere. 

Some  people  would  argue  that  in  the  distant  future,  the  plants  will  have  to  shut  down  and  that  profits  from  the  sale  of 
oil  today  will  ultimately  pay  for  reclamation  projects  in  the  future.  Critics  are  less  optimistic  that  sufficient  money  is 
being  saved  for  future  clean-up  efforts. 

Undoubtedly,  closing  the  oil  sands  plants  would  have  a massive  economic  impact  on  Alberta,  with  many  people  losing 
jobs  not  only  at  the  plants,  but  also  around  the  province.  Oil  royalties  would  also  diminish,  perhaps  leading  to  higher 
taxes  or  program  cutbacks  as  the  government’s  revenue  stream  diminishes.  Also,  stopping  oil  sands  production  would 
result  in  a drop  in  world  oil  supplies. 

Clearly,  both  the  Alberta  and  Canadian  governments  face  some  significant  challenges  related  to  the  oil  sands.  These 
challenges,  however,  are  your  challenges  as  well.  Whatever  courses  of  action  governments  choose  to  take  on  issues 
surrounding  oil  sands  production,  there  will  be  both  environmental  and  economic  consequences  that  will  likely  affect 
you,  even  if  you  live  far  away  from  the  oil  sands. 
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Copyright 


' Do  you  record  television  programs  for  later  viewing?  Do 
i;  you  rip  music  from  CDs?  Do  you  rip  movies  from  DVDs 

I to  watch  on  a portable  player?  Do  you  download  music 
or  video  from  the  web?  If  you  engage  in  any  of  these 
activities,  you  are  subject  to  laws  governing  copyright. 

Copyright  laws  exist  to  protect  the  producers  of 
intellectual  and  artistic  content  like  movies  and  music. 
These  individuals  and  the  companies  that  support  them 
; have  a legitimate  right  to  profit  from  their  efforts.  But 
the  ever-changing  technological  landscape  has  muddied 
the  copyright  waters  by  putting  content  producers’ 

; profits  at  risk,  while  leaving  many  consumers  of  digital 
I media  on  uncertain  legal  ground. 


© Carsten  Steps/7454929/Fotolia 


In  order  to  protect  artists’  and  media  companies’  rights,  the  Canadian  government  must  deal  with  new  copyright 
i concerns  through  legislation.  In  recent  years,  various  potential  laws  have  been  drafted  in  an  effort  to  establish  more 
i clearly  who  owns  the  music  and  video  material  you  have  in  your  collection.  It  is  worthwhile  to  understand  how 
i copyright  laws  affect  you  and  what  you  can  do  with  the  music  and  movies  you  buy. 


I 


Discover 


I Using  the  Internet,  research  proposed  alterations  to  copyright  law  in  Canada.  A good  starting  point  would  be 
j Bill  C-60  and  its  successor.  Bill  C-61.  Both  pieces  of  legislation  were  proposed  by  the  federal  government.  Discover 
; for  yourself  the  changes  that  are  being  suggested  to  copyright  law  in  Canada  and  around  the  world. 


Check  Your  Understanding 


BGo  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  locate  “Lesson  2 Question  Sheet.”  Complete  this  question  sheet  to  verify 
and  solidify  your  understanding  of  the  material  you  have  read  and  researched. 

When  the  question  sheet  is  complete,  place  it  in  your  portfolio  and  inform  your  teacher  so  that  he  or  she  may  review 
your  responses  to  check  for  understanding  and  make  comments. 
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Lesson  Summary 

In  this  lesson  you  considered  the  question,  To  what 
extent  do  the  political  decisions  made  by  others  impact 
my  life? 

The  size  and  complexity  of  modem  democracies 
have  required  that,  with  the  occasional  exception, 
governmental  decisions  are  carried  out  by  a small  group 
of  individuals  chosen  to  represent  the  rest  of  society. 

By  designating  decision-making  authority  to  others, 
however,  it  can  be  easy  for  citizens  to  lose  sight  of  the 
fact  that  they  have  put  their  money,  their  future,  and,  in 
many  ways,  their  lives  into  the  hands  of  other  people. 

Working  individuals  must  surrender  a sizable  portion  ©morganimation/ii67i205/Fotoiia 

of  their  income  to  governments  through  taxation.  Property  owners  and  consumers  also  pass  monies  to  governments 
in  the  form  of  taxes.  While  it  is  not  required  that  taxpayers  give  the  slightest  attention  to  how  that  money  is  spent  by 
government  officials,  it  certainly  seems  sensible  for  taxpayers,  like  yourself,  to  remain  reasonably  aware  of  how  their 
money  is  being  spent. 

You  should  also  be  aware  of  the  role  your  tax  dollars  play  within  your  community.  If  you  are  seeking  higher 
education,  tax  dollars  could  be  used  to  lessen  your  financial  burden.  By  the  same  token,  many  would  argue  that  tax 
dollars  are  too  often  used  to  subsidize  one  group  within  society  at  a cost  to  everyone  else. 

Even  the  most  strident  individualists  would  likely  support  the  notion  that  government  should  provide  some  basic 
services.  Although  most  people  need  them  only  infrequently,  policing,  firefighting,  ambulances,  and  military  security 
are  crucial  in  times  of  emergency.  The  importance  of  more  mundane  services,  such  as  public  water  utilities,  can 
sometimes  be  overlooked.  Safety  incidents,  such  as  the  one  that  occurred  at  Walkerton  in  2000,  highlight  the  need 
for  citizens  to  be  aware  of  how  the  government  is  both  spending  and  saving  their  tax  dollars.  Cutbacks  to  different 
programs  can  potentially  affect  you. 

Governments  are  also  charged  with  the  task  of  managing  economic  growth  and  protecting  the  environment.  Both  are 
integral  to  a good  quality  of  life.  Citizens  have  a vested  interest  in  ensuring  that  governments  make  careful  decisions 
regarding  the  present  and  future  management  of  resources  and  the  environment. 

Citizens  also  have  a vested  interest  in  how  new  technologies  are  used  and  legislated.  In  the  example  you  explored,  you 
have  seen  how  governments  are  seeking  to  strike  a balance  between  the  protection  of  artists’  and  corporations’  rights 
and  your  rights  as  a consumer  of  their  products.  The  decisions  governments  make  on  such  issues  will  likely  affect  you 
directly. 

You  have  explored  only  a fraction  of  the  ways  that  decisions  made  by  your  government  representatives  can  affect  you. 
The  primary  purpose  of  this  lesson  is  to  get  you  thinking  about  why  you,  and  others,  should  take  an  interest  in  the 
political  process. 

In  Lesson  3 you’ll  start  to  look  at  ways  in  which  the  political  process  itself  might  be  changed  in  order  to  give  citizens 
more  assurance  that  they’re  being  heard  by  their  government. 
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Section  1:  Your  Role  In  Your  Future 


Lesson  3:  Making  It  Better 

Get  Focused 

Take  a few  moments  to  think  about  how  far  liberal 
democracy  has  come  over  the  course  of  its  history. 

In  many  early  democracies,  the  right  to  vote  or  hold 
political  office  was  limited  to  men  who  owned  a specific 
amount  of  property.  Over  the  years,  the  range  of  citizens 
who  can  take  part  in  democracy  has  vastly  increased. 

As  you  have  seen  in  previous  lessons,  however,  liberal 
democracy  is  not  without  its  problems.  Some  critics  in 
Canada  point  to  what  they  see  as  this  country’s  flawed 
electoral  and  parliamentary  systems  and  argue  that  these 
systems  are  ripe  for  reform.  There  are  also  concerns 
over  a growing  trend  toward  political  apathy  and 
disengagement,  particularly  among  younger  Canadians. 


Liberal  democracy  may  be  in  need  of  a “tune-up”  if  it  is  to  continue  to  function.  As  history  shows,  one  of  the  strengths 
of  liberal  ideology  is  that  it  provides  mechanisms  for  change  and  evolution.  As  you  reach  voting  age,  Canada’s 
democracy  will  truly  become  your  democracy.  One  of  your  responsibilities  as  a citizen  will  be  to  determine  how 
democracy  in  Canada  will  need  to  be  modified  to  ensure  that  it  continues  to  live  up  to  the  basic  ideals  of  liberalism. 

In  Lesson  3 you  will  explore  this  question: 


What  modifications  to  political  decision-making  processes  could  lead  to  greater  political  engagement  for  me 
and  for  others? 

Explore 

Reforming  Democracy 

Previous  lessons  have  highlighted  some  aspects 
of  democracy  in  Canada  that  might  be  considered 
problematic.  You  will  start  this  lesson  by  reviewing  and 
reaffirming  what  you  already  know  about  what  some 
critics  have  identified  as  the  weaknesses  of  democracy  in 
Canada.  Once  you  have  completed  this  review,  you  can 
then  build  upon  what  you  know  by  looking  into  reforms 
that  could  be  made  to  electoral  and  governmental 
systems  in  Canada. 


' frenta/6874657/Fotolia 
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Check  Your  Understanding 


R 

Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  view  the  instructions  for  “Rebuilding  Canadian  Democracy.” 

Follow  the  instructions  provided  on  the  assignment  sheet.  You  will  be  adding  to  this  assignment  as  you  progress 
through  the  lesson. 


Discover 

Senate  Reform 


Kirsty  Pargeter/3946419/Fotolia 


Many  people  would  like  to  see  the  upper  house  in 
Canada’s  bicameral  legislature  reformed  or  abolished 
entirely.  To  deepen  your  understanding  of  issues 
surrounding  the  Senate  in  Canada  and  to  get  some  ideas 
for  potential  changes  that  could  be  made,  search  the  term 
“triple  e senate”  on  the  Internet. 


Responsible  Government,  Party  Discipline,  and 
Representative  Democracy 


You  should  recall  from  previous  lessons  that  the  executive 
branch  in  Canada  requires  the  support  of  the  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  legislative  branch.  This  is  the 
practice  of  “responsible  government.”  One  of  the  effects 
of  responsible  government  is  that  elected  representatives, 
particularly  if  they  are  members  of  the  governing  party, 
must  sometimes  make  a difficult  choice  between  their 
party’s  and  their  constituents’  wishes. 


Former  MP  David  Kilgour  gained  fame  by  putting  the  interests  of  his  constituents  caucus:  a collective  term 

ahead  of  his  party.  Kilgour  voted  against  his  own  party’s  plan  to  institute  the  Goods  elected  members  of  a 

and  Services  Tax  (GST),  and  Kilgour  was  expelled  from  the  government  caucus  as  a 

result.  To  get  more  insight  into  the  issue  of  how  party  discipline  undermines  democracy,  and  to  read  about  potential 
solutions,  read  these  two  documents. 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  view  “Party  Discipline  Diminishes  Canadian  Democracy”  and  “Whither 
Democracy  in  Canada?” 
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O 

UHP  Discover 

Electoral  Reform 

As  you  have  learned  in  previous  lessons,  the  first-past-the-post  method  used  to  eleet  representatives  in  Canada  is 
viewed  by  many  as  a system  that  can  often  give  a government  the  power  to  govern  as  a majority  despite  having  the 
support  of  only  a minority  of  voters. 

Search  the  Internet  using  the  keywords  “electoral  reform  proportional  representation  fair  vote  Canada”  to  get 
additional  information. 


Check  Your  Understanding 


EGo  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  locate  the  “Democratic  Reform  Quiz.”  Now  that  you  have  refreshed  and 
extended  your  knowledge  of  issues  related  to  democratic  reform  in  Canada,  take  the  quiz  to  see  how  well 
you  remember  and  understand  the  concepts  covered. 


Re-engaging  the  People 

From  your  exploration  earlier  in  this  lesson,  you  may 
have  reached  the  conclusion  that,  at  least  in  Canada, 
electoral  and  parliamentary  reform  would  go  a long 
way  toward  encouraging  the  electorate  to  become 
more  engaged  in  the  political  process.  Some  form  of 
proportional  representation,  modifying  the  principle  of 
responsible  government  to  provide  more  flexibility  for 
elected  representatives,  and  reforming  or  abolishing 
the  Senate  are  all  ideas  that  continue  to  be  discussed  in 
political  circles. 

Supporters  of  such  changes  argue  that  these  reforms  will 
make  government  more  representative  of  the  people, 
restoring  jaded  voters’  faith  in  Canada’s  democratic 
system  and  leading  citizens  back  to  the  polling  booths. 

Some  observers  suggest  that,  particularly  for  young 
people,  the  roots  of  political  disengagement  and  apathy 
go  deeper  than  just  frustration  with  the  electoral  and 
governmental  systems.  They  contend  that  many  political 
parties  are  out  of  touch  with  young  people  an  d the 
issues  that  are  of  importance  to  them.  Politicians  and 
governments,  the  argument  goes,  will  need  to  make 
more  of  an  effort  to  engage  young  people  if  voting  rates 
among  young  adults  are  to  rise. 


© Scott  Maxwell/8694060/Fotolia 
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Certainly,  many  political  entities  are  beginning  to  employ  the  communications 
technologies  of  the  twenty-first  century  to  engage  younger  voters.  Moving  beyond 
simple  party  websites,  many  politicians  now  engage  in  blogging,  have  their  own 
personal  pages  on  social  networking  sites,  and  make  use  of  instant  messaging  and 
microblogging  services. 

Governments,  too,  are  beginning  to  make  use  of  such  technologies  to  inform  citizens  about  pressing  issues.  In  2009, 
as  concern  over  a potential  flu  pandemic  grew,  the  Public  Health  Agency  of  Canada  made  use  of  RSS  feeds,  YouTube, 
Facebook,  and  Twitter  to  keep  the  public  updated. 

New  communication  technologies  do  much  more  than  provide  another  avenue  for  governments  and  political  parties  to 
distribute  information  to  citizens.  These  outlets  provide  citizens  with  a henceforth  unequalled  opportunity  to  publicize 
their  own  perspectives  on  issues  of  importance  and  allow  people  to  engage  in  discussion  and  discourse  with  others. 

Thirty  years  ago,  the  power  to  extend  a message  to  millions  of  people  was  largely  the  domain  of  governments  and 
media  companies.  Now  individuals  around  the  world  have  the  technology  to  publish  their  own  words  or  to  create 
audio  and  video  content  that  can  inform  and  influence  millions.  Many  of  these  individuals  are  young  people  who  are 
using  their  technological  savvy  to  advance  their  perspectives  on  important  issues  and  encourage  others  to  become 
more  engaged  in  politics. 

r? 

Discover 

Seek  out  some  Internet  sites  that  encourage  people  to  become  politically  active.  Some  potential  keywords  include 
“Apathyisboring,”  “RocktheVote,”  and  “Moveon.org.”  Review  the  content  of  these  sites.  Digitally,  or  on  a piece  of 
paper,  list  five  characteristics  (more  if  you  can)  of  each  site  that  you  think  would  make  it  particularly  appealing  to 
people  under  30  years  of  age.  Place  this  list  in  your  portfolio.  This  information  may  come  in  handy  as  a starting  point 
for  completing  your  section  challenge. 

Youth  Engagement  and  the  Legal  Voting  Age 

Another  suggestion  that  is  occasionally  put  forth  as  a means  of  engaging  younger  voters  is  to  lower  the  voting  age, 
which  in  Canada  is  18.  Some  other  democracies,  such  as  Brazil  and  Austria,  have  lowered  the  voting  age  to  16. 


microblogging:  the  use  of 
technology  to  provide  frequent 
short  updates  to  interested 
individuals 
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y 

mHHP  Discover 


Using  your  Internet  search  skills,  find  and  review  a 
number  of  websites  devoted  to  lowering  the  voting  age. 
Some  websites  may  be  based  in  Canada,  some  in  the 
United  States,  and  some  from  elsewhere.  Digitally  or  on 
a piece  of  paper,  list  ten  arguments  that  could  be  made 
for  lowering  the  voting  age  to  16  in  liberal  democracies. 
Reorganize  the  list  by  putting  what  you  believe  to  be  the 
stronger  arguments  first  and  the  weaker  arguments  last. 
Place  your  list  in  your  portfolio.  This  list,  too,  may  prove 
valuable  when  you  tackle  your  section  challenge. 


Moving  Beyond  Traditional  Concepts  of  Involvement 


©Anton  Vakhlachev/7714175/Fotolia 


“Politics  is  not  about  power.  Politics  is  not  about  money.  Politics  is  not  about  winning  for  the  sake  of  winning.  Politics  is  about  the 
improvement  of  people’s  lives.  It’s  about  advancing  the  cause  of  peace  and  justice  in  our  country  and  the  world.  Politics  is  about 
doing  well  for  the  people.” 

—Paul  Wellstone,  U.S.  Senator 


Pause  and  Reflect 


How  do  you  interpret  Paul  Wellstone’s  comments?  Do  you  assume  that  he  is  defending  the  manner  in  which  politics  is  presently 
conducted,  or  is  he  making  a statement  about  how  politics  should  be  conducted?  What  is  your  personal  perspective  on  politics 
and  politicians?  Would  you  say  that,  generally  speaking,  most  politicians  are  in  politics  for  money  and  power,  or  do  most 
politicians  genuinely  want  to  create  a better  society? 


Regardless  of  how  you  interpret  Wellstone’s  statement,  it  is  clear  that  he  believes  the  goal  of  politics  is  to  improve 
peoples’  lives.  One  of  the  factors  that  some  people  have  identified  as  a source  of  their  frustration  with  politics  is 
that  politics  often  does  appear  to  be  about  big  money  or  power  games.  Many  jaded  voters  become  frustrated  with 
partisan  politics  and  believe  that  politicians  are  more  focused  on  scoring  points  against  political  rivals  than  on  solving 
problems. 

Some  people  note  that  governments  often  embark  on  spending  sprees  in  the  lead-up  to  elections,  apparently 
attempting  to  buy  the  support  of  voters  with  their  own  tax  dollars.  Still  others  comment  that  majority  governments, 
in  particular,  often  fail  to  fulfil  promises  made  to  voters  during  elections,  perhaps  confident  that  by  the  time  another 
election  rolls  around,  voters  will  have  forgotten  this  breach  of  faith. 

Not  all  people  have  such  a dim  view  of  politics,  of  course.  But  even  those  who  are  more  optimistic  about  the 
motivations  and  goals  of  political  parties  sometimes  become  frustrated  by  the  political  process.  The  process  of  passing 
legislation  or  instituting  a new  government  program  is  sometimes  a lengthy  one,  and  perhaps  rightly  so. 
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Governments  make  decisions  that  impact  peoples’  lives  and  consume  tax  dollars.  Given  that,  it  is  warranted  that 
proposed  laws  and  programs  should  be  the  subject  of  careful  planning  and  scrutiny.  But  for  those  people  who  want  to 
see  speedy  action  on  issues  of  importance  to  them,  frustration  with  the  perceived  inefficiencies  of  government  can  also 
lead  to  disengagement  from  the  formal  political  process. 

There  are  some  researchers,  however,  who  argue  that  traditional  measures  of  assessing  political  engagement  do  not 
tell  the  whole  story.  Such  things  as  voter  turnout  and  membership  in  political  parties  are  easily  obtainable  indicators  of 
political  involvement.  But,  some  argue,  these  factors  represent  a form  of  tunnel  vision  when  attempting  to  quantify  the 
real  level  of  citizen  participation  in  democracy. 

In  a sense,  many  of  the  researchers  suggest  that 
Wellstone’s  comment  can  be  turned  on  its  head.  That 
is,  rather  than  saying  that  politics  is  about  improving 
people’s  lives,  actions  that  are  taken  to  improve  people’s 
lives  are  actually  a form  of  politics.  If  viewed  from  this 
perspective,  people,  and  young  people  in  particular,  may 
be  far  more  engaged  in  politics  than  traditional  measures 
would  suggest. 

Think  of  the  political  implications  of,  for  example, 
donating  to  a food  bank.  Donors  are  addressing  a 
political  issue,  namely  poverty  and  hunger  in  their  own 
community.  Rather  than  waiting  for  government  to  deal 
with  the  issue,  they  are  taking  the  initiative  themselves. 

Different  donors  might  even  have  vastly  different 
ideological  perspectives  on  their  donation.  People 
who  place  themselves  on  the  left  wing  of  the  political 
spectrum  might  view  the  donation  as  an  act  that 
highlights  the  failure  of  government  to  provide  for  the 
basic  needs  of  people. 

A right-winger  might  argue  that  private  donations  are  the  way  in  which  most  issues  of  poverty  are  handled.  This  is 
because  private  donations  give  individuals  choice  regarding  how  much  to  give,  rather  than  allowing  government  to 
make  that  decision  for  them  by  using  tax  dollars  to  address  the  problem. 


I Lisa  F.  Young/6800451/Fotolia 


Pause  and  Reflect 


Can  you  think  of  some  actions  that  you  or  your  friends  have  taken  that  have  improved  the  lives  of  others  in  your  community  or 
in  the  world  at  large?  Make  a list  of  these,  either  digitally  or  on  a piece  of  paper.  This  list  may  come  in  handy  for  the  upcoming 
section  challenge. 


Reflect 

Revisit  the  Rebuilding  Canadian  Democracy  sheet  you  completed  earlier  in  this  lesson.  Consider  if  there  is  anything 
you  might  wish  to  add  now  that  you  are  approaching  the  end  of  the  lesson.  Make  those  additions  and  retain  your 
assignment  sheet.  It  will  prove  helpful  as  you  take  on  your  section  challenge. 
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Lesson  Summary 

In  this  lesson  you  considered  the  question,  What  modifications  to  political  decision-making  processes  could  lead  to 
greater  political  engagement  for  me  and  for  others? 

Apathy  and  disengagement  with  the  political  process  represent  disturbing  and,  some  might  even  say,  dangerous  trends 
in  some  liberal  democracies.  If  fewer  and  fewer  people  turn  out  to  vote,  democratic  nations  run  the  risk  of  a small  but 
motivated  minority  taking  control  of  government  and  running  it  to  benefit  only  themselves,  rather  than  the  population 
as  a whole. 

Explanations  for  political  disengagement  are  many.  Electoral  and  government  structures  that  provide  inadequate 
representation  for  voters  have  caused  some  people  to  lose  faith  in  government.  The  adoption  of  proportional 
representation  and,  in  Canada,  a revision  of  the  principles  of  responsible  government  and  the  structure  of  the  Senate 
could  potentially  provide  the  level  of  representation  some  jaded  voters  seek. 

Eor  others,  disengagement  may  stem  from  a belief  that  politics  lacks  relevance  to  them.  Or  it  may  simply  be  that  the 
important  issues  of  the  day  are  not  being  communicated  in  a manner  that  reaches  them.  As  traditional  political  entities 
adopt  new  approaches  and  new  technologies  to  communicate  their  messages,  young  voters  in  particular  may  once 
again  be  enticed  to  take  a more  active  role  in  addressing  the  key  political  issues  of  the  day. 

Finally,  it  may  even  be  that  concerns  about  political  disengagement  and  apathy,  while  valid,  often  take  into  account 
only  the  most  traditional  forms  of  political  action.  There  is  evidence  to  suggest  that  many  citizens,  while  foregoing 
such  things  as  voting  or  letter-writing  campaigns,  do  engage  in  personal  actions  that  serve  to  address  important  issues 
of  the  day. 

Just  because  someone  is  bypassing  traditional  political  structures  does  not  mean  this  person  is  apolitical.  Indeed,  it  is 
arguable  that  acts  such  as  volunteering  or  fundraising  demonstrate  more  commitment  to  tackling  important  issues  than 
simply  showing  up  to  vote  once  every  few  years. 

The  study  of  liberalism  is  in  many  ways  a study  of  change.  If  liberal  democracies  continue  to  function  on  the  premise 
that  the  power  to  govern  ultimately  rests  with  the  people,  then  they  will  have  to  continue  to  change  and  evolve.  As  a 
citizen  of  a liberal  democracy,  you  have  a role  in  helping  to  guide  that  evolution. 

Based  on  what  you  have  learned  here,  you  should  be  able  to  identify  modifications  to  political  decision-making 
processes  that  could  lead  to  greater  political  engagement  for  yourself  and  for  others.  Your  responsibility  now  is  to  take 
an  active  part  in  making  those  changes. 
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Section  1 Challenge 


Royal  Commission  Report 

Governments  are  frequently  presented  with  issues  and 
problems  that  are  both  serious  and  complex.  Policies  and 
laws  often  need  to  be  developed  to  address  these  issues, 
but  both  the  executive  branch  and  the  members  of  the 
legislative  branch  need  quality  information  if  they  are  to 
come  to  an  informed  decision  on  how  to  address  issues  of 
concern. 

Elected  representatives,  however,  have  a great  deal  on 
their  plates.  They  are  busy  people  who  must  juggle, 
among  other  things,  attending  meetings  with  constituents, 
attending  public  functions,  sitting  on  committees, 
responding  to  letters  and  telephone  requests,  and 
familiarizing  themselves  with  proposed  legislation  prior 
to  votes. 

With  all  these  tasks  to  carry  out,  gathering  sufficient  information  and  public  input  to  make  an  informed  decision  on  a 
complex  issue  is  not  always  easy.  In  some  cases,  governments  may  choose  to  pass  this  task  on  to  a single  individual, 
providing  them  with  the  time  and  resources  to  investigate  the  issue  and  make  recommendations.  In  Canada,  research 
of  this  nature  often  takes  the  form  of  a royal  commission. 

A royal  commission  is  a public  inquiry  into  an  issue  of  significant  importance  to  the  population.  Royal  commissions 
are  often  headed  by  retired  judges.  These  judges  and  their  staff  research  the  issue,  conduct  public  consultations,  and 
may  even  summon  and  interview  expert  witnesses  to  testify  before  the  commission. 

For  this  section  challenge,  you  will  take  on  the  role  of  a judge  who  has  been  appointed  to  investigate  the  problem  of 
declining  public  interest  and  reduced  engagement  in  politics.  You  must  provide  the  government  with  a written  report 
to  help  it  make  decisions  on  this  issue. 

Instructions 

Objectives 

Your  report  must  achieve  three  objectives. 

Evaluate  the  problem. 

It  is  necessary  for  you  to  determine  how  serious  the  problem  is  and  identify  the  potential  consequences  that  could 
result  if  the  problem  is  not  dealt  with  by  government. 

Identify  the  causes  of  the  problem. 

It  is  your  duty  to  delve  into  the  root  causes  of  the  problem  and  explain  these  causes  so  that  the  elected  representatives 
using  your  report  will  have  a clear  understanding. 
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Make  recommendations  for  action. 

Your  final  task  is  then  to  draw  a conclusion  regarding  how  serious  the  problem  is  and  make  recommendations  for 
actions  the  government  can  take,  if  required,  to  improve  the  situation. 

Length 

A real  royal  commission  might  take  months  or  even  years  to  reach  its  conclusions.  The  finished  report  provided  by 
the  presiding  judge  could  be  thousands  of  pages  long.  Regrettably,  you  do  not  have  months  or  years  to  complete  your 
investigation.  On  the  flip  side,  your  report  does  not  have  to  be  thousands  of  pages  long,  but  only  two  or  three 
double-spaced  pages  produced  on  a word  processor.  You  can  think  of  the  report  as  being  similar  to  an  executive 
summary  like  the  one  you  completed  in  a previous  module. 

Documentation 


I f % 1 document  all  your  sources  using  proper  techniques.  Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  to  consult 

I OVD  A “Documenting  Sources”  in  the  Toolkit.  Or  ask  your  teacher  for  help  if  you  are  unsure  how  to  do  this. 


A Few  Words  of  Advice 

Your  success  on  this  section  challenge  will  depend  a great  deal  on  your  willingness  to  explore  the  key  question  in 
each  of  the  lessons  in  more  detail.  By  thinking  critically  as  you  work  through  the  section,  you  will  develop  some  ideas 
regarding  what  content  and  conclusions  your  report  will  contain. 

Having  done  that,  you  will  now  extend  yourself  and  conduct  research  beyond  that  required  by  the  lessons.  Do  some 
research  on  the  Internet  or  at  the  library.  Even  better,  make  your  section  challenge  a little  more  like  a real  royal 
commission  and  conduct  a few  interviews  of  people  you  know.  Get  their  impressions  of  the  key  issues  addressed  in 
this  section,  and  ask  for  their  ideas  regarding  how  to  engage  people  in  politics.  (You  may  have  even  done  this  already 
as  part  of  a lesson  activity.)  Where  appropriate,  quote  your  interview  subjects  in  your  report. 

Assessment 

Your  teacher  will  use  the  Royal  Commission  Report  Rubric  to  assess  your  work,  so  be  sure  you  review  the  rubric 
before  you  begin  so  that  you  understand  how  you  will  be  assessed.  Before  submitting  your  report,  use  the  rubric 
criteria  to  critically  review  your  work.  Make  any  changes  you  feel  are  necessary  as  a result  of  this  review  process. 


□ 

Assignment 

Go  to  the  Assignment  Booklet,  and  complete  your  report. 
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Section  1 Summary 


In  this  section  you  considered  this  question:  To  what 
extent  should  I engage  in  the  political  process?  You 
developed  an  understanding  of  issues  related  to  the 
level  of  involvement  that  you  and  other  citizens  have  in 
the  political  process.  You  reviewed  a variety  of  factors 
that  can  lead  individuals  to  ignore  opportunities  to 
influence  and  shape  their  own  government.  You  also 
explored  a number  of  examples  of  how  decisions  made 
by  governments  can  have  a significant  impact  on  your 
finances,  your  freedoms,  and  your  safety. 


These  examples  underline  the  importance  of  maintaining 
an  interest  in  public  affairs  and  taking  an  active  role 
in  influencing  governmental  policies.  You  investigated 
potential  reforms  to  the  political  process  and  strategies 
for  engaging  citizens,  particularly  young  people, 
in  public  affairs.  Finally,  you  considered  additional 
perspectives  on  what  actually  constitutes  citizen 

involvement  in  politics,  and  you  recognized  ways  beyond  simply  voting  through  which  active  citizenship  can  be 
expressed. 


' iQoncept/13566975/Fotolia 


As  you  move  on  to  the  next  section,  you  will  begin  to  apply  what  you  have  learned  about  the  responsibility  for  citizen 
involvement  in  the  context  of  your  own  ideological  perspective. 
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Section  2:  Partners  on  Your  Political  Pathway 


Section  2 Introduction 


background:  © lrochka/8369374/Fotolia:  three  people  jumping:  © Keetten  Predators/1 361 6600/Fotolia;  campfire:  © Galyna  Andrushko/3274658/Fotolia;  three  people 
hiking:  © Galyna  Andrushko/3058792/Fotolia;  girl  rock  climbing:  ©Tyler  Olson/4149530/Fotolia;  two  people  resting:  © Maksym  Gorpenyuk/7536443/Fotolia;  couple 
looking  at  map:  © AVAVA/10957929/Fotolia;  injured  foot:  iStockphoto/Thinkstock 


For  some  people,  there  is  no  better  way  to  spend  a holiday  than  hiking  one  of  the  nation’s  spectacular  back  country 
trails.  While  a few  independent  types  like  to  go  solo,  most  hikers  prefer  to  travel  with  a group,  and  there  are  many 
advantages  to  doing  so.  Equipment  can  be  divided  among  group  members,  lightening  everyone’s  load.  If  a hiker 
should  be  injured,  he  or  she  can  feel  reassured  by  the  fact  that  others  are  around  to  care  for  the  injury  and  to  go  get 
help.  And  of  course,  there  is  the  camaraderie  and  the  pleasure  of  sharing  in  an  adventure  and  the  wonder  of  the  natural 
world. 
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Back  country  travel  can  also  present  hardships  and  challenges,  however.  Because  of  this,  wise  hikers  give  some 
thought  to  who  will  go  with  them  into  the  back  country.  Backpackers  must  sometimes  slog  through  days  of  miserable 
weather  and  muddy  trails,  an  experience  made  worse  if  companions  complain  incessantly  about  the  wet,  the  cold,  and 
the  lack  of  modem  conveniences.  As  well,  varying  levels  of  fitness  can  lead  to  resentment  within  the  group,  with  some 
people  feeling  continually  left  behind  while  others  are  fmstrated  at  constantly  having  to  wait  for  slower  members  of 
the  group.  Finally,  there  are  the  issues  of  experience  and  leadership.  People  with  more  assertive  personalities  may  feel 
it  is  their  role  to  make  decisions  for  the  group.  If  they,  however,  lack  wilderness  experience  or  fail  to  take  into  account 
capabilities  of  individual  group  members,  they  can  lead  everyone  astray. 

Imagine  yourself  in  a group  where  a self-appointed  leader  was  choosing  to  take  your  group  down  an  unnecessarily 
difficult,  perhaps  even  dangerous,  path.  How  would  you  handle  the  situation?  Would  you  try  to  convince  the  rest  of  the 
group  to  take  your  alternate  route?  What  if  they  were  blindly  committed  to  the  path  chosen  by  the  leader?  Would  you 
stay  with  them  on  the  wrong  path  hoping  they  would  soon  see  their  error  and  turn  back?  Would  you  set  out  on  your 
own,  taking  the  route  you  know  to  be  best,  leaving  the  others  to  their  fate? 

In  some  ways,  finding  the  right  political  organization  to  join  is  a bit  like  trying  to  find  a good  group  of  hiking  buddies. 
Fixing  what  you  believe  is  wrong  with  government  might  seem  like  an  insurmountable  challenge  for  you  as  an 
individual.  If  you  can,  however,  find  a group  of  like-minded  individuals  to  “share  the  load,”  you  have  a much  greater 
chance  of  success  and  can  probably  have  a lot  of  fun  in  the  process. 

You  need  to  be  certain,  however,  that  the  goals  of  the  group  are  tmly  consistent  with  your  own.  Just  as  important,  you 
need  to  know  that  the  path  the  leadership  intends  to  take  to  achieve  those  goals  will  not  force  you  to  compromise  your 
own  values.  You  will  need  to  decide  what  your  role  in  the  group  will  be  and  feel  confident  that  you  will  be  allowed  to 
contribute  in  a way  that  suits  you.  Occasionally,  you  may  even  have  to  give  thought  to  what  you  will  do  when  you  see 
the  group  “straying  off  the  ideological  path”  you  think  it  should  be  on. 

In  Section  1 you  began  to  explore  the  degree  to  which  you  might  want  to  become  involved  in  the  political  process. 

In  this  section  you  will  focus  on  exploring  the  types  of  collectives  you  could  join  to  become  more  involved  in  the 
political  process.  You  will  also  have  the  opportunity  to  discover  the  role  your  personal  ideology  may  play  in  guiding 
such  involvement. 

In  this  section  you  will  be  answering  this  question: 

What  role  should  ideology  play  in  guiding  my  involvement  in  the  political  process? 

In  This  Section 

In  this  section  there  are  two  lessons  and  one  section  challenge. 

In  each  lesson  you  will  have  opportunities  to 

• find  and  assess  collectives  that  share  your  ideological  perspective 

• explore  the  potential  problems  that  can  arise  when  an  individual  becomes  part  of  a larger  ideological  collective 
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Lesson  1:  Finding  Your  Ideoiogical  Peers 

You  will  explore  the  variety  of  collectives  you  can  join  to  more  fully  participate  in  the  political  process. 

Lesson  2:  To  Foliow,  To  Lead,  or  To  Waik  Away 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  how  individual  ideals  may  sometimes  conflict  with  those  of  the  larger  collective  to 

which  individuals  belong,  and  you  will  explore  approaches  to  dealing  with  such  a conflict. 

Section  2 Challenge:  Ideological  Matching  Service 

At  the  end  of  this  section  you  will  demonstrate  your  understanding  of  the  complexities  involved  in  joining  and 

working  within  an  ideological  collective  by  developing  materials  for  an  “ideological  matching  service.” 

Outcomes 

In  this  section  you  will 

• consider  the  responsibilities  associated  with 
individual  and  collective  citizenship 

• explore  the  relationship  between  your  personal  and 
collective  worldviews  and  ideology 

• explore  how  ideologies  shape  individual  and 
collective  citizenship 

• evaluate  the  extent  to  which  ideology  should  shape 
responses  to  contemporary  issues 


critical  thinking 
creative  thinking 


• decision  making 


• cooperation 

• conflict  resolution 

• consensus  building 

• involvement 

• leadership 

• respect  for  multiple 
perspectives 


Skills 

and 

Processes 

for 

Social 

Studies 


gathering  information 
organizing  information 
analyzing  and 
evaluating  information 


• written  literacy 

• visual  literacy 

• media  literacy 
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Section  2:  Partners  on  Your  Political  Pathway 


Lesson  1 : Finding  Your  Ideological  Peers 

Get  Focused 

Political  and  social  change  in  society  starts  with  the 
individual.  Someone  must  decide  that  an  issue  is 
important  enough  that  he  or  she  is  willing  to  take  some 
kind  of  action.  Ultimately,  however,  change  is  more 
likely  to  come  about  when  a group  of  like-minded 
individuals  work  together  on  a common  cause. 

So  far  in  this  course,  you  have  looked  at  a number  of 
social  and  political  issues.  Some  have  been  controversial. 

Many  continue  to  remain  unresolved.  A few,  hopefully, 
have  spurred  you  to  consider  taking  some  kind  of  action 
in  support  of  your  particular  perspective  related  to  the 
issue.  Your  voice  and  your  actions  will  have  a greater 
impact  if  they  are  joined  with  those  of  others  who  share 
your  views  and  beliefs.  But  first,  you  need  to  identify 
who  those  others  might  be. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  this  question: 

What  collectives  hold  ideological  perspectives  similar  to  mine? 

Explore 

Political  Parties 

Canada  has  a wide  range  of  political  parties  that  exist  at  the  federal,  provincial,  and  territorial  levels  of  government. 
Often,  even  candidates  in  a civic  election  may  have  some  obvious  ties  to  a particular  political  party,  though 
candidates  may  not  run  under  a party  banner  when  seeking  election.  In  Canada,  parties  are  informally  divided  up  into 
“mainstream”  parties  and  “fringe”  parties. 

The  mainstream  parties  at  the  federal  level  of  government  include  the  Conservatives,  the  Liberals,  the  New 
Democrats,  and  the  Bloc  Quebecois.  The  Green  Party  was  once  considered  a “fringe”  party.  However,  while  it  has  yet 
to  elect  any  Members  of  Parliament,  its  leader  has  taken  part  in  televised  election  debates,  and  the  party  has  garnered 
a significant  share  of  the  popular  vote.  Therefore,  it  too  might  be  considered  by  some  to  be  “mainstream.”  Many  of 
these  mainstream  parties,  or  parties  that  hold  similar  core  philosophies,  exist  at  the  provincial  level  of  government  as 
well  as  the  federal  level. 

Outside  of  the  mainstream  are  the  fringe  parties.  Some  adopt  radical  ideals  that  have  little  appeal  in  a liberal 
democracy.  Some  of  them  are  single-issue  parties.  Their  objective  in  running  in  election  campaigns  may  be,  in  part, 
to  gain  publicity  for  a cause.  While  most  members  of  single-issue  parties  realize  it  is  unlikely  that  they  will  form 
the  government,  many  are  optimistic  that  by  drawing  votes  away  from  more  established  parties  they  will  force  those 
parties  to  address  the  single  issue  of  concern  to  their  party  members. 
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Some  fringe  parties  may  share  similar  beliefs  and  ideals  with  one  of  the  mainstream  parties,  but  differ  on  enough 
points  that  their  members  do  not  feel  comfortable  taking  out  a membership  in  the  better-known  party.  With  enough 
supporters,  any  fringe  party  can  rise  to  become  a mainstream  party.  For  example,  in  the  late  1980s  the  Reform  Party  of 
Canada  started  as  a protest  party,  seeking  better  representation  for  Western  Canada. 

After  a number  of  government  decisions  alienated  many  westerners,  the  party  drew  voters  away  from  the 
long-dominant  Progressive  Conservative  Party.  Eventually,  Reform  drew  enough  support  to  become  the  Official 
Opposition  and  supplanted  the  Progressive  Conservatives  as  the  leading  right-wing  party  in  the  country. 

Finally,  some  individuals  use  the  election  process  to  satirize  politics.  If  enough  support  can  be  gained  and  enough 
people  found  who  are  willing  to  list  their  names  as  candidates,  virtually  any  group  of  adult  citizens  can  form  and 
register  a political  party.  Occasionally,  this  gives  rise  to  “joke”  parties. 

Joke  parties  typically  have  absurd  policies  and  often  make  wild  promises  to  voters.  Some  people  see  voting  for  a joke 
party  as  a form  of  protest  against  the  more  mainstream  parties.  A few  people  might  think  it  would  be  amusing  if  a joke 
party  were  somehow  able  to  gamer  enough  votes  to  form  a government.  Joke  parties  are  a testament  to  the  level  of 
freedom  enjoyed  in  a liberal  democracy  like  Canada. 

However,  voting  for  a party  that  has  no  serious  platform,  even  in  protest,  is  perhaps  not  the  most  effective  use  of  a 
valuable  vote. 


Voting  with  Your  Head 


Hopefully,  when  you  have  the  opportunity  to  vote  in 
an  election,  you  will  exercise  that  important  right.  The 
question  is,  who  will  you  vote  for?  There  are  a number 
of  factors  that  may  influence  a voter.  A party’s  position 
on  the  political  spectmm  and  its  platform  are  perhaps 
the  most  significant  factors.  The  qualifications  and 
demeanour  of  the  party  leader  may  influence  voters 
as  well  as  the  skill,  experience,  and  background  of 
individual  candidates  in  each  riding.  Regrettably,  some 
voters  are  guided  by  less  substantial  factors  when 
making  the  important  decision  about  whom  to  vote  for. 


platform:  the  collection  of  policies  and  promises  that  a political 
party  presents  to  voters  during  an  election  campaign 


Some  individuals  vote  for  a particular  party  because 
influential  people  in  their  lives  have  convinced  them  to 
vote  a particular  way.  It  is  worthwhile  to  listen  to  the 
political  opinions  of  others,  particularly  those  whom 
you  have  come  to  tmst.  But  it  is  important  to  remember 
that  another  person’s  goals  in  choosing  a political 
representative  or  a government  may  not  be  entirely  the 
same  as  yours.  There  may  be  options  for  voting  that 

others  are  unaware  of  or  that  they  have  discounted  out  of  hand  without  giving  them  due  consideration.  It  is  in  your 
interest  to  learn  about,  and  carefully  consider,  all  options  available  to  you  before  casting  your  ballot. 
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In  some  cases,  an  individual  may  vote  for  a particular  party  simply  because  it  is  popular  or  because  many  people 
in  their  peer  group  clearly  intend  to  vote  for  it.  A party’s  popularity  in  polls  may  indicate  that  many  citizens  find  its 
policies  attractive.  It  does  not  necessarily  follow,  however,  that  policies  that  are  popular  with  the  masses  will  benefit 
you  as  an  individual  or  your  friends  or  family.  It  is  in  your  interest  to  review  the  policies,  the  promises,  and  the  record 
of  the  political  party  for  which  you  intend  to  vote.  You  may  still  choose  to  cast  your  ballot  for  the  party  that  is  flying 
high  in  the  polls  or  is  popular  with  your  friends,  but  you  will  do  so  with  the  knowledge  that  there  is  sound  reasoning 
behind  your  decision. 

It  is  also  important  to  keep  your  “critical  thinking  cap”  on  during  elections.  You  may  be  bombarded  with  emotional 
campaign  commercials  and  colourful  election  signs.  Sometimes  candidates  are  chosen  to  run  for  a party  primarily 
because  they  have  a well-known  family  name  or  are  photogenic.  Candidates  and  campaigns  can  be  long  on  style  and 
short  on  substance.  You’ll  want  to  look  past  the  glitz  and  delve  into  a party’s  policies  and  the  candidate’s  background 
and  qualifications  before  casting  your  ballot. 


Discover 


Since  you  are  soon  to  become  a voter,  it’s  now  time  to  get  a sense  of  which  parties  exist  within  Canada  and  your 
province  or  territory.  It  is  also  important  to  determine  which  parties  are  most  consistent  with  your  own  personal 
ideology. 

Using  the  Internet,  enter  the  search  terms  “federal  political  parties  Canada.”  This  should  return  a number  of  hits, 
including  at  least  one  that  links  to  Elections  Canada’s  list  of  registered  federal  political  parties.  Check  out  this  list.  It 
has  links  to  the  websites  of  all  the  parties  that  run  candidates  in  federal  elections. 

Your  task  is  to  spend  a few  minutes  browsing  each  website  to  get  a sense  of  what  each  political  party  offers  you  as  a 
voter.  Spend  more  time  on  sites  that  appear  to  more  closely  reflect  your  own  ideological  beliefs. 


a Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  locate  the  “Evaluating  My  Political  Options:  Part  1”  worksheet.  As  you 
work  through  the  websites,  use  this  worksheet  to  record  pertinent  information. 

Include  the  name  of  each  party,  statements  on  how  to  characterize  the  party,  and  an  assessment  on  whether  or  not  that 
party  appeals  to  you  as  a voter  and  why. 

Once  you  have  completed  your  review  of  federal  parties,  you  can  turn  to  provincial  parties.  Use  the  keywords 
“registered  political  parties  Alberta”  to  obtain  a similar  list  of  provincial  political  parties,  and  repeat  the  process  with 
the  appropriate  table  in  Part  1 of  the  worksheet. 

Place  your  completed  worksheet  in  your  portfolio.  Your  teacher  may  ask  to  see  it  to  verify  completion  of  the  activity. 
It  may  also  prove  very  helpful  when  you  take  on  the  section  challenge. 
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Beyond  Just  Voting 


Voting  in  an  election  is  an  important  part  of  being 
a citizen.  However,  for  those  people  who  are  truly 
motivated  to  help  shape  the  future  of  the  nation  or 
province,  joining  a political  party  provides  an  avenue 
for  greater  involvement.  Any  of  the  political  parties  you 
have  researched  would  likely  welcome  new  members. 

Even  if  you  are  not  yet  of  voting  age,  most  parties  have 
youth  wings  that  will  allow  you  to  participate  in  the 
party’s  decision-making  processes.  As  you  become  more 
familiar  with  the  issues  confronting  society,  and  more 
confident  in  your  party’s  approach  to  those  issues,  you 
may  even  choose  to  run  for  government. 
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Pressure  Groups 


You  may  find  the  concept  of  joining  a political  party  not  to  your  liking.  For  some 
people  who  feel  strongly  about  one  single  issue,  membership  in  a political  party 
might  require  that  they  devote  too  much  effort  advancing  a broad  range  of  issues  and 
not  enough  time  on  their  issue  of  primary  concern.  Such  individuals  might  be  more 
comfortable  joining  a pressure  group. 

Pressure  groups  attempt  to  influence  social  and  political  change  by  encouraging 
government  action  on  a particular  issue.  Pressure  groups  may  use  public  awareness  campaigns  to  bring  attention  to 
their  issue  of  concern  and  to  gather  public  support.  They  may  use  petitions  and  letter- writing  campaigns  to  obtain  the 
attention  of  government  representatives,  or  they  may  stage  protests  and  demonstrations.  Sometimes  they  engage  in 
legal  actions,  taking  the  government  to  court.  They  may  also  arrange  meetings  with  government  officials  to  express 
concerns. 


pressure  group:  a group 
of  individuals  who  use 
letter-writing  campaigns, 
public-awareness  campaigns, 
and  other  tactics  to  bring 
pressure  on  governments 
to  act  on  a specific  issue  of 
concern 


The  controversial  social  and  political  issues  that  confront  governments  and  society  have  given  rise  to  a myriad  of 
pressure  groups.  It  is  difficult  to  please  all  of  the  people  all  of  the  time,  and  government’s  role  in  providing  services 
to  the  majority  may  bring  them  into  conflict  with  citizens  representing  minority  perspectives.  For  example,  building  a 
new  road  or  a power  line  often  requires  government  to  obtain  land  from  private  landowners.  The  landowners  may  not 
want  to  sell,  or  they  may  not  be  happy  with  the  financial  compensation  offered  by  the  government. 


Ultimately,  governments  have  the  power  to  expropriate  land  it  deems  to  be  in  the 
public  interest.  However,  in  some  cases,  landowners  have  banded  together  to  support 
one  another  and  to  push  for  stronger  property  rights  for  citizens. 


expropriate:  to  take  away 
property  or  force  its  sale 
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Voices 


Founded  in  2006,  the  Alberta  Property  Rights  Initiative  is  a non-profit,  non-partisan  advocacy  group  headquartered  in  the  Calgary 
area.  It  will  endeavour  to  provide  a common  central  organization  for  various  concerned  property  groups  who  wish  to  promote 
entrenchment  in  law,  the  full  protection  of  property  rights  for  the  benefit  of  all  Albertans;  “The  Initiative.” 

The  Initiative  will  actively  build  political  support  to  pass  a property  rights  clause  in  the  Canadian  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms, 
in  order  to  guarantee  that  if  any  portion  of  private  property,  is  taken  for  public  use,  the  owner  will  receive,  to  that  extent,  full,  fair 
and  timely  market  compensation. 

The  Initiative  will  actively  promote  an  Alberta  Property  Rights  Preservation  Bill  to  protect  property  owners  through  provincial 
legislation. 

— from  Alberta  Property  Rights  Initiative  website 


As  a non-partisan  organization,  a group  such  as  the  Alberta  Property  Rights  Initiative  would  likely  welcome  any 
individuals  who  seek  stronger  property  rights  for  citizens,  regardless  of  the  person’s  political  affiliation.  For  some 
people,  this  may  be  the  appeal  of  this  type  of  organization.  The  focus  is  on  the  central  issue  of  property  rights,  not  the 
host  of  other  issues  that  one  may  be  asked  to  consider  as  a member  of  a political  party. 


y 

Discover 


Brainstorm.  Think  of  three  issues  of  interest  or  concern  to  you  personally.  They  can  be  local,  provincial,  national,  or 
international  issues. 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD,  and  open  the  worksheet  “Evaluating  My  Political  Options:  Part  2.” 


Using  the  library,  the  Internet,  or  other  resources,  find  three  pressure  groups  you  could  join  that  work  toward 
addressing  issues  of  concern  to  you.  For  example,  you  could  enter  the  terms  “animal  rights  organizations”  to  get  a list 
of  groups  that  tackle  the  issue  of  animal  welfare. 


Once  you  have  opened  the  worksheet,  go  to  the  Prospective  Pressure  Groups  chart.  For  each  group  you  research, 
record  pertinent  information  on  the  group’s  name,  the  issue  it  is  addressing,  the  methods  it  uses  to  bring  pressure  to 
bear  on  government  and  society,  and  the  membership  requirements.  An  example  has  been  provided  for  you  in  the  first 
row  of  the  table. 


Remember  that  community  groups,  religious  organizations,  youth  clubs,  and  other  organizations  may  occasionally 
engage  in  activities  that  would  qualify  them  as  a pressure  group.  You  may  include  these  types  of  organizations  if  they 
fit. 


When  you  have  completed  this  final  chart,  place  it  in  your  portfolio  with  the  other  worksheet  you  completed  for  this 
lesson.  Once  again,  your  teacher  may  wish  to  confirm  that  you  have  undertaken  the  required  research  and  evaluation 
of  your  own  options  for  political  engagement.  Your  completed  chart  may  prove  valuable  when  you  tackle  the  section 
challenge. 
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Lesson  Summary 

In  this  lesson  you  considered  the  question,  What 
collectives  hold  ideological  perspectives  similar  to  mine? 

Like  most  people,  you  have  a set  of  ideals  and  beliefs 
that  guide  your  actions  and  shape  your  perspectives 
regarding  society  and  government.  There  are 
undoubtedly  others  in  the  world  who  share  your  goals, 
your  hopes,  and  your  concerns  about  how  the  future  will 
unfold  for  yourself,  for  those  you  care  about,  and  for 
your  town,  province,  and  nation.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
course  you  explored  the  idea  that  you  belong  to  a variety 
of  collectives.  In  this  lesson  you  have  identified  some 
formal  collectives  comprised  of  individuals  who  share 
like-minded  perspectives  on  political  and  social  issues. 

Political  parties  represent  the  most  fundamental 
organizations  for  advancing  particular  ideological  goals 
within  a democracy.  You  have  learned  that  your  vote  is 
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not  to  be  given  lightly  to  a political  party.  You  have  a 

responsibility  to  get  informed,  and  remain  informed,  about  the  policies  and  actions  of  political  parties  vying  for  your 
support.  By  reviewing  the  variety  of  political  choices  available  to  you,  you  have  taken  an  important  step  in  becoming 
an  independent  and  informed  voter  and  an  active  and  responsible  citizen. 

You  have  also  explored  groups  other  than  political  parties  who  work  collectively  to  bring  about  government  and 
societal  action  on  issues  of  importance  to  them.  Formal  pressure  groups,  and  other  organizations  that  demand 
governments  act  on  a given  issue,  represent  another  important  avenue  for  your  political  involvement.  In  this  lesson 
you  reflected  on  issues  that  are  important  to  you  and  started  to  identify  pressure  groups  that  you  could  join,  or  may 
have  already  joined,  that  share  your  concerns. 

You  have  identified  collectives  that  hold  ideological  beliefs  similar  to  your  own.  Hopefully,  based  on  what  you  have 
learned  here,  you  will  begin  to  take  on  a more  active  role  in  the  political  life  of  your  community,  your  province,  your 
nation,  and  the  globe.  In  Lesson  2 you  will  explore  potential  roles  to  take  within  collectives  and  reflect  on  the  degree 
to  which  you  will  be  willing  to  compromise  your  individual  ideals  for  those  of  the  group. 
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Section  2:  Partners  on  Your  Political  Pathway 


Lesson  2:  To  Follow,  To  Lead,  orTo  Walk  Away 
Get  Focused 
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For  most  of  your  life  to  this  point,  you  have  lived  in  a world  largely  shaped  by  your  elders.  Ultimately,  however,  your 
generation  will  inherit  this  world  and  your  generation  will  put  its  own  stamp  on  it.  You  and  your  peers  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  influence  not  only  important  decisions  about  governance  and  policy,  but  the  manner  in  which  those 
decisions  are  arrived  at. 

In  the  last  lesson  you  explored  collectives  that  may  share  your  concerns  and  your  ideological  beliefs  and  values.  You 
may  choose  to  support  and  even  join  these  collectives.  If  so,  you  may  find  that  even  though  you  share  some  similar 
values,  they  are  not  always  identical  values.  As  part  of  a collective,  you  may  be  pressured  to  support  values  and 
actions  with  which  you  are  not  entirely  comfortable. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  some  of  the  levels  of  political  involvement  open  to  you.  You  will  also  be  provided  with 
some  examples  of  actions  taken  by  collectives  that  often  present  moral  challenges  to  some  of  their  supporters.  You 
will  begin  to  formulate  some  personal  guidelines  regarding  the  degree  to  which  you  will  compromise  your  own  values 
and  beliefs  for  the  goals  of  the  collectives  you  support. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  this  question: 

To  what  extent  should  I compromise  my  beliefs  to  achieve  the  larger  goals  of  ideological  collectives  to  which  I 
belong? 
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Explore 

How  Involved  Do  You  Want  to  Be? 

As  noted  in  previous  lessons,  some  individuals  are  relatively  disengaged  from  the  political  process.  Others  do  engage, 
but  to  varying  degrees.  Generally  speaking,  the  more  engaged  a person  is  in  political  and  social  issues,  the  more 
likely  he  or  she  will  begin  to  work  with  a collective  that  shares  some  personal  concerns  and  goals.  Within  a collective, 
however,  there  are  differing  degrees  of  involvement.  Consider  the  following  diagram. 


Levels  of  Individual  Involvement  in  a Collective 


• individual  has  little 
interest  in  political  or 
social  issues 

• individual  is 
unfamiliar  with,  or 
unable  to  recognize 
the  existence  of 
collectives  that  share 
his  or  her  personal 
ideals 


Superficial 

Involvement 


• individual  is  aware 
of,  and  can  identify 
collectives  to  which 
he  or  she  belongs 
(e.g.,  conservative, 
socialist, 

environmentalist, 

atheist) 

• can  articulate  beliefs 
and  ideals  that 
underlay  their 
ideology 


Active 

Participation 


• individual  has 
formalized 
connections  to 
ideological 
collectives  (e.g., 
membership  in  a 
political  party, 
church 

congregation, 
pressure  group) 

• may  take  on  support 
roles  within 

the  collective  such  as 
fundraising, 
campaigning, 
administrative  tasks 
within  collective 


Leadership 


• individual  has 
attained  formal  or 
informal  status  as  a 
leader  within  the 
collective 

• other  members  of 
the  collective  look  to 
the  Individual  for 
guidance 

• individual  has  an 
influential  role  in 
determining  policies 
and  actions  of  the 
collective 


When  Individual  and  Collective  Values  Collide 

When  an  individual’s  personal  beliefs  come  into  conflict  with  those  of  a collective  to  which  the  person  belongs,  the 
individual  must  decide  how  to  respond.  Sometimes  the  individual  may  reduce  his  or  her  involvement  or  withdraw 
entirely  from  the  collective.  Alternatively,  the  individual  may  choose  to  become  more  involved  with  the  goal  of 
convincing  the  collective  to  re-evaluate  and  to  modify  its  beliefs.  In  the  future,  you  may  need  to  make  decisions 
regarding  how  to  respond  to  differences  in  opinion  between  yourself  and  collectives  to  which  you  belong.  Depending 
on  the  circumstances,  you  may  decide  to  follow  the  will  of  the  collective  and  accept  that  you  must  compromise  your 
individual  ideals  to  some  degree  when  part  of  a group. 

Alternatively,  you  might  try  to  take  on  a leadership  role  in  the  collective.  In  this  way,  you  might  be  able  to  reshape  the 
established  ideals  of  the  collective  so  they  are  more  in  line  with  your  own.  Finally,  you  may  choose  to  abandon  the 
collective  entirely,  perhaps  to  seek  another  one  whose  ideological  framework  is  more  akin  to  your  own. 

Within  the  arenas  of  politics  and  social  action,  there  are  a number  of  key  issues  with  the  potential  to  bring  individuals 
within  a collective  into  conflict  with  the  larger  membership. 
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When  Politics  Turn  Nasty 


In  Canada,  elected  representatives  who  are  not  members 
of  the  governing  party  are  referred  to  as  the  Opposition. 
The  implication  of  this  label  is  that  they  must  remain 
constantly  “opposed”  to  the  government.  Opposition 
members  have  an  important  responsibility  to  scrutinize 
and  criticize  government  policies,  bills,  and  actions.  In 
justifying  and  explaining  their  actions,  the  governing 
party  may  paint  the  Opposition’s  criticisms  as  trivial  and 
the  Opposition’s  alternative  policies  as  misinformed  or 
misguided.  Parliament,  by  its  nature  then,  is  adversarial. 
When  it  works  well,  however,  it  serves  as  a crucible 
where  both  bad  legislation,  and  baseless  criticism,  are 
laid  bare  for  the  public  to  see. 


©Thomas  Perkins/3461069/Fotolia 


Unfortunately,  political  rivalries  can  sometimes  be  carried  to  the  point  where  the  development  of  sound  policies  and 
laws  no  longer  becomes  the  primary  focus  of  politicians.  Parliamentary  decorum,  basic  manners,  and  simple  respect 
for  opponents  may  be  cast  aside  by  some  politicians  whose  goal  appears  to  be  to  win  an  election  at  all  costs. 


Most  people  would  argue  that,  in  such  cases,  democracy  suffers.  Some  people  identify 
mudslinging  and  negative  attack  ads  as  things  that  turn  them  off  politics.  While 
hoping  for  a discussion  of  policies  and  substantive  issues,  citizens  are  sometimes 
instead  bombarded  by  media  campaigns  that  focus  on  some  implied  or  fabricated  flaw 
in  an  opposing  candidate’s  character. 

While  attack  ads  can  backfire  on  the  parties  that  use  them,  they  are  sometimes 
effective  vehicles  for  winning  voters  away  from  an  opponent. 


mudslinging:  attacking  a 
political  opponent’s  character, 
often  using  innuendo, 
unfounded  accusations,  or 
insults 

attack  ads:  political 
advertisements  that  focus  on 
painting  an  opposing  politician 
in  a negative  light 


2008  Jett  Parker,  Florida  Today,  and  PoliticalCartoons.com 
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While  using  the  Internet,  familiarize  yourself  with  some  famous  attack  ads.  You  can  find  a good  explanation  of  the 
philosophy  behind  attack  ads  and  a description  of  some  of  the  more  famous  examples  of  such  ads  by  using  the  key 
search  words  “CBC  in-depth  attack  ads.”  Once  you  have  read  about  some  of  these  ads,  you  should  be  able  to  view 
some  of  them  on  one  of  the  many  video-sharing  sites  on  the  Internet. 

Sticking  to  the  High  Road 

It  is  possible  to  keep  political  discussions  on  a more  intellectual  level.  Voters  can  demonstrate  their  distaste  for 
mudslinging  and  attack  ads  by  punishing  those  who  use  such  tactics  at  the  polls.  Perhaps  even  more  influential  are 
voices  from  within  the  political  parties  themselves.  The  rank  and  file  members  of  political  parties  have  the  power  to 
influence  the  leadership  and  raise  the  tone  of  political  debate.  Party  members  can  make  it  clear  that  they  want  their 
party  to  “take  the  high  road”  in  its  approach  to  politics. 


Voices 


Justin  Trudeau  (shown  in  the  photograph)  is  the  son  of  Pierre  Trudeau,  who  served  several  terms  as  prime  minister  of 
Canada.  At  his  father’s  funeral,  Justin  recounted  an  incident  that  occurred  one  day  while  visiting  his  father  at  work. 


‘As  I guess  it  is  for  most  kids  in  Grade  3,  it  was  always  a real 
treat  to  visit  my  dad  at  work. 


‘As  on  previous  visits,  this  particular  occasion  included  a 
lunch  at  the  parliamentary  restaurant,  which  always  seemed 
to  be  terribly  important  and  full  of  serious  people  who  I didn’t 
recognize. 


“But  at  eight,  I was  becoming  politically  aware.  And  I 
recognized  one  whom  I knew  to  be  one  of  my  father’s  chief 
rivals. 


“Thinking  of  pleasing  my  father,  I told  a joke  about  the 
rival — a generic,  silly  little  grade  school  thing. 


“My  father  looked  at  me  sternly  with  that  look  I would  learn 

never  attack  the  individual 

imilllp  H we  can  be  in  total  disagreement  with  someone  without 
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“Saying  that,  he  stood  up  and  took  me  by  the  hand  and  brought  me  over  to  introduce  me  to  this  man.  He  was  a nice  man  who 
was  eating  there  with  his  daughter,  a nice-looking  blond  girl  a little  younger  than  I was. 


“He  spoke  to  me  in  a friendly  manner  for  a bit  and  it  was  at  that  point  that  I understood  that  having  opinions  that  are  different  from 
those  of  another  does  not  preclude  one  being  deserving  of  respect  as  an  individual. 

“This  simple  tolerance  and  (recognition  of)  the  real  and  profound  dimensions  of  each  human  being,  regardless  of  beliefs,  origins, 
or  values — that’s  what  he  expected  of  his  children  and  that’s  what  he  expected  of  our  country.” 


-Justin  Trudeau,  excerpt  from  a eulogy  for  his  father,  former  Prime  Minister  Pierre  Trudeau 
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Pause  and  Reflect 


Attack  ads  can  be  effective,  but  does  that  make  them  right?  Do  the  ends  (having  your  party  win  an  election)  justify  the  means 
(unfairly  vilifying  an  opponent)?  If  you  were  a party  member,  how  would  you  respond  if  your  party  engaged  in  unwarranted 
character  attacks  on  an  opponent? 


Personal  Principles  Versus  Partisan  Politics 


“Partisanship  is  our  great  curse.  We  too  readily  assume  that  everything  has  two  sides  and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  be  on  one  or  the 
other.” 

— James  Harvey  Robinson 
American  historian,  1863-1936 


People  can  be  very  passionate  about  politics  and,  once  they  have  associated  themselves  with  a particular  political 
party,  some  individuals  develop  a fierce  loyalty  to  that  party  and  its  ideals.  When  this  loyalty  prevents  a person  from 
recognizing  flaws  within  the  party  or  embracing  good  ideas  from  political  rivals,  loyalty  has  been  transformed  into 
what  is  often  referred  to  as  blind  partisanship. 

Partisanship  at  this  level  can  cause  friction  within  the  party.  Deeply  partisan  members,  who  are  often  unyielding  in 
their  adherence  to  their  ideological  precepts,  may  attack  moderates  within  their  own  party  who  are  more  willing  to 
compromise  with  other  parties.  If  the  more  partisan  members  have  significant  power  and  influence  within  a party, 
refusing  to  support  their  hard  line  can  be  very  difficult  for  moderates. 


“Remember  always  that  you  not  only  have  the  right  to  be  an  individual,  you  have  an  obligation  to  be  one.” 

— Eleanor  Roosevelt 


Pause  and  Reflect 


Do  you  have  the  courage  to  stand  up  for  your  convictions,  even  when  these  ideals  put  you  in  opposition  to  your  friends?  Would 
you  be  willing  to  risk  your  reputation  and  standing  in  a group  if  you  believed  doing  so  would  be  for  the  greater  good? 
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‘I  think  my  take  on  it  was  Colin  had  already  left  the  party.  I didn’t  know  he  was  a Republican. 


■Dick  Cheney 


Colin  Powell:  A Study  in  Personal  Convictions  and  Party  Politics 


Colin  Powell  is  a well-known  member  of  the  Republican 
Party  in  the  United  States.  A former  four-star  general  in  the 
U.S.  Army,  he  also  served  in  a number  of  capacities  within 
the  federal  government.  Most  notably,  he  was  the  secretary 
of  state  in  George  W.  Bush’s  administration  from  2001  to 
2005.  This  period  included  the  9/11  terrorist  attacks  and  the 
U.S.  invasion  of  Iraq. 


In  the  2008  national  election,  Powell  drew  the  ire  of  many 
fellow  Republicans  when  he  endorsed  Barack  Obama,  a 
Democrat,  as  his  personal  choice  to  be  the  next  president 
of  the  United  States.  In  doing  so,  Powell  noted  his  belief  that 
Obama  was  a “transformational  figure”  who  would  make  an 
excellent  president. 


Powell  also  criticized  the  Republican’s  own  presidential 
campaign,  questioning  the  selection  of  Alaska  governor 
Sarah  Palin  as  John  McCain’s  vice-presidential  running  mate, 
He  also  criticized  the  McCain  campaign’s  not-so-thinly-veiled 
attempts  to  link  Obama  to  terrorism,  by  virtue  of  his 
association  with  a former  Vietnam-era  radical. 


Powell’s  decision  made  him  the  target  of  criticism  from 
a number  of  influential  members  of  his  own  party.  Rush 
Limbaugh,  a well-known  right-wing  talk  show  host, 
suggested  that  Powell  should  leave  the  Republican 
Party  and  become  a Democrat.  Dick  Cheney,  the  former 
vice-president  in  George  W.  Bush’s  administration,  stated  the 
following  in  a televised  interview: 


For  his  part,  Powell  made  it  clear  that  he  was  still  a strong  Republican,  but  that  he  believed  his  party  had  drifted  too  far  to  the 
right  of  the  political  spectrum  and  was  losing  support  with  mainstream  American  voters. 


Pause  and  Reflect 

Should  an  individual  who  is  frustrated  with  his  or  her  party’s  leadership  or  policies  leave  the  party,  or  would  it  be  better  to  reform 
the  party  from  within?  What  are  some  of  the  potential  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  each  choice? 


45 


Module  7:  Responding  to  Contemporary  Issues 


Civil  Disobedience,  Violent  Protest,  and  Coiiectives 


In  2002,  in  the  midst  of  a bitter  labour  dispute  between 
teachers  and  the  Alberta  provincial  government, 
thousands  of  students  across  the  province  decided  to 
engage  in  an  act  of  civil  disobedience  to  protest  the 
impact  the  dispute  was  having  on  them.  Across  the 
province,  at  1 1 :00  a.m.  on  April  4 of  that  year,  students 
stood  up  and  walked  out  of  their  classrooms. 

Some  students  engaged  in  protests  outside  their  schools 
or  at  the  legislative  building  in  Edmonton.  Many 
students,  though  aware  of  the  walkout,  chose  to  stay  in 
their  classrooms.  The  walkout  was,  after  all,  ultimately  a 
violation  of  the  law.  The  Alberta  School  Act  clearly  states 
legitimate  reasons  for  absence  from  school,  and  political 
protest  is  not  listed  among  those.  In  some  districts, 
students  who  participated  in  the  walkout  received  mild 
reprimands.  Most  schools,  however,  while  not  condoning  the  student  action,  accepted  it  as  a relatively  harmless  form 
of  civil  disobedience  designed  to  highlight  student  concerns. 

Violating  a law  that  is  considered  unjust,  as  you  have  learned,  is  one  approach  sometimes  taken  by  groups  seeking 
change.  While  considered  by  some  to  be  a legitimate  form  of  protest,  it  can  nonetheless  place  some  of  a group’s 
members  and  supporters  in  a difficult  position.  This  is  particularly  true  if  these  members  support  the  group’s  cause, 
but  at  the  same  time  the  members  are  not  completely  aware  of  the  group’s  planned  actions  to  advance  that  cause. 

The  environmental  movement  has  its  fair  share  of  groups  that  have  engaged  in  illegal  acts  to  make  their  point.  Some, 
like  Greenpeace,  have  typically  engaged  in  non-violent  acts  such  as  draping  banners  over  public  structures.  The 
individuals  who  carry  out  these  acts  on  behalf  of  the  group  are  often  charged  with  trespassing  or  public  mischief. 

Other  environmental  groups,  however,  have  taken  potentially  far  more  dangerous  and  controversial  actions  in  support 
of  their  causes.  In  the  1980s,  some  members  of  an  environmental  group  Earth  First  advocated  tree  spiking,  a practice 
in  which  metal  spikes  were  driven  into  the  trunks  of  trees  in  old-growth  forests.  When  the  trees  were  cut  down  and 
sent  for  processing,  the  metal  in  the  trunks  could  cause  saw  blades  in  mills  to  shatter,  presenting  a significant  danger 
to  workers.  Earth  First  has  since  renounced  the  tactic. 

One  of  the  more  controversial  environmental  groups  in  existence  is  the  Sea  Shepherd  Conservation  Society.  Its 
leader,  Paul  Watson,  advocates  a radical  and  uncompromising  approach  to  environmental  protection.  Some  of  Sea 
Shepherd’s  members  have  engaged  in  militant  and  often  dangerous  tactics,  such  as  ramming  whaling  ships.  Although 
Time  magazine  named  Watson  in  2000  as  one  of  the  “Environmental  Heroes  of  the  20th  Century,”  criminal  charges  are 
pending  against  him  in  several  countries.  His  group’s  methods  have  drawn  harsh  criticism  even  from  within  the  larger 
environmental  movement.  His  most  virulent  critics  characterize  Watson  not  as  an  environmentalist,  but  as  an 
eco-terrorist. 


© Dawn  Hudson/8953299/Fotolia 
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y 

mmKm  Discover 


Using  the  Internet  or  other  sources,  do  some  additional  research  on  Paul  Watson.  The 
Sea  Shepherd  Conservation  Society  website,  which  provides  its  perspective  on  the 
group’s  actions,  is  easy  to  find.  Try  to  get  some  other  perspectives  on  the  actions  taken 
by  Watson  and  his  group.  Doing  this  search  will  provide  you  with  more  to  think  about 
as  you  consider  the  following  Pause  and  Reflect  questions. 


Pause  and  Reflect 


To  what  extent  are  individual  members  and  supporters  of  groups  responsible  for  the  actions  of  the  collective?  If  an  individual 
donates  money  to  a group  that  engages  in  violent  acts  to  further  a cause,  is  the  individual  guilty  of  supporting  terrorism?  What  if 
the  individual  is  on  the  membership  list  but  does  not  actively  engage  in  violence? 


Understanding  and  Responding 

Your  Personal  Code  of  Membership  in  a Collective 

You  are  already  a member  of  many  collectives.  In  some  cases,  you  may  have  formalized  your  membership  by  signing 
a pledge  or  by  paying  membership  fees.  In  the  future,  you  may  join  other  formal  collectives,  such  as  political  parties, 
labour  unions,  pressure  groups,  and  professional  associations.  As  the  examples  demonstrate,  membership  in  a 
collective,  even  one  that  appears  to  represent  your  beliefs  and  values,  is  not  always  easy. 

You  may  be  presented  with  situations  where  you  are  expected  to  condone,  or  at  least  accept,  actions  that  counter  your 
own  beliefs.  In  some  cases,  you  may  not  even  be  privy  to  the  group’s  intent  to  carry  out  such  acts  until  after  the  fact. 
Deciding  what  to  do  in  such  circumstances  may  be  easier  if  you’ve  spent  some  time  thinking  about  which  of  your 
personal  values  are  most  important  to  you  and  which  you  might  be  willing  to  compromise. 

Your  task  is  to  develop  a Personal  Code  of  Membership  in  a Collective.  Include  at  least  ten  points  in  your  code.  You 
may  want  to  consider  some  values  as  starting  points. 

SGo  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  view  “My  Personal  Code  of  Membership  in  a Collective:  A Sample”  to  see 
an  example  of  a personal  code.  Please  note  that  you  may  find  some  items  in  the  sample  code  personally 
offensive. 
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Loyalty 


Individuality 


What  values  guide 
your  actions 
within  a 
collective? 


Legality 


Fairness 


Power 


You  may  find  this  to  be  a difficult  exercise.  That  is  okay.  Think  of  the  collectives  to  which  you  already  belong.  The 
collective  might  include  a team,  a group  of  friends,  or  some  variety  of  youth  groups.  Think  about  circumstances  where 
you  have  been  willing  to  go  along  with  the  group’s  decision,  even  though  it  may  not  have  been  the  one  you  would 
have  made  by  yourself  Then,  think  about  situations  where  you  held  fast  to  your  personal  opinion.  Try  to  apply  the 
personal  values  that  guided  those  decisions  to  other  situations.  Remember,  not  all  points  in  your  code  will  necessarily 
be  relevant  in  all  circumstances.  That  said,  a well-thought-out  code  will  not  be  full  of  blatant  contradictions  either. 

Discussion 

Discuss  your  finished  code  with  someone  else.  If  possible,  choose  a fellow  student  who  has  also  done  the  assignment. 
Ask  this  person  to  provide  an  opinion  on  your  code  and  explain  his  or  her  own  code.  Feel  free  to  alter  or  add  to  your 
own  code  based  on  what  you  learn  from  these  discussions. 

Test  Your  Code 

f ^ 

- Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  view  “Test  Your  Code,”  which  offers  hypothetical  situations  that  you  can 
QyQ  use  to  test  your  completed  personal  code  of  membership. 

V..  ■ J 

Read  each  hypothetical  situation  and  see  if  some  of  the  points  in  your  code  are  relevant  to  helping  make  a decision 
about  an  action  you  would  take.  Some  potential  choices  for  your  response  to  each  situation  are  provided.  If  you  can 
come  up  with  an  alternative  solution  of  your  own,  you  may  use  that  instead. 
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What  aspects  of  your  personal  code  came  into  play  in  each  scenario?  If  possible,  pair  up  with  a fellow  student  who  has 
completed  the  assignment  to  discuss  how  and  why  you  made  your  choices.  Note  where  the  two  of  you  have  differing 
opinions  in  regards  to  an  individual’s  responsibility  within  a group. 

Place  your  completed  activity  in  your  portfolio.  You  will  be  able  to  draw  from  this  information  when  you  complete  the 
section  challenge. 

Lesson  Summary 

In  this  lesson  you  considered  the  question,  To  what  extent  should  I compromise  my  beliefs  to  achieve  the  larger  goals 
of  ideological  collectives  to  which  I belong? 

Collective  actions  taken  to  address  an  issue  or  problem  are  frequently  more  effective  than  one  individual  acting  alone. 
Working  within  a collective,  however,  can  sometimes  be  problematic  for  individuals  when  some  of  their  personal 
values  clash  with  those  of  the  larger  collective.  One  factor  that  can  affect  this  situation  is  the  level  of  involvement  the 
individual  has  in  the  group. 

A person  who  is  only  superficially  involved  in  a group  may  not  be  particularly  troubled  by  a group  whose  actions 
violate  these  personal  ideals.  Someone  with  a more  prominent  role  in  the  group  would  likely  take  more  interest  in 
such  matters. 

In  the  realm  of  formalized  political  involvement,  individual  supporters  and  members  of  political  parties  may  be  forced 
to  re-evaluate  their  relationship  with  their  party  in  light  of  party  polices  or  actions.  For  some  people,  tactics  such  as 
mudslinging  and  attack  ads  lower  the  quality  of  political  debate  and  demean  politics  in  general.  In  circumstances 
where  such  tactics  are  used,  some  party  members  may  question  the  quality  of  the  party’s  leadership  or  even  their  own 
continued  association  with  that  party. 

Outside  of  party  politics,  individuals  are  often  still  presented  with  a challenge  when  their  personal  values  differ 
from  those  of  the  collective  they  have  joined.  An  individual  may  share  the  same  goal  as  a pressure  group  or 
citizens’  coalition  but  find  that  they  differ  from  the  group  on  the  means  by  which  that  goal  should  be  achieved.  The 
environmental  movement  provides  examples  of  groups  that  have  engaged  in  illegal  and  often  dangerous  acts  in 
support  of  their  cause.  Groups  that  cross  the  bounds  of  legality  to  advance  their  goals  are  by  no  means  confined  to  the 
environmental  movement,  however. 

Membership  in  a group  implies  some  responsibility  for  the  actions  of  the  group.  As  an  individual  within  a group,  then, 
you  have  a duty  to  routinely  measure  the  group’s  ideals  and  actions  against  your  own  personal  value  system.  Should 
you  find  that  the  group’s  ideals  and  actions  conflict  with  your  own  personal  beliefs,  you  have  a responsibility  to  take 
some  action.  In  some  cases,  you  may  adapt  your  own  belief  system  to  better  align  it  with  the  group’s  system. 

In  other  circumstances,  you  may  choose  to  vocalize  your  concerns  and  work  to  bring  the  groups’  ideals  more  in  line 
with  your  own.  Finally,  where  the  gap  between  group  actions  and  your  own  ideals  cannot  be  bridged,  you  may  choose 
to  abandon  the  collective  even  though  you  may  still  share  in  its  overall  goal. 

Understanding  the  interplay  between  your  own  personal  ideology  and  that  of  a larger  group  to  which  you  may  belong 
will  be  important  as  you  seek  to  answer  the  inquiry  question  for  this  section: 

What  role  should  ideology  play  in  guiding  my  involvement  in  the  political  process? 
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Section  2 Challenge 


Ideological  Matching  Service 


© treenabeena/13342003/Fotolia 


Sometimes  people  have  difficulty  finding  a special  person  to  share  their  life  with.  Moreover,  dating  is  complex  and  it 
can  take  a long  time  to  get  to  know  a person  and  decide  if  you  share  compatible  interests  and  goals.  Recognizing  this 
problem,  a variety  of  entrepreneurs  have  created  services  that  allow  customers  to  quickly  screen  potential  dates  so 
they  can  narrow  down  the  field  to  those  individuals  deemed  most  suitable. 

In  a way,  getting  involved  in  the  political  process  is  a little  like  dating.  You  need  to  determine  what  political  groups 
you  might  like  to  be  involved  in  and  discover  how  compatible  their  ideology  is  with  yours.  Moreover,  you  need  to  find 
groups  whose  approach  to  achieving  political  and  social  goals  is  well  matched  to  your  own. 

For  example,  if  you’re  a “hands-on”  person  who  likes  to  see  the  immediate  results  of  your  efforts,  joining  a group 
that  devotes  time  to  policy  discussions  may  not  provide  the  kind  of  personal  fulfillment  you  are  seeking  in  a “political 
relationship.”  Wouldn’t  it  be  nice  if  there  was  some  kind  of  “political  dating  service”  where  like-minded  people  could 
quickly  find  others  they  would  be  comfortable  with  in  taking  political  action?  Well,  at  least  for  the  purposes  of  this 
section  challenge,  there  is  now. 


50 


Section  2 Challenge 


I The  Scenario 

' You  have  been  hired  as  a political  consultant  by  IdealMatch  Inc.,  a firm  that  helps  people  who  are  interested  in 
becoming  politically  active  to  find  others  who  share  their  ideological  beliefs  and  goals.  In  your  position  with  the 
company,  you  will  be  required  to  draw  upon  your  knowledge  of  ideologies  and  approaches  to  political  involvement  to 
create  a good  process  to  help  individuals  find  their  “political  match.” 


© nicos/7387255/Fotolia 


Step  1:  The  Questionnaire 

Your  first  assignment  in  your  new  job  is  to  create  the  questionnaire  that  clients  will  complete  to  provide  the 
information  that  IdealMatch  will  use  to  group  clients  together  with  other  clients  who  have  similar  interests.  In  crafting 
your  questionnaire,  you  will  need  to  take  into  account  the  many  available  levels  and  varieties  of  political  involvement. 

It  will  also  be  crucial  that  issues  of  personal  ideology  and  collective  ideology  be  taken  into  account.  In  short,  if 
customers  are  going  to  find  their  closest  political  matches,  IdealMatch  needs  to  have  a good  sense  of  what  their 
ideological  perspective  is,  how  strongly  they  adhere  to  it,  what  issues  are  most  important  to  them,  and  what 
approaches  to  political  involvement  most  interest  them.  You  also  want  your  questionnaire  to  be  relatively  easy  for  the 
client  to  take.  Few  people  like  to  answer  vague  and  open-ended  questions. 

Once  IdealMatch’s  website  is  up  and  running,  clients  will  complete  the  questionnaire.  IdealMatch’s  experts  will 
then  review  the  responses  and  create  a short  profile  that  provides  information  to  prospective  “political  suitors”  and 
also  provides  the  client  with  a good  description  of  some  potential  “matches”  she  or  he  might  want  to  consider.  Your 
questionnaire  may  include  a variety  of  types  of  questions. 

Before  you  begin,  use  the  Internet  to  research  how  to  design  a questionnaire.  Your  questionnaire  may  take  paper  form 
or,  if  you  have  the  technical  skills,  you  may  create  an  online  version  as  long  as  it  is  capable  of  recording  the  responses 
for  later  review.  Consult  your  teacher  for  specific  instructions  regarding  acceptable  formats. 
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Step  2:  The  Client  Profile 

Once  you  have  created  your  questionnaire,  you  will  test  it  by  filling  out  the  data  based  on  your  ideological  beliefs. 
Then  you  must  review  your  information  and  create  a one-page  profile  for  yourself.  The  purpose  of  this  profile  is  to 
encapsulate  the  client’s  ideological  beliefs,  political  goals,  and  preferences  (or  in  this  case,  your  beliefs,  goals,  and 
preferences). 

Step  3:  Potential  Collective  Recommendations 

The  IdealMatch  experts  will  also  recommend  at  least  three  existing  political  parties,  pressure  groups,  or  other 
organizations  that  the  client  may  wish  to  investigate  further  based  on  the  information  gained  from  the  questionnaire. 
You  already  have  a good  idea  what  various  political  parties  in  Canada  stand  for.  You  can  develop  a set  of  keywords 
based  on  your  clients’  responses  to  search  the  Internet  for  other  organizations  that  they  might  consider  joining.  It  is 
important  that  you  provide  the  client  with  the  rationale  for  each  of  your  recommendations. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  challenge,  you  are  your  own  client,  so  you  will  provide  recommendations  for  yourself,  based 
on  your  responses  to  the  questionnaire  in  this  section  and  on  any  additional  research  you  may  choose  to  carry  out. 
Superior  recommendations  will  note  potential  conflicts  between  personal  ideals  and  the  ideals  of  the  recommended 
collectives  and  may  even  suggest  courses  of  action  available  to  address  these  conflicts. 

If  possible,  you  may  wish  to  exchange  profiles  with  other  students  who  are  completing  this  section  challenge.  Not 
only  may  you  get  some  valuable  feedback,  but  you  may  also  discover  that  there  are  others  around  you  who  share  your 
political  ideals,  goals,  and  sensibilities. 

Assessment 

Your  teacher  will  assess  your  work.  You  will  be  assessed  on  how  well  your  questionnaire,  profile,  and 
recommendations  demonstrate  your  understanding  of  the  concepts  covered  in  this  section.  Review  the  Ideology 
Matching  Service  Rubric  to  get  a better  sense  of  how  you  will  be  assessed. 


Assignment 


Go  to  the  Assignment  Booklet,  and  complete  your  challenge. 
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Section  2 Summary 


In  this  section  you  have  begun  to  assess  the  role  that  ideology  should  play  in  guiding  your  involvement  in  the  political 
process.  You  began  this  process  by  familiarizing  yourself  with  some  of  the  collectives  that  you  could  join  in  order  to 
advance  your  ideological  goals.  Through  your  review  of  the  platforms  of  both  federal  and  provincial  political  parties, 
you  have  hopefully  developed  a better  understanding  of  which  ones  articulate  ideals  and  goals  that  are  closest  to  your 
own.  You  explored  a variety  of  other  groups,  such  as  pressure  groups,  that  participate  in  the  political  process  in  a less 
formal  manner.  Joining  such  groups  presents  an  option  for  your  personal  involvement  in  the  political  process  as  well. 
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IMPORTAMT 

INTERSECTION 

AHEAD 


My  Beliefs 


Our  Beliefs 


Compromiset 


There  are  a range  of  activities  you  may  undertake  as  part  of  a collective,  and  some  would  help  you  become  more 
engaged  in  shaping  the  values  and  goals  of  that  collective.  In  this  section  you  examined  the  potential  conflicts  that 
can  arise  when  an  individual’s  personal  vision  of  the  collective  ideology  differs  from  that  of  other  group  members. 
You  also  reviewed  some  examples  of  such  conflicts  that  demonstrated  how  individuals  have  sometimes  stood  against 
their  own  collective  on  matters  of  principle.  You  have  also  reflected  on  the  degree  to  which  individuals  bear  the 
responsibility  for  the  actions  of  the  collectives  to  which  they  belong. 

In  Section  3 you  will  build  upon  what  you  have  learned  in  this  section,  while  preparing  yourself  for  your  role  as  an 
active  and  engaged  citizen  of  a liberal  democracy. 
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Module  7:  Responding  to  Contemporary  Issues 

Section  3:  The  Power  of  One 


Section  3 introduction 

C ^ Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  open  “Leader’s  Slide  Show.”  Consider  all  the  individuals  depicted  in  the 

I 1 slide  show.  Each  person  has  been  honoured  with  a postage  stamp.  Most  have  been  honoured  in  many  other 

ways  for  their  contributions  to  government,  to  human  rights,  and  to  society. 

None  of  them  were  bom  leaders,  however.  Gandhi’s  mother  did  not  gaze  upon  him  when  he  was  first  put  into  her  arms 
and  say  “My  goodness.  I’ve  given  birth  to  the  future  leader  of  the  Indian  independence  movement.”  Nor  was  Louise 
McKinney’s  seat  in  the  Alberta  legislature  reserved  for  her  from  the  time  she  was  a child.  So  what,  then,  makes  a 
person  a leader? 

What  these  individuals  have  in  common  in  fact,  what  most  leaders  have  in  common,  is  that  at  some  point  in  their  lives 
they  saw  a problem  that  needed  solving  or  a wrong  that  needed  righting,  and  they  made  a personal  decision  to  act. 
They  did  not  seek  fame.  They  sought  change. 

What  would  you  like  to  change?  What  would  you  like  to  see  in  the  world  around  you?  Is  there  any  reason  those 
changes  couldn’t  start  with  you?  How  could  you  act  to  bring  them  about?  What  would  be  your  first  step? 

In  this  module’s  previous  sections  you  explored  the  extent  to  which  you  should  engage  in  the  political  process,  and 
you  studied  the  role  that  ideology  should  play  in  guiding  that  involvement. 

In  this  section  you  will  identify  the  personal  actions  you  can  take  to  demonstrate  engaged  and  active  citizenship. 

In  Section  3 you  will  be  answering  this  question: 

What  political  actions  can  I take  to  improve  my  community,  my  nation,  and  the  world? 

In  This  Section 

In  this  section  there  are  two  lessons  and  one  section  challenge. 

In  each  lesson  you  will  have  opportunities  to  evaluate  actions  you  can  take  to  effect  political  and  social  change  in 
relation  to  your  personal  skills,  interests,  and  concerns. 
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Lesson  1 : Tools  for  Action 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  the  variety  of  avenues  through  which  you  can  take  individual  action  and  spur 

others  to  act. 

Lesson  2:  My  Issues;  My  Actions 

In  this  lesson  you  will  review  various  factors  that  may  be  considered  when  prioritizing  your  political  and 

social  actions. 

Section  3 Challenge:  Organizing  a Meeting  or  Community  Service  Project 

At  the  end  of  this  section  you  will  use  the  knowledge  you  acquired  in  the  lessons  to  plan  and  advertise  the  first 

meeting  of  a political  party  or  a citizens’  group. 

Outcomes 

In  this  section  you  will 

• appreciate  the  relationship  between  citizenship  and 
leadership 

• accept  the  responsibilities  associated  with 
individual  and  collective  citizenship 

• develop  strategies  to  address  local,  national,  and 
global  issues  that  demonstrate  individual  and 
collective  leadership 

• exhibit  a global  consciousness  with  respect  to  the 
human  condition  and  world  issues 

• explore  opportunities  to  demonstrate  active  and 
responsible  citizenship  through  individual  and 
collective  action 


^ Skills  ^ 
and 

Processes 

for 

Social 

Studies 


• critical  thinking 

• creative  thinking 


• decision  making 

• problem  solving 


• cooperation 

• conflict  resolution 

• consensus  building 

• involvement 

• leadership 

• respect  for  multiple 
perspectives 


gathering  information 
organizing  information 
analyzing  and 
evaluating  information 


• oral  literacy 

• written  literacy 

• visual  literacy 

• media  literacy 
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Section  3:  The  Power  of  One 

Lesson  1 : Tools  for  Action 

Get  Focused 

‘A  lot  of  people  are  waiting  for  Martin  Luther  King  or  Mahatma  Gandhi  to  come  back — but  they  are  gone.  We  are  it.  It  is  up  to  us.  It 

is  up  to  you.” 

— Marian  Wright  Edelman 

As  you  learned  in  the  previous  section,  collectives  are 
often  more  effective  at  furthering  ideological  goals 
than  a single  individual  can  be.  That  said,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  a collective  is  made  up  of  individuals, 
and  most  collectives  originate  with  a single  person  who 
offers  a suggestion  that  begins  with  the  words  “We 
should  . . 

To  really  be  effective,  however,  an  individual  or  group 
must  take  action  to  convince  others  of  the  merit  of  their 
beliefs,  plans,  and  goals.  You  are  fortunate  to  live  in  a 
remarkable  age.  Along  with  more  traditional  tools  for 
expressing  political  opinions,  organizing  groups,  and 
promoting  change,  digital  tools  that  give  you  the  power 
to  change  the  world  are  within  your  reach. 

In  Lesson  1 you  will  explore  this  question: 

What  is  the  range  of  political  action  available  to 
citizens? 

Explore 


in 


Perhaps  the  most  fundamental  act  of  citizenship  that  people  can  engage  in  is  to  stay  informed  about  what  is  going  on 
in  their  community,  their  province,  their  nation,  and  the  world.  As  much  as  declining  voter  turnout  may  threaten  the 
foundations  of  democracy,  equally  disastrous  consequences  would  stem  from  hordes  of  uninformed  voters,  unaware  of 
the  important  issues  of  the  day,  rushing  off  to  cast  their  ballots. 

So,  your  first  action  should  be  to  continue  what  you  have  been  doing  throughout  this  course:  educating  and  informing 
yourself. 
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Tools  for  Staying  on  Top  of  the  Issues 


© JJAVA/8823083/Fotolia 


There  are  a variety  of  tried  and  true  sources  of  current  events  information  that  you  can  access.  Newspapers  have 
served  as  a good  source  of  current  events  information  and  political  analysis  for  hundreds  of  years.  Daily  newspapers 
are  under  pressure  to  compete  with  a wired  world  where  news  is  often  delivered  in  real-time,  as  the  news  event  is 
occurring. 

Many  daily  newspapers  are  adapting,  however,  and  now  publish  web  versions  to  complement  their  paper  copies. 
Newspapers  are  often  an  excellent  vehicle  for  obtaining  a more  in-depth  perspective  on  issues  and  events;  this 
perspective  is  something  that  is  often  absent  from  the  newer,  more  “instant”  news  sources  that  are  the  hallmark  of  a 
wired  world. 

Radio  and  television  are  also  excellent  sources  of  news.  Radio  allows  you  to  keep  up  with  current  events  and 
important  issues  while  commuting  or  carrying  out  other  tasks.  Many  radio  stations  broadcast  news  on  the  hour  or  even 
the  half-hour,  providing  you  with  ample  opportunities  to  keep  up  with  what’s  happening  in  the  world  around  you. 
Television  news  programs  offer  the  advantage  of  high-quality  video.  Sometimes  moving  images  tell  the  story  better 
than  mere  words.  Like  newspapers,  radio  and  television  news  organizations  are  adapting  to  the  wired  world  and  many 
stations’  news  broadcasts  are  available  for  viewing  on  the  Internet,  downloading  to  media  players,  or  streaming  to 
cellphones. 

Once  again,  it  is  worth  remembering  that  newspapers,  radio,  and  television  companies  sometimes  cater  to  particular 
ideological  collectives  within  society.  This  sometimes  colours  what  news  is  reported  and  what  facts  make  it  into 
reports.  It  is  worthwhile  to  access  several  different  sources  of  news  throughout  the  day  to  get  a few  different 
perspectives  on  events  and  issues.  Ultimately,  you  will  need  to  draw  your  own  conclusions  from  what  you  read,  hear, 
and  see. 
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As  pointed  out,  more  traditional  news  organizations  are  endeavouring  to  make  use  of  rapidly  advancing 
communications  technologies.  A visit  to  the  website  of  most  major  news  organizations  will  provide  you  with 
information  on  how  to  get  headlines  and  a news  synopsis  via  technologies  like  RSS  feeds,  text  messaging,  and  social 
networking  applications. 

n 

Discover 

Use  the  Internet  to  find  the  websites  for  at  least  two  local,  two  national,  and  two  international  news  outlets  that  offer 
some  variety  of  news  feeds  via  RSS,  text  messaging,  or  another  application.  Try  to  choose  outlets  that  are  reasonably 
well  known  and  employ  professional  journalists  to  create  content.  Subscribe  to  at  least  three  or  four  of  these  news 
feeds.  (Keep  in  mind  that  some  cellphone-based  messaging  services  charge  fees.  If  you’re  using  a text  messaging 
news  feed  service,  know  which  fees  are  charged  under  your  cell-providers  plan.  If  cost  is  a factor,  you  may  wish  to 
stick  to  news  feeds  delivered  to  your  computer  via  the  Internet.) 

By  monitoring  the  news  feeds  over  a few  weeks,  you  should  start  to  get  a sense  of  which  news  organizations  are  more 
biased,  as  well  as  which  ones  are  more  likely  to  cover  issues  of  concern  to  you.  It’s  also  worthwhile  to  change  your 
news  feed  providers  once  in  a while  to  get  a different  perspective  on  issues. 

Tools  for  Discourse 

Staying  on  top  of  the  news  is  the  starting  point  for  being 
an  active  citizen,  but  complex  issues  can  be  viewed 
from  a variety  of  perspectives.  Before  solidifying  your 
own  opinion  on  an  issue,  it  is  worthwhile  to  consider 
the  views  of  others.  Once  again,  there  are  a variety  of 
ways  in  which  this  can  be  achieved.  In  this  course  you 
have  frequently  been  asked  to  discuss  issues  with  fellow 
students,  friends,  parents,  and  others. 

Hopefully,  you  will  continue  to  engage  in  such 
discussions  once  you  have  finished  the  course.  There  are 
other  more  formal  vehicles  for  discussion  available  to 
you,  however. 

For  many  people,  issues  in  their  own  community  are  of  most  immediate  concern.  Issues  such  as  changes  in  local 
bylaws,  development  initiatives,  and  the  re-zoning  of  property  for  different  uses  can  impact  citizens  of  a community. 
Often,  before  such  measures  are  undertaken,  public  meetings  are  held.  Attending  such  meetings  is  a great  way  to  get 
information  about  proposed  changes,  to  hear  what  others  have  to  say  about  the  changes,  and  to  offer  your  thoughts 
and  opinions.  Whether  you  support  the  changes  or  are  against  them,  attending  public  meetings  is  also  a great  way  to 
connect  with  others  who  share  your  views. 

During  election  campaigns,  watch  for  campaign  forums  in  your  area.  In  campaign 
forums,  candidates  vying  to  be  your  governmental  representative  explain  their  party’s 
position  on  a variety  of  issues  and  try  to  explain  why  they  deserve  your  vote  more  than 
the  other  candidates  in  attendance.  There  is  usually  an  opportunity  for  citizens  to  ask 
questions  of  each  candidate.  Campaign  forums  offer  an  excellent  opportunity  for  you 

to  meet  the  individuals  for  whom  you  may  choose  to  vote  and  to  get  their  opinions  on  issues  of  concern  to  you. 


campaign  forum:  a meeting 
in  which  candidates  for 
election  discuss  issues  with 
each  other  and  members  of 
the  general  public 
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Newspapers,  as  well  as  delivering  information,  devote  one  section  of  the  paper  to  voicing  the  opinions  of  readers. 
Newspapers  typically  publish  letters  sent  in  by  readers  on  the  editorial  page.  Writing  a letter  to  the  editor  is  an 
excellent  means  of  expressing  your  opinion  on  an  issue.  Often,  readers  will  write  in  a response  to  something  another 
reader  has  written,  highlight  the  weak  points  in  the  original  writer’s  arguments,  or  provide  additional  points  of 
support. 

If  you  want  to  contribute  your  opinions  via  this  method,  remember  that  your  letter  will  stand  more  of  a chance  of 
getting  published  if  it  is  well  written  and  succinct.  Also  note  that  newspaper  editors  often  reserve  the  right  to  edit  your 
letter  for  brevity.  This  can  potentially  change  the  tenor  of  your  letter,  so  you  may  want  to  carefully  consider  which 
newspaper  you  wish  to  correspond  with. 

As  news  organizations  seek  to  modernize,  many  now  provide  online  discussion  boards  linked  to  the  news  stories  they 
publish  on  the  web.  These  offer  some  advantages  over  the  traditional  editorial  page.  While  there  may  be  room  for  only 
a few  letters  on  an  editorial  page,  an  online  discussion  board  can  accommodate  the  opinions  of  many  more  writers.  As 
well,  the  web  offers  a degree  of  ease  over  printing  and  mailing  a paper  letter.  There  is  usually  still  some  control  over 
these  types  of  discussion  boards,  however.  Posts  are  sometimes  limited  to  a certain  number  of  characters,  so  it  is  still 
important  to  be  succinct  in  your  writing. 

As  well,  contributors  hold  very  divergent  opinions,  and  this  diversity  can  sometimes  result  in  disputes.  If  the 
discussion  is  moderated,  the  moderator  may  block  posts  by  contributors  who  engage  in  personal  attacks  or  post 
inappropriate  content.  When  participating  in  discussion  boards,  try  to  avoid  letting  your  emotions  get  the  best  of  you. 
Keep  the  discussion  centred  on  the  issue  and  the  facts.  Other  readers  will  appreciate  it  and  sometimes  well- written  and 
insightful  comments  find  their  way  to  more  prominent  parts  of  the  site  or,  in  the  case  of  newspaper  websites,  may  also 
be  published  on  the  editorial  page  of  the  paper  version. 

Talking  to  Government 

Regrettably,  for  many  people,  communication  with  their 
government  is  limited  to  casting  a ballot  at  election  time. 

Between  elections,  they  may  express  frustration  with, 
or  support  for,  government  actions  and  initiatives.  A 
comparatively  small  percentage  of  the  population  takes 
the  time  to  express  their  opinions  directly  to  those  who 
have  the  power  to  act  on  them. 

Because  of  this,  a simple  letter  to  an  elected 
representative  can  sometimes  carry  considerable  weight. 

For  every  person  concerned  enough  to  write  a letter 
regarding  a given  issue,  there  may  be  thousands  more 
who  share  a similar  sentiment  but,  for  whatever  reason, 
have  opted  not  to  communicate  their  thoughts  to  their 
representative.  Thus,  the  starting  point  for  expressing 
your  concerns  about  an  issue  to  government  is  writing 
your  representative.  Letters  addressed  to  provincial  and 
federal  representatives  do  not  even  require  a stamp.  (In  a 
democracy  there  should  be  no  charge  for  expressing  your 
thoughts  to  your  elected  representative.) 
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Virtually  all  representatives  have  e-mail  addresses  or  web  pages  that  provide  constituents  with  a means  of  contacting 
them  electronically.  This  may  be  easier  for  you  than  using  the  regular  mail  system. 

Regardless  of  whether  you  use  traditional  mail  or  electronic  means  to  contact  your  representative,  you  should  receive 
a response  from  him  or  her  in  a timely  manner.  If  you  do  not,  or  if  the  response  you  receive  is  somehow  inadequate, 
you  may  wish  to  request  a face-to-face  meeting  with  your  representative.  This  can  usually  be  arranged  through 
the  representative’s  office.  Bear  in  mind  that  elected  officials  have  busy  schedules  and  are  sometimes  out  of  the 
constituency  when  the  legislature  or  Parliament  is  in  session. 

It  may  take  some  time  before  you  get  your  meeting.  When  you  do  meet  with  a representative,  be  polite  and  express 
your  concerns  in  a reasoned  and  rational  manner.  Despite  the  negative  press  often  directed  at  politicians,  it  is 
important  to  remember  that  they  have  opted  to  take  a position  in  public  service,  sometimes  leaving  lucrative  positions 
in  the  private  sector  to  do  so.  Abuse  at  the  hands  of  constituents  will  do  nothing  to  encourage  high-quality  candidates 
to  seek  office,  so  keep  your  discussions  professional  and  dignified. 


Discover 


It  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  citizens  have  a knowledge  of  who  their  elected  representatives  are  and  know  how  to 
contact  them.  Using  the  Internet  or  another  resource,  such  as  a telephone  book  or  the  library,  find  out  the  names  and 
contact  information  for  your  local,  provincial,  and  federal  representatives. 


Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  view  the  worksheet  “Identifying  My  Political  Representatives.”  Record  the 
names  and  contact  information  for  your  elected  representatives  on  this  worksheet. 


Place  your  completed  work  in  your  portfolio.  Your  instructor  may  want  to  see  the  information  in  order  to  ensure 
completion  and  provide  feedback. 


Petitions 


As  you  know  from  your  studies,  the  workings  of  the  parliamentary  system  of  government  sometimes  impede  an 
MLA’s  or  MP’s  ability  to  adequately  address  constituent  concerns.  In  such  a case,  you  may  need  to  write  to  a minister, 
the  premier,  or  prime  minister.  If  the  action  you  seek  on  your  issue  of  concern  is  still  not  forthcoming,  you  may  need 
to  demonstrate  that  there  are  many  other  citizens  who  share  your  concerns. 

To  that  end,  submitting  a petition  to  government  may  help  to  convince  those  in  power 
to  take  the  issue  more  seriously.  In  some  cases,  at  the  local  level  of  government, 
a petition  may  even  force  a referendum  or  plebiscite  to  be  held.  If  you  choose  to 
organize  a petition,  bear  in  mind  that  there  are  specific  requirements  that  the  document 
must  meet  for  it  to  be  considered  by  government.  Petitions  usually  require  the  name 
and  address  of  each  contributor  to  be  printed  legibly  along  with  their  signature. 

Those  who  sign  the  petition  must  be  of  voting  age  and  be  residents  of  the  jurisdiction  to  which  the  petition  will  be 
submitted.  This  means  that  the  signatures  of  those  under  age  18  will  not  be  counted.  Neither  will  those  of  people 
who,  for  example,  reside  outside  of  the  province  if  the  petition  is  being  submitted  to  the  provincial  government.  It  is 
important  to  note  that  while  web-based  petitions  may  appear  to  be  an  easier  option  than  a paper-based  petition,  they 
will  likely  not  be  formally  recognized  by  government  because  they  do  not  include  handwritten  signatures. 


petition:  a formal  document 
signed  by  members  of  the 
electorate  that  requests 
government  action  of  a 
particular  issue 
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Another  option  to  pressure  government  to  act  on  concerns  is  to  organize  a public  demonstration  or  protest.  This  type 
of  action  may  focus  media  attention  on  your  issue  and  gain  further  public  interest  and  support  for  your  cause.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  your  protest  violates  the  law  or  is  associated  with  acts  of  vandalism  or  violence,  your  cause  may  be 
irreparably  damaged. 

If  you  are  organizing  a protest,  encourage  your  fellow  demonstrators  to  conduct  themselves  in  a respectful  manner  and 
put  pressure  on  their  peers  to  do  the  same.  It  will  also  help  your  cause  if  you  dress  professionally  during  the  protest. 
The  more  you  look  like  reasonable,  well-intentioned  citizens,  the  more  likely  your  protest  will  gamer  the  interest  and 
support  of  others. 

Tools  for  Getting  Your  Message  Out  and  Organizing  Support 
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In  previous  lessons,  you  briefly  explored  some  approaches  to  getting  a political  message  out  to  the  masses.  Some  of 
the  websites  you  examined  were  the  work  of  political  parties  and  large,  well-funded  pressure  groups.  It  is  possible  for 
single  individuals  or  small  groups  to  use  the  Internet  effectively  to  draw  attention  to  an  issue. 

1 

Perhaps  you  already  have  your  own  personal  website.  If  not,  there  are  a variety  of  firms  on  the  Internet  that  offer 
^ web  space  for  free  or  at  a relatively  small  cost.  Your  own  website  can  be  an  effective  platform  for  you  to  comment  on 
’ issues  of  importance  to  you  through  a blog.  You  may  also  generate  dialogue  through  a discussion  board. 

I Social  networking  sites  have  become  a very  powerful  tool  for  political  organization.  If  you  have  an  account  on  a social 
, networking  site,  consider  using  it  as  a vehicle  for  generating  interest  and  support  for  a cause  that  is  important  to  you. 

1 You  can  also  seek  out  groups  on  the  site  that  appear  to  share  your  concerns. 

j As  part  of  your  work  in  this  course,  you  have  listened  to  audio  podcasts  and  perhaps  even  created  one  yourself. 

I The  necessary  tools  to  create  an  audio  podcast  may  already  exist  on  your  computer,  having  been  included  with  the 
[ operating  system.  If  not,  free  audio  editing  tools  that  work  on  a variety  of  computer  platforms  are  available  on  the 
i Internet.  All  you  need  to  do  is  put  in  the  appropriate  keywords  in  an  Internet  search. 


( 
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With  these  tools,  you  have  the  ability  to  stage  your  own  talk  shows,  create  your  own  audio  documentaries,  or  get  a 
political  message  across  through  music  and  sound.  You  can  upload  your  podcast  to  your  own  website  or,  for  the  widest 
exposure,  publish  it  to  one  of  the  many  podcast-hosting  websites  on  the  Internet. 

Exponential  growth  in  the  use  of  video-sharing  sites  was  evident  when  Barack  Obama’s  2008  presidential  campaign 
made  effective  use  of  the  Internet.  Moreover,  many  of  Obama’s  supporters,  both  famous  and  obscure,  created  videos 
expressing  their  support  and  admiration  for  Obama. 

Some  of  these  went  “viral”  when  users  began  passing  on  links  to  the  videos  to  friends,  family,  and  colleagues.  While 
it  is  difficult  to  determine  how  many  voters  were  swayed  by  exposure  to  online  videos,  it  is  clear  that  this  can  be  a 
powerful  medium  for  spreading  your  political  message.  All  you  really  need  to  get  started  is  a webcam,  a microphone, 
video-recording  software,  an  Internet  connection,  and  an  account  with  a video-sharing  service. 


Discover 


To  get  an  idea  of  some  of  the  ways  in  which  average  people  have  used  video  to  express  a political  message,  enter 
“Obama  viral  video”  into  a search  engine.  Be  warned,  however,  that  not  all  video  material  published  to  video-sharing 
sites  is  particularly  focused  on  the  issues,  and  some  of  the  material  may  be  offensive.  Completing  this  Discover 
activity  is  not  an  absolute  requirement.  If  you  are  concerned  that  you  may  encounter  material  that  may  run  counter  to 
your  personal  moral  or  ethical  standards,  you  may  skip  this  activity. 


Consider  carefully  what  you  say  and  do  when  publishing 
any  content  to  the  Internet.  Just  as  in  the  non-virtual 
world,  you  can  be  held  legally  responsible  for  slanderous 
statements.  Also  remember  that  once  something  is 
published  to  the  Internet,  it  is  virtually  impossible  to 
remove  this  information. 

If  you  envision  becoming  the  world’s  foremost  online 
political  commentator  or  activist,  know  what  you  are 
getting  into.  Recognize  that  material  uploaded  to  the 
Internet  can  sometimes  bring  negative  attention  as  well 
as  positive  attention. 


WARNING 

One-Way  Road  Past 
This  Point 
No  Backing  Up 
Permitted 
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Direct  Political  Action 

Voting 
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As  previously  noted,  voting  is  the  most  fundamental  act  of  citizenship  in  a democracy.  If  you  are  a Canadian  citizen 
over  the  age  of  18,  you  are  probably  eligible  to  vote  in  civic,  provincial,  and  federal  elections.  For  information  on  how 
to  vote,  and  to  ensure  that  you  are  on  the  voter’s  list,  you  can  contact  the  appropriate  level  of  government. 

Contact  your  city,  town,  or  county  offices  for  information  on  voting  in  local  elections.  Visiting  the  websites  of 
Elections  Alberta  and  Elections  Canada  will  provide  you  with  all  the  information  you  need  to  vote  in  provincial  and 
federal  elections. 

Donate  to  a Party  or  Cause 

Like  most  things  in  life,  operating  a political  party  costs  money.  Stationery,  administrative  help,  party  offices,  and 
venues  for  conventions  are  not  free.  A well-funded  political  party  has  a better  chance  of  getting  its  message  out.  If  you 
strongly  support  the  ideals  and  values  of  a particular  party,  you  may  wish  to  donate  money. 

To  encourage  citizen  participation  in  the  political  process,  donations  to  registered  political  parties  are  often  tax 
deductible.  For  more  information,  contact  the  party  you  are  interested  in  donating  to. 

If  your  interests  lie  in  addressing  a single  issue  more  than  supporting  a political  party,  you  can  also  donate  to  a 
pressure  group.  Depending  on  the  status  of  the  group,  you  may  or  may  not  be  able  to  claim  your  donation  as  a tax 
deduction. 
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Become  a Party  Member  or  Join  a Pressure  Group 

Becoming  a member  of  a political  party  is  a great  way  to  get  involved  in  the  political  process.  As  a party  member, 
you  will  get  regular  updates  on  the  party’s  plans  and  policies.  You  may  be  able  to  attend  party  conventions  and  to 
contribute  to  forums  that  help  determine  the  direction  of  your  party. 

During  elections,  you  can  work  with  like-minded  individuals  by  helping  out  with  your  local  candidate’s  campaign. 
Your  efforts  will  likely  give  you  access  to  campaign  headquarters  as  the  votes  are  counted,  and  you  may  be  rewarded 
with  invitations  to  post-election  social  functions.  Believe  it  or  not,  a political  party  membership  can  be  a lot  of  fun. 
Like  many  things  in  life,  you  get  out  of  it  what  you  put  into  it. 

The  same  can  be  said  for  joining  a pressure  group.  Working  from  within  a group,  you  can  put  to  use  some  of  the 
knowledge  and  skills  you’ve  picked  up  in  this  course  to  help  bring  attention  and  action  on  an  issue  of  concern.  You’ll 
also  get  a chance  to  meet  people  who  share  your  concerns. 

Run  for  Office 

If  you’re  really  committed  to  making  a difference  in  the  political  life  of  your  community,  you  might  consider  running 
for  office.  If  you  are  a member  of  a political  party,  you  will  have  to  vie  with  other  party  members  who  want  to 
represent  the  party  in  the  next  election.  In  some  parties  the  competition  will  be  pretty  stiff,  while  in  others  there  may 
be  fewer  political  rivals.  If  you  don’t  belong  to  a political  party,  you  can  still  run  as  an  independent  candidate. 

Be  aware  that  running  for  election  takes  serious  commitment.  Successful  candidates  put  a lot  of  effort  into  contacting 
voters  and  listening  to  their  concerns.  Door-knocking,  attending  campaign  forums,  and  speaking  to  the  media  will  all 
become  part  of  your  life  during  an  election  campaign. 

If  you  win,  however,  you’ll  have  an  opportunity  to  help  guide  the  policies  of  government.  Even  if  you  lose,  you  have 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  you  introduced  others  to  the  issues,  ideals,  and  beliefs  that  are  important  to  you. 

Run  for  Leadership 

If  you’re  not  satisfied  with  the  leadership  of  a political  party,  you  have  the  option  of  trying  to  step  into  that  role 
yourself  There  are  a number  of  qualities  that  help  potential  leadership  candidates  be  successful.  A solid  understanding 
of  government  and  political  issues  is  essential.  Polished  public  speaking  skills  and  the  ability  to  think  on  your  feet  are 
both  advantageous.  The  ability  to  work  well  with  other  people  is  also  an  established  prerequisite.  Finally,  as  you  have 
seen  from  case  studies  covered  in  previous  sections  of  the  course,  self-confidence  and  a thick  skin  are  also  helpful. 

Usually  leadership  candidates  for  political  parties  are  long-standing  party  members  who  have  already  been  elected 
as  representatives  in  previous  elections.  This  is  not  always  true,  however.  Michael  Ignatieff  ran  for  the  leadership  of 
the  Liberal  Party  of  Canada  in  2006  having  only  been  a member  of  the  party  for  two  years.  While  he  lost  in  the  initial 
leadership  bid,  some  perceived  political  mistakes  by  the  winner,  Stephan  Dion,  led  to  Dion’s  resignation  in  2008. 

When  all  the  other  candidates  to  replace  Dion  dropped  out  of  the  subsequent  leadership  race,  Ignatieff  was  acclaimed 
the  leader  of  the  party  in  2009,  only  five  years  after  joining  the  party. 

In  the  United  States,  after  almost  a decade  in  state  politics,  Barack  Obama  ran  for  the  U.S.  senate  and  won  in  2004. 

His  gift  for  oratory  was  highlighted  by  his  speech  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  in  that  same  year.  Some 
people  within  the  party  encouraged  him  to  seek  the  nomination  as  the  party’s  presidential  candidate.  After  a primary 
race  that  pitted  him  against  former  First  Lady  Hillary  Clinton,  Obama  secured  his  party’s  nomination. 

In  2008,  only  four  years  after  entering  national  politics,  Obama  stepped  onto  a stage  in  Chicago  as  the 
president-elect  of  the  United  States.  He  proved  that  a new  and  dynamic  candidate  has  as  good  a chance  of  securing  a 
leadership  position  as  any  long-standing  member  of  a political  party. 
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In  1990,  Canada  was  in  the  midst  of  an  attempt  to  amend  its 
constitution.  Negotiations  between  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments  and  other  stakeholders  had  led  to  a proposed 
set  of  amendments  called  the  Meech  Lake  Accord.  One  of  the 
goals  of  the  Meech  Lake  Accord  was  to  address  the  concerns 
expressed  by  many  Francophone  residents  of  Quebec  who 
thought  that  their  language  and  culture  were  not  sufficiently 
protected  by  the  existing  constitution.  While  the  accord  came 
close  to  passing,  it  failed  to  receive  the  necessary  support 
from  a number  of  provincial  legislatures  and  was  thus  never 
implemented. 

Because  they  were  frustrated  by  the  failure  of  the  Meech 
Lake  Accord,  a number  of  Francophone  MPs  from  Quebec, 
who  were  members  of  the  existing  mainstream  parties,  left 
those  parties.  Among  them  was  Lucien  Bouchard,  who  had 
held  the  position  of  Minister  of  the  Environment  in  the  existing 
federal  Conservative  government  of  the  time.  This  group  of 
former  Conservative  and  Liberal  MPs  from  Quebec  eventually 
formed  a new  federal  party  called  the  Bloc  Quebecois. 

The  party  was  originally  conceived  as  a temporary 
organization  that  would  represent  Quebecers’  interests  in 
Parliament  until  Quebec  could  obtain  a legal  separation 
from  Canada  and  become  an  independent  nation.  In  1995, 
however,  in  a provincial  referendum  that  was  supposed  to 
achieve  this  goal,  a slim  majority  of  residents  of  Quebec  voted 
to  remain  in  Confederation. 


Since  the  1995  referendum,  support  for  separation  in  Quebec 
has  diminished.  The  Bloc  Quebecois,  however,  continues  to 
exist  as  a federal  political  party  that  runs  candidates  only  in 
Quebec.  While  the  party  still  claims  the  separation  of  Quebec 
from  Canada  as  its  ultimate  goal,  its  elected  members  attend 
Canada’s  Parliament  and  work  for  the  interests  of  their 
constituents. 


Antoine  Taveneaux.  Reproduced  with  permission. 

Since  it  runs  candidates  in  only  one  province,  the  Bloc  will  Lucien  Bouchard  was  the  first  leader  of  the  Bloc  Quebecois  in 

never  form  a government,  but  it  has  at  times  elected  enough  1990. 

dandidates  to  form  the  Official  Opposition.  The  Bloc 

Quebecois’  formation  and  continued  existence  serve  as  an  example  of  how  a small  group  of  individuals,  attuned  to  issues  that 
are  important  to  voters,  can  form  a successful  and  influential  political  party. 


Start  Your  Own  Political  Party 


In  previous  sections  of  this  module,  you  have  surveyed  the  political  landscape  for  a party  whose  ideals  and  beliefs  are 
similar  to  your  own.  As  you  have  also  learned,  sometimes  membership  in  a political  party  is  not  a perfect  fit  for  an 
individual.  If  you  are  frustrated  with  the  policies  and  actions  of  the  political  party  of  which  you  are  a member,  or  if 
you  can’t  find  a party  with  an  ideology  compatible  with  your  own,  you  have  the  option  of  starting  your  own  political 
party. 


Starting  your  own  party  is  a big  step,  and  the  idea  of  challenging  established  mainstream  parties  in  an  election  may 
seem  daunting.  But  if  you  can  attract  committed  people  to  your  party  and  have  a good  understanding  of  the  issues  and 
concerns  of  voters,  anything  is  possible. 


The  Bloc  Quebecois:  Old  Concerns  Give  Rise  to  a New  Party 


Official  Opposition:  in  a parliamentary  system,  the  party  that  has  the  second-greatest  number  of  seats 
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Lesson  Summary 

In  this  lesson  you  considered  the  question,  What  is  the  range  of  political  action  available  to  citizens? 

As  a citizen  of  a liberal  democracy,  you  have  at  your  disposal  a variety  of  tools  to  address  issues  of  importance  to 
yourself  and  to  advance  ideals  and  goals  that  comprise  your  own  political  ideology.  You  can  make  use  of  an 
ever-growing  variety  of  media  sources  to  keep  yourself  informed  about  current  events  and  political  and  social  issues. 

You  have  the  opportunity  to  discuss  important  issues  and  deepen  your  understanding  of  them  by  interacting  with 
others  in  campaign  forums,  through  editorial  pages,  online  forums,  and  discussion  boards.  Effecting  change  frequently 
requires  government  action.  A multitude  of  avenues  exist  for  you  to  inform  governments  of  your  concerns  and  to 
pressure  governments  to  act  on  these  concerns.  Letter  writing,  meeting  with  representatives,  starting  a petition,  or 
leading  a protest  can  all  be  effective  tools  for  achieving  political  action. 

Just  as  a single  snowflake  can  trigger  an  avalanche,  a single  individual  can  trigger  political  change.  Life  in  the 
twenty-first  century  has  put  some  of  the  most  powerful  communication  and  organizational  tools  in  history  into  the 
hands  of  ordinary  people.  Internet  and  cellular  communication  technologies,  which  include  personal  websites  and 
blogs,  text  messaging,  and  social  networking  applications,  provide  the  potential  for  you  to  inform  and  motivate 
millions  of  people. 

Political  parties  or  membership  in  pressure  groups  offer  alternative  approaches  to  political  action.  You  can  start 
by  simply  taking  the  time  to  vote  for  the  party  of  your  choice,  or  you  can  buy  a membership  in  a political  party  or 
pressure  group.  Prom  there,  depending  on  your  interest  and  enthusiasm,  you  can  contribute  to  your  organization  in 
a number  of  ways,  perhaps  even  seeking  to  become  its  leader.  In  fact,  in  the  absence  of  alternatives,  you  may  even 
choose  to  start  your  own  political  party  or  pressure  group. 

Ultimately,  the  degree  to  which  you  become  involved  in  politics  is  a personal  choice.  At  this  stage  in  your  life,  you 
may  be  more  focused  on  completing  your  high  school  education  than  changing  the  world.  Perhaps  the  key  thing  to 
learn  from  this  lesson  is  that  you  can  change  the  world. 

In  the  future,  when  confronted  with  an  issue  that  spurs  you  to  political  action,  you  are  now  aware  of  the  available 
range  of  actions. 
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Section  3:  The  Power  of  One 


Lesson  2:  My  Issues;  My  Actions 

Get  Focused 


superhero:  © ioannis  kounadeas/1 005661 0/Fotolia 


YOUR  NAME  HERE 


Characteristics: 

• 3 e\f- confident 

• Ready  to  take  action 

• Knowledgeable 

• Vioionary 

• Committed 

• Resourceful 

Motto: 

Fixing  the  world,  one 
problem  at  a time. 


In  Lesson  1 you  examined  various  kinds  of  actions  you  can  take  to  help  effect  political  and  social  change.  In  this 
. lesson  you’re  going  to  start  moving  toward  concrete  action  by  evaluating  issues  that  concern  you.  You  will  identify 
' those  that  you  want  to  concentrate  the  most  effort  on,  and  you  will  develop  the  knowledge  base  you  will  need  to  start 
, taking  effective  action. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  this  question: 

What  contemporary  issues  should  be  the  immediate  focus  of  political  action  on  my  part? 


I 

[ 
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Explore 

When  the  nightly  newscast  flickers  onto  the  television  screen,  some  people  quickly  turn  the  channel.  Some  of  these 
people  have  little  interest  in  current  events,  while  others  feel  that  the  news  is  “too  depressing.”  Watching  the  news 
or  combing  the  pages  of  a newspaper  may  indeed  leave  one  with  the  impression  that  the  world  is  full  of  too  many 
troubles  to  comprehend.  It  may  be  tempting  to  ignore  those  problems  and  focus  on  other  pastimes. 

Pretending  problems  don’t  exist,  however,  does  nothing  to  solve  them.  It  is  perhaps  better  to  accept  that  while  there 
are  a lot  of  problems  in  the  world,  some  of  them  are  solvable  and  some  can  be  solved,  at  least  in  part,  by  you. 

But  in  a world  with  so  many  issues  and  problems,  where  do  you  begin? 

Targeting  Your  Efforts 

Given  that  you  can’t  devote  your  energies  equally  to  every  political  or  social  issue  that  concerns  you,  it  is  perhaps 
better  to  narrow  your  focus  of  action  to  a few  select  issues.  This  does  not  mean  that  you  must  forgo  interest  in  other 
issues  or  that  you  will  never  devote  effort  to  other  issues.  It’s  merely  a strategy  for  prioritizing  action.  You  might  start 
by  asking  yourself  some  questions. 

What  issues  affect  me  personally? 

In  a liberal  democracy,  individuals  have  a certain  responsibility  to  look  out  for  their  own  well-being.  When  a political, 
social,  or  economic  issue  affects  your  personal  well-being,  or  the  well-being  of  those  close  to  you,  it  may  be  the  issue 
on  which  you  feel  most  compelled  to  take  action.  Take  some  time  to  think  about  which  current,  larger  societal  issues 
have  the  most  bearing  on  you  personally. 

What  issues  affect  others  in  my  community? 

A community  can  be  defined  in  many  ways.  You  may  choose  to  identify  it  as  your  school,  town,  or  province.  Some 
may  even  extend  the  idea  of  community  to  a national  or  international  level.  The  crux  of  this  question  centres  around 
your  identification  of  the  most  important  contemporary  issues  that  impact  other  people. 

Where  can  my  actions  make  the  quickest  difference? 

As  you  begin  to  embark  on  political  and  social  action,  you  may  want  to  consider  how  large  of  a problem  you  are 
willing  to  tackle.  Keep  in  mind  how  long  it  may  take  to  see  results.  If  you  are  the  kind  of  person  whose  spirit  is 
buoyed  by  seeing  rapid  results  from  your  efforts,  you  may  wish  to  take  actions  that  provide  rapid  results. 

For  example,  if  you  are  concerned  about  toxins  in  the  environment,  you  could  organize  a neighbourhood  “toxic 
round-up”  and  provide  neighbours  with  information  about  alternatives  to  the  toxic  chemicals  they  may  be  using.  Such 
an  activity  may  provide  you  with  more  immediate  and  personal  rewards  than  engaging  in  a lengthy  pressure  campaign 
to  get  governments  to  ban  such  chemicals.  Just  because  you’re  only  winning  small,  quick  battles,  doesn’t  mean  you’re 
not  important  to  the  larger  cause. 

Where  can  I make  the  most  significant  difference? 

Of  the  myriad  of  issues  you  can  devote  your  attention  to,  some  will  obviously  be  of  more  importance  than  others. 
Determining  the  significance  of  an  action  means  assessing  how  many  people  will  be  affected  and  how  they  will  be 
affected.  For  example,  engaging  in  a campaign  to  increase  government  funding  to  the  arts  may  provide  a great  deal  of 
entertainment  for  many  people.  Also,  such  funding  would  provide  more  job  opportunities  for  those  who  work  in  the 
arts. 
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In  another  example,  joining  a letter- writing  campaign  that  asks  foreign  dictatorships  to 
release  prisoners  of  conscience  would  advance  the  cause  of  human  rights  and  could 
ultimately  save  lives.  As  you  attempt  to  divide  your  time  and  efforts  between  various 
causes,  you  will  need  to  determine  for  yourself  where  you  can  make  the  greatest 
difference. 


prisoners  of  conscience: 

persons  who  have  been  jailed 
on  the  basis  of  their  political 
or  religious  beliefs 


Assignment 


S 

Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  view  the  instructions  in  “Issues  for  Action  Briefs.” 

Go  to  the  Assignment  Booklet  to  complete  “My  Issues;  My  Actions.” 

Lesson  Summary 

In  this  lesson  you  considered  the  question.  What  contemporary  issues  should  be  the  immediate  focus  of  political 
action  on  my  part? 

! One  of  the  primary  barriers  to  political  and  social  action  is  a sense  of  powerlessness  in  the  face  of  a world  confronted 
by  a mountain  of  problems  and  pressing  issues.  One  way  of  moving  past  that  barrier  is  to  focus  not  on  the  mountain, 

I but  on  a boulder,  a rock,  or  a pebble.  That  is  to  say,  tackle  a few  issues  that  are  important  to  you,  and  don’t  let  the 
' mass  of  problems  confronting  humanity  overwhelm  you. 

[ 

' As  you  decide  where  to  put  your  efforts,  consider  how  you  can  best  serve  your  own  interests  and  the  interests  of 
I others.  Assess  the  broadness  and  the  gravity  of  the  various  issues  confronting  you,  your  community,  and  the  world. 

I Inform  yourself  about  the  issues  you  intend  to  address,  and  be  clear  and  certain  of  what  you  hope  to  achieve  through 
1 the  actions  you  will  undertake. 

[ You  may  be  only  one  person.  But  through  your  actions,  and  the  actions  of  others  like  you,  the  mountain  of  problems 

Ithat  face  this  world  can  be  minimized. 

I 

P 

j 

i' 

i 


! 
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Section  3 Challenge 


Organizing  a Meeting  or  Community  Services  Project 

This  section  challenge  will  provide  you  with  an  opportunity  to  engage  in  active  citizenship  and  contribute  to  the 
betterment  of  the  world  around  you.  You  have  two  options  from  which  to  choose.  Review  them  both  before  making 
your  decision. 


Option  1 Option  2 


Sielan/13734758/Fotolia  ©ioannis  kounacleas/4812281/Fotolia 


Organizing  a Meeting  Community  Service  Project 


I ^ 1 Go  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  view  the  instructions  for  “Organizing  a Meeting.”  Before  you  decide,  also 
L DVD  J view  the  instructions  for  “Community  Service  Project.” 
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Section  3 Summary 


In  this  section  you  explored  the  range  of  political  actions 
you  can  take  to  improve  the  world  around  you.  You 
reviewed  the  many  news  and  current  events  sources 
that  will  help  you  develop  a sound  basis  of  knowledge 
for  your  actions.  You  have  also  explored  many  different 
approaches  that  you  can  take,  from  simple  letter  writing 
right  up  to  political  leadership.  You  also  assessed  issues  of 
concern  to  you  in  relation  to  your  interests  and  skill  sets 
and  have  identified  particular  issues  that  will  be  a priority 
for  action  on  your  part  in  the  immediate  future. 

As  well,  you  have  taken  a step  toward  more  engaged 
and  active  citizenship  by  demonstrating  your  ability  to 
organize  a meeting  of  like-minded  individuals  seeking 
political  or  social  action  or  by  working  on  a community 
service  project. 

The  understandings  you  have  gained  in  this  section, 
combined  with  those  developed  in  the  other  sections  of 
this  module,  should  leave  you  well-equipped  to  address 
the  key  inquiry  for  this  module,  which  is: 

To  what  extent  should  my  actions  as  a citizen  be 
shaped  by  an  ideology? 


© kmit/4478051/Fotolia 
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Module  7 Challenge 


Position  Paper 


Your  challenge  for  this  module  will  require  you  to 
apply  the  knowledge  you  have  gained  to  recognize, 
analyze,  and  respond  to  the  ideological  viewpoints  of 
others.  In  this  case,  your  response  will  take  the  form  of  a 
position  paper.  This  challenge  will  not  only  allow  you  to 
demonstrate  your  knowledge  and  express  your  opinions, 
but  it  will  also  provide  an  opportunity  to  practise  for 
the  written  section  of  your  Social  Studies  30-1  Diploma 
Exam. 

For  this  challenge,  you  will  be  presented  with  a source 
that  expresses  an  idea  related  to  citizen  participation  in 
democracy.  The  essay  question  will  be  the  following: 

To  what  extent  should  people  embrace  the  ideological 
perspective(s)  reflected  in  the  source? 

You  will  have  a minimum  of  80  minutes  to  plan  and 
write  your  essay.  Your  instructor  may  provide  you  with 
additional  time  at  her  or  his  discretion.  By  this  point 
in  your  high  school  education,  you  should  have  a good 
sense  of  how  to  plan  and  write  a position  paper.  In  your 
essay  you  must 


© Laurence  Gough/61 95772/Fotolia 


• analyze  the  source  and  demonstrate  an  understanding  of  the  ideological  perspective(s)  reflected  in  the  source 

• establish  and  argue  a position  in  response  to  the  question  under  discussion 

• support  your  position  and  arguments  by  using  evidence  from  your  knowledge  and  understandings  of  social 
studies 


Toolkit 


QGo  to  the  multimedia  DVD  and  consult  “Position  Papers”  in  the  Toolkit,  or  contact  your  teacher  if  you  feel 
you  wish  to  review  strategies  for  planning  and  writing  a successful  position  paper. 
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Your  teacher  will  use  a Diploma  Examination  marking  rubric  to  score  your  essay.  Alberta  Education  regularly 
publishes  an  exam  bulletin  for  teachers  whose  students  are  preparing  for  diploma  exams. 

Go  to  Information  Bulletins  at  http://education.alberta.ca/admin/testing/diplomaexams/exambulletins.aspx  for 
details.  Scroll  down  to  Social  Studies  30-1. 


The  diploma  examination  bulletin  provides  you  with  valuable  information  regarding  the  tasks  you  will  undertake 
in  your  diploma  exam,  including  information  about  writing  position  papers  such  as  that  required  by  this  module 
challenge.  Review  the  scoring  categories  and  criteria  for  “Assignment  II;  Position  Paper,”  and  bear  the  categories  and 
criteria  in  mind  as  you  plan  your  essay. 

Alberta  Education  periodically  revises  and  updates  diploma  assessment  rubrics.  Consult  your  teacher  prior  to  your 
writing  date  for  this  module  challenge  to  verify  that  the  rubric  you  will  use  to  score  your  essay  is  the  same  one  that 
you  have  access  to  in  the  information  bulletin.  If  not,  ask  for  a copy  of  the  rubric  your  teacher  intends  to  use.  Review 
this  rubric  when  you  receive  a copy. 

j Once  you  are  confident  that  you  are  ready  to  tackle  this  module  challenge,  contact  your  teacher.  He  or  she  will  arrange 
a time  and  place  for  you  to  write  your  essay.  At  that  time,  you  will  be  provided  with  the  quotation  to  which  you  will 

I respond  in  your  essay. 


Assignment 


Go  to  the  Module  7 Assignment  Booklet  and  complete  “Position  Paper.” 
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Module  7 Summary 


One  of  the  basic  precepts  of  liberalism  is  that  the  people  who  form  a society  should  retain  the  ultimate  power  to 
determine  how  they  will  be  governed.  The  power  to  shape  government  and  society  is  of  little  use,  however,  if  it  is 
not  exercised  by  the  governed.  Citizens  must  take  an  active  role  in  the  political  life  of  their  society  if  democracy  is  to 
remain  healthy  and  strong. 

Effective  political  action  in  a democracy  typically  necessitates  collective  action.  As  an  individual,  your  own  personal 
ideology  will  play  a fundamental  part  in  determining  what  ideological  collectives  you  will  join  and  what  role  you  will 
play  within  such  collectives.  It  will  be  important  for  you  to  continually  re-evaluate  your  personal  ideology  as  well  as 
the  ideologies  of  the  groups  to  which  you  belong. 

You  may  find  that  membership  in  a collective  will  cause  you  to  modify  your  personal  beliefs  and  ideals  and  to 
accept  new  perspectives  on  society  and  your  place  in  society.  Alternatively,  you  may  determine  that  it  is  a given  that 
a collective’s  ideals  are  incongruent  with  your  own  personal  ideology.  In  such  a case,  you  must  be  prepared  to  take 
action  from  within  the  collective,  or  perhaps  outside  of  it,  to  argue  the  merits  of  your  perspective  and  advance  your 
ideals. 

Within  a collective,  or  individually,  it  is  your  participation  in  the  political  process  that  counts.  You  may  ultimately  be 
unsuccessful  in  achieving  all  of  the  political  and  social  goals  you  set  out  to  achieve.  However,  by  participating  in  the 
process  and  adding  your  voice  and  your  ideas  to  those  of  countless  others  before  you,  you  will  have  made  your  own 
significant  contribution  to  the  evolution  of  liberal  democracy  in  your  community,  your  nation,  and  your  world. 
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Module  7 Appendix 


Module  7 Glossary 

attack  ads:  political  advertisements  that  focus  on  painting  an  opposing  politician  in  a negative  light 

campaign  forum:  a meeting  in  which  candidates  for  election  discuss  issues  with  each  other  and  members  of  the 
general  public 

carbon  footprint:  the  amount  of  carbon  dioxide  released  into  the  atmosphere  over  a given  period  as  a result  of  an 
activity  or  a process 

caucus:  a collective  term  for  the  elected  members  of  a political  party 
expropriate:  to  take  away  property  or  force  its  sale 

1 flat- tax  system:  a tax  system  in  which  the  government  takes  the  same  percentage  of  earnings  from  all  individuals  who 
I pay  income  tax,  regardless  of  how  much  money  they  earn 

microblogging:  the  use  of  technology  to  provide  frequent  short  updates  to  interested  individuals 

I 

mudslinging:  attacking  a political  opponent’s  character,  often  using  innuendo,  unfounded  accusations,  or  insults 

Official  Opposition:  in  a parliamentary  system,  the  party  that  has  the  second-greatest  number  of  seats 

petition:  a formal  document  signed  by  members  of  the  electorate  that  requests  government  action  on  a particular  issue 

j platform:  the  collection  of  policies  and  promises  that  a political  party  presents  to  voters  during  an  election  campaign 

pressure  group:  a group  of  individuals  who  use  letter-writing  campaigns,  public-awareness  campaigns,  and  other 
tactics  to  bring  pressure  on  governments  to  act  on  a specific  issue  of  concern 

prisoners  of  conscience:  persons  who  have  been  jailed  on  the  basis  of  their  political  or  religious  beliefs 

progressive-tax  system:  a tax  system  in  which  government  takes  a greater  percentage  in  taxes  from  individuals  with 
higher  incomes 

reclamation:  turning  damaged  or  wasted  land  into  a viable  habitat  for  plants  and  animals 
royalties:  payments  made  by  a company  extracting  a resource  to  the  owner  of  the  resource 
subsidize:  to  provide  partial  financial  support  for  something 

! tailings  pond:  a reservoir  used  to  contain  the  liquid  by-products  of  mining  processes 
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^0C:AL  S^USiES  30-1  Lean, 

Perspectives  on  Ideology 


Social  Studies  30-1  Conclusion 


Congratulations!  You  have  now  completed  Social  Studies  30-1:  Perspectives  on  Ideology. 

Throughout  this  course  you  have  focused  on  the  key  issue:  To  what  extent  should  we  embrace  an  ideology?  In 
doing  so,  you  have  developed  a better  understanding  of  how  ideology  is  central  to  individual  and  collective  identity. 

Your  exploration  of  the  principles  of  liberalism  has  assisted  you  in  fostering  a comprehensive  understanding  of  the 
significant  role  this  ideology  has  played  in  the  growth  of  modem  democratic  societies.  Your  investigation  of  the 
competing  ideologies  that  emerged  from  reactions  to  liberalism  allowed  you  to  assess  the  viability  of  these  principles 
in  the  contemporary  world.  This  understanding  will  permit  you  to  engage  in  active  and  responsible  citizenship  in 
response  to  local,  national,  and  global  issues. 
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